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Rev. Albert Ong

Growing up is a process that everybody goes
through in lite. Our background. our environment
and how our parents train us are vital tactors to the
kind of person we are roday. I looked back ro my own
lite and saw important tacrors thar made me whar 1
am today. Jor example, my mother. She was an
epitome of patience to me. There are seven children in
our tamily and each with ditterent personaliry and
expectation. That is nor an easy job especially
withour a helper ro lend a hand. 1 warched my morher
cooked (this is where 1 learned to
cook even ar a young dage).
washed our clothes and cleaned
our house. She really was a
beauritul model or a good and
raithtul housewite. Because we grew
up wirhour any house helpers in our
home to clean up our mess. we learned
to make our beds. cleaned our rooms and
rook rurns in cleaning common areas in
our house. Now. [ can only thank God tor
all the prepararory work He did in my lite.

In the spiritual realm. growing in our
relarionship with Christ is also a process.
After knowing and accepting Jesus Chrisr as
our personal Savior and Cord. we are born to the

Spirit. From then on. we go on our journey ro
maturity. As we need tood and shelrer ro grow in our

physical lite. so do we need God's Word and the
Churchro grow in our spiritual lite.

1 Peter 2:1-3. " THERE FORE. R ID yourselt
of all malice and all deceit. hypocrisy. envy. and
slander of every kind. Cike new born babies. crave
pure spiritual milk. so that by it you may grow up in
your salvation. now that you have rasted rhar rhe
Cord is good. Growth in this passage is ro be

achieved by putting away all torms ot evil. fostering
the desire tor spiritual milk. and keeping in mind the
goal of tull and tinal salvation as the end tor which
the new lite is given. The Old Testament and orher
rabbinical writings otten reter to the Word of God as
spiritual sustenance. A person who has lite in Christ
and has tasted the goodness of the Cord will crave
tor the Word ot God. For a baby to crave tor milk is
narural and normal. When a baby does nor cry tor
food or milk. something is wrong. Christians, when we

stop craving tor God's Word. somerhing is
wrong with our relationship with Christ.
In the spiritual level. we don't gain tats
but “spiritual muscles” to tight against
all forms ot evil in rhis age.

So unless we are grounded in
God's Word. it is almost impossible
ro pur away the evil thar is
surrounding and waiting to ger a
foothold of us. Psalm 1:2-3. "Bur
his delighr is in the law of the

Cord and on His law he

medirates day and nighr. He is
like a rree planted by streams of
water. which vields its fruit in
season and whose leat does not wither. Whatever he
does. prospers.” As we grow “old” in our srudy and
meditacion of God's Word. our spiritual roots grow
deeper into the streams of God's living water rhar
never runsdry.

1 do not deny that there are times in my life
thar 1 tail to crave tor God's Word. Those were the
rimes when 1 was spiritually sick. Honestly. rhose
were miserable times in my lite. Oh. how good it is to be
well again and hunger tor God's Word.
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i December. I was asked lo wrile somelhing on Leace
and e\'/l(lf‘//{l/ (1/7()/1, the lsunami disasler slruck. T would like lo
address the dilemma u/'/fev/)('n(q a /)mce/h/ heard in the midst 0/)

lurbulenl news

Shere seems lo be three basic responses lo disastrous
news. $The firsl is lo see the disasler as a punishmenl or warning
from (jod This has some rool in ancient beliefs. Because of their
scanl formulalion of the Aflerlife lhe sracliles believed thal the
present silualion of a person reflected his stalus before (jod A
person who was prosperous was someone who musl have lived
rightly and found favour wilh (jod. Gind vice versa. Sven loday,
there are still people who belicve in nalwral disasters as a
punishmenl or warning from God. The book of
Yob passage lells us olherwise. Bad 1.’/11/1((/,3 can e
happen. and do happen. o good people " In- 4
all this, Job did nol sin or charge God with ¢
wrongdoing  (Job1:22)

Jhe second response is lo lhink lhal
bad things-happen lo people so they may //-’
be “sirenglhened in their failh and lrust = #
IIIQ{)(/ Jn olher words. gud/es/s/l)eop[(’ L/7!(’/*(’
isa /1/1(’, line belween lesling as a narrow perceplion
of “divine verificalion” and lesting as an “opporlunily of
going inlo deeper reflection and decper faith through our
/m(u/iz/ caperiences.

4 don'l believe lhal (jod is so mnm‘/bu[ahw as fto

manoewwre us info terrible situations in order lo um/{?/ lhe (/e/)//l 0/

oun /Zu'//l. f(//’/m(/ //11'/1{(]&. /1(1/)/)('/1‘ il is because ()/)//l(’ way the world
has been crealed. There is the hiuman [ree will thal enables /)(%o/)/(*
to 1'/1/71'('/ harm on cach olher: there is also the /;‘(’(’(/()Ill ()/' the
physical universe lo mulale lo-capand. lo-conlracl lo-coolve once
(god broughl il oul of nolhingness. Suffering is normally man-
made or nalural

9 nalural disasler arises from the [ree. semi-chaolic
fﬂ/(’l‘/}/(({(/ r)/'/)/f{(/sz'az[ laws, and nol because God had long since
decreed lhal somelhing calamilous would /m/)/)cu i a /)a/*/('cu/(ut
/}/u('(). ala /)a/‘/i(’u/(u' lime loa /)(ll‘fi(‘ll/(ll‘ person or peop le

She lhird response is lo believe in lhe ullimale ((/()()(/m'«s's

and resloralion desired by Cjod for us in the face of all suffering

é‘;()d s lowe and COMPASSIN 18 ///11'/'4!4'/1((}/(// /)(JI‘/I‘(J{I/(J(/ in Christ s

ministy of healing. Gesus was lireless in helping and curing
people: Jesus himself was pained by lhe illuesses he encountered.
Bul he wsed lhese mperfect conditions lo reveal (jod's healing
power. Oul of suffering. Jesus drew somelhing good and edifiying.
“Wel disaslers and sufferings do nol always necessarily
lead lo goodness and generosily. Slflerthe tsunami. opportunistic
thicves looled lhe few precious belongings of missing or dead
people while charilable organizalions are concerned  lhal
predalory merchanls might move in lo claim orphans [or
aploilalion. The tesling of a disasler lies in our response lo il Do
we respond to it with compassion or will callousness? Disasters
and trials oflen reveal more about owrselves than about (od.
Regardless of whether disasters lead lo lhe furtherance
0/ human goodness or evil. we can be assured
lhal (fod desires lhe world’s  ullimale
healing and restoration. This is cvidenced
in Yesus resurreclion. We may never
know why our physical world was
crealed this way. why we have drought.
(‘(Il‘//l(/ll((/i’(’:&‘. lidal waves. Jhereisa poinl
P where we. as crcaled beings. can only be
silenl and accepl the limils of our power. the
darkness of ourignorance.
; As Job declares failhfully: “The Lord givelh and the
Lowd lakelh away Blessed be lhe name of the Lord  (Job 121)
Chrisl's resurreclion enables us lo be bolder than ffob. < We can
proclaim God's promise- " Behold 9 make all things new"” (Rew
21.3) This singular vision of @ new heaven and a new earlh shall
necessarily oulweigh all the suffering thal humanily has lo endure
during ils lime on earlh. This vision compels us to excise all
present mannerof self-indulgence and pul onthe sackeloth of deep
prayerand sacrificial giving. (For those who can afford it. I dare
suggesl lhis qiving should be above and beyond lhe normal
filhing ) Jhis is one way we can embrace our slricken siblings’
grief and fvsses. This is proof of our hope  This is the
Jounlainhead of our peace  With S Laul. we can resisl the
Dealh is
swallowed wp in viclory O deall where is lhy viclory? O dealh,
where is hy sling

st ﬁ)w{{/lg /m// (}/’ innumerable wanlon dealhs

Praise be the name of the risen Lord and lhe God of peace
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As | wasg driving to work one morning and
listening to DYFR on the radio, Grace, the DJ, was
talking about reflecting on the amount of time we
give to working in a week. And then how much
time we devote to our family. As I waslistening to
her talk about thig, I felt the need to reflect. I
wondered if indeed I was spending enough time
with my wife or my son. At the corner of my mind,
I thought about the amount of time [ spent with
my friends, too. This equation alone already made
me feel quilty. Then Grace's last statement hit me
like a thunderbolt. What about quiet time with
God?

I became pensive. I realized that not only did I not
spend enough time with my family vis-a-vis
working or with friends; I spent even less time
with God. It is funny how we spend so much time
on the phone or on the internet but can not even
spend 5-10 minutes of our time to read the Bible
and do our devotion. I should know. I am evidence
of it.

As I got to the office, I looked for my new Bible
which I gave myself as a Christmasg gift, telling
myself that [ would start spending time reading.
It's a beautiful Bible, a leather clothed silver

jubilee edition. I felt quilty. A friend who once saw
it commented, “What is the point of a beautiful

Bible if the pages are never opened?”

I pulled it out and the verses in Philippians 2:1-4
leaped out at me. “Your life in Jesus Christ makes
you strong, and his love comforts you. You have
fellowship with the Spirit, and you have kindness
and compassion for one another. I urge you, then,
to make me completely happy by having the same

OD'S GRACE

Christopher Tio

thoughts, sharing the same love, and being one in
soul and in mind. Don't do anything from selfish
ambition or from a cheap desire to boast, but be
humble towards one another, always considering
others as better than yourselves. And always look
out for one another's interests, not just your own.”

And thenIsaid a prayer.

“Lord, thank You for making me strong. For all my
strength is from You. All that I have is Yours.
Teach me to show others that You are the mover
in my life. That all that I am, all that | have is

Yours.”

AsIwrote thig, I felt an inner peace inside, a strong
kinship with the Lord. | have been invited to write
several times, but always held back. I felt that my
life has not been a good enough example for me to
be given theright to write. But then, I realized that
our lives never are good enough as only Jesus
Christ can achieve utmost perfection. It is
precisely for this reason He made the ultimate
sacrifice for our sins, It is the supreme answer to
the question, “Can we do enough?” In Ephesians
2:8-9, “For it is by God's grace that you have been
saved through faith, it is not the result of your
own efforts, but God's gift, so that no one can
boast about it.” God's grace God has a sense of

——— used areal one.
IS ANYONE Thank you,
OUT THERE DYFR.
LISTENING?




peop|e view Thdnksgivmg Day as an snnual reminder to
recall and to dc|<now|edge God's goodness. While many of us are
thankful for the blessings that have come our way, only some of us
cdn truly be thankful for the trials and Suffermgs that we have gone
through. Even less are those who can be thankful for losses. Trials
and sufFerings dre processes that may on|y last for & time and that
time can either be painful|y slow or unexpected|y QU|d< out it will
always lead to an end, good or bad. Losses are an end and they
dre permanent. They are forever gone and you can't get them back
in a real sense. Financial and material losses could somehow be
recovered or replaced but they are never the same like having your
first house burned down and replaced with & bigger or better one;
or years of struggling financial savings only to
be lost due to indebtedness and then
somehow recover them through 4 series of
good fortunes.  However, the loss of
re|dtions|’nps and peop‘e dear to us takes
on a different dimension that cannot be
quantified. God doesn't want us to [ocus
on the losses but rather on the lessons
and character bui|ding He wants us to
have | am thankful every time | get to see

these ”blessings”

| would like to share with you three losses. Three deaths
would be a more accurate description The first is the passing of my
grandmother on my father's side almost five years ago. The second
IS the loss of my grdndfdther on my mother's side two months dgo
And the third is the incomprehensible loss of a fourteen year old

girl whose parents | got to know for only less than a month.

The passing of both grandparents allowed me to look
back through the years like flipping through pages and chapters of
book marked by questions. On|y sfter their passing dd | Fu“y
understand how God designed their roles for me. When you're
traversing on God's road of |iFe, the least yOU Cdn see is that pdtch
of road you're standing on and the most you can foresee are the

bends and decision-making crossroads looming in the horizon.

alleys Lead to Hills

Where it takes you is both a mystery and g certainty. That is the
beautiful mystery of God's plan and the unshakeable certanty of
His will. You will go through that pass and you will make that
crossing

Both grandparents provided me with a unique
opportunity to live in two worlds simultaneously. My
grandmother was from the affluent part of society so | enjoyed all
the pampenng and perks that came with that stature. My
grandfather was from the striving middle class so we did most
things pretty much by ourselves. On weekdays, | lived with my
grandpa and on weekends within the sphere of my grandma
Coming from separated parents made this
arrangement possible. While my parents
struggled to put their broken lives back on
track, my 3rdndpdrents served as my pi||drs.
|_|vmg in both worlds at the same time
placed a ot of confusion in my young mind
and made defining the word contentment
quite difficult. This situation did not end
well with my older brother and younger
sister. A\s for me, | struggled endlessly with
spiritual values and world|y prdct|Cd|\ty | needed to develop g
single person in me and learn to balance hard work that leads to
contentment, wealth and privilege that leads to accountability
The Bible proved to be my anchor

My grandparents never wavered in emphasizing the
importance of the Bible and it was ever present around them. The

key to its use is our willingness to follow what it says

My grandpa lived s simple life. Yet the beauty of this
simple life is that 1t allowed me to focus on everyday things that we
take for granted  Things that turned out to be more essential for my
daily Christian  walk Things that matter. Things like family
'eldtionshlp and time with the Lord. Both grdndpdrents were
d|vvays clear in emphasizing that Christ should be in my life. They
showed this fact in different ways and | am thankfu; that together, |
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was given a well-rounded approach.
| thank the Lord for giving me the
opportunity to intimately attend to each of
them at their most difficult time of need. Seemg their pain
and strugg|es showed me in redl ||Fe-threater\mg terms how much
their talk matched their walk. It is there | redlized that no amount of
human endurance would ever rep|ace a broken spirit. It is there that
| come to understand that hea|ing the spirit is the l<ey to Findmg
peace, assurance and purpose not just at t|'1€ thresho‘d of dedth
but in our life's journey. In the weeks that led up to each of ther
pd4ssing, "saw the stark contrast through the attitudes and actions
ther children and relatives showed durmg that difficult time
Wealth isn't the 9|ue that binds the family It just helps pay for the
mountain of medical expenses with nary a pinch on one'’s side. In
contrast, to the one in financial need, my spirit of thanks grew
higher and higher as | saw many relatives and friends giving from
their hearts. Some of you have given not just generous|\/ but even
reoeated|y. Thank you for heeding to the Spirit's |eadin9

Seemg peop|e reach their apex and then be called
heavenward s understdndab|e, but a Fourteen-year-o|d? This is

one painful example that time shouldn't be measured in man's terms

or even by age. Time should be measured according to God's will
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for each of us, whether Hdppens to 4 one—yedr-old or hundred
year old | thank the Lord for giving our two daughters the
opportunity to experience first hand the Fragi|ity of life. | thank the
Lord that in those thirty minutes or so, our daughters made Tara
smile and feel like a regu|ar teendger again by ta||<|ng dbout Frlends,
schoo|, hobbies, likes and dislikes. During that time, Tara didn't
have to strugg‘e with the many questions she's been dsl<in9 God
and her mom regdrding her circumstance. It didn't mean her faith
wadvered though. Aad FatHer, | could feel the deep frustrations and
helplessness Tara's mom was going through  But no one cou'd
fathom the depth of a mothers pain except another mother. In the
minutes that led down to Tard's final call, Glends clutched Tars in
her arms, whispered into Tard's ear her undying love and painfully
but committedly allowed her to rest in the arms of our Savior. And
like a scene choreographed in heaven, Tara slowly closed her eyes,
gave her last breath and died in Glenda's arms

| thank the Lord for the gift of eterndl life for in these three
losses, | have seen how much more precious that gift of salvation s
| thank the Lord that these losses have deepened my resolve to
broaden my understamding and respon5|bi|ity of my Father|y role
and to he|p the youth for they are the future. We on|y get one trip

around this journey called life. Let's arrive at the right destination.
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Jane Jane Ong

Last ,]//1 7 Tom had ‘r/u‘n(//es or mer//ca//l/ Fnown s /191'/)(’.\'
wster T is described us a blistered skin eruplion over un arec o/ skin
.rup/)/ie(/ /)l/ a /)u/'/i{‘u/c//‘ nerve and is viral in miture. This is caused /)r/
the chicken JOX vrrus which lies dormant in the nerve cells. Tn MMom s
case, il slarted from the armpit and spread ull lhe auy to half of her
upper back. The area covered was guile exlonsive. /i //m-/, we i !
Fnow il was .r/u'ng/e.r s0 7 look us /61/1' (/uyj &f/é/'@ we started tr waling i/
with Ghinese medicines. However, she wasn? rea;ponn@'ny lo the
medjcalion and her condition worsened

A week later; we saw thal she was acling J/ranye/r/. Her whole
/éoc/y hocame restless. Shebad Jl///"(‘u//y /71'127 (/own, J/'///'ny, or J/uno/l'ng
up. . no position was CO/p/br/dé/e /()r hersince the virus was u//a(‘/("iny
her nerve eno/iny.r, Ther /ér ro reason al all she f start /u'//iny /zem-e/
und crying. At around 2 am. that m'yA/, she

II‘OAQ //IC’ ll’/]o/?/al?ll%, (I-\'Al'l?y (l//(/-UJ /O Let ns
She was soéé/ny, }[oweuer;

one //u'ny weird was tha! when we were all
ya_//mrer/ around her, she told all Q/ us lo cry
for ber because she didh ! have any lears /e//
fo cry. Somehow, she wasn? maéiny any
sense al all She repea/e(//y told us that
demons were /()l'men/iny/wr and that she /[e//
she was not ﬁel‘.s'eé[ anymore. T seemed that
the .rAiny/er were a/]éc/iny her worse than if

pray. Jor her.

did 1o other peop/p. (e were worried I can still. remezzzﬁer/ooémy #up
inth e medical en('y(,‘/ope(/ia lo fnew more aboul this i/fness. f7/xc11/.r that
in the worst case, lhe virus can cause encep/)a/z'/is or /}'J//amma/lbn ty
the brain.

Seern 1% her condilion, we decided to Ar/ny herto the /1arp/./a/
the nex! (/ay and seet the /19//) o/ a neuro/ogi.r/. Our v /éur was
Porz/)’rme(/,' she had enr‘epﬁn/f//ﬁr. She was /)ntne(a//'a/e/y gruen anlr-
viral, anli-seizure medicines and other o/epreman/s to calm her down
Al this poinl in lime, her speec/) was Jﬁlrring and we had 0’1]71"(‘11/@
uno/er.r/an(/iny whal she wanted to express. Her condilion didn ¥ seem
/o improve. Fhat niyﬁl’, she woke us up again around the same time al 2
a.m. She tolus that she could see demons corning /br/wr and she could
.ree//a.i/ze.s‘ O//lgllll «7{2)(]/6’”?/} .YI/IE’ ('OU/(/(_[[’YU Ae’ar /)eO/)/e 6y /Ier J‘l.(/e
praying. (e spen/ the nex! /ew hours praying, cor#éminy oursins and
askin 7(70.rus fo profec! us and eover us with ffis precious hlood. HMom
léep/ crying oul le the Lord in desperation, “/sord, You are my God’
Teescue me’ Do nol feave me nor /orsaﬁe me”” Jor the firs! lime in my

give thanks..

///e, Jwitnessed whal il means to cry oul /)‘om the heart and bow il is fo
pray in the Opirdl as described to us in Tomans 8.26, which sayy, “Clo
do not brow what we oz/y/)/ lopray /61; bul the (5;1)1'1 '1’//11’/12.\‘9/ infercedes
/b/' us with grouns tha! words cannol express. " That m'q/z/, on/y our
younges! sister und/ 7.r/(/yw/ with Mo in the hospital Around 4 am.,
s/re was ua%/'/zy /01 the otter members of the /duu/y. To be honest with
you, al that momen! 7/'ec1//7 //101/7/1/ that Hom was go.12g fo leave us
Sfor m/zr/ would she wan! us all o be /)1/ her bedside” T /buno/ mz/ye//
a.réiny the £or(/, Lord, so this is it? ﬂ/t’er a/l the years o/ 5(7///1'117
cancer; o/ :)‘llI‘UI.Ul.ny a bear! allack and even when she seems to be (/oiny
well wilh her dialysis for the past fwo years, she will dre of shingles—one
iiness wwn/'ng/y eusy o cure’” So in the middle 0/ the nigﬁl, Tstarted
ca/A'ny up close /}-1911(/4’ and pustors to come und, pray Sfor Tom. 7 can
u/u[(//y recall one conversation 7 had with a
close /anu/y /rien J /e///'nynze lo mutee sure all
/)(IPEI'J' were mn O['(/()l' (Iﬂ(/dd‘élllly me I/%IIZ
ever menfioned any//u‘ny abou! xeeiny,7exus
or foved ones who have a/rea(/y (/e/)cu‘/e(/
hecause thal is UJ‘U(]//I/ what /lappen.r when a
person Is nedar dealh. ﬁooézhg back, we can
now /aug/z over ourselves, re(’a/ﬁ'ny lhose
times when Mom would mumble and we
would listen affentively if she d mention
nanes of people who have already departed
or (7e.m.r. Since we didn! hear her mentioned lhese narnes, we
reassured ourselves that muyée it wasn ! Tom 5 fime fo go yel Abter
much prayers and inlercession, we started #i see the /n)u/iny and
resloralion o/%m yraduu//y /aéz'ny /)/a(‘e.

Nlorn s experience with x/u'ny/ex was quile scary. N/ /e// ber
(’Olﬂ/)/(’/(’/l/ helpless. She didn 1 have the sirength fo sland up or walk or
to 37! up, she couldn ! even open her moulh lo eal. Each lirne we spoon

/Or/ her was like /Z)()J/'ny o éuéy. T catheler wus inserted so she didn
have to go lo the c'onﬂ)r/ room. J3ut more than lhe pﬁysir'd/ lness was
lhe emotional and s/u'ri/ua/ s/rugg/e nol on/y she but the whole /am_lé
had'to go /Arouy/t 7 ve seen HMom batlled ber way /Arougﬁ cancer and
heart allack two years ago. She has always been a fighler Bul this
lime, she didn! have the same /iy/)/ing spirst. Shed go snfo
r/e/)re.m/bnx and would starl to cry. When she lalked, she would. Aee/) on
repealing /wrse// or 1/ nol, would be aséz'ny the same guestion over and
overagarn. (Sleeing/ﬁer al those fimes made us, Joe!s0 holpless We wore
preparing /or lhe worse /A}'nﬁ/ng the encephalilis had caused

GOSPEL LIGHT




e rzarsalebirae (o e brahiil
('on//'/zuu//l/ encouragod her; read hor the
TSib/e, pra yer/ with  her and /J/(/ r/er/
Christian music lo soothe her spirt! bl r/ee/)
inside, il lefl us so (’m()//'ona//y drained. ﬁnommy thatwe could on/// oo 50
much C)n/// God in Jlis infinite mercy ane/ gruce would be able lo
restorefier fo 700(/Aed//ﬁ

T thank the Lord thal cver when //Il'uy,r didn 1 loek go()(/ /)‘om
our human porspectioe, Ho was able to lurn /Amy.\‘ around and gave
Wom another lease in ///a Clo considor 14 hor third (I(’/(I(I//y,‘ the /)'r.\'/
69/}27 her bout with cuncer und the second her heart attuch lao years
ago. Some friends of Mom luter told her that when they saw her
condition in lhe on/)//(//, //101/ //zouyﬁl she wasn ! going fo matke 1.
TSul /'/2(/()9(/, Sodts 700(/. A ()()A/'ny al her noen, who would haove //10117/1/
thatshe had gone through the ordealthat 7had just recounted.

7 abso thank Sod because worse //u)zga‘ that could have
Foppemedifich . T wovik affee Tbrmans SdharyeeFonndbedusits)
we wenl 1o see her neuro/oy/is/ /()1' a check ~up. He /1"12(1//1/ revealed fo us
his /e(/r and said tha! Mom coule! have hoen /)c//'a/yzer/ Aa// éora/y orin
corna as resull of the encephalilis had it not been arrested ear Ay by the
medications. Jraise Sod, /br Ap(u‘my%m /}'0112 thal and, /[01' qiving the

doclor the wisdomn on which medicalions fo /)l‘e.r('/'/'/)a lo her. (e thant
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Sody toe, , /or the pez/ec'/ lming. Had we gone lo lhe /zoxp[/a/ Juter;
corn, /)//'(‘(//iom' «s mentioned 61/ the doctor could have setin.

Beccuse o/ whal we wen! //zrouy/l, the whole /ami/y became
closer and our /[al'/ﬁ in the Lord became slronger as once agarn we see

Him work His miracles in the /l/? 0/[ Hom As a result o/ ‘the iliness,

xozne’//u'ny more imporfan/ /lu_ppener/ Broken re/a//on.r/n'/n.f were
healed. (e had fo renounce pus! hurts and release them to the Lord
Our farnily learned lo forgive one another and, /&ryine others just as
Christ /71'1}23‘0[///‘[01‘7(10(’ us oursing
Z.”)e, Chinese, have u saying that goes it //)lb‘, ‘ANE }% :&t
5& " L’,/(; s like a seu Q/ ‘/I‘Ollb/l-ﬂy waves. Qur /1/é/ime on earth is
/)//er/ with waves upon arves ry[/)/'o/)/enu. At timmes, Wom would 1'(//@('/
and. say that ste has more lhun her /&1'1‘ shure o/ @wUoes In ﬁ/e Pul one
//7/'/17 we learned is thal /;)reu()/‘y wave thal cornes info our A'ue\", we can
S/(Iﬂ(/.)'/['()fly /)()('(IIIJ'(:' 9(}(/; 71'([('() .Yl[.\'/(]l.ll\)' us (I[Z(/.)'L"()J' 1753 //II'UII(//I,' ([n(/
Fe allows it fo cene our way /()r a reuson. Oometimes Sod uses a
silualion lo /)1'/'/27 aboul t'/]anye in ourlives thal could have never laben
/)/(/r'e unless we /21(?9 a r/cmyer or ('Aa//enye, (e just thank the Lord that
we can conlinue lo /7(//27 on lo His word in Komans $:24 ! “DAnd we hnow

lhal in all //1/’/2(/.\', Sod works /0/ the 700(/ cy[//lo.re who love \71’;‘;17, who

”

have been (’a//c’(/a('('oro//}zy to Fis purpose
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Attending the 44th (Canada Chinese Christian
Winter Conference in Kelowna from December 27-31, 2004
with my sister Lydia and two darling gremlins (Lala and
Kitty) was perhaps the best thing I had done for myself in a
long time. As [ had never seen snow in alZ:four winters I spent
in British Columbia, I went to this conference primarily to see
snow, and I was not disappointed! Amazingly, more than
seeing snowfall for the first time, I would [ike to borrow Job's

ave Heard and Now 9 See

90é 42:9

created the tree of Rnowledge in the garden of Eden when He
Rnew Adam and Eve would fall from His grace because of it.
Similarly, in my arrogance, I questioned why tsunami
disaster had to happen and claimed over 160,000 lives when
God said He loved us so. No answer was ever good enough for
me until that beautiful day in the conference. Suddenly, as if
blinders were lifted away from my eyes, I could take a simple
I don't Rnow' as a good answer, especially when it came out

words and declare: “My ears had heard of you, but now my from the mouths of reverends, pastors and learned men of

eyes have seen you.”

As we were preparing and packing for the conference,
our eyes were glued to the television for the tsunami disaster
had just struck Southeast Asia. The initial count of fatalities
reached 10,000. My heart ached with compassion and
sadness. I could not help imagining how sad the new year
would be for those left behind.

After 5 hours of bus ride, we reached the Grand
Okanagan Hotel in time for registration. Going through the
booklets handed to us upon arrival, I saw that the timetable
of activities was very full and hectic. The day would start
with morning devotion at 7:00 a.m. and end with bedside

Sellowship at 10:30 p.m. In between, there were prayer
meetings, talks, workshops and symposiums. Lighter
moments were available during mealtimes andfree time.

As requested, all four of us plus Whitney, a young

friend of Kitty, stayed in one room. To ensure that everybody

had enough time to do their morning rituals, I turned on the
T.V. at exactly 6:00 in the moming, our wake-up call.
Naturally, the news was all about the tsunami. As the
number of fatalities grew in magnitude, I sank_deeper into
depression. Since the theme of the conference centered on
seeing God in different places and situations, I struggled to
relate all that I heard with the images of the disaster that
haunted me throughout the day. As always, God reached out
to me in His own perfect time. On the third day of the
conference, I suddenly saw a glimpse of GOD through the
help of my bedside fellowship sisters, the long distance call I
made to my sister, Rev. Anna Chang Wright in England, and
the talR of Dr. VernonSteiner, “Seeing God in Life's Pits”.

Ever since I accepted God as the Almighty Father
and Christ as my Savior some 35 years ago, I have been
searching for the answer why God, who is Omnipotent,

God. It made me realized that my questions were petty and
my arguments trivial. Loving God and obeying Him are more
important than having all my questions answered. Rather
than focusing on the fates of those who had perished in the
disaster, my sister Anna guided my sight towards God's
undying love for mankind, His abundant grace and tender
mercies. It gave me great comfort to Know that God is
Supreme and that He will judge all of us with mercy and love.
During the rest of the conference, I was able to see God
everywhere: in life's pits, on life's peaks and perplexities, in
one another, and most clearly in His beloved Son, Christ
Jesus.

Three years ago, I suffered a long eye ailment and as a
result, I couldn't read as much as I wanted to. In fact, the
only thing I would read was the newspaper. I made a new
year's resolution when the conference ended, and that was to
read the Bible everyday and to improve my prayer life. Thank,
God I have been doing both activities religiously. Our church
theme for this year is: Growing in Christ. So, how can we
grow in our relationship with Christ? Remember the Sum{ay
school song we all love to sing with action? It goes like this. .

“Read your Bible, pray everyday (3x). Read’ your@z(;[e pray
everyday, and you'll grow, grow, grow..
How about it, dear brothers and sisters in
Christ? Shall we read our ‘Bibles and pray
everyday? In doing so, we will no doubt
grow in the grace
and knowledge of
our Lord and
Savior Jesus
Christ (2 Peter3:18).
T0 God be the glory!
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Founder's Day was a gift from God. To students
ike me, it was a break from classes, and a chance to
finish pending projects. To the teachers, it was a break
from lessons and a different routine.

Actually, it all began the day before Founder's
Day, February ¢, which happened to be a school
holiday - Chinese New Year. The Supreme Student
Government showed up to bedeck the school with
streamers and booths. Some students also arrived for
their praise Cheer practices, while a few others willingly
came fo practice intermission numbers for the event. In
other words, a ot of students were in school on that
holiday.

The BIG day began with a flag raising ceremony
and the
releasing of
s the balloons
to mark the

Day. But the
] main event

: was in the
chapel - the Thanksgiving Service. Students in their
colorful batch t-shirts started to come in. The music
ministry team, all in white shirts, led everyone in a time of
praise and worship to the Lord. Rev. Albert Ong then
shared God's words; this was followed by an audiovisual
presentation of PCGS and its history, eliciting more
appreciation for our dear beloved school.

The annual Cheer Dance became Praise Cheer

D FOUNDER s Aueying

Daisy Johanna JYy (PCGS High IV Student)

this year. NS
It
really ™
different.
I h ave
studied in
many"
schools, e =
but T have | NS
never seen anything like it. Students, batch after batch,
danced to Christian music, changed formations, and
performed yells about Christ. It was amazing!

After the Praise Cheer Competition, the fun and
food booths were opened. QOne of the more popular
booths was the Music Request Booth, something that I
saw only in PLGS.  Strains of Hillsongs and other
popular Christian songs went on air through the school's
PAsystem for three days.

The different fun booths entertained the
students. The challenge booth featured Guinness-style
tasks, some of which I have never heard of. The food
booths had perpetual customers. There was also a book
booth set up by the OMF. Some students enjoyed being
chased by the Boy Scouts, guardians of the jail booth,
who arrested anyone caught littering. This sure kept
the campus clean during these three eventful days.

On the second day, various literary and musical
competitions were held as main events. Selected
students - my sister included - declaimed, gave
speeChes, and told stories. They all assumed varied
roles, from the Big Bad Wolf and Delilahto acollege gir|

GOSPEL LIGHT




and Satan. The best performers
received awards; the others (who
also did really well) felt relief that it

waQs over.,

The singing contest was also a success. I learned
that the contestants were pre-screened by Mrs.
Elizabeth Oh and Miss Villarin. Students from different
sections belted out their songs of choice on stage,
making us admire them for their guts and their talents.

But The best par’r came on the final day - the
Praise
Rally
God's
preSence
was felt as
soon as Mr.
Lorenzo
Castro
Spoke to

settle our
It was a very moving

hearts, minds and spirits.
experience a5 5ome students shared testimonies about
Christ and as the whole high school student body just
praised and worshiped the Lord for about two hours.
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...continued from page 14 (%

Honestly, Idi d not see rnud\ of The happen«ngs
during the BH AT
Founder's Day §
Celebration.
Blessed with
the gift to play S 88
the violin, I was
busy practicing
f o r i
thanksgiving 2
ceremony, intermission numbers, and the PrcuSe Rally
But the fact that I was able to serve the Lord in school
was a great thing, a privilege that I probably will not
have when I go to college.

I re > -';

It amozes me how different our school i5. It
amozes me to see people reading the Bible in class
without others teasing them about it. It amaze$ me to
find musicians who prefer playing Christian songs as
intermission numbers during programs. It amazes me to

see God in school.

Mr. Stephen 5i, our school chaplain, mentioned
that our school’s celebration is in fact Founder's Day,
not Founders' Day. For we have one Founder, and, yes, it
truly was HIS day!
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Dec 12 - Plaque of Recognition was given to Pstr. Alice Huang
for her labor of love and faithful service to our Lord. Dodong,
our driver, was also given a Plaque of Recognition for his long

"o

years of service to our church.

Dec 19 - Christmas Cantata entitled “O Night of Miracles”
was presented by church choir ’

Dec 26-29 - Elementary CYF held its 7th Winter Camp at
Mandaue Gospel Center with Pstr. George Chua speaking on 1
the theme “Christ Copycats” .

Jan 1 - New Year Thanksgiving Service was held and “Daily
Devotion” books were distributed

Jan 2 - Church theme for year 2005 is “Growing in Christ”.
The following deacons and deaconesses for the year 2005-2007
were inducted into office: Eusebio Co, Lorenzo Ong Jr., David
Johnson Tan, James Young, Livian Garcia, Lili Gothong,
Rosaline Ong & Merry Lourdes Lee Yu

Jan 30 - It’s Congregational Sunday and packed lunch was
served after the service

Feb 6 - This day's Gideon Sunday. A representative from
Gideon International rendered a report about their ministry

Feb 13 - Dr. Joseph Shao shared God'’s message in today’s
BSOP Sunday

Feb 20 - PCGS (Philippine Christian Gospel School) Sunday.
The Mocyang Praise Team from Korea held a Praise &
Worship Evangelistic Service at 7:30 pm.

CEBU/GOSPEL CHURCH
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