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~ News.

JAN 1-2006 Church Theme is “Pursuing Excellence After
God's Heart”

JAN 29-Congregational Sunday with love feast. The
following children were dedicated: Justeen Freya M.
Avellana, Tom Kenley Ledesma, Caitlin Deene Ong, Hans
Gabriel G. Saw, Jonathan Ryan S. Tio

FEB 5-BSOP Sunday with Dr. Joseph Shao as special
speaker

FEB 12-PCGS Sunday with its faculties, staff, students
and parents worsl%i{pping together

MAR 12-19-90 " anniversary celebration as follows:
Family Fun Sunday on the 12"; Revival Meeting with Rev.
Michael Tsang on the 16" & 17"; Heritage Exhibit and
Musical Cantata on the 18" ; Thanksgiving Service on the
19" followed by Evangelistic Meeting in the afternoon and
the Thanksgiving Dinner. Theme for the 90" anniversary is
“Proclaim God's Enduring Faithfulness”

APR 13-Holy Thursday Communion Service
commemorating God's love and grace

APR 16-80" baptismal service for the following: Jimmy
Avellana, Christine Chua, Jan Erika Go, Faith Alexis Oh,
Lorraine Elizabeth Ong, Philma Yap

APR 30-CCOWE Sunday with Rev. Jeremiah Cheung
sharing the word of God

MAY 8-13 - cross cultural mission exposure training of ten
young people

MAY 14 -celebrating Mother's Day with loving gifts to all
the mothers from English Bible Study Group

MAY 28-six brethren from MGC baptized into God's
family: Erwin Colina, Peter Po III, Maria Tolosa, Lynnette
Uy, Christine Uy, Iris Yap

JUN 18-celebrating Father's Day with special token to all
the fathers from the Young Professionals Fellowship

JUN 25-child dedication service for the following: Lyle
Kristoff Su Castro, Jayden Christoffer K. Chan, Cian
Dimitri Chua, Marina Penn L. See Diet, Michelle Paige L.
See Diet

JUL 8 - medical mission to Hilongos, Leyte by the Mission
Committee members and some volunteers

JUL 16 -wedding celebration of Brother Peterson Yap and
Sister Anne Daphne Siao. Congratulations!

AUG S5 -medical mission at PCGS thru the “Jesus Loves
You” Movement

AUG 20-Youth Sunday with Rev. Albert Ong sharing
God's word

AUG 27 -Bible/Gideon Sunday with Rev. Robert Yu as the
speaker

SEP 14-17-41" Mission Emphasis Week with Rev.
Jeremiah Cheung expounding on the theme, “Heed the
Call” in the revival and evangelistic meetings while Rev.
Roy Verzosa conducted the missionary training

SEP 24-Sunday School Sunday with report and song
rendition by the Sunday School Department




Rev. Albert Ong

A story is told by Dr. Charles R. Swindoll, “I have
played enough sports, been in touch with enough coaches,
watched enough games and read closely enough to know
that there's one strategy that's deadly. And it's so subtle.
You think you can win by doing it, but you lose. It's called
“sitting on the lead.” If you're an athlete or a sportsman,
you know what I'm talking about.

When I was in high school, our basketball team
went to state finals in Texas. In one state final game we
were ahead halftime 26 to 18. The coach said, “Now we
got 'em. We got 'em. Just take it easy.” You know what? We
lost, 41 to 40. Why? Because we tried to sit on our lead. We
thought we had them, so we played with a maintenance
mentality. ;

A growing church never gets so far ahead that it
can afford to “sit on the lead.” Complacency is a major
peril to evangelism.”

As we move on to a new year, we need to continue
on pursuing higher goals and excellence in our Christian
life if we want to be used by God. To be used by God, we
must first determine what concerns Him and what is in His
heart. Aside from saving souls for Him, one concern He
has is our relationships - our relationships with God
Himself, our family, relatives and friends. God wants us to
look good not only on the outside but also in the inside,
which only He can see. God wants to make us good, first in
the inside because if one’s inner life is well, then it will
bear fruit on the outside in due time. God equips His
people in the secret places of our inner lives where He has
authority to do what is pleasing in His sight. When this
process reaches a certain level, He then starts to show it out
of our daily life.

In the book of Hebrews, the word “equip” (in
Greek is katartidzo) is used to describe this process. This
word has different meanings depending on the vocation of
the people concerned. To the doctors in N.T. times, it
means “to set a broken bone.” God wants to set the broken
bones in our lives so that we might walk straight and run
the race of life. To the fishermen, it means “to mend a
broken
net.”: The
Lord wants
to repair the
breaks in
the nets-
the system
of our life
or church

that we might catch men like fish (Mt. 4:19). The sailors
understand itas - “to fita ship for a voyage.” God wants to
outfit or furnish us with all the equipment needed to face
the storms in life. To soldiers, it means “to equip an army
for battle.” God wants to make sure that we will be
victorious in every battle we encounter in life.

Equipping is a must if we want to pursue
excellence after God's heart. How does God equip us? I
Corinthians 3:11 says, “For no one can lay any foundation
other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
First, be sure that you have accepted Jesus Christ as your
personal Savior and Lord by grace through faith
(Ephesians 2:8-9). After this, the Lord will equip us with
His word (II Timothy 3:16-17). God's Word is always
accurate and is the final authority for life and doctrine. The
Bible must be an important part of our daily life. It is only
through reading and studying God's word that we will truly
understand His will for our lives. We cannot trust
situations and events alone without confirming it with
what God says in His Word. God also uses prayers to equip
His saints. A Christian communicates with his Father
through prayers. We fight life's battles on bended knees.
Intercession for other believers is also a very important
ministry of the church. Paul often mentioned this in his
letters asking believers to pray for him, and he also prays
for the believers (1 Thessalonians 3:10). God uses the
church or other believers to equip us to maturity
(Ephesians 4:11-13). This is why we go to Sunday school,
Bible Studies and fellowships not only to learn but also to
make use of the knowledge. Finally, God uses sufferings
and circumstances to perfect His children (I Peter 5:10).
Job proved to be a faithful child of God through sufferings
(Job 13:15). We are talking of sufferings not due to
misdeeds or results of sins, but those that God purposely
allowed to prune so that we will bear fruit for His glory. We
might complain at first but as we begin to analyze the
situation and through the prompting of His Holy Spirit, we
will start to see the reason why. God is never wrong in what
He does. Letus admit it, sometimes we cannot understand
at first, but sooner or later God will make it plain to us.
Unless you heartily believe Romans 8:28, you will never
withstand or understand why you are in that situation now.
God's peace and comfort come to us only when we totally
surrender and trust Him.

We can never pursue excellence without
equipping and making sure our pursuit of excellence is
according to His heart. To God be the glory!
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Rev. Un Hock Wee

In our church, we have many different
ministries. We have the children ministry, youth and
adult ministry, music ministry, Bible study ministry,
brothers” and sisters’ ministry and a lot more. Which
ministry is of utmost importance? You might say,
“Aren't all ministries the same? After all, they all
bring people to know the Lord. Are not counseling,
bringing people to church, ushering in the church or
leading worship service all important tasks?” Of
course, they are all important. However, I believe that
the most important ministry in the church is our
PRAYER MEETING. We need more people who are
willing to eamnestly pray in order to bring great
revival. We need PRAYER WARRIORS who put
God's works as top priority.

1. PRAYER MINISTRY IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT MINISTRY OF ALL
Prayer is perhaps one of the most effective
means to change our own lives as well as the lives
of others. Sadly, we often put prayer as the last
resort. We hear people say that a person can only
be changed by God through prayer, and ironically,
we put prayer as the last resort. We have to change
our minds and believe in our hearts that prayer is
the best solution and the most effective way to
bring good result. Prayer is above all ministries.

o

PRAYER MINISTRY IS AVAILABLE TO
EVERYONE
Who can pray? Who has direct access to God?
Everybody who has personal and intimate
relationship with God. They can be pastors or lay
people, leaders or plain believers, young or adult,
men or women. They
can all come to God in
prayer. The more
intimate our fellowship
with God, the more
God will answer our
prayer.
“Elijah was a
man just like us. He
prayed earnestly that it

would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for
three and a half years.” (James 4:16b-18) The
wonderful power of prayer is available to all who
seek God.

3. PRAYER MINISTRY IS THE EASIEST
MINISTRY OF ALL

Easy because we can pray anywhere and
everywhere. Everybody can come to God
anytime, and God will answer our prayers because
our God is an omnipresent God. God hears the
prayer of his saints and believers.

We don't need special gifts so that our prayers
will be answered. We don't need special talents so
that our prayers will be effective. God's power or
strength is available to us all in prayer. One can be
poor in music, but he can pray. One can be weak in
counseling, but his prayer can be effective. In
fact, nothing can really stop a person from
praying.

God is available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week and 365 days a year. God doesn’t go on
holiday nor does He need to rest. The line will
never be busy or unavailable.

“Come near to God and he will come near to
you.” (James 4:8)

4. PRAYER MINISTRY IS THE HARDEST OF
THEM ALL
Hard because it can be boring and dry. But the
moment we understand the value of prayer, then
can we enjoy prayer. The moment we reach out to
God and experience closeness with God in prayer,
we will desire to keep on praying. At firstit's hard,
but as we value our relationship with God more
and more, we will want to continue our
relationship with Him for a very long time. The
Holy Spirit will teach us and help us to pray as
written in Romans 8:26-27.

Let us therefore be more diligent and serious
in spending time with God in prayer and see what
miracles praying can do. In due time, God will surely
bring great changes and revivals. We should value
prayer as it affords us to be close to God.
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Being a part of the Mission Congress
makes me realize that PEOPLE ARE NOT A
SOURCE OF STRESS BUT RATHER A
“SOURCEOFJOY”!!

- Lucie Limchao #k € Hy .8




It was in the month of June when the JLY
Team decided to embark on its 8" Medical Mission,
which was also the first to be held outside of Cebu.
Our target location was Hilongos, a third class
municipality in the province of Leyte. This place was
chosen in support of our missionary Ptr. Jonathan
Nablea, who was based there.

Preparations were made in earnest until the
night of July 7, when more than 20 JLY members and
volunteers boarded a small ferry towards the island of
Leyte. It was very early in the moming (about 3 am)
when the boat docked at the pier. The cold morning
breeze whipped along our faces as we rode a jeepney
and a multicab to the house of our gracious host,
where we waited for dawn to arise. A sumptuous
breakfast fortified us for the long day ahead, and
pretty soon we found ourselves inside the gym
unpacking cartons upon cartons of medicines and
medical supplies.

At exactly 8 o'clock in the morning, people
began streaming in through the long lines that were
formed outside the gym. They underwent one-on-one
counseling, where the Gospel of Jesus Christ was
presented to them in a clear and concise manner. Most
of the counselors came from different parts of Leyte,
and so they were particularly good in communicating
with the patients. Many came to know Christ and
received the spiritual healing that they needed the
most.

The JLY team toiled long and hard through the
searing heat of the day; the doctors were in full force,

S T > s
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and even the vice-mayor, who was a physician, also
volunteered for the event. Dental and Optical
Consultations were also given. A wonderful story is
about one of our regular volunteers, Dr. Michelle
Villanueva, who was diagnosed early in the year with
cancer. We urged her to stay home in Cebu, but she
insisted that she would like to volunteer again with us
in Hilongos. This selfless love reflects that of our
Lord Jesus Christ and gave us all the inspiration to
work even harder for His glory.

At about half past the hour of three in the
afternoon, the JLY team members piled into two vans
and sped towards the city of Ormoc, which was
almost two hours away. We arrived in Ormoc with
time to spare and had an early dinner at a fast-food
place. Then, we proceeded to catch the Supercat ride
back home to Cebu.

This experience opened our eyes to the vast
need everywhere. It also reminds us that God's
command is for us to “GO, and make disciples of all
the nation” (Mt.28:19). Whether near or far, we thank
the Lord for His blessings upon our church that
enables us to share the love of Jesus Christ to a world

inneed.




The Sunday school has been in existence at
the same time our Church was founded. Mr. Valentin
Uy, Mr. Nemesio Garcia and Ms. Pilar Siao are a few
of our oldest Sunday school students. It stopped for a
while during World War I1. However, after the war, it
immediately resumed as brothers and sisters in Christ
gathered again in one of the houses in Echavez, Cebu
City. Our beloved Miss Pilar Siao was one of the
teachers then. The pastor at that time was Rev. Liang
SeiKo.

We thank the Lord that even up to this day, the
ministry is still here. Although often overlooked, the
impact of this ministry isundeniable.

Many of our Sunday school students are now
pastors and missionaries. Some are members of our
church council; others are holding the positions of
church elders, church deacons, committee workers
and most of all Sunday school teachers. Some are
members of our PCGS board of trustees while others
are school teachers. It is our hope that this ministry
will continue to grow even stronger.

To date, the Sunday school department is
composed of about 260-270 students. Classes are as
follows:  one Pre-Nursery, one Nursery, two
Kindergarten (one and two), six primary, four
secondary, three tertiary, two adult (English and
Chinese) and one yaya classes.

Sunday school has about 30 regular and
substitute teachers. There are about seven male
teachers including that of the Adult Bible Study.

For this year, the Sunday school has the
following strategic plans to improve itself:

1) The repainting of the college and high school
classrooms

4/'0/ .?i;/t ' V

Judge Jocelyn Uy-Po

2) The institution of B2B or the Back to Basic
program, which shall include such topics as
Salvation, Creation and the Second Coming

3) The institution of C2C or the Christ to Chinese
program. (The emphasis on the Chinese language
and cultures is incorporated in the teaching
methods and lessons.)

4) The organization of care groups like Phone Pals,
Prayer Warriors, Hospital Brigade, Home Care,
and the Rainbow Connection, which shall be in
charge of birthdays

5) The introduction of the Greetings-with-a-smile
program

6) The distribution of the Know Us, Call Us card
(Any member can call us for any concern or in
case of emergencies)

Our offerings almost doubled after June this
year. This is because we are starting to collect love
offerings from the Adult Bible classes. All offerings
are handed over to the Church every first month of the
year during its Spring Thanksgiving Offering.

Here are some ways that you can show your
concern and support for Sunday school:

1) Send your own children to attend Sunday school.

2) If you know of couples who have small children,
you can invite the children to join our Sunday
school, too. With these children, we hope to bring
the whole family to the Lord.

3) Youyourselfcanattend the Adult Bible Class.

4) Be a Sunday school teacher or volunteer.
Whatever talent you have, God will put it to good
use when you are willing and available. We are in
need of Sunday school teachers, and if you have
plans to join, do inform us. In the meantime those

ARy




In the past two years, Cebu Gospel Church
has made several new efforts geared towards

fulfilling the Mission to which we're called. What's

even more heartwarming is
seeing our youths worked
alongside the adults,
eagerly shouldering their
share of the challenge. Last
April, 2006, a new window
of opportunity opened for
CGC to help our co-
workers in the field. Cebu
City Alliance Church was
holding another of its
DVBS from April 25 to 27.
Expecting massive
attendance, the church needed all the assistance it can
muster. CGC gave financial aid, while eight of our
CYFers rose to the call for volunteers in the three-day
event.

The youths' scope of work was not limited to
taking care of the kids. According to one volunteer,
“Some of us (volunteers) were tasked not only to
assist but also to teach in one of the sessions (in order)
fo train us and equip us in our mission someday.”
And when asked about the most difficult part of their
task, they recalled normal babysitting problems
“Most of the kids ranged from 3 to 6 (years of age), so
it was so hard for us to console them when they cry or
to catch up with them when they run around.”

Apparently, the experience did not only
provide an opportunity to assist, a training ground for
mission, and a “test” for patience and endurance; but
it also proved to be an eye-opener, “God has been so
good to us that we see how fortunate we are in life.”
The kids who joined came from the indigent families
of Lorega and Kamagayan. With hopes of having
them guided to the right direction, the parents
willingly brought their children to the yet under-
construction church.

What distinguished this experience from all
others? According to our young volunteers, “It was
really a different experience to serve outside our
church, especially in a Filipino church. We get to
know a lot of different believers who have one heart
and one mind to serve the
Lord.  Although culture
divides us, God still reigns
and unifies us all into one
mission at heart.” The
volunteers greeted the task
with the thought that it was
| a wonderful opportunity for
them to be a blessing to
others. Butatthe end of the
~ third day, they came to a
realization that the tables
were turned .... They were
the ones blessed from the experience.
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The summer of
2006 was an extreme
experience for the youth.
The CBCP pastors and
their youth came to CGC to
train and equip us in
evangelizing. It was a
turning point for us
because we have never
been exposed to
evangelizing. Those with a burden and willingness to
share the gospel volunteered and joined this training with
the CBCP youth. Evangelizing was made easier for us now
than it was before because of the EVANGECUBE we are
using.

After the CBCP left, the CGC youth longed to
continue God's mission. We met up and planned to
continue our training for six months. Our goal was to be
independent and to evangelize even if we are alone. With
God on our side, we started the training on July 8, 2006
every Saturday at 4pm to 6pm with Pastor Earl as our
mentor.

Some of the youth couldn't make it due to some
circumstances and it left us to about six members only. But
by God's grace and timing, we started to increase in
number each week. There are about 18 members now. And
itis ajoy to see the youth starting to do God's mission at an
early age for evangelizing is not only the work of the
missionaries and pastors but of all the children of God. We
decided to have a target of 450 people to be saved. And we
are nearly reaching our goal within just three months.

The following are some of our testimonies. To
God be the glory and honor!

I joined the EE team because I wanted to learn
more & be trained in sharing the gospel to different kinds
of people. I have learned a lot, especially remembering to
smile when approaching someone. I learned important
verses and many strategies in sharing the gospel. The
greatest challenge for me is to do as God commanded in
Luke 10:27, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with
all your mind and love your neighbor as yourself.” This
verse alone will make us realize that we have a mission to
do in this world. It is not for us to just sit back and relax.
There are still a lot of people who haven't heard the good
news, and a lot of them are still confused because “the god
of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that they
cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
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is theimage of God.” (2 Cor. 4:4)
-Krystle Ong-

[ am so thankful & privileged that God has used us
to be His servants. I have come to realize that life is not
about gaining wealth, prestige nor fame, but it is about
fulfilling God's mission in our lives. And the mission,
which all of us are commissioned to do, is to go & make
disciples of all nations. The Bible says that heaven rejoices
with just one soul saved. How much more if more than 1
have come to know our Lord Jesus Christ! Yes, there are
challenges and problems encountered along the way, but
we need not fear because God promised us that He will be
with us always. Do you wish to hear God say, “Well done,
good and faithful servant™?

-Ann Louraine Chua-

I joined EE because I have a goal, which is sharing
God's words to the unbelievers. One of my dreams in life is
just simple - to have medical missions, but I'm still doing it
step by step, and step one is joining the EE. Of course, to
have a successful mission, we need God's word first, and
then followed by our good deeds. The most important
thing that I've learned in EE is not to give up easily, but to
“Fight, fight, fight!” although people at times reject us in
sharing of His words. I gained self-confidence in dealing
with different people around us, and now I'm used to their
difficult feedbacks. One thing we need to do is to
understand and accept different opinions of the people. We
should not argue with them. I also learned to be mature in
different circumstances like time management between
school and church. As you can see, nursing needs a lot of
overtime, but still I do believe that God will never leave me
nor forsake me. And I always put in mind this statement
“Kill the fear! Aja! Aja! God will do the rest.” I feel
complete when the people accept the Lord as their
personal Lord and Savior and don't reject His words. For
me, I'm successful because I've got the chance to share and
bring a soul to Christ.
-Janelle April Ang-

Standing at the gates of Heaven, I see the wonders
that the place has to offer right in front of me. And standing
just beside the gate was the Lord God Himself in all His
glory... He then looks at me and asks, “What have you
done to deserve a place inside?”’ I replied, “T have accepted
Jesus Christ to be my Lord and Savior.” He smiles and
says, “Welcome! I have prepared a place especially for you
inside.” A big smile comes across my face and I proceed to
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enter through the large gates. Just asI am about to enter, He
asks another question, “Oh by the way, have you brought
anyone along with you?” The smile on my face sags as |
don't know what to answer. And so I keep quiet...I am now
looking down at the golden floors when God breaks the
silence, “Well, it's too late for regrets now that you're here,
you may go in now...” I don't see His face when He said
those words, but I am pretty sure His tone had become less
joyful compared to when He spoke the previous
statements. ...

This thought haunted me for all the years I spent as
a Christian without even trying to reach out to a single
person. What if, indeed, my time comes and God asks me
that question, “Did you bring anyone along with you?”

I didn't have the guts to answer that question till I
joined the EE training, which first started last summer of
2006 with the delegates from CBCP. With the help of the
constant training and God's guidance, strength and
wisdom, I have now become much bolder with my faith
and now I see and feel the joy of knowing that another soul
is welcomed into the family of our Lord. So when the time
comes that I am indeed asked the question, “Did you bring
anyone along with you?” I now know what to answer.
Praise the Lord!

-Aaron Job Ong-

I was hesitant at first to join the
Evangelism Explosion because I was
thinking that I wouldn't be able to
handle it with all my homework and I
wouldn't have enough time. After two
weeks of thinking and my friends
telling me about it, I decided that I
would give it a try. It was a challenging
experience for me since I am not an outgoing person. I
learned to be approachable to people and be confident in
myselfas I share the word of God. The feeling after sharing
His word is overwhelming. Knowing that you are able to
tell about the gift of God and most probably be able to help
save another person is so great that I can't put it into words.
This experience has taught me to always take Christ
seriously and to become a better Christian and example to
others.

-Nicole Uytengsu-

Joining EE has been a great experience so far. We
received training on how to evangelize as well as how to do
a spiritual check. We had first-hand experience in sharing
the Gospel to different kinds of people in different places.
Not only are we sharing God's word, we are also growing
in our relationship with God.

-Stacy Chan -

I decided to join the EE because, I guess, I'm 4"
year right now and getting close to graduating. So I

thought it would be for the experience and the preparation
for curious future acquaintances in college. But when I
went through the whole activity, I had discovered that it's
actually in the heart to reach out to other souls, lost and
confused. At first it was scary and I felt tensed, but as the
saying goes, “No guts, No glory.” At times, you may get
rejected and that's expected. But it's so wonderful when we
get to share with someone thirsting and curious of Christ
and he accepts the Lord. I have also seen their longing for
answers about where they will be going after they die. The
EE has changed my point of view on how to evangelize,
which will surely become a lifestyle.

-Lawrence Loel Ong-

Joining EE training has created a great mark in my
life. Among all the ministries and service I can think of,
sharing the Gospel is the most fulfilling one because it is
the greatest commission God has for us. I learned that this
should be a lifestyle, and we don't have to go far to look for
people to share with but our peers and relatives might be in
need of the gospel. I learned to be sensitive to the needs of
others and to stay tune with their life because sharing the
Gospel is not just a matter of blurting the right words out
but to fulfill the needs of the lost. We
have to gain their trust so it would be
easier for them to believe in the gospel
that we are sharing. But honestly, it is
harder for me to share to those people
close to me than sharing to a stranger.
And I was really scared to share in a
huge crowd, which we called mass
evangelism. But through prayers, God
gave me boldness and confidence to
share to them. I really find joy when I
can bring a lost soul to the Lord, and I know that the
heavens are also rejoicing with me.

-Adeline Lea Ong-

I joined EE because I really had fun evangelizing
last summer with the CBCP team. At first, all I was
thinking of was the fun but then I realized that there's more
than that in the EE - it's the joy of bringing souls to Christ.
From the EE, there are a lot of wonderful things to be
learned through the lessons and experiences. The
willingness to evangelize, to be equipped by God's word
and to have the guts to share to different people is most
important for me. Being in the EE group is such a nice
opportunity. It inspires us, the youth, to let God use us as
instruments to bring glory to His name. PRAISE THE
LORD!!!

-March Henna Ang-

At first, I really have no plan to join this
Evangelical Explosion training. I just decided to join with
no purpose. The first session was really interesting and I
...Continued on page 22
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Helen Tian

While I was having lunch, the phone rang. I
rushed to answer it and it was a long distance call
from my sister Mary who is residing in Manila.
She told me that January 2, 2006 was fast
approaching and it would be Mom's third death
anniversary. She told me that we should
celebrate in honor of her and I agreed
immediately. My sister graciously offered to
shoulder all the expenses and I thank God for
having such a marvelous sister. I also informed
my brother Robert about it. To
prepare for the occasion, I
made a guest list composed of
my mom's close friends as well
as the “friends"of other
members of our family.

Everyday, I prayed to God that
January 2, 2006 would be a
brilliant warm day with clear
skies otherwise, people,
especially the elderly ones,
would be hesitant to attend. I
also prayed that my sister Mary and my niece
Anne Marie would arrive on time for the
occasion. I honestly believed that I couldn't ask
for more. The Lord said, “Delight yourself in me
and I will give you the desires of your heart.”
(Psalm 37:4)

The day finally came and the weather was just
perfect. My sister and my niece arrived on time.
Almost all of the invited guests attended the
celebration. The whole function room of
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Lumpia House was fully occupied. Indeed, it
showed how much love and respect they had for
my mom. For this, [ am very grateful. The party
was very successful and it would be long
remembered by many especially me. I am
certain that my Mom must be very happy and
very proud of her four children namely: Robert,
Mary, Rosie and yours truly. Mom left us to be
with the Lord, she lived for ninety-one
wonderful years here on earth. God is really
good. He answered my
prayers. Thank you, Lord!

My sister, Mary, and my
favorite niece, Anne Marie,
went back to Manila the same
day at 5:30 pm. My other
sister, Rosie, could not make it
due to herillness.

Two weeks after the party, I
dreamt of my beloved Mom.
She was very happy, smiling to
me and looking very pretty. Mom was wearing
her choir gown. I wanted to speak to her but
suddenly she was gone. I woke up crying and
broken hearted. I miss my mom so much and yet
at the same time I remember God promised, “he
who believes in me will live even though he dies;

and whoever lives and believes in me will never
die.” (John 11:25)

I know my Mom is safe at home in heaven with
our Heavenly Father. Amen.




Rev. Robert Yu

TEXT: Eccl. 9:10; 1 Thess. 4:1-10

From these verses, it should be clear that God wants
His people to abound and to excel in both their inward
character and in their behavior. As such, the pursuit of
excellence is both a goal and a mark of spiritual
maturity. However, for this to be true, the pursuit of
excellence must be motivated by right priorities and
values.

What do we really mean by the PURSUIT OF
EXCELLENCE?

1. PURSUING EXCELLENCE ISASTATE OF AND
NOTAQUESTFOREXCELLENCE

The American Heritage Dictionary
defines excellence as “the state,
quality, or condition of excelling”
and the word excel is defined as “to
do or be better than; surpass; to show
superiority, surpass others.” The
above terms and their explanations
think in terms of competition, of
outstripping others. However, real
excellence is not competing with
others, but rather, it is competing
with YOURSELF!

Brian Harbour in Rising Above the Crowd says:
“SUCCESS means being the BEST.
EXCELLENCE means being your BEST.
Success, to many, means being BETTER than
everyone else. Excellence means being BETTER
tomorrow than you were yesterday. Success
means exceeding the achievements of other
people. Excellence isn't determined by
COMPARING our score or performance to
someone else's. The pursuit of excellence comes
from DOING our best with what we have for
God's glory with a view to grow and to improve,
and not with a view on the score or who is
watching.

Cospel Lighs

II. PURSUING EXCELLENCE SHOULD NEVER
BE LIMITED BY THE NATURE OF THE TASK

In 1 Corinthians 10:31, Paul exhorts us to do
whatever we need to do, whether viewed as
important or very menial and insignificant by
society, whether as president of a large company
or one who cleans the office at night, all is to be
done to the glory of God. Regardless of what we
do, it deserves our best for in the long run, it
reflects on the honor and glory of our God and will
ultimately be rewarded by Him (1 Cor. 15:58)

Someone said that the society which scorns
excellence in plumbing because plumbing is a
humble activity and tolerates
shoddiness in philosophy because it is
an exalted activity will have neither
good plumbing nor good philosophy.
Neither its pipes nor its theories will
hold water.

1 Corinthians 15:58, “So then, dear
brothers and sisters, be firm. Do not be
moved! Always be outstanding
(abounding, doing over and above,
excelling) in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in
the Lord.

III. PURSUING EXCELLENCE IS A MATTER OF
CHOOSING THE BEST

The pursuit of excellence is never simply a matter
of choosing between what is good or bad because
the Bible tells us, “to approve the things that are
excellent” (NASB) or choose what is best. The
term “approve” or “choose” means “to put to the
test, examine,” and then as a result of the
examination or testing, “to approve, make the
right choice.” Through the values and priorities
that come from the knowledge of God's Word, we
are to examine and test, and then choose

accordingly. ...Continued on page 22
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Alfie P. Bugtai

“Heed the Call” was the theme of our mission
emphasis week this year. The call has been
proclaimed a long time ago. The same call is
reverberating today. The question is: Do we hear the
call? Or, are we hearing the call?

There is an urgent need to heed the call. In
heeding the call, one must pursue God's heartbeat. In
pursuing the heartbeat of God, one must walk with
God. Anyone who would like to hear His heartbeat
must be with Him. How do the CGC missions heed
the urgent need of the call? How do we respond to the
heartbeat of God? The chairperson of the mission
committee once told me, “Let's go one step deeper.”

When considering the needs of mission, CGC
mission did something noble. It did not count how
many times medical missions were carried out in
different places. It did not count the number of
people who heard the message of salvation. It did not
count the money and effort spent by the JLY team,
doctors and counselors. It may not be everything but
at least we do not fail to do something. That action is
dignified! Any action that serves human needs must
be noble. The CGC mission had just heeded the call.
But there are still great things to be done out there.

Considering the CGC missionaries laboring

in the field, God did amazing things through them.
They were heeding the call! Walking on water, the
missionaries risk it all, making things happen. They
have lived their lives above- the “odds; nothing

worthwhile comes easily for them. L missionaries

laboring in the field were unique in their strengths and
weaknesses. They were unique in their own place
and strategy and unique to their own circumstances.

Consequently, the ministry grows. God is
expanding His Kingdom, and the progress is
perceived clearly. There are people added to the
church and have followed Jesus in water baptism. A
new church building was built through His grace.
The passion for Christ is seen evidently in the lives of
believers in the way their compassion to the lost is
expressed. They go out and share the gospel boldly.
The missionaries are no longer a lone ranger in the
field for some of the converts themselves are handling
Bible studies and cell groups.

For this coming year, lots of things are
expected to happen and many unexpected things will
come, too. We can be certain that God will continue
to work with and through His people. As we
obediently heed the call, He will continue to amaze us
with His power, mercy and grace. We should
understand that the ministry does not grow by the
strength of one person or by the ability of the
missionaries .
but by the
faithfulness |
of God work-
ing through
each one of p&
us as we
consistently
heed the call.
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...Continued from page 8 (Sunday School Sunday Report)
who wish to be Sunday school teachers are urged
to read and reread the Bible and start praying for
this calling.

Sunday school had long been associated only
with the Children's Ministry. We are changing that
notion. It may have originated as a Children's
Ministry; however, our church's Sunday school
programs have already evolved from an all children's
Sunday school to include teenage, adolescence and
adult programs.

Now, nobody is too young or too old for
Sunday school. We have the youngest regular
member: Lyle Kristoff Castro, son of Lorenzo and
Rose Castro who is about eight months old; Jonathan
Ryan Tiu who is about one year old and Ella Grace Uy
Ho who is the great granddaughter of Elder Velentin
Uy. There are four generations attending Sunday
school. Ella's mommy Erlyn, beautiful grand mommy
Evelyn and energetic great grandparents, Elder
Valentin and his wife, are all attending the Adult Bible
Study. There are many others, I can't name all of
them. Elder Valentin Uy is our oldest Sunday
schooler. He is now 80 plus years old strong but is still
faithfully attending our Adult Bible Class up to this
time. He is truly somebody to emulate. We also hope
that more members will join our Adult Bible Class or
Adult Sunday Schools.

Our goal for this year is for the Sunday school
to produce witnessing, self-learning, self-growing,
and self-maturing Christians, who are living lives for
the glory of God

For the first time in many years, the church
council is treating the Sunday school teachers as well
as their families to a simple lunch to manifest the
council's support and concern for this ministry,
especially its teachers. I hope this will be the
beginning of a very harmonious working
relationship.

I would also like to take this opportunity to
thank the council for gifting us with our first Sunday
school uniform which we hope to use during our
outreach and visitation programs.

For those Sunday school teachers who have
faithfully come every Sunday, and some even serving
for more than 40 years, God knows who you are. For
those of you who took the time to study in Bible
Schools and are pursuing more for the Lord, keep on.
May we continue to serve untiringly with all our
strength, heart, mind and soul, for what we do we do
for the Lord. Remember, we are not only making
policies, we are also teaching children to know God
and live in His will.

For those who think they can help in any way,
with open arms, I welcome you to Sunday school.
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Let me tell you a parable. This is not found in
the Bible. This is the parable about a young girl and
her daddy. #

One day, a Sunday school teacher went to the
airport to pick up a friend. While-waiting at the
airport, he saw a young girl sitting there very excited
as if waiting for somebody else. The Sunday school
teacher approached her and asked whom she was
waiting for. She told him that she was waiting for her
daddy. Then, the Sunday school teacher took this
opportunity to tell her about the Gospel.

“Honey,” asked the teacher, “have you heard
of the Gospel?”

“What do you mean,
Gospel?” she did not know the word.

“The Gospel means the good =
news.”

The girl thought for a while
and answered, “Yes, I have good
news”

“What is it?” the teacher
asked.

“The good news is my daddy
is coming to pick me up and bring me
home.”

“Why is that good news?” the
teacher asked. The girl then told her
story:

“I have not seen my daddy
since birth. We were separated because of the war
(WWI). However, I know my daddy through his many
letters. I know he loves me; He teaches me many
things through his letters. He even gives me this teddy
bear I'm holding. He always comforts me through his
words when I'm sad. He teaches me how to become a
good girl. And he promises that he will come again to
pickmeup and bring me to our home over there.”

“He said that we have a big mansion over
there. We have a big ranch and garden. In the garden
are many kinds of fruits and vegetables. They are so

Philip Chong Lin Uy

P T

big and so delicious. In the ranch are many kinds of
animals like a zoo. But they are not caged because
they don't harm anybody. Daddy said I could ride on
the lion, and he could bring me around the range. I
can't wait to ride on that lion. Daddy said I could talk
to the birds and animals. The crickets and the bees
make wonderful music.”

“Daddy said I have many brothers and sisters
living there. My eldest brother is now 930 years old.
He is very tall and strong like a giant. But he is very
handsome and kind. They take care of the garden and
the animals.”

“Our mansion is made of
crystals like glass with many colors.
They sparkle and shine like gold. It is
very well lighted like the rainbow
during the night. It shines like the
sun. We can play in the garden during

the night.”
- “Daddy also promised me

_ that the first thing he will do when we
get home is to invite all our relatives
and friends to a sumptuous dinner. I
will be able to meet all my brothers
and sisters. They are waiting to
welcome me home. I hope that some
day you will be able to meet my daddy
in our mansion over there. My daddy
will be very happy to welcome you.”

“Oh! I can't wait any longer to meet my
daddy!”

This parable may seem familiar to you. We,
Christians, are like the little girl. Her daddy is our God
the Father, our Creator. We have been separated from
our Heavenly Father due to the war between God and
Satan. We are all under Satan's territory. But our
Father keeps in touch with us through His letters that
were carried to us by His messengers. His letters are
His words, the Bible. He teaches us how to live
through this evil world and how to become good
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Christians. He has shown us miracles and blessings
like the teddy bear. He promised us that some day he
would come back again for us. And He will bring us
into his Kingdom, the paradise. There, we will meet
Adam and Eve and the other saints at the great
welcome banquet. And we will live forever with Him
in that beautiful Garden. ‘

Oftentimes, when we preach the Gospel, we
forget to preach about the second coming of Jesus
Christ. Our salvation is not complete until we enter
into the Kingdom of God. Our present hope is to look
forward to His coming again for us for we are just
pilgrims in this corrupted world, and our real home is
in the paradise, which God has created for us.

We should have faith like this girl. We should
believe that very soon our heavenly Father will come
back just for us.

My father passed away
when I was a youth. My brother
passed away 2 years ago. Last
year, my father-in-law also
died. Amid all these sad events,
I have learned to thank the
Lord. I learned some important
facts of life from these
incidents. It is my privilege to
share with you what the Lord
had taught me:

Lesson No. 1: Our Life Is
Uncertain.

Everybody has two important dates: birthday
and death day. No one knows when they will be.
Under normal circumstances, no one knows what day
he will be born and what day he will die. Some die
young and some die old. We cannot be sure when
these appointed times will be and because we do not
know, we ask ourselves, “What are the most
important things we must do before we move on to the
nextworld?”

Lesson No. 2: We Should Take Care of Our Bodies.

In order to serve God better, we must have
healthy bodies. In order to serve God longer, we need
to take care of our bodies so that we can live a little
longer, Lord willing. As we grow older, our bodies
inevitably become weaker and we begin to count the

X

number of our days. The time we serve our Lord is
now limited, then it becomes more important that we
must take care of our bodies so that we can serve the
Lord better and longer.

Lesson No.3: What Can We Bring to Heaven?

When we leave this world and enter into
God's kingdom, we have to leave everything behind.
All our earthly wealth, treasures, glory, honor,
education, etc., cannot enter into the Kingdom of
God. They will all become corrupt and perish in this
present world. However, people in their glorified
bodies may enter into the Kingdom of God.

On Judgment Day, when we enter into the
Kingdom of God, we will see a multitude of people
from all nations, races and ages. Many of them we do
not know. The first thing we will probably do is to
look for members of our own family. These are the
people dearest to our hearts. We
may also look for our dear
friends. If we do not find them,
we may ask Jesus where they
are. Jesus might answer, “Did
you invite them to accept my
saving grace?” If our answer is
no, then we know that they went
the other way. We may want to
cry but this is already too late.
But we thank the Lord because
in the Kingdom of God, He shall
wipe away all tears.

The Lord does not desire that any should
perish. He wishes that our whole family would be
together in His Kingdom. That is why the Bible says if
any one accepts the Lord, he and his family will be
saved. What better way to enjoy heaven than to be
with our whole family!

Therefore, we must exert effort to bring our
family and friends to accept the Lord for people is
what we can bring to heaven with us. The more people
we bring to the Lord, the more friends we will have in
Heaven. I wish that this testimony of mine would
encourage us to spread the gospel with urgency,
knowing that the time of His second coming is
drawing nearer everyday.

Praise the Lord! Hallelujah!
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...Continued from page 12 (Youth on Mission)
really liked it because it's also a way to strengthen my relationship with
the Lord. I wanted to win and save souls for the Lord. My intention was
also to share God's Word to the people close to me but who are not yet
saved. When I started to share to other people, I was really afraid and not
confident. But with the Holy Spirit guiding and strengthening me, I
noticed that my confidence boost up. Instead of being a shy person, I
became more confident with myself. Though I'm not really sure that the
people whom I've shared to have changed, but for sure my life changed
a lot. Last September 23, 2006 was my first time to have the guts to
share to a bunch of people. There was a time that I, together with
Michelle, shared to five guys. When I shared, I was quite confident that
their lives would really change that very day. Though one or two of
them didn't care for what I said, I still continued, and when I saw and
noticed that they began to be restless, I asked them whether they are sure
that they're going to heaven when they die. They were quite stunned and
then our conversation became more serious. After I evangelized to
them, I really felt great. After our EE, I went to Ayala alone to have a
walk for a while. Then I saw the guys I've shared to. They approached
me, talked to me and even asked me more questions about their
salvation. I was sharing more as if I know everything. I can sense that
the Lord was with me during that time. We became closer, and our
conversation went very long. I also invited them to go to CYF. I hope
and pray that they could be different persons from that day on, and I just
want to give all the glory and praise to God for helping me in this.
-Eugene Dy-

K

Joining EE was never part of my plan. Committing wasn't a
big deal, since I was vacant on that schedule. Basing on my experiences
on the field plus learning the lessons being taught, I felt that joining EE
with this team of great people and serving a great God up there have
been ablessing in my life.

-Michelle Uy-

I didn't have the interest to join the training until I
remembered the verse in Matthew 28:19. Deep inside, I wanted to share
to this particular friend of mine about Christ to be his Savior. But it was
s0 hard because I don't have the courage. When I joined the training, I
learned that one must have the guts to face people and approach them
with a smile. The most important lesson was having adequate
knowledge of the Bible or scripture, prayer then just witness and let the
Holy Spirit do His work. The first time I shared was on July 16, 2006
when we went to Cebu Coliseum for the e-cube training. After we had
our dinner at E-mall, we went out by pairs and shared to those who were
waiting. I was nervous and scared because it was my first time to share
about salvation to others. When I started sharing, I felt that my being
nervous and scared started to wear off. It was an unforgettable
experience for me. The next day, I was inspired to share to this friend I
mentioned about, and praise God that he accepted Christ to be his Lord
and Savior. EE training is not just a matter of lectures and knowledge
butan application to everything that I have.

-Christine Chua-

...Continued from page 14 (The Pursuit Of Excellence)

The pursuit of excellence from a biblical point of view is
always connected with the issue of God's Values and
Priorities. This involved the elimination of some things
even though they may be good and legitimate. The principle
is: Are they the best and will they get in the way or hinder the
main objectives of a Christian's life based on biblical
principles and values? If so, they need to be eliminated. We
see this truth in Paul's statement in 1 Corinthians 10:23, “All
things are lawful, but nor all things are profitable. All things
are lawful, but not all things edify™ (see also 1 Cor. 6:12)
Just because they are legitimate does not mean they should
be chosen or pursued.

1IV. PURSUING EXCELLENCE IS A MATTER OF A
WHOLE-HEARTED ENDEAVOR

Matthew 23:37-38, “Jesus said to him, ‘Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind.'This is the first and greatest commandment.”

As the heart is the central place and of utmost importance in
all we do, which naturally includes the pursuit of
excellence, it would be well to think about some issues
concerning the heart as it applies to doing our best for the
glory of the Lord. In Proverbs 4:23, Solomon wrote, “More
than any act of guarding, guard your heart, for from it are the
sources of life” (NET). The heart needs special care because
this is the place where we deposit the knowledge of God or
biblical wisdom; it is the place of our values (Matt. 6:21)
and priorities and where vital choices are made. Thus, it
becomes the wellspring, the source of whatever affects life
and character (see Mt 12:35; 15:19).

...Continued from page 16 (15 5 £t A7)
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