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Mar 13 - Church 89" anniversary celebrati
with Rev. Johnny Limchesing
speaking on Growing In Christ

Mar 20 - PCGS Baccalaureate Service with
Albert Ong speaking on An Examp
Follow

Mar 20 - Wedding ceremony of Bro. Lydale Joshua P. C
and Sis. Michelle L. Po

Mar 27 - Special Sunrise Resurrection Worship Service
followed by simple breakfast

Mar 27 - Baptismal service for Kelsey Jensyn Cho Ong,
Virginia C. Uy, Mark Oliver Lim, Terence Navera,
Marie Antonette Chan

Apr 4-9 - Summer Youth Conference at MGC with Rev. Albert
Ong and Bro. Lorenzo Castro speaking on the
theme, “24/7 - Walking With Christ In The Details of
Life”

Apr 11-15 - DVBS at PCGS with the theme,
League - Winning For Jesus”

"Heaven's

Apr 18-30 - Sunday School Teachers Training by Dr. Jane
Chuaunsu

May 8 - Mother's Day with tokens of appreciation to all
mothers present from the English Bible Study Group

May 9 - Bro. Benjamin Chan went to be with our Lord

May 12-14 - "Heart of Worship” music seminar, training and
workshop by Bro. Anthony Chan of Joyful Noise
Express (jnX)

May 22 - CCOWE Sunday with Rev. Philip Ong as special
speaker

Jun 19 - Father's Day with tokens of love from Young
Professional's Fellowship

Jun 26 - Children's dedication of the following to the Lord:
Sebastian Wyatt Y. Liao, Laurine Marie L.Lim,
Brianne Madeline N. Sy, Princess Margareth G.Ting

Jun 27-28 - "Prophetic Seminar” by Dr. John R. Ecob




A Family

After God's Heart

Rev. Albert Ong

A little girl came home from school crying.
rised, her mother came, hugged her and asked
happened? She sobbed and said, “I envy my
mates because they have many dads and moms.
g weekends, my classmates visit them and they
ome with lots of goodies. Mom, how come I only
ne?” The mother was silenced, not knowing what to
er little girl. This story sounds cute, right? This is how
atan tears families apart. Moral values of our children are
distorted with what they see in other people's lives, TV, and other
propagandas. The sad thing is that the church is not spared from
it. We see people with smiling faces coming to church and yet
their homes are breaking apart. What will happen to their
children? What kind of families will they raise for themselves?

Every couple dreams of a “Beautiful Family”. That is a
very ideal dream but how to make one's dream come true is the
big question. What really is a “Beautiful Family™? Or if [ am to
say it, “A Family After God's Heart”. Psalm 133 gives us a
beautiful picture of family,

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers live

together in unity!

1t is like precious oil poured on the head, running down

on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down

upon the collar of his robes.

It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount

Zion. For there the Lord bestows his blessing even life

Jforevermore.”
Unity in the family is what makes a family beautiful. When there
is unity, the anointing of the Lord through the Holy Spirit is
poured upon that family. Verse three “...For there the Lord
bestows his blessing,...” Blessing upon blessing will be
experienced by those families who truly seek the Lord. Though
some blessings come in disguise, in the end you will still see that
it was indeed God's good purpose that brought them.

The New Testament gives us many verses that talks
about “one another”. Just to mention some: members of one
another (Rom. 12:5), devoted to one another (Rom. 12:10),
honor one another (Rom. 12:10), be of the same mind with one

another (Rom. 15:5), accept one another (Rom. 15: 7). The sum
of all these is to love one another. Loving one another will result

to unity. When you love other members in the family, your
concern is no longer of yourself but the welfare of your family
members. When that happens, unity will be achieved. I know
some of you may say, “If other members in my family are not
willing to cooperate, or if my wife does not want to, what can |
do?” Well, that is exactly the test of the love you have for them.
Remember, love is patient... Indeed, it is not easy and this is
where the Lord comesin. I don't mean that you will only need the
Lord during times of trouble, but this is the best time to
experience God in a real and personal way! Trust Him! He is
always there. Only God can transform a troubled family into a
family after God's heart.

Unity in the family must start with the husband and

Joshua 24: 15

wife. Husbands
and wives, have
y 0 u
acknowledged
that only Jesus
Christ can
transform you to
be the kind of
husband or wife
that you should
be? Do you still
remember the
vow you made
before God on
your wedding
day? In case you
have forgotten
about it, hereisa
classic form to
remind you of
the vow you
made:

1, , take you , to be my wedded
wife/ husband to have and to hold Sfrom this day
forward , for better or for worse, for richer or for
poorer, in sickness and in health, to cherish, and
according to God's holy plan, I give you my love, till
deathdo us part.

I really pray and ask God to move your hearts, husband
and wife, as you I‘Cdd this vow. No further explanation is needed.
You made that vow and God expects you to keep it. Can you see
how beautiful marriage and family will be if we just keep our
promises both to God and to our spouse? Your children will reap
the blessings as a result of your faithfulness to God and your
spouse.

I really thank God for His faithfulness and mercy to my
family. My family is not perfect and it never will be, but it is
comforting to know that in every experience we have as a family,
God is always there watching over us. I do my best to set a good
example to my family, teaching my children the precepts of the
Lord, then I let God do the rest. Sounds simple and I tell you,
God will be honored if you allow Him to be the focus of your
family. Serving the Lord as a family is just the natural result of a
God-focused family, a family after God's heart. God bless you
and your family.
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Rev. Wee Un Hock
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Today, people are very eonseious about
health. People willingly spend money on
ive gym membership, take supplements
itamins and enjoy south beach diet. Why
is because we want to stay healthy and fit.

we also eoncerned with our souls by ferding it
erly to stoy spiritually in shape and be on the right
track?

Here are some ways to stay spiritually fit.

1.READ GOD'S WORDS

Eating rutritional food is of great importance.
Moreover, we take vitamins to supplement other nutrients
our bodies need. In the same way, our souls need spiritual
feeding and the best way to stoy spirtually in shape is to
read God's Words daily. 1Peter 2:2 says, “Like newborn
babies, crave pure spirituol milk, so that by it you may
grow up in yowr salvation.”

Not only should we stay fit but we have to grow as
well. The Word of God. helps us grow spiritunlly. Reading
His Words daily strengthens owr faith ond renews owr
souls. Moreover, we should read Christion books as
supp‘unu\ts in order to complete the nutrients to owr

Reading God's Word will
inerease owr knowledge and bring us to o
better understanding of God, and in turn
o make us love Him more. Prayers
help us build an intimate relationship
with God. Therefore, we should make it
o hobit to communirate with

God regularly.
I.Ue live in a stressful

l\mhmefmeab}»

best way to release our pain is by eommunizating to God
in prayer. Ow heavenly Father hos a big heart and He
listens to oll our requests. We should be eonfident to come
to-Him and release our sorrow.

Let us then approach the throne of grace with
confidenee, so that we may receive merey and find grase to
help us in owr time of need. (Hebrew 4:18)

3.FIND A CHURCH

Faith con be strengthened by hoving a personal
relotionship with God and at the same time, we need
people to support and encourage us physieolly. The best
way to get such support is through o church.

We must belong to a church so that ow faith will
continue to have nowrishment from one another ond be
strengthened.

Qets 2:42 says, “they devoted themselves to the
opostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.” So let us come to church to nowrish
ond be nowrished.

4.BE ACTIVE IN SERVICE

We should attend church sewvices and participate
in serving our Qlmighty God. Working for the Lord is good
nowrishment, putting and applying what we have learned
to prontice. Don't be spestators but rather be pasticipants
in the work of the Lord.

One of the most important sewvice we can do for
the Lord is to reach out by telling others about Christ.

John 12:26 soys, “Whoever serves me must
follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My
Father will honot the one who serves me.”

Therefore, lot us stay spiritunlly healthy by
desveloping intimate relationship with the Lord and fellow
believers; and let us render our services for the expansion
of His kingdom.
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CYTF

Youth Committee

"Remember your Creator in the  outlook on life and God Himself. All j/wy to God. Other
5 a]{your you[ﬁ before the /ays of trouble come [rrograms were Bible st‘u{/y, testimony :ﬁariry. fmne/ discussion,
the  years a/;/yroacﬁ when  you wiﬁmy Vfindno  and grouf a{ynamz’c: of different mon fﬁ/y themes.
ureinthem'" (Ecel 12:1) Furthermore, the /my fractices for the /7/»17 "King Ahren"
culminated last November in celebration of the 566 CYF
eo/a/e who volunteered to invest their fime, energy, and anniversary.
material resources for Christian youth work may find this verse
to be a great motivator. Zis they love and desire to serve our  The college group had the Purpose Driven Life' discussion early
Master and Creator, it  gives them great joy fo see childven and  [nst year and started using the in~/e/}fﬁ rfw@ of the New
Young /)eo/:/e grow in favorwith Godandmen. Testament Z/yﬁexiam cﬁa/;fery 1to 3 which focused mm‘n@ on
the Foundation of our refaﬁomﬁi/y with Christ. This year, their
Under the umbrella of Christian Youth 'Fe/ﬁ;wyéifa (CYTF)  themeis "Peo/y/e blends---how to relats to the 50@ of Christ for
are the T./emcnfay CYF, ?(fgﬁ School CYF, Ca/@c CYF  God' Jj/or:y ".
and the Young Professionals 'Fe//ow;ﬁi/a. Different age groups
have different physical, social, and emotionalneeds, yet allofus — As for the Young Professionals. fellowship, many have
have one common s/yirifua/ need, and that is to repent fromsin.  volunteeredto 56@ minister to the  younger brothers and'sistersin
We need to have a Savior to redeem us /rom elernaldeathorbe  Christ. Last year, fﬁfy started fo "equi/) themselves ﬂ?f God's
ye/mm{e/ from God our Maker. ministry . This year, t‘ﬁey have decided to continue with the
theme and at the same time secure the faith of the rggu/ar
Last year, the Zémen[ary CYTF discussed several virtues fike — members; encourage them fo 5rinj in more /'rienﬁ[v and ) /zerﬁa/u
fatience, ﬁane@, and ﬁumiﬁ‘@. Bible studies and varied  later, starta af'.vcif)/esﬁi/y fprogram.
activities were used to illustrate each virtue. This year, the leaders
decided to lef the childven understand more c/ear@ the God fﬁey The Youth committee has a/y/arm/e/ fﬁejoinl fe/[owxﬁify of the
believein and the beautiful gift of Salvation. High School, College, and Young Professionals groups once in
every fwo months yt‘arﬁry last year fo enhance fe/fowrﬁip with
For the Wijﬁ School level] the '?urpoye Driven £i/e' small /iﬁ[erenf age groups and encourage older Christians to ﬁe//} the
sy, group discussion younger ones grow in their faithin Christ

= was fthe
i ,\ ﬁyﬁfljﬁ{ of last qu the Lord be p/eme/ with our work and continue to bestow
"year'; program. 9t His wisdom and é’/n’n’!ua/ﬂui/an

. hada ﬂreat‘im/mcf name's sake. God bless you.

on many fteen-agers'
v 9
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YOUTH CAMP 2005 - FOUR THUMBS UP

Henson Lee Yu

Over the years, I had joined seven
rch camps but this camp was
nitely different from those other
s. This year's theme was "24/7-
g with Christ in the Details of Life". We
d how to use our lives for Jesus in
thing that we do through special ways. Allow
me to share some of our activities to explain why.

First, our day would start §
with “Morning Watch" wherein the
camp working committee and the ;
counselors would wake up early in
the morning to worship and pray for
the Spirit to work through the
day's activities and speakers. God

clearly how God's hands moved and

inspired us. He even provided us with perfect
weather throughout the camp duration - it was not
too hot, giving us the chance to play in the fields
and walk around with friends during our free time.

Also, during Praise & Worship, we were
able to hear first-hand “God-Encounters" from
fellow campers as to how God intervened,
comforted and saved them. Hearing these
strengthened our faith in our real and living God
evenmore.

In this camp, we were blessed to have our
very own Rev. Albert Ong & Bro. Lorenzo Castro to
be our main camp speakers. They expounded on
the theme very clearly and vividly. Maybe one big
factor is because both of them are very much
involved in our youth group and therefore, they
know our needs.

Aside from the morning and evening
sermons, we had the chance to listen to special

speakers on different topics. We had “Knowing
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This topic tackled on the
different personalities of
. people and the need to
ll accept others as they are
because God created all of
us uniquely and each one of
us has a role to play.
Instead of the usual “Love,
Courtship, Marriage” topic, we had another
interesting session entitled "Men are like Waffles,
Women are like Spaghetti” shared to us by Rev. & Mrs.
Gonzalo Millamena Jr. Here, we learned the
differences between a man and woman and why
they act the way they do. This topic is a very big
help to us in understanding not only our future
life-partner but also our family, friends,
workplace and ministry. The last of these special
sessions is entitled “You've Gor Manners?" by Dea.
Livian Garcia.  This tackled on eye-opening
etiquettes and manners on how to dine, how to
introduce a person, how to be respectful to our
elders, etc. - all these reminded us on how to
behave especially when we are called the salt and
light of this world.

There were also some activities that we did
not expect to do in this camp. One early morning,
some of us woke up to go to
buy ingredients
needed for lunch.
That whole




morning was spent preparing food and actual
cooking. We evenhadacontest for that! Through
this, not only did we learn to market and cook, but
also to cooperate, to appreciate those who
prepared food for us, and above all to give thanks
to the Provider who never fails to supply our daily
needs. Another activity that we had was Wall
Painting. Not only did we have the chance to paint
and stimulate our creativity but we also learned
how to be clean, resourceful and to enjoy the

fellowship of fellow brothers and sistersin Christ.
Do you want to see our work of art? We painted
the walls of Mandaue Gospel Center for you to see.
© We also had the chance to use our talents during

the “Christ-Circle Quest”. We learned to use our
gifts for God's glory and at the same time this
activity reminded us of our theme through the
presentations. We give praise and honor to our
Giver, the ultimate source of these gifts. During
one of the nights, we watched a secular film on the
spirit world. In that film, we realized that bad
spirits still do exist in this world and all the more
we come to appreciate the presence of our
Protector who always protects us from harm.

We also had the chance to be little
missionaries by supporting financially the
Operation Mobilization Philippines (OMP). We
had two simple meals and through that, we saved
50php per person per meal, so we were able to give
a total of 10,000php to OMP. We learned that in
our little way, we can be a blessing and help to
thosew ianeed. The feeling was great!

We usually
had group
devotions but

for just one morning, we were asked to have
personal devotions. We chose a place in
the big area of MGC ground and all of us
experienced very intimate quiet tim
with our God.

Camps are never without
Aside from the games, all of uson cer
days in the camp wore mismatched
flashy attires. Those who were extre
mismatched and flashy were crowned
Ms. Baduy and Mr. & Ms. Hayag respectively.

Normally, the last night of the camp is the
testimonial night. But this time, the organizers
decided to invite some people from our church to
share their "God-Stories”. We learned from Auntie
Lili Gothong, Ahia Lydale Chua, Achi JJ Su and our
very own Loreto how God proved His existence in
their lives in spite of the many struggles they went
through. We admire all of them because they
faithfully live their lives for the glory of God. It's
all about Him and never about us. I't's Hisstory! I
believe that life still goes on and that they will still
go through difficult times in their lives but one
thing is certain - God will remain faithful to them
and also to us. Other campers also shared their
"God-Stories" that night around the camp fire.

To all the camp working committee, four
thumbs up! Why? The two are mine,andsince I'm
sure that God was indeed pleased and honored, the
other two are His. Let's again remind ourselves to
walk with Christ inevery detail of our lives - 24/7.




ACTS 16:31

Lydale Joshua P. Chua

I came from a non-Christian family,
like many Chinese families, our beliefs
a mixture of Catholicism, Buddhism
aoism.

Back in China, our Thar Kong (great
ather) was a Taoist medium with prophetc
s. One day as he was walking by the village
T, he saw a vision. He saw an appantion of a boat
and from this boat came out people wearing black
clothes; they were throwing what appeared to be black
seeds all over the place. After that vision, our Tha
Kong warned his fellow wvillagers of an impending
disaster but the villagers just laughed him off. Their
laughter turned to fear when days later an epidemic
struck the village. People were dying of an unknown
illness, the only manifestation of which was dark spots
on their bodies. From then on our Thai Kong was a
respected figure in their community. Of course, our
Thar Kong's supernatural abilities didn't come from
God but from... who else. Our Thar Kong was an
active leader of their Buddhist and Taoist
temple. These events happened around
a century ago. Right from the start,
our family was rooted into idolatry!

Back here in Cebu, our Amah
(grandmother) was a very devoted
Buddhist and at times, also worshipped
the Taoist gods. Our family and our
family business were committed to the care of
Buddhist gods. We have no choice but to follow our
Amah, being the "'mother” of our big family (because in
Chinese family we put our elders at high esteem). Our
Amah had to consult the temple for every major
decision we made. From human standpoint, our
family was doomed to idolatrv and darkness. Although
our grandparents were very good people, stll they
were deep into 1dolatry. When I was a child, I was
really scared to go to my Amah's house because their
gods looked so mean (red face, big stomach, long
beard and to top it all, they all carried very big swords!!)

While our family was deep into idolatry and
unknown to us, our Amah's younger sister who had
converted into Christian faith had been constantly
praying for our family, even praying for each of us by
name. (by name, mind vou, we are a big clan!) Praise
God! Her prayers were answered.

God finally stepped into the picture and began
a serics of miracles in our family. In February, 1984,
my Ahia (elder brother) , who was the eldest among
cousins (3rd generation members of the family),
accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior. He was
converted to the evangelical faith. This was quite
unexpected because my Ahia was a very devoted
catholic; in fact, he was a staunch Manan devotee. But
because of a tesimony of a cousin's friend and
definitely by God's grace and the power of the Holy
Spirit, my Ahia boldly made this step of faith by
convertng into evangelical faith.

At first, our parent's took my Ahia's
conversion lightly. They thought he was just going
through a period of confusion as a teenager. Betore my
Ahia's conversion, our elders would even joke that my
Ahia would become a priest someday because he was
very religious”. When I was young, I collected Ninja
Turtles action figures but my Ahia's collection were
religious 1cons! (That's how religious he was!) So
when my Ahia was converted to Chnstanity,
my parents didn't mind because they
thought eventually he will go back

to Catholicism. But the Lord's
work couldn't be stopped! Actually,
He had just begun! Later that year
(1984), my Atsi (elder sister) and an
uncle (my dad's younger brother, 2nd
generation family member) also accepted Christ! The
three of them were baptized in January, 1985 at Cebu
Christian Gospel.

Unfortunately, my uncle backslid a few years
after his baptism but my Ahia and Atsi kept the faith.
By this time, both of them were undergoing
persecution from our elders because of their faith. I
even heard that my dad was verv mad when he found
out that my Ahia was baptized! (Imagine two young
souls trapped in a very big 1dolatrous family!!) My Ahia

joined Bethany Church while my Atsi joined The

Living Chnstan Church. Both of them would
constantly pray for the salvation of the rest of the
fanly. My Ahia in particular would copstantly claim
the words in Acts 16:31, "Bely
Chnist and you will be
saved - you and your

household.”




The second wave of revival came to our family
in the early 90's (between 1991 and 1994) when cousin
after cousin (6 to be exact) came to the Lord. My ouwn
turn came n August of '97. Indeed, the Lord changed
my life and I was never the same! After more than a
decade of my Ahia's fervent prayers, my dad and mom
(2nd generation family member) camme to know Christ
in 1988, a year after I was saved! This was quite
unexpected especially with my dad for he is a tough
man (in other words "kara-an bugoy”) and he doesn't
care much about religion. But I believe there 1s no
amount of force in existence that could refuse the
Lord. He got through my dad and in the vear 1999, my
mom and dad were baptized.

In the year 1999-2001, the Lord once again
moved mightly in our family. Many more of our
cousins received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior,
particularly the younger ones. Moreover, my uncle
who backslid recommitted his life to Chnst and even
up to now, the Lord is using him as a channel of
blessing to other people's lives! But a greater miracle
was yet to come.......

In January of 2001, my Amah was diagnosed
with cancer. Her doctor told us that her ime was short.
This news burdened all Christian cousins because we
knew that if she's going to die without Christ, she would
be going to hell. In fact, one of my cousins had a dream
that she saw my Amah in hell, suffering and agonizing.
You see, we cousins were very attached to our Amah
even though we had been converted to Christian faith
and my Amah was a devoted Buddhist. My Amah was
a very polite and kind hearted woman. When she
found out that we had been converted to evangelical
faith, she respected our decisions and this made us
respect her even more. So when her doctortold us the
news, we were all verv sad. My Amah was a hardcore
Buddhist all her life. The gospel was shared to her
many times but she would repeatedly decline and
refuse it! I can still remember we prayed extra hard for
her from January to November, 2001. We felt that
there was a fierce spiritual battle going on for her soul.
The enemy didn't give up easily either, even to my
Amah's final days.
ally hard during those times...
really hard! In October of
2001, by God's

sovereign grace

(This testimony was shared during “God-Stories’’ session of the Youth Camp 2005.)

and immeasurable mercy, after years of refusing
the gospel, my Amah finally prayed the
sinner's prayer. A greater confirmation came
to us in November of 2001 when she wa

already at her death bed; she surrendered
the lordship of our Lord Jesus Chnist.
fact the very last words she uttered be
she fell into coma was "CHU YA SO" (
Jesus!) ... Days after, she was called
home by her new Lord and Savior. We w
sad because we will surely miss her but deep
our hearts we were rejoicing because we didn't
battle. Our Lord Jesus won it for us!

In early 2002, 1t was my Angkong's
(grandfather's) turn. He, too, prayed the sinner's
prayer. He was 82 years old! God 1s indeed amazing!

Today, the Christians in our family out-
number the non-Christians. Except for two young
cousins, all 3 generation members of our big family
are believers in Christ! What really amazes me is that
God's grace can not be stopped. From 8“ generation of
our clan, it climbed up to the 2" generation even up to
the 1" generation. My family worships in different local
churches, some in Bethany, some in The Living
Christan Church, and others are in Word of Life,
Maranatha, Cebu Christan Gospel Center, and Cebu
Gospel Church.

Only God could have made all these possible.
Who would have even thought that a big idolatrous
family like ours would come to Chnist? But God in His
sovereign grace and mercy chose to reveal Himself to
us. We are conducting weekly Bible study in some of
our business establishments. It has become a harvest
ground of the Lord! He claimed ownership of our
business, too! Weeks ago,
eight of
employees had been
baptized. God 1
indeed amazing!!!! [

our

just want to give back
all the glory and honor
to GOD!
THANK YOU
. O R D
JESUS!!




MY B

Us RIDE

Jennifer Jane P. Su

I was a child who had
rything. My parents would
ish us with love and attention.
were a deeply religious family. 1

everything I ever needed and
ted. You might say that mine was a
perfect life. Teenage years came, I started
looking for something more, something I
thought could make me “happy”. So, I
started rebelling. It was ironic becavse
when I decided to do the things I wanted in
my life, I didn't realize that whatIwas doing
was hurting my family. 1didn't see it as a
rebellion but more of ateenager's whim.

Iread somewhere that life is like a bus
ride. You choose the bus that would take you
to your destination. There are many buses
and all of them promise to take you to
“happiness”. There are buses that are bound
for possession, some for pleasure...I, on the
other hand, chose to get on board the bus
called ‘party and friends”. 1 did a lot of
things on this ride that I now regretted for
oftentimes I heard my conscience warning
but I never listened. I allowed the party

noises to drown it all out.

After years of riding on this bus full of
people laughing and carousing, enjoying the
non-stop party, I realized something. I
learned that the noise had to be really lovd to
drown out the emptiness I was really feeling
inside. Theride now seemed different to me.
It felt long and endless just like when you're

in a long, dark tunnel wondering when you

wi// ever gef out. Ih f’Lle mide ofl'f a//, God

(This testimony was shared during “God-Stories " session of the Youth Camp 2005.)

was there because He had already singled
me out to be saved. All that time when I
ignored Him and never asked help from
Him, He was calling me, tapping me on my
shoulders. Ijustdidn'tlisten...

I thank the Lord for His hand of
discipline was hard on me. He loved me so
much that when His genf/e tapping didn't
get my attention, He decided to hit me with a
hammer...and it must have been one big
hammer because it turned my life around.
One special Christmas night... I prayed. I
prayed like I never prayed before and it felt
so good. I realized that forgiveness has
always been a part of our Lord's loving
nature. From that moment on, my life
started to change and it must have been a
big change because my parents, sisters and
friends all noticed the change in me.

My bus ride is not over yet. The good
part is that now I'm on the right bus. I know
my destination and I can't wait to get there,
but in the mean time..I'm hoping to give
some people aride along the way, a beautifu/
ride on “God's bus”.




REMEMBERING A SIMPLEMAN, MY DAD

Virginia Chua Uy

As I sit here tonight going thru our family album, I can't
help but shed a tear as I come across a picture of my Dad (Chua
Bon Chit) in his 80" - strong, healthy, slim & smiling in his

Jjogging outfit. This is the way I will always remember him. He
had been ajoggerformore than halfofhislife.

18 years ago, he joined a marathon called "Head Start”
that started jogging from Consolacion proper to Fuente Osmefia
rotunda. He was the oldest jogqer in the marathon but was just as
robust & full of energy as the rest of the joggers. However, a day
came when upon reaching the Barracks area, his stomach ached
and he had to stop. Mom called me the next day. I rushed to see
him and brought him to the doctor. His skin and eyes had turned
yellow. It was then I first realized that my Dad could get really
sick

My father who had always been my solid "Rock”, one
who gave me strength & quidance all my life, was after all, a

fallible man. He needed to be operated on immediately as he had
stones in hisgallbladder.  Well, tomake the long story short, my
Dad did survive the operation and spent the next 18 years of his life
simply and contentedly until God called }um home last July 4,

2004.

I miss my dad very much especially when 1 look at family
pictures. As the only daughter left in the Philippines with my other
two older sisters living in Canada &a brother living in Australia, I
made it a point to visit my Dad everyday while he was still alive.
We would sit & talk & laugh at all the juicy little news I told him
and he loved to hear them, especially news about my siblings and
his grandchildren whom my Dad personally took care of for 8
years before my brother and his family left for Australia.

Suchwas the simple joy of the simple man, my Dad. He
wasan artist at heart. He would practice his Chinese calligraphy
(Mo-Pit) whenever he had time. He also loved to cook, to travel &
toread books especially the Holy Bible during the last few years of
his life.

He was not a demanding person, never asked for much,

ing his final days. He never complained about pain

¢ cried at the knowledge that he had
cancer. He was not afraid of
death & would tell us,

‘This is the path

everyone has to take someday.” He was prepar
face his Creator & God took himguickly & pain
His illness lasted only 2 months.
All these fond memories of my father a
fw'ever treasured in.my heart as t/w)/ were caphured
snapshots. 1 am consoled by the knowledge that he
without pain andis in the hand of our Creator.

I am forever grateful to the Brother's & Sister's

Fellowship (Hia Ti Hoi & Tsi Be Hoi) of Cebu Gospel Church
formaking my Dad's last years of earthly life happy & meaningful
as my father renewed & deepened his relationship with God thru
their examples & support.

How my Dad's face would lightup in eager anticipation
a day before their weekly “Tam-Hong" (visitation) at my home
during his last year. The fellowship was the source of his strength
during his illness.

I was so touched and amazed at their kindness and
sincere love that 1 myself have leamed to appreciate the word of
God even after my fathers death and have become a Gospel
Christian, having been baptized last March 27" of this year.

I thank all of you, Brother's and Sister's Fellowship
members and especially Pastor Albert Ong, for guiding my Mo,
my brother Hany &me along this path as we try to make our own
way withoutour beloved father.

The Bible is now my constant compamon & comfort and
I would like to end this short -
tribute tomy Dadwithone 1
of my favorite passage -
John 1125, “I am the 1
resurrection and the life. Bl
He who believes in me will g g
live; even though he dies.” §
This verse reminds me that
God Almighty is in control
of my life. We don't have to
fear death and I look
forward to the day I will see
my beloved father again!
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A New Level of Worship

Joybells Gospel Team

Sounds a [ittle too spiritual to you?
Well, let me tell you this. This is what Goa
has impressed upon us during the 3-dayp8
workshop organized by our church's Sacred g 8§
Music Committee. This workshop was a
workshop for worship leaders,
instrumentalists, worship team members
(such as the worship leaders’ back-ups), choir
members and practically everything that has
to do with these two words... music and Y
worship. . E 1

The team that conducted the 3-day %
workshop was called JNX or Joyful Noise |
Express. This is a ministry led by Anthony
Chan, a brother in Christ residing in the g8
United States. His team members for this
workshop were. .. Isabela Chan (Anthony's
wife) Daniel Chang, Bob Medcalf ana
Benjie Chan. They conducted workshops on
guitars, bass guitars, drums, Keyboards,® S :
vocals and worship leading. Anthony led the workshop on Qey60an{s Danonguitar,
Bob on drums, and Benjie on bass guitar. It was really amazing to see so many youny
people participatedin these workshops.

To us, the most significant thing God has impressed upon us in this workshop
was to take worship onto a new levell Huh? A new level you say? YU®P, it is but
don't worry though for what we are about to share with you is not some deep spiritual
theory. Sowhat isit then? Well, God'is calling usto. ...

WORSHIP HIM TOGETHER As A CHURCH.

Let merepeat that once more. ..
GOD IS CALLING ALL OF Us TO WORSHIP HIM TOGETHER As A CHURCH.
After hearing that, you might be thinking. .. “Aw shucks, that's sooo obvious. Are we not doing that in church every
Sunday?” Well, there's something much deeper than that. Fact is, a church is a congregation of worshippers, and these
wor shippers come from different walks of life. There, you will find young and old people, middle-aged people, widows and
widowers, people from broken families, people from well-to-do families, and the list goes on. These people come from different

backgrounds and each individual has his/her own distinct personality and character. Some of us might even find other people
(in our church) repulsive. Correct? I, forone, am guilty of that.

But God calls us to go beyond that. To go beyond the walls of personal comfort, to go beyond the walls of security and
to go beyond the walls of arguments. This is not something new to us. The church of Corinth during Paul’s time was also
experiencing the same thing. It wasone of Paul’s reasons to write his letters to this church.

Let me share with you what Paulwrote in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31...

“@rothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many
were influential; not manywere of noble birth. “But GOD chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; GOD chose
the weak things of the world to shame the strong. “He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things and the
things that gregate to nullify the things that are, ® 5o that no one ma y boast before HIM. It is because of HIM that you are in
grist Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from GOD - that is, our nghteousness, holiness and
redemption. ' Therefore, asit iswritten: “Let himwho boasts boast inthe Lord.”

LET HIM WHO BOASTS BOAST IN THE LORD.
My dear brothers and sisters, God is calling us to [ay aside our differences and to

...more on page 18
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HEART O WORSHIP

Angel Beth U. Oh

As mustcians, we always try to learn new technigues and
refine our skils; ar's why we attend as muck workshaps as possible
Ve were indeed very privileged when a feam of highly-qualified
musicians who call temselves the Jogful Nocse Xpress, led by team
/awm’er (67/7%0/7% Chan, volurtteered o come o Cebu and tramn our
musically-inclined brethrenon Waglf-] 9. 2005.

T he JogfulMoise Xpress (rX)is a non-denominationaland
oross-cultural non-profir ministry based in the Unired Siares serving
churches all over the world. It was foundied. a;/ /?ﬂ%my Chan wirk is
wife Isabello and their two good friendls who shared the same vision for
music and worship ministry. Jor their Philppine minisivy, ree of the

JiX team members (namely Bobby Medealf, Daniel Chang, and
Beryiie Chan joined Anittony and Isabella.

(Ve three-day muste seminar bivked off witt a specialfred
instruments class during the morming session, whick focused on
beyboards (by Anthony),
bass (by Beryie), guirar (by
Do), and drums by
Bobty). Gollow up lessons
and advanced courses

;o /o/bwm’/ﬁmexm’ay.

Cvening sessions tackled te topie

...continued from page 16 (A New Level of Worship)

care for one another. To care for our elderly brothers and
sisters, and to [ooK after our younger brothers and sisters in
Christ. That is what God has challenged us through this
workshop. There are different fellowships in a church but we
serve and [ove one God. It is also my dream to someday see a
Sfellowship of young and old serving our Lord together. To
someday be able to worship together without being worried or
Sflustered by ideals of people. To just worship together.
eat? So I challenge you now, as you have
n our Lord, together.

w—

Heort of Toorship” [ eam teadter Anthony Cha
e 1albs which addvessed e main focus of wors
God - be ir in singing, preaching, and even

offerrory.

Aside from learning 1o p@y the dnstruments; )

provided insights on [ eam' Dyramies on the turd day. Anthony Chan
stressed thar in order o sound good, lisiering and being sensitive 1o eack
other isessential - from theback-up singers 1o tesound rechnicians. ”

A singing rechnigue workshop capped off the music seminar.
Volunreers gamely sampled diffferent genres o songs as A nttony gave
useful fios on hrow to sound'berter accordling to e ypeof songssuny.

Ve feel very sporled (our stay in Cobu)and jf God permis
we hope 1o come back soon,” Anthony remarked. Musie committee
chairperson Eljpabertr Oh was also very glad with the turnout of the
seminar. (We workshops were very much appreciated and people
craved formore.” Elpabert commented. T hope the ullimate pur pose of
ety desire o learn more aboul muste (s 1o tmprove ety services o e

Lovd "sheadaed,

POt e numerous positive feedbacks Me music commitee
recerved, the commitee wil definitely find ways and means o bring them
bacésoon!
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PCGS Family on to a Spiritual Retreat

Rosemarie S. Castro

Each summer, before a new
ool year begins, teachers and staff
Id all be pouring their brain
gies into planning and preparing for
challenges ahead of them. This
| year is no exception. Last June 2-4,
» about 55 teachers and staff went on a
ee-day, two-night retreat at the El Salvador
Beach Resort, Danao City. It was a time to
refresh, torelax, and to recharge.

Indeed, those three days got the best
from us. During ice-breaking or bonding
sessions when everyone had loosened up, we
seemed to forget that we were teachers and staff
and acted more like elementary pupils during
recess period. Food was abundant and the
rooms were comfortable. Sunrise and sunset
were such beautiful sights to behold that one
could only gaze in awe and marvel at the Creator
ofallthese.

This year's theme was “Expanding Your
View: Seeing the World God's Way”. The YWAM
(Youth with a Mission) team helped in facilitating
our small groups as we discussed spiritual
lessons in a more personal and deeper level.
Our main speaker was Rev. Douglas Sharpe of
the YWAM team.

The team discussed three main points:

1. God, the Unshakable Foundation (based on
Isaiah 40).The eternal truth is that God
lovingly controls and cares for this world and
its destiny. In this passage, we encounter the
power, the wisdom, and most of all, the heart
of our amazing God, and how these
characteristics are expressed in His dealings
with the world. Take time to worship God and
His faithfulness to His creation. Tell Him
about your difficult circumstances, put them
into His hands and ask for help in trusting that
He will take care of them. GOD IS IN
CONTROL!

2. Lies or truth? (based on Rom. 1:18-32; 12:1-
2) Sometimes, we wonder why some people
who have known God would later reject Him.
Sin and the devil destroy relationships and
some people blame God for that. That's sad.
There may be areas in your life that God
wants to challenge your way of thinking that
would bring about a change in lifestyle. Ask
the Lord to show you how He sees your
behavior and how it makes Him feel. Ask
Him to let you see what your attitude should
be, to change your heart, andto help youface
and accept His truth in this area in your life.
BE TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING
OF YOURMIND.

e R

3. The Fullness of His plan

(based on
Colossians 1:9-29) God had created a good
world for His own pleasure. People's sin has
spoiled it, but God is now fixing it through the
work of Jesus Christ, “to reconcile to Himself

all things”. Jesus is at the center of God's
plan in restoring the world and its people to
Himself. Thank God for Jesus and for what
He did for us. Ask God to show you how to
play your part in bringing redemption and
reconciliation to the whole of God's creation.
GOD IS FIXING ALL THAT'S BROKEN IN
OURWORLD.

Read the followin
reflections from
some faculty and

staff members




regarding the retreat - how the Lord has spoken
tothem.

Working in an educational institution
means investing one's life in shaping and
molding young lives with the challenge of
bringing the students to the center of God's
will, thus reaching their fullest potentials for
self-improvement, the good of society, and
most of all, for the glory of our Maker. "Lord,
teach me to see the world as You see it!" May
this be our prayer as we truly follow and obey
the one true God.

Rose Marie Castro

S )
The retreat LAast summer wAs trult; A

}JlﬂﬂSﬂnt ex}:erience far me because I never
expected things would turn out so great! The
Activities qiven were taken seriau5117 As
healthy competitions which somehow brauqkt
out hidden talents and the long-forqotten
passionsof the teachers. We didn'texactly give
fabulous presentations, but the reconciled
hearts and renewed spirits brought about by
those exPeriences were fnr more valuable than
any freswtntim. These ang many more made
this retreatvery meaningful tome.

Ms. Blesilgen Navarro
Feacher, Elementary Dept.

When | first heard that
there was going to be a
retreat for all the
teachers and

staff, | was hesitant to join. | thought, “I am a new
teacher. | can'timagine whatit's like to be spending
three days and two nights together with
strangers.” The thought alone already made me
uncomfortable. That's exactly what happene
during the first day. | felt very uneasy and ha
lot of hesitations, fearing that | might be “o
place” or be misunderstood. | tried comfo
myself by thinking that “I'm here to focu
God.” God gave me the surprise of my life
on the second day | discovered that m
colleagues can be fun-to-be-with.

I'm thankful that God gave me time to e
sweetness of His presence. Yes, “what a fellowship, wha
joy divine,” to just sitin His presence and listen to His words
that gave me encouragement. Also, | am thankful for the
experience of sharing with my co-teachers and staff. To
God be the glory!

Ms. Faith Malvar
Jeacker, Elementorny Dept.

9 was indeed a wonderful treat for me as a new member of
the PCGS fami@, to bhond and to share sf)in'{ua/ lessons with my
co/feajuex. The retreat gave me the oportunity fo enjoy and to
commune with God. Moreover, the retreat also touched my /i/e =
impire/ me to accept the cﬁa/érye; that would come my way as I
5aﬂin 4 new cﬁa/)fer of my career with PCGS.  The theme,
"E\f/mnaﬁ'n‘g Your View: Seeinj the World God's Way, :
cﬁa//enﬂe/ me to see the /mt‘ﬁ fﬁrauﬂﬁ which God is /eaag'nj me.
%\'75{ now, this /m{ﬁ is ﬁwﬁ'ry me to the PLGS f'am@ which 9
believe, is a /mfﬁ for the jao/ of my career and the :freryfﬁeninj of
my relabi omﬁify with God.

Ms. Mym Monteclar
Faculty, High Scheot Dept.

.

W.W.).D., What would Jesus do? This
popular acronym on a popular bracelet
came immediately to my mind when | read




the theme for this year's retreat. The
theme challenged me to see the world
God's way and to think and respond to
ituations God's way.

“Lord, teach me to see the world as
u see it!” is a simple prayer that God
ealed to me in a very special way. It
nged the way | pray. This revelation
hasized that God's perspective is
reater than my eyes could see. lam
ssed with this prayer.
d is truly the Unshakable Foundation.
n life bears witness 100% without a doubt
, He is the immovable foundation.... and |
shall not be moved. Yes, He is all we need if we
want to enjoy our journey in life. This revelation
also made me realized that | am so blessed tobe
one of His precious children. He is the same
yesterday, today and forevermore. He is in
control of everything for He is the source of
everything. Nothing and no one compares with
God's stubborn love.

In every eventin our lives, God will always
speak and show us the way to His kingdom
through His chosen children. | praise God for
the PCGS administration for giving us this
wonderful experience. The school's effort to
give teachers a retreat every year made me
realized that this institution is really in serious
business with God. In my heart and mind, it is
planted that this school is a good ground to
plant seed that brings life. May God continue to
give me strength and wisdom to do the ordinary
work in extraordinary ways for His Glory!

Mrs. Loreben Abaquita
Faculty, High S chool Dept.

Joining
thg retreat
was not an
accident.
It was the
will of thg
lsord for
meg to be
there. That
was my

: first timg to
join a retreat wherein | do not kKnow angong. | was a
complete stranger when | joingd the retreat. But by
the graceg of God, | managed to quickly relatg and bg a
part of the family. Thank God for the teachers and
staff - for their heart warming attitudes and very cool
spirits.

| was so touched by the messages of Rev.
Sharpeg. Glorg to God... he was truly &pirit-filled and
anointgd. “GO® 1S IN CONTROL”, ISHIFH 40:29-
30....... thosg werg very heartwarming verses.
Furthgrmorg, the 5 THINGS - PEHNCE PLAN gave me
many insights in dgaling with pgopleg who have caused
pain and troublg in my life. God is also teaching me to
“WAIT,” to be patignt, persegverg and not to QUIT gven
if tribulations arg coming my way. s the saying
gogs, “@od did not promisg us a smooth sailing
journgy., butHg promisegs us safglanding.”

It was a very nieg retreat. It stregngthegned me
spiritually, gmotionally and profgssionally. It made
meg & better person for | realized that in God's
perspective, | am special. | am forgver thankful to God
forthis opportunity.

Miss Miah R. Cabarrubias
Faculty, High Schoot Dept.

Glod s i control, Shese are he words that atreck
WWJMWJE"/SMMA How then codd T
bt God's i for my e
didn Have Lo #° %w%/ /ez,wz—wuaééry interoiows, send o
WMA/WJMAWMMM/JMWZ&%VA/
Soining fod facts.
neally be Gods awilt for me. Bt months pased and hings
werent ceen going half my epectatlions and S starled asking
%/4& meny guesticns. Have %// nenlly ealled me 1o Se a
Lovcker? Hove %4/ ua/é/ ehsaon THis ,a&a ,(M me? Hore
You really the One whs aent me this werk? O was
cocrything meantl bo o disastor?

Thes madsmeqpiritually sick and D needsd Jod 7
Aealme. %WMM/&/IWM cfa,moﬂunm
beartand mind P bistined To Jod and traly e never fails
e and o never will Jod pave me all.the answers 2o my
gueations M/d%mu/a//ry%a/ﬁ. Ao Holef me o wact
/MWW%MWMJMW/&/MM&MMI%
o crcated me. o crcated me do Zoach to Loara, Zo lone, T

//M,@Wﬂ/&/ﬁ makea A%W

Faculty, Preschoal Dept.
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ACROSS
). Where Jesus, his mother, his

anending the wedding st Cana

9. He rebuilt Jericho at the cost of
his two sons

10. Not everyane who says 10 me,
‘Lord, Lord' will __ the
kingdom of heaven, but only he
who docs the will of my Father

12. One of the scven chosen to
help the 12 apostles (Acts 6:5)

14, Mother

15. Water in solid state

16. Inflame with love

18. Traveled hurriedly

20. Yes in Spanich

2). ___ God be the glory!

23. Acom, chestnug, hazelnut, ctc.

25. Connecticut (abbr)

27. Ritardando (Music)

29. She and her family alone
survived the fall of Jencho

31. U.S. spacxraft that landed men
on the moon

32. Father in Tagalog

33. Having a sound, hcalthy mind

34. Book of maps

36. Ampere-Hour

37. A flower

38. Musical note

(From: Krossing with Kat by Katrina Pilapil)

DOWN
1. He is the way, the truth and the

brothers and discipks went after life, no one comes 10 the Father

axcept through Him

2. Anifical Intelligence

3. He denied Jesus 3 times

4. High pricst of lsracl when
Samuel was still a young boy

5. Gas used in advartisemant lights

6. Father -araw of Caiphus

7. Utah (abbr.)

8. A reminder

L1. Seldom found

13. List of food

17. Dsugbter of Seul and first wife
of David

19. Grows oa the head of a deer

22. Sister-in-law of Ruth

24. Where Paul saw a vision of a
man of Maccdonia (Acts 16)

26. Judah's daughter-in-taw

28. Etectnaally charged panicle

30. Fundamental part

31. King of Judsh who is the

father of Jehoshaphat
35. Musical note

Answers:
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“I'd love lo enter the land with milk end boney,

but 'm leetoge 2

©2001 Soasy Hawkins

(From: The Awesome Book of Heavenly Humor by Bob Phillips)

WHICH DISTURBS YOU MOST?

A soul in Hell... or a scratch in your car?

Your missing the worship service...
or missing a day's work?

A samon that's 10 minutes long...
or lunch half hour late?

A church not growing... or your
garden not growing?

Your Bible unopened... or your 1! '
newspaper uaread? <4 ‘ /g

The church work being neglected... or housewark negloctod?

Missing a good Biblc study.... or your favorite TV program?

The millions who do not know Christ... or your inability to
kecp up with your neighbors.

The cry of the multitude for bread... or your desire for an
piece of German chocolate cake? .

Your tithes decrcasing...or your income dexreasing?

Your children late for Sunday School and Cburch...or late
for school?

Which really disturbs you most?

“LORD, disturb me and make me reflect on the morc
significant things in life. Remind me that people arc morc
important than things, and Your Word the most important of
all. As You guide me Jet me choose to do Your will and follow
whatis right. Leave me not to walk alone. May Your wisdom
guide me as cver, for I dare not trust my own. What will [
gain if going my own way I'd miss Your great plan for me?
Break my will to match Yours, Lord, so that I may be one
with You in everything I choose to think and do.”
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