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Jal 17 - Srs. Deanne S. 7o rested in our Lovd
Tul 31 -Fremier broadeast of Good TV
7749 23 - S15.Ong Sy Sin Luan went home to be with our Lord

7ug 28 - Leadership module entitled, “Froject 7pollos”
conducted by Rev. Koy Versoza

Sep 14-17 - 40" Mission Emphasis Week with Rev. Stephen Chu
& Rev. John Ong speaking on the theme, [Uission
Challenge In the 21" Century”

Sep 25 - éér/fm/ﬂ/ Sehool/ éﬂndﬂ}/ Sehool Teachers Sunday with
Dea. Lili Gothong reporting on the Sunday Sehool
ministry

Cet 3-7 - Jesus Loves You" ministry consisting of musical
concerts, medical missions and childven outreach
program in Cebu

Oet & - Bro. Fhilip Lim rested in the Lord

Oet 13 - Leadership Training (or couples by Dr. JohnTze
Ot 12 - Sis. Elisa Go foand vestin the Lovd

Oet. 21 - Bro. Zranciseo Yap went to be with the Lord

Oet 23 - Respect the #79ed Sunday with the Youth Committee
grving out special fokens to elderly members

et 28 - Sis. Doroteo Sino went to our heavenly home to be with the
Lovd

(et 28 - Bro. Dona fo/Z/h vested eternally in the Lovd

WNov 22-27 - Baptism of Sheji 7ZuTsai, Kosita 7/&/ Chaa, Caridad
/Z/mmm, Liesha /Uiae Dacules, Stacy /Mae Chan,
Vicole Uytengsa, Stephanie Uytengsn, Cathy Lynn
/}/h, Fhoebe Joy Uy, Kafe Chonalyn Uy, Fatrick
Brian Lim

Vov 24 - Thanksgiving Service with different fellowships
rendering prarses fo the Lord
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GROWING IN QUR RELATIONE

REV. ALBERT ONG

P WITH OTHER

Man was made by God not only as a physical being but,
also a social being possessing soul and spivit. Man is the crown of
God's creation. God wiade wian more special t/aan any otber t(yings
on this eartb and made bim to enjoy [i{:: in this world He made. But
we know that because of Sin, this has been greatly distorted from its
original plan. However, by accepting Jesus Clyrist as your Lord and
Savior, your sins are forgiven and God puts in you a new nature
that is Christ Himse[f. Tgis new nature needs to be nourisbeb tbat it
may bear fruit. Building your velationship with Chyrist is a “win-
win” situation. You always gain in wisdom and knowledge as you
know the Lord wiore. This wisdom and knowledge mmst also be
converted into action in our bai[;g [ife tbvoug!; our re[ationsbip with
otber peop[e. How we treat otbers reflects onr re[ationsbip wit(7 the
Lord. As Christians, we know that our goal in [ife is not only to be
saved, but to grow and be wiove [ike Jesus Chyrist.

As we talk about our velationsbip wit[y otbers, the wond
“neighbor” comes i view. How is our re{ationsbip with our
neigiﬁors? To be a neighbor to good peaple is never a hustle and it's
even enjoyable. If you have neighbors who are generous and kind),
you have to be praising God for them. You are blessed. But, what if
you have neigb&ors who wake your [ife uncomfortable, can you still
be a “good” neighbor to these people? As a Chyristian, what must be
our attitude towards ouy neig%ov?

Let us [ook at tbe word ”neig%ov" m tbe Bible. T(;ere are
two Hebrew words that are wost often found where English
versions read ”neig(ybor" in the Old Testament. The fivst s ”saZen"
which simp(y indicates inbabitants of neigbboring areas, whether
they are friendly or unfriendly. The second is the key word “rea” the
basic idea of wbicb is that of having sometbing to 00 wit{; one
another. This means neighbors ave persons who in some way contact
me and affect my experience. The noun “rea” appear- a4 4
ng some 187 times in t/ye Old Testament bas avery N /\*
broad application. It is used both of the c(ose friend and ;&/_/:
the chance acquaintance. Tfaougb sometimesitseemsto ¢ |
indicate relationships between mewmbers of the covenant people
(g, Lev. 10:18-32), it was used toindicate a fellow Tsraelite
(Exx. 2:13) and also the Bgyptian oppressors in early times

(Bax. 11:2).
P In Luke 10: 25-37, Jesus was dasked the

question, “Who is wiy neighbor?” This question came up due to the
broad use of the word “neighbor.” Tnstead of answering techuically,
Jesus used a story to answer the question. During the time of Jesus,
there was no farmbouse scattered around tbe agricu[tum[ area o
Palestie. There were only a few people in the villages around. So,
tbe voles and pri’ui[eges of a neig%or are very important in tbose
days. What ae the voles of a neig%ov?
Helpfulness is the first role of a neighbor. Proverbs 27:10,
“Do not forsake your friend and the friend of your father, and do ot
go to your brother’s house when disaster strikes you - better a
neighbor nearby than a brother far away.” How can you go to your
neighbor for help if you are not in good terms with them? You dow't
need gifts or talents to be a helpful neighbor. What you need is a BIG
HEART [ike that of the Lord. Never expect a return of the help you
ave to somebody, just do it for the Lovd. The Lord will be the one to
2 ess you for what you do to others in His name.
Friendliness is a good thing and always pleases the Lor.
Mt. 5: 9 reads, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for tZey will be called
sons of God.” Being a friend to our neighbors will open the door for
tf;e ospe[. ”Fﬁenbsbip evange[ism" is one of the most effective
metgobs of evangelism. 1t may take sowe time, but it is a sure win
situation. Jesus was even labeled as “a friend of tax collectors and
sinners” (Mt. IL.19) becanse He came to seek and to save tbe [ost. Do
you have non-Chyristian friends? It's sad if you dow't.
Sincerity is what veally makes true friendship. Romans
1310, “Love 0oes 1o barm toits neigbbor - Tbere are times t(;at tbe
easiest tbing to do is to “leave them alone” and the hardest is to
”speak the truth in love.” We often hear peop{e cowqo[ain about their
neighbors, but when they benefit from them they just kept quiet.
That is not fair. Praising our neighbors for the good they did is always
profitable. We accompgsb wmore by praising them for the good they
0id than by condewming them of something wrong. To be sincere also
means being forgiving. A forgiving spirit works
n  wiracles in your [ife spiﬁtua?[;g, emotionally, and even
= physically. “A bhappy man is a forgiving man.”
Forgiveness frees us from the slavery of hatred.

Forgiving others sincerely allow people to see
God's Zorgiveness in Jesus Christ. Be a
neighbor God wants you to be.
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775 year 2005 comes fo an end, let us all take a short
break from the holiday rash and ask ourselves this guestion:
how much have I grown in Christ the past year? Eavly part
of the year, we devoted our fime in knowing how fo grow in
our velationship with Christ fHimsell During mid- year, we
focused our affention in learning how fo grow in Christ
through our relationship with our own family and velatives.
Zn the lnst part of the year, we centered our atfention in
experiencing how to grow in Christthrough our relationship
withother pecple.

Car church has just concluded a weeklong (Jesus
Loves You' ministry together with Christian brothers and
sisters of Bangor Baptist Church from Maine, U.5.77. 775
I watched from the sideline, T mavveled at how much fime,
money and effort were poared info this ministry and all for
the glovy of God. It was hearfwarming fo see how brethrens
from local churches extended their helping hands in varions
fasks of this operafion. /75 thousands of people were
ministered through the medical missions, the outreach
programs and the evangelistic concerts, the singular
beautiful thing was that people involved in this ministry alse
grewin Christthrough theiv inferactions withpeople. When
operafion Jl?/ came fo an end, everybody felt good about
the success of the ministry. Wouldnt it be wonderful if we
could have ministries of this magnitude move offen? While
ittook us decadles to do the firstone, I can see the next one in
the horizon - perhaps in a years fime when we celebrate
God's enduring faithfulness fo our chureh throughout 70
years! In the meantime, let us not be confent with our
spivitual attainments for there is still much work fo be done.
Let us continue spreading the 9good news on smaller scales,
at work with our colleagues and in school with our
schoolmates. Let us not forget the people in our
neighborhood and neither should we forget our house
/re//»/ers‘ and dvivers who live within our own households. Let
us ask ourselves these questions: Is my life a living

festimony of God's great love? Do ofher people want fo know
more about Christ from what they witness in me? Can
peopletell that Zam a Christian?

Offen, plants are used fo symbolize spivitual growth.
While it takes only a few minates fo plant a seed, rf fakes
years of loving care for the seed fo grow info a sfrong and
healthy tree. Similarly, while it fakes a mivacle of a moment
fo be saved, it fakes a lifefime fo grow info spivifual
matarily. To attain spivitual maturity, we need fo feast on
God's words through darly Bible reading. Oaur roots should
90 deep ineto the underground streams of God's words. e
als0 need fo pray unceasingly and calfivate a good prayer-
life. The journey is long and somefimes it becomes
freacherous because of human frailfy. 775 we fravel along
sprvitual pathway, we occasionally stumble and get waylaid
by worldly things. Praise God for e is infinifely patient.
Like a doting Zather, fe looks upon our weaknesses with
fendler mevey and steadfast love. I have been reading the
Bible the past 10 months to fulfill a new years resolution.
There were times when I fook the easy route and scanned
through passages in the Seviptares that I found fedious
and shamelessly called it devotion. After a long and
difficult day at work, sometimes I became so weary that I
shovtfeat m y way past prayer fime and guiet moments with
the Lord. Despite all these lapses, I can still say with
confidence that my spivitual roots ave morve deeply anchored
in Christ today than it was a year
ag0. I have renewed my vesolution \m
of reading through the whole Bible a . ,
again this coming 2006 and by ,
doing so, I will slowly but savely grow
in the knowledge and :
grace of our Lovd ana )
Savior Jesus Christ v
(2 Peter 3.-15/.
APmenandamen.
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THE PRICELESS DOSSESSION WE CAN

REV. UN HockK WEE

GIVE

As parents, what is the best gift we can give to our
children? Is it 2 $ood education for them to have 2 $ood coreer
in the future? As children, what is the best ¢ift we can give Lo
our parents? Is it respect and obedience so that they will be
pleased? As husbands, what is the best gift we can give to our
wives? [s it love and faithfulness? As wives, what is the best gift
we can give to our husbands? Is it obedience and submission?
What kind of ¢t can we give Lo people whom we love that will
last for 2 lifetime? Is it house-and-lot or even 2l of our
possessions? Is there any gift that can last for eternity?

As Christians, what is our most important role? Is it to
bear 2 good testimony? OFf course it is. Christians ore expected
to shine for Christ. Is it to help the poor and the most neglected
people? We should lighten up their burdens in life. Is it Lo serve
the Lord and give our very best? Is it to worship and glorify
God in our [ife?

What is the most important business God gives to
Christians? Is it to establish churches or to bring souls to God?
Is it to preach and lead people to know Christ? The best gift we
can give to God and the only gift that we can bring to heaven
are the souls of people through preaching God's Word.

We must be like the
porents of Moses. They
belonged to the tribe of
Levites who were
responsible for offering
sacrifices and teaching the
Isroelites the mesning of
righteousness and how to

live it. They were the
ones keeping, guording and
protecting the law.

The parents of Moses. Asron and Miriam brought
them up to know the Lord. As 2 result, Azron. the elder brother
of Moses. became the first priest in Israel while his sister
Miriam was the one who assisted them in their ministry. Moses
was the one God used to bring, the Isr2elites out of the land of
Eéypt.

There is no better gift than to bring our children to the
Lord. We have to pass down Lo them our knowledge of God
and the love of Jesus in our [ife. Let them see that we love the
Lord throush our actions and help them understand that our
purpose in life is to glorify Him. As Proverbs 22:6 says. “Train o
child in the way he should go, 2nd when he is old, he will not
turn from it” Bringing our children to the Lord is not only our
responsibility o5 parents but also 2 command from the Lord.
Deuteronomy 6:7-9 states. “Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit ot home and when you walk 2long
the road. when you lie down and when you et up. Tie them 25
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your ¢ates.”

Leading, people to the Lord is not only the
responsibility of the pastors ond porents, it is 2lso every
Christian's responsibility. Matthew 28:18-20 says, “All suthority
in heaven and on esrth has been siven to me. Therefore, o and
moke disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the neme of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching, them
to obey everything I have commeanded you.” The Bible also says
that he who wins souls is wise (Proverbs 11:305). Last but not
least. it is written in Romans 10:15 that “beautiful ore the feet of
those who bring ¢ood news.”

Let us be diligent in evangelism and in bringing souls
to God!
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The Foar of Hying Without My Lolpved Mother

HELEN TIAN

One morning wivite 7 weas WW F
noticed strands %W&W more visible o
WW@/% # /%MMMW&WW&
me bl 7 resmermber tmom (elling me never 1o dye
WW W#/MWW@%/W/‘M&WW) So7

whial'she said and lol i resmacn the s,

5/&‘//5%7’4@ ]W%MW@W%‘V me: 7
tpp 7o the Les

wezs M%&;MMW@MWW

&%%%M m/‘é@% ]W/wvre;/eé whalsoever:

ﬁ%fﬂ/f’% WMWWW/’%M
%ﬁ% of aging m;f‘né@@/wfmﬂ‘wﬁ@w/
ﬁ% 7 do not dengy /%&WM;&M&M 7 pear
W@%&r%ﬁ%my%m 7 one lime; greal fear
gpped me and 7 asked mysed What f 7 stop being
MW’/" Who- will tatoe care of me hen Her @ white,
anotber red e, Howcan %59/@7//@%
i the One who- created me”" God has been my

éw/m;//;&o&m/my refuge /%m%é /%&%Wf,'

JW@%/ Ho willl lake care % me/ 5%//%@ tny motn's
favorie passage wirich 5 nscribed o her lombsione
came to-rmind] “Calllo-meand 7 willanswer yowand, 4

WWWWW%@% W yow not know- "

(Qeremezty 33:3) This fpassage gives me compor! and
never beoen z M/w/m’ me bt raitter

WM;MW nsperationas g0
throigh my /M% Yo rts
promised, T will keep walth cver
Yot 25 you come and 4o; boit now
M/ﬁ%%ﬁ”@%%vﬂ%ﬁ

allthese things goves me

the assurance that indbed 7 am
there for me: Thant you
Lord”
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DESERT TIMES

PDL

“REMEMBER HOW THE LORD YOUR GOD LED YOU ALL

THE WAY IN THE DESERT THESE FORTY YEARS, TO HUMBLE YOU

AND TO TEST YOU IN ORDER TO KNOW WHAT WAS IN YOUR
HEART, WHETHER OR NOT YOU WOULD KEEP HIS COMMANDS.”
—DEUTERONOMY 8:2

Tbeve are times in our [ives wben God [eads us into tbe
desert in order to let us finb out what is in our bearts. Tbese times
can be very difficult and humbling. Desert times may wean
[imited supplies of food and water o simply a financial crisis. 1t
may also mean a different envivonment in which a family or an
individual transfers to a foreign land. 1t may be a personal
struggle where there is scarcity of veal friends and hope that
makes [ife so han.

Iremember a frienb o& wiine once shared with we about a
re[ations/yip with a gu that had gone sour. Both of them were
Christians and fait[y ﬁy serving n the ministry of their
respective churches. Tbep tbougbt their re[atioms(yip was God-
given and indestructible. However as months passed by, sin
slowly poisoned their hearts that consequently gave away their
velationship.

“BUT EACH ONE IS TEMPTED WHEN HE IS CARRIED

AWAY AND ENTICED BY HIS OWN LUST. THEN WHEN LUST HAS

CONCEIVED, IT GIVES BIRTH TO SIN; WHEN SIN IS
ACCOMPLISHED, IT BRINGS FORTH DEATH.”

—JAMES I.14-15

sin always vesults in some form of death. Sin caused my
friend's re[ationsiip to die and along with it, her self-esteem.
After the breakup, her world fell apart. She was so devastated
that she attempted suicide. But God is werciful and forgiving.
God had other p{ans for her [Ze despite her suicide attempt. Soon
God's grace, hope and strength filled her life. For a time, she diow't
understand wg)y she had to go through such painful experience;
maybe it was a consequence of sin. However God's purpose is
beyond any consequence for it is written in Romans 8:28, “... we
know that all things work together for good to those who love

God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
Today, she is a well respected leader and a youth
counsefov of er church. During one

of our recent conversations, she confessed that if it wasw't for her
past experience, she wouldw't be able to understand and counsel
the youtbs with the same experiences without a bint of
condemmation and self-righteousness. 1t was indeed a humbling
experience for her.

Desert experiences teach us unique lessons. What
desert excperience has He bron bt into your ?ife [ately? Perhaps it
is a lean time in business. Perpaps it is a family feud. Whatever
it is, when God decides to bring new discipline into our [ives
bringing us into the desert, do not fear Lor the Lord declares in
Jevemiag(y 29:11, .1 kniow the plans 1 have for you, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you éope and a

ture.”

Let us put our hope and our faith in God. 1t may be hard
for wou to just give it all up to Him. But hey, that is what you
veaﬁy need to do. God will a[:va;gs make a way where there seems
to be no way. He will never forsake you nor forget you.

Somteties it is in our [owest woments and darkest hours
that we are able to f'inb the tmtb that will carry us forwarb and
be[]a us live better [ives. Ma;gbe this is because it is n these
mowents when we are “truly free” and we no longer hold on to
anyone or anything that is worldly. Maybe because it is in these
wiowients that we gecowle as diamonds tbat go t(yrougb a [‘iem
furnace before our true color is allowed to shine. 1f we only earn
to accept and, more importantly, “let go” of our very selves; then,
Gods grace and mercy) will shine tbrougb us and His will séaﬂ be

Oome. ,
ik

so when things go sour and your
world seems to tumble all over .
you, do not fear and do not \
Oespair. Trust in the Lord your s

God and let Him be the source
of your strengtb. Let tbese "
desert excperiences bring hope

and true meaning into your \ Wil
[ives just as it 0id to countless M|/
peopdz thousands of years ago \ :
as written in the bible. a N\

,
i )
%
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Take a Quick look at the Missions

PASTOR ALFIE P. BUGTAlI

To oversee the missionarigs is a humbling ministry and yet a big
rgsponsibility. Therefore, | take it as a nobleg challgnge in supervising the
missionarigs. It is a great privilege to minister to them, listen to and Igarn with
them. | was greatly honored to witngss the amazing work and power of the Holgy
Spirit in the lives of cach missionary. People came to Christ and opened their
housgs for a Bible studigs. Some followed Him in water baptism, surregndered,
and rgnounced theiridols.

M feeling of excitement ¢leetrified my heart when visiting the missionarigs
for the first timeg. It was likeg an gscapade. | did not know what gxperignee | would
go through bat | knegw this was what God wanted me to do. It was not my purposg o
calch them doing wrong but to look for ways on how we could be involved and help
in theirministry.

1t the start, | was amazed at their passion to the cause Jesus had started
bat then | found out therg was more than what met the ege. It was their passion to
Jesus Christ. Theg did not carg how far they walked as long as the Gospel was
preached to the people. Hiking on a mountain was e¢xhilarating but when you
recached and met the people therg, sharing the Gospel was gvgn more
breathtaking. Some missionarigs asked and paid their ngighbors to take care of
their children whilg they were away and having Bible study. There werg lots of
sacrificegs on the part of the missionarigs. | understood then, when we are called
(o thg servieg of Christ, sgrvicg is not what we do for Him but what we arg (o Him.

lsooking for means to help the missionarigs in their cause, we conducted a
Vacation Biblg School for children last summer in ten mission fields. With the
assistance of the glgven Biblg school students from Visagas dllianceg chool of
Theology, we were able to reach 874 children. €very time the VBS team left the
chareh, it was an gmotional moment. Pargnts shook our hands and gave thanks
for teaching their childregn. Children watched us Icave with fears in their eyes as
they waved goodbye. The rgsponse of the children and pargnts were the
inspiration for the team to herald another week of VBS to another arga. ithough
the team was tired, the gxpectation and anticipation of the power of God and His
faithfulngss was so great. Consequently, more Bible studigs werg opened and
morg children attended Sunday school. Sarprisingly, after the VBS, not only
children camg to Christ but childregn also brought their pargnts to Christ. God was
faithfully using the VBS program to make a difference in the lives of the ehildren.

lsast Sgptember 15-18, 2005 was the Cegbu Gospel Charch annual mission
gmphasis week. Oncg again, the missionarigs met together for a four-dag affair
and for a timg of refreshment from their hectic busy schedule. Puring the
gmphasis wegek, they Igarngd mang things from the lgcturers. They Igarngd morg
aboataccountability and financial management. They also [garned how to
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teach children in creative wags. It was lots of fun. The missionarigs were
gncouraged and touched by the Igeturers. Their [garning could be sgen in their ngw
and changing approach to their livgs and ministry.

Who arg the missionarigs today and wherge are they?

In the provineg of Cebu, there arg threg figlds of mission:

(1) Reverend Reng Villanugva and family - Toledo City, Cebu;

(2) Pastor Hdlberto Tobias - Pumanjug, Cebu;

(3)Reverend fintonio Marohomsalic and family - previously in Compostela,
Cebu but presently assigned to Tuadela, Camotes Island, Cebua.
Compostela is now an gstablished chureh after five years of piongering
work and now has a pastor ministering to the people there.

In lseyte, we have:

(4) Reverend Rolando Puero and family - Villaba, lseyte;

(5) Pastor dpollo Ybanez and family - Ormoe City, Leyte;

(6) Pastor Jonathan Nablga and family - Hilongos, lseyte;

(7) Reverend Preddig Guinang and family - previously in Bato, leyte but
now assigned to Matalom, lsggle. Bato now is an gstablished charch.
They alrgadg own a [ot and a building.

(8) Reverend fdbner €mia and family - Sogod, douthern leyte.

(9) Pastor Josg Monargs and family - San Vicente Island, Northern
Samar;

(10) Pastor Ricky Peniola and family - lloilo City.

(11) Reverend Ferdinand Minguillan and family - Bicol region.

(12) Miss Rosalinda Ng - working with the Surigao Gospel Chureh; and

(13) Miss Perlita Tan - ministering (o the Ralagan Muslims in Pavao del

Norte.

These 13 persons and familigs responded to the call of God. They know
well that the task can bg overwhelming and not gasily dong without their physical pregsgnce. They dedicate their lives
to the glory of God, not for a certain organization. Jesus Christ is the most important factor of the triumph in mission.
He is the anchor that kegps them grounded as well as the compass that Reggps them going in the right track. They know
thatitis not what they do for Christ that counts, but what He dogs through them. Thergforg, itis not a quegstion whether
the missionarigs arg doing their part or not. Instead, we ask ourselves, “frg we doing our part?” €ach of us is
challgnged to takg hold and earry out the Great Commission.

Ministering to the missionarigs is a life-changing gxperigneg. It is ngither about them nor about the ministry
that has been entrusted to them bat the faithfulngss of God in gach of their lives. It is all about God and His working
power through thoseg who arg faithful to him.

~ GOOD-GOD=0
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%f&/f Loves

JANE JANE ONG

Voo Meristry

el on Ocr -7, 2005, the 'Jesus Loves Y ou” miniitry is a project of
our charch fogether with the Bangor Baplist Churek of Mane
USA. A 1o1al of % Ameriicans, led by Dr. Jerry Dok, the Senior
Pastor of Bangor Baptist Church, came o do missions, eack equipped
10 fouch e frearts of people trough teeir various gifts. Some came o
minister (o theneeds ofpeaple hrough their music, ofthers faught white yer
otthers assisted in the medlieal missions. (ogetter with volunteers from
our churoh, headted by Deacon ixon Po, it was awesome to see God
working trough us o touck the lives of counttess peaple and ger the
messageacrossital Jesus loves tem .

Basieally, the Jesus Loves " ou PHlinisiry was subdlivided into tiree
areas: e medical mission, e childven s outreack ond e emfzge/m'p
coneerts.

Medlical Mission. Five continuous days werespent on medlical mission.

(e first o days were held in'Minglanill, the tird and fourt day in
Consolacion and the lost day ot PCGS 1o service e needs of the
surrounding commanity. Gor s, we parmered with Open Hands
Ministry 1o frelp us with the planmning of fow 1o go abour a project of s
magnitude and providing us witk doctors. Bangor Baptist Church on
theotter handlprovided boxes of medicines whidh ey brought with tem
(rom theUS and quitea number of nurses who formed part of the feam.

POe were able 1o provide medlical, dental and optical Treatments fo 4,735
patients in those 5 days. It was so moving o see pegple lining up as early
as 7:00 in the morning o be able to gel ireated. Before eack person
consulled with a doctor, fie fad 1o go through o one-on-one counseling
e.d‘cal Miss, session, %)ﬁa//um/mga/m;m”g isihal
o\\\ out of e total rumber of pattents
1 “\\ treated, 2620 accepled
Tesus Christ 1o be their personal’
& Savior and 1,527 are willlng 1o
& attend Biblestualy Proisettredlord!

Chilaren's Outreach. From thestreel childven of Cebu Citty 1o tee port
&ids 10 the children of Crmita, Carbon and Lorego, everyone was
blessed. Around 120&ids altendted each morning andtiey oll respondled
enthusiastieally 1o the songs, puppet show, games, arts and eraff actiiiites
fosted by the Americans from Bangor Baptist Church. Bottes of
vitamins were also given o the ids. In e affernoons, it was e lur of
the students in different sohools 1o be blessed Wrough pracse and worstip
songs and evangelistic puppel shows. 7ol onll were the chilbren blessed,
bur also e volunteers.  Creryone experienced joy from seeing the
grotefulandhappy facesof the chidren.

Cvangelstie Concerts. [ iere were Hree performarces on different
venues by the ‘(Maine Connection, the singing group of e Bangor
Baprit Church. It was o sight 1o see people of different ages (from
reens 1o theeldtertly) on the stage. Yol only that but it was so wonderful fo
see e group use different instruments o worship our God.. Amonyg the
instruments used were: saxgphone, clorine, flute, accordion, (rumpels
are. (e firstenformance el at the Grand Convention Center blessed
the Christion audlience.  PCGS was e venue of the second
penformance. I was 1old at one student who was contemplaling of
commilling suieide was so toucked and moved by the message of the
concert. Craise God indeed! (e cultinaling night was freld af Cebu
Collseam on Oel. 7. 71 was Just amaging o see pegple come forward
daring the allor call o accept Jesus Chriitt and even so muck more with
special needs praged with Dr. ik, Seeing peaple from all walks of
life coming forward, some with fears in therr eyes, was truly the work of

the ol Spiritmoving in theears of thepecple.

After monthis of preparations, what we thought was o near inpossible
125610 ao s finally over and a fuuge suecess! Pl As weenterour
Tounding Anmiversary next year, we thank God for giving Ceby

Gospel Church the viision 1o move forward and do greater things for
ZHim! 0
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SOMETRING YOU DONT SEE EVERYDAY

LORENZO CASTRO, PCGS CHAPEL & MINISTRY COORDINATOR

In this age of information where everything seems
Knowable & attainable and where predictability & manageability
are supremely valued, it is invigorating, at times disquieting, to
encounter phenomena that refuse to conform to our neatly
categorized expectations. From simple quirks of nature like
four-leaf clovers, albino elephants and ball-shaped lightning, to
fascinating specimens of human peculiarities like teenage
geniuses Wwith PhD's, politicians with integrity and women
unmindful of their looks - these ‘bumps’ are welcome diversions
from the general flatness of our daily experiences. Such oddities
tend to shake our imaginations and sometimes, like the tragic
collapse of the World Trade Center, shatter our false sense of
security. Other times, they warm our hearts and like the heroic
ordeal of the late Martin Burnham in the hands of the Abu
Sayyaf, crystallize our hopes - in this case, the hope that faith
can remain unbending even in the face of death.

These and others like them are simply things that you
don't see everyday. They are also, more often than not, things we
should not ignore. At the very least, they come as bracing
reminders that for all our knowledge and technology, we do not
redlly have everything figured out - not the world, not life and
certainly not God. As the Lord declared... 7o as the eavens
are higher than the earth, so are My wayy bigher than your
ways and My thoughts than your thoughis.” (Isa 55.9) Ttis
rather sad to see many areas in our ‘religious” life operating
contrary in principle to the basic redlity that we can never control
nor fully predict how God will choose to move in this day and age.
I fear that most of us in church may be assuming to have a
sufficient grasp on the ways of God that our relationship with
him has become so mechanical and transactional - devoid of any
sense of wonder and mystery. We have made God predictable.
We have made Him small.

In sharp rebuke against this spiritually impoverishing
tendency, is not the Scripture loaded with accounts after
surprising accounts of God's creative sovereignty? Were not
most of the individuals whom God chose to use, plagued with
questionable qualifications and evident eccentricities? - unlikely
candidates for anything great? Did not our Lord Jesus Himself
portray the miraculous regenerating work of the Spirit as like

the wind that blows where it wills - merely disclosing its power,
never its origin? Does not God's Kingdom flourish in the most
unusual places and in the most astonishing & unforeseen ways?

God delights in surprising us. He is a master in
spontaneity and creativity. Just read through the Bible & through
Church history and you will see Him time and time again breaking
barriers and shattering expectations - working wonders in the
lives of His people throughout the ages. And He is still
marvelously at work today, even in our school.

7 bave observed the (ranstormation of some of my
schoolmates - they bave stepped up in sharing the Good News
(o others and bave encouraged even non-believers by (hexr
Cestimony about bow God bas been working miracalously in
therr daily Lives. No matter bow (empted they were (o cheal
during exams, they would really stand firm, Hee fiom (he
Cemptation and decide no¢ to. They are also learning (o be
patient and persistent in (hetr other school works - [ mean,
they would do their school projects cheertully as it dotng ¢ for
the Lord Haimselt?”

— Y GR & yearstudent

That may not seem much to most of you and that is
probably because you have not really had a problem with cheating
or struggled with schoolwork; but, &
for beleaguered students presented
with an opportunity to ‘get away
with it’, those decisions border on
the miraculous. God s still in the
business of changing lives and He is
doing it one precious heart at a time.
As long as we let Him, He can use our
ordinary lives to extraordinarily
impact other lives. And He is not
limited to personal one-on-one
means.

PCGS is one of the factors as ¢o why [ chose (o follow
Chrgst. There are plenly of (emptations in school: cez’
pressures, study issues, etc. - and if you are nof s¢ro & i
Chz3st, these will overcome you. Ihe school bas made
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me more discerning in making decisions. A It of
people bere positively influence me in (he (hings I do.
S0 our school s definitely one of ¢the (ratning grounds for my
growth in Christ.”

—A.L£.0. 1" year student

“So what's the big deal?” you ask, “Things like that happen
everyday.” Well, yes. They do occur everyday but not here. At least, not
in this way. You see, these are but snapshots of the much bigger
picture of what's spiritually going on in school. A case in point, one Z*
year student, N.U., commented that when calls for repentance
and commitment were made during our Revival Rally on the last
day of our High School Christ Emphasis Week last September,
she and another classmate wanted to move from their places in
the chapel pews in order to Kneel on the aisles before the Lord,
but cannot do so because the open spaces were already occupied
by other students Kneeling, weeping and crying out to God. “ZZe
(wo biggest guys in our baich already bea us (o the spot — and
they were praying and sobbing.” That's something you don't
see everyday.

God is definitely at work. Take for example the case of a
few primary level boys enthusiastically bringing their friends over
to the Student Affairs Office and sincerely inquiring how they
could be assured of their salvation - a few days after quite a
number of them responded to the altar call during an evangelistic
concert (especially significant when you consider that they walked
a long way from their second floor seating to go to the front of the
stage). How about the case of one new pupil who recently
accepted Christ, the only believer in their family, who expressed
his ardent desire to become a pastor and serve God in the
ministry? or how about the junior and senior high school students
who are spending a good portion of their short lunch breaks in
voluntary prayer groups? or the story of some [2-13 year-old
freshmen who organized their own weekKly after-school Bible
study and discipleship group - a movement fueled by a devotion
for Christ best exemplified by .~/ who, on the eve before joining
the Boy's Scout's Jamboree on the Internet - an on-line marathon
event where scouts from dll over the world would meet and chat
for hours on the net - asked his parents to pray for him so he
could share Jesus Christ and win souls in the said event? 7Ze
Lord bas placed a fire in me (o win souls for Him. . . and 1¢s
becoming greater.” Or how about students and teachers coming
to school at 5:30 in the morning to participate in a no-academic-
credit (and no-overtime-pay) student-organized prayer walk to
join ll')earts in interceding for the nation?

These are just some of the rumblings of what a number

of us here in school believe to be a mighty wave of the

Spirit's outpouring that's coming our way. God is indeed

drawing these young people to a deeper relationship with

Him so He can greatly manifest His life-transforming power

through them. For those who desire its fulfillment, it is a joy to

anticipate. For those with eyes to see, it is a spectacle to behold--
something you don't see everyday.

7 wang ¢o bave a real JESUS litestyle. . . that Jesus
will be seen in everything [ do. [ wan( (o grow deeply,
desperately, 1reakishly ' in Jove with bim. . .in other words, 1o
my Life, He must increase and [ mus¢ decrease. [ pray tbat
PGS students and (eackers woald come (o ruly love God and
sezrve Him faichtally. . . o ¢he end.”

~A.S. & year student

We still have a long way to go and a great responsibility
to bear both as a school and as the church primarily responsible
for the school - to make sure we do not, by ignorance, neglect or
by disobedience, miss out on God's mighty work. And although
He has a few surprises up His sleeves, one thing is for sure:
Tkere is no genuine revival without genuing
repentance. . . and (here is no gepwipe repenlance withouq
earnest prayer -- soul-searching, gut-wrenching, earth-shaking
prayer. Prayer fueled by an unrelenting passion to see God
glorified no matter what the cost - that shrinks not at the
thought of sacrifice and bids lesser loyalties be quiet. Yo wazz
seek me and find me when you seck me with all your beart. [
will be Lound by you, ' declares the LOKD” (Jer 29:13-I4) Oh for
the day when we as a church would shake off our religious
pretensions like the filthy rags that they are, humble ourselves,
turn from our wicked ways, actually seek His face more than
anything else and plead the Spirit rain down on our parched &
weary souls once more. Now, that's something you don't see
everyday. And I don't know about you, but as for me, that's
something I definitely look forward to.

COME, LORD JESUS. COME.

Gospel Light
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A Tr»eé)Sur»y of Poems

LAWRENCE GARCIA

A BEAUTY UNSEEN

There is a beauty unseen
That is hidden to an eye so keen
It is not an earthly thing that I speak about
But a gift from the heart doth sprout.

This beauty is unknown to man
And unless you believe,
know this beauty you never can
This beauty of course is the very reason we live
And from our Father this gift He doth give.

This gift that I spesk of is eternal life
With God in heaven where there is no strife
God offers it freely just ask and receive
This new found beauty is ours if we just believe.
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CHILDHOOD

Childhood is a thing that is most dearly cherished
Childhood is a thing that will cling to us......
until we perish
Both joy and sadness it may bring
Celebration and trials fo us it may fling.

Childhood is things that we all share

It shows us things that were not taught
And gives us experience that cannot be bought.

-

.

TOMORROW

You are always a time away,
In the same day we can never stay,
We never know what you will bring,
For the future holds a mysterious thing.

You leave us unknown treasure,
Sometimes sorrow, sometimes pleasure,
We long for you when each day dawns,
And think of you when at night we yawn.

A TREE LIKE ME

[ am a tree
A tree is me
5o much like a tree I can be.
I stand proud and tall
I will not fall
And I will only go
when time will crawl.

[ once was dust
[ was like rust
But life 15 now in me.
I stand unmoving
I stand erect
Forever will I stand
in God's house well kept.
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