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“And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your
Father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and
with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart
and understands every motive behind the thoughts.” (1
Chronicles 28:9)

Why is King David known as the greatest king
Israel ever had? It's because he was a man after God's
own heart. He was the only king who loved the Lord and
served the Lord with all his might. Now, let us learn from
the greatest king as he gave wise advices to his son
Solomon.

1.ACKNOWLEDGE GOD

A person who sincerely loves the Lord will trust
and depend on God's provision everyday. When David
was a shepherd boy, he took care of his father's flocks. It
was not an easy task for a young boy to bring out the
sheep and look for food to feed them everyday. He simply
had to trust the Lord. He was lonely most of the time,
staying in the wilderness and thus was able to develop an
intimate relationship with the Lord. This was the reason
why he had strong faith in the Lord. The Lord indeed was
his ultimate companion. This was what David said to the
Lord, “Please protect the flocks from harm and provide
enough food for them. Help me to love and care for
them.”

When David became king, he continued to
worship and honor God not only for himself but he also
lead the people to worship the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. Every time he went to war, he simply put his trust
in the Lord then God would grant him victory. In every
success, credit was always given to God alone. As he
passed his throne to his son Solomon, he encouraged him
to worship and honor God in the way he did.

2. SERVE GOD WHOLEHEARTEDLY

David was also known as the only king who
served the Lord wholeheartedly. The word wholehearted
means “uncut stones.” This means he served the Lord
with pure and perfect heart. His main objective was to
please the Lord in everything he did. He served the Lord
by giving his best in every task he would do. He was also
the only king who had a desire to build the Lord's temple.
So, serving the Lord wholeheartedly means dying to self
and living for the Lord.

We should not only give a part of our lives to him
but the whole. We should serve Him with the very best
that we have and can do. Sad to say, his son Solomon did
not heed his father's advice. He had a good start but
ended up being unfaithful and thereby caused his
kingdom to be divided.

3. WILLING HEART

The word “willing” means “to find pleasure in, to
take delight in, be pleased with and have affection for, to
desire.” This simply means that it is a pleasure to serve
our God Almighty and a delight to do the things that
would please Him. There's no other purpose or intention
in my life than to please God in everything I do.

There may be many motives in serving God other
than pure pleasure and delight. Sometimes we have our
own hidden agenda or personal motives in serving the
Lord. God wants us to serve Him with a willing spirit.
One that desires to hear his Heavenly Father say to him,
“Well done, good and faithful servant,” as he meets Him
face to face.

Sometimes, knowing and serving God may not
be our greatest pleasure. Maybe we serve with a divided
heart. We may ask, “How can I change the way I feel?”
We can't. Only God can. Give Him your heart - your
whole heart. Ask Him to change it. The words of
Deuteronomy 30:6 have changed my heart and my life.
“The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the
hearts of your descendants, so that you may love Him
with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.”

Every single day I pray that God will circumcise
my heart to love Him. I know we will never be men and
women after God's own heart with halfhearted devotion.
A heart wholly devoted to God is a heart like His.

My God, I praise You because You are the same
God today as You were when David was king. You still
desire wholehearted devotion from Your people. I pray to
acknowledge You and submit t daily. I pray to serve .
You with wholehearted devofic
my heart is divided and make
pray to serve You with a willing spirit.
every motive I have for serving You. I pray thes
Jesus'name, Amen.
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Father, ifit is Your will,
take this cup away from Me,
nevertheless, not My will,
but Yours, be done.

Luke 22:42

Great spiritual progress occurs when we
learn to do what is right for reasons
higher than those that have moved us in
the past. The very act of doing the right
thing is important, of course, but even more
important than that is our motive for doing
it. Jesus repeatedly emphasized the
importance of the “heart.” We must get to
the point where we do the right thing not
just for good reasons, but for higher
reasons, the highest of which is being the
pure love of God Himself.

It is not an easy thing to wrestle with the
question, “What are we to do?” and keep the
focus on God. Even as we consider what
God's will might be from a theoretical
standpoint, it's hard to keep our thoughts
from being overpowered by the more
immediate concerns that relate to ourselves.
How will this or that action affect our
feelings? What will make us happy? What
will others think of us? What will we think of
ourselves? What's our best strategy? All
these petty self-concern about the pros and
cons of human behavior make it appear that
life is about us. But life is not about us, it's
about God. All the self-centered questions
in the world matter very little next to the
question of God. What does God desire? We

are never more in danger of acting selfishly
than when the thing God desires happens to
be a thing that also accrues to our
advantage. It's hard to keep from wrapping
plain old self-will in the mantle of “God's
will.”

At some point, we must learn not only to do
what's right, but to do it for God's sake.
Whether obedience seems advantageous or
disadvantageous to us personally should not
be allowed to dominate the discussion.
Many good things do come to the obedient,
and it would be naive to suggest that we
shouldn't be drawn to these. But they can't
be our primary concern. Jesus taught that
we get the good things God has for us only
by forgetting these things and keeping our
focus on Him. We find ourselves only when
we lose ourselves, and life is gained in the
act of giving it up.

Not as I will, but as Thou wilt.
To be able to say these words
and truly mean them
is the highest point
we can ever hope to attain.
Then, indeed, we have broken out
of time's hard shell to breathe,
not its stale air,
but the fresh, exhilar,

- Malcolm Muggeridg
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Isaiah's Vision

God Himself chose Isaiah so that he received
revelation from God to speak to the people of
his time. Yet we know that his vision in Isaiah
chapter six changed his life forever, so that his
entire direction in life differed. A lot of people
see visions of God, but when God asks, “Whom
should I send?” they would answer, “Here am I,
send him.” Or they would say, “Lord, here I
am, but it's better if I stay here.” At the end of
Isaiah's vision, he was so changed that he said
to God, “Here I am, send me.”

And not only so, God clearly showed him where
he would preach and that when he preached, no
one would listen and no one would understand.
And even if they understood, they would not
believe. If God should send you there, would
you go? Some people said that if God should
call them to be like Rev. Stephen Tong, they
would be willing. If God should call them to be
like Billy Graham, then all the more they would
go. Yet, if He should call them to go to a people
who would not believe, then it would be a waste
of time and energy. However, after Isaiah saw
this vision, the entire direction of his ministry
changed. He did not care about how many
people would listen. He realized that he was
there to do what God wanted him to do.

I have been in UECM for twenty four years. On
my tenth year, somebody told me to leave
UECM and go to a bigger church for a better
future. I understood that he wanted me to
become a “big-time” pastor. What is a big-time
pastor? Someone who is literally and physically
big? We often think that it is better to be big-
time pastors in big-time churches. Yet if that is
the case, then many small churches would not
have pastors. In Isaiah chapter six, the prophet

saw something that changed the entire direction
of his life. What exactly did Isaiah see? There
are several things we can observe.

Death of a King

Verse one in chapter six states, “in the year of
ihg Uzziah's death....” Historical
background showed that King Uzziah was a
good king working in good terms with the
prophet Isaiah. They were actually related. It's
always great to see a king and a prophet
working together in unity. If pastors do not get
along with their co-workers, then it's hard to get
anything done. But if they work together
harmoniously, it would be a wonderful thing.
Such was the case with King Uzziah and Isaiah.
But something happened - King Uzziah died.
What did his death imply?

Good and Lasting
There are two qualities in life that define
people's security. Firstly, something good, then
secondly, something lasting. If something is
both good and lasting, then we feel very secure.
A very good husband would be nice but if the
marriage does not last long due to infidelity or
death, would it still be good? When this
happens, we would lose our security because
the goodness in our circumstances is lost. A
pair of lovers in the midst of a sweet
conversation would want that wonderful
moment to last forever. Why? Because they
realize that nobody knows what is to come.
Nobody knows when or how 01rcumstances

lasting, nevertheless, nothlng on cart
the same forever. -

Life Is Changing
Life is constantly changing. Somgtimes, there .
is much change, sometimes lj



there }é’larg‘e changes, sometimes small. Life
is a constant change and there is nothing we can
truly grasp. Beautiful brides also change. They
may not have the same figure after fifty years
but they would still be beautiful in the context
 of size and age. Problems and confusion result
if we make absolute something that changes,
and make eternal anything that is temporal.
Likewise, stock markets are volatile. A 9% drop
in Chinese stock market affected the whole
world last February. Philippine stock market
also crashed 25% in August. Nothing is
permanent.

Isaiah experienced his big share of change
when King Uzziah, his companion and beloved
king, died. The same thing can happen to a
family, to a church or to a country. When this
happens, what do we do? Do we get
discouraged? Do we get depressed? Do we
forsake God or blame Him? What do we do?
This is something worth thinking about. It is
impossible for people not to change. It is
impossible for the church not to change.
Everything is changing because people change.
So what do we do?

We thank God that when Isaiah saw King
Uzziah died, he saw something else as well.

Lofty and Exalted

Verse one of chapter six continues, “In the year
of King Uzziah's death, I saw the Lord sitting
on a throne, lofty and exalted.” This is a very
important vision. If Isaiah had not seen this but
continued to live in the shadow of the first thing
he saw and tried to view the world through the
eyes of change and suffering, he would have
despaired and become discouraged. What did
he see? He saw the Lord sitting on His throne,
lofty and exalted!! The world changes, but we
must always remember one thing: The Lord is
on His throne, lofty and exalted. No matter how
a church changes, always remember, the Lord is

on His throne, lofty and exalted!!

The throne reveals the presence of God. When
we realize that God is in charge, then many
things would be different for us. We may face a
lot of problems and may think that God has
deserted us or given up on us. But..... God is
still on His throne! We must not view this
changing world through the eyes of change or
suffering. We ought to separate ourselves from
these things and allow God to help us see
something higher as Isaiah had seen, i.e., God
on His throne, lofty and exalted.

God's Hand in History

God does not change. His promises do not
change. God's promise about Noah's son Shem
was fulfilled as seen in the genealogy in
Genesis chapter 11. God was guiding all along
through those several hundred years from Shem
to Abraham. The genealogy of Jesus in Matthew
chapter 1 continued the fulfilment of the
promise from Abraham to David to Jesus. In the
entire process, we see one thing - God's hand.
His sovereign hand is present and is in charge.
This is the greatest security we can have. This is
the greatest comfort we can have. This is what
maintains the direction of our entire life. The
world may change, but God never changes.

So what is the problem? Problem exists when
we make man our God. We reckon man to be
unchanging. We think that the longer a person
stays in our life, the better. That's true, but one
day these people will have to leave as well.
Only God will not go_away. Therefore,
problems will arise when m d'she
place. . N

missionaries were evicted from China

spiritual leaders like Wang Ming Dao who had
established Christian morality in_China and
John Sung, the great evangelist,



impriMed. Watchman Nee who advocated
spiritual pursuit and Jia Yu Ming, the
theologian who wrote five books named
“Perfect Salvation” that addressed systematic
theology, were among the significant figures in
the Chinese church. Yet despite all these, we
see one thing: God was there. The church in
China grew and many ministers arose. Why?
Because God was there and God is sovereign!!

We must not allow man to take God's place. We
only need to see one important thing, i.e. God is
there and He holds the authority. If we
understand this, things would be different. And
that is what Isaiah saw. When we see that God is
sovereign, then in modern terms...God is our
boss.

A Holy God

The Bible did not stop there. Isaiah saw the
world change but God did not change and He
was in charge. When Isaiah saw the throne, the
seraphs and how the glory of the Lord filled the
place, Isaiah saw that God was holy, that God
was glorious! After Isaiah heard the seraphs
cried, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” he looked at himself
and said, “Woe is me!” He saw how filthy and
unworthy he was, living among unclean people.

To see our own unworthiness and sin is a very
important perception. Often times, problems
result not only when man takes God's place, but
also when we think we are indispensible to a
certain ministry. In this passage, [saiah saw his
own sin and lamented, “Woe is me!” Isaiah did
not see any worthiness in himself. He did not
think that the prophetic work needed him. He
knew he was a ruined man. Realizing how
unworthy and filthy he was, Isaiah needed the
seraphim to fly to him with a burning coal to
cleanse him. If he still had any ability and
opportunity to serve God, it was because of
God's cleansing.

A person once said that God gave us
responsibility in the same way people played
basketball. “When five of you are on the court
and the ball is with you, there's nothing the
others could do if you do not shoot it.
Everything is in your hands.” He went on to
say that, “if you refuse to shoot the ball, handle
the ball, or pass the ball, then the game would
be a sure loss.” It sounded right initially but
when I thought about it and if I were the coach,
I would remove the selfish player. Does God
have authority to do that? Absolutely yes. We
are not indispensable because everything is
changing. Our life is not in our hands. Nothing
is in our hands. We are unworthy. You and I can
serve God today only because of one word -
grace. God's grace. .... because God has called
and cleansed us. If it weren't for God's grace,
we would not have what we have today.

Responding to His Call

When we understand our own unworthiness, we

would treasure the opportunity to be used by

God so that when God asks whom He should

send, we can only -in grace- respond one way,
e., “Lord, here am I, send me.”

“Lord, You want me to be in this church.
Therefore, no matter what changes come, I will
see that You are the God of this church. You are
sovereign, not man; I am unworthy.”

When God asks, “Whom shall I send?” What is
your direction? Are you walking in
discouragement? Or will you say, “Here am I,
Lord, send me”? Be it a callmg to be like Bllly

Whether it be within our family, in our church
or in this country, we must remember that God
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My beloved mom and I always love a
bargain. I can recall my mom and I used to look
for something among crowded store tags that
say “Sale""or “Buy One Take One”. It is
common to see people flock around
merchandise with a 20% discount tag. But there
is always a catch; you have to purchase their
product first.

I can say that nothing is really free
nowadays. There is always a price tag attached
to something or a catch in return for something
free.

Praise God, this is not the case with
eternal life! There is an assurance of going to
heaven when this life is over. The Bible says,

“....the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus.” (Romans 6:23) Eternal life is free, there
is no catch. The death of Christ in the cross was
the one-and-for-all payment of our sins.
Anyone who wants to have eternal life must
receive it by faith and by trusting in Jesus. Am [
right? If my beloved mom were still around,
there would be so many thmgs that I wanted to
tell her and ask her. How I & om. My mo%
and I had no secrets from e :

There are some things
true, but eternal life in Christ is good and tr
Would you like to receive God's gift of eters
life? Just trust in Jesus and I bet you will have
the best thing in this world - eternal life for

free! Amen. ’ <
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Time really went so fast and Christian
Youth Fellowship (CYF) had just celebrated its
59" anniversary. This shows the fellowship has
been within the Cebu Gospel Church for many
years. :
The fellowship celebrated its
anniversary on the 23rd and 24" of November,
2007. Activities consisted of a simple "Praise
Rally", a short message of about 15 minutes by
Reverend Yu Bon Kim, games and a bountiful
feast since the fellowship had invited guests
like the elders, deacons, deaconesses and the
past counselors.

This was indeed a special celebration
because it was not just for one day. The
celebration continued on the following day,
November 24, in Mandaue Gospel Church from
2pm to 4pm. Aside from another short message
given by Reverend Ricky Recodo, the
fellowship had an outreach program for the
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street children. The number of children invited
was sixty; their names provided by Operation
Mobilization (O.M.), an organization under the
"Doulos". There were games for the children to
enjoy with prizes and fun fare-like activities
through booth making with the help of the
mcembers of the Young Professional
Fellowship. This anniversary celebration was a
combined fellowship of high school-college
and elementary CYF.

This celebration served as a way of
thanking God since the church also celebrated
Thanksgiving Day the following week. CYF
has so many things to thank God for - His
abiding faithfulness to the fellowship despite
the ups and downs it went through from its
inception to the present time. God is good. May
the Lord's grace and mercy continue to be in the
midst of the Christian Youth fellowship for the
generations to come for His name's sake and
His glory.
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Mission:
Rreparing for living in the world, for +he world, in +he name of Christ.

b |
A\ 4
< Good do.y to you readers!

"Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give
c thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good and his love
h endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations
r (Balm 100:4-5).
i We would like +o present to you our GR.EAT kids with +heir
s adventures! It is amazing how they are building their confidences,
. making new friends, showing their talents, learning new things and
= having fun at the same time. Even more wonderfu!l is when all +hese
1 kids really learn how to praise God! 'Dxey know how +o dance and
== sing before Him! Doesn'+ the Bible remind us how we need +0 become
e like them? (Mat++. 18:2-6) Isn'+ i+ nice +00 +o0 discover new things that

come from the kids? We all are learners and let us learn from +hem.
= So why not take a glance at our FRESCHOOL'S GREAT

1

< ADVENTURES! s
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WHAT’'S INSIDE... s

K kASIYOHON SO PHESKUL
* cLAssSroom ACTIVITIeS
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od is so wonderful!l The celebration last
August 3| was a joint celebration of the
Fhilippihe Independence Da.y, Nutrition month
and Linggo ng Wika rolled into one.

The celebration started with the kids' t
parade. They all looked so lovely wearing
Filipihio.ha. costumes. Worship t+ime was a
phenomenal success! [tesentations from the
kids were also amazing. Nurser‘y | ¢ 7 pupils
did the Bu++er?1y SOhg; all Kinder | kids
recited & nice poem entitled, A t+ime to know
while the Kinder 7 pupils sang and danced
‘Bahay Kubo and "Leron-Leron Sinta FParents
really enjoyed watching their children danced,
sang and played some "Pinoy games. The
teachers surprised everyone with their "Sayaw [EFSS
sa. Bangka Great food and great company!
Everybody got a full stomach. I+ was indeed a

spectacu lar event!



CLASSROOAV& ;CT‘V‘T‘ES
PARENT-TEACHER FELLOWSHIP

L earning is

fun! classroom
activities canh be
fun while
learning at the
same time. One
morning, the

Chinese teachers

gathered all +he®

kids with their
fruits for
salad-making!
All t+he kids
were sO eager 10
eat their
school-made
fruitsalads.
Mot Yuroton!
Chapel on
Fridays is every
kid's favorite
because that's
when they get to

dance, sing t0

All these are
possible because
of HIM. He said,
all +hings work
for the good of
those who love
Him, who have
been called
according +o0 his

$ purpose

~‘ (Romans 8:28).
Fellowship time

_ with parents

: was also a time
t+o0 learn more
about their kids.
1 Teachers

| received
affirmations and
were gr*eO.'Hy

encourdqged. But

the Lord in worship, and listen
+o stories about God! Oh, how

we

can
+hey want +0 be ’éuper‘hebs kids. e you

But "H'xey know +hat +here's Ohly Par\eh-’-s- %Qhk '

ohe Superher‘o...ﬁ-'s JESUS! yOuI
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byWstr. Alice Huang X

The word Christian carries the name of
Christ. Without Christ, only ‘ian’ remains. Some
people say these three alphabets mean i am nothing'.
Without Christ, life is nothing or meaningless. I was
born in a Christian home but I was not born a
Christian. I often go to Sunday School but I was not a
Christian. Not only did I not know what life is all
about, but I also had a problem.

Among my playmates during my primary
days was a four year old girl. She was run over by a
truck and died instantly. So death can nip away a
young age, I thought. This accident shocked me so
that the fear of death haunted me in the ensuing
years. Another matter was that my parents were
concerned about my disposition. As a person, [ was
not very bad nor very good. Having participated in
telling lies, cheated once inside a classroom,
prolonging hatred for one and half years, etc.,  knew
I was a sinner.

But God reached out to me through some
friends. They brought me to an evangelistic meeting.

The sermon was not new to me but the Holy Spirit
convicted me of sins. I cried hard over my sins
though my mom trained me not to cry easily. |
confessed my sins to the Lord because if we confess
our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness'.
Based on this promise, I believed God has forgiven
me of my sins. Then I asked the Lord Jesus to come
into my heart as Lord and Savior. Based on His
Word®, He came into my life and my life started to
change.

I am no longer afraid to die. Christ knows
everyone who belongs to Him” and none of those who
believe in Him will be lost for He saves them right
through to the end’. I need humility and courage.
With the help of our Lord Jesus Christ, I was able to
visit the one I hated and we reconciled. Over time, I
met my close friend, a cousin who knows me very
well, and she said to me, “Your face has not changed,
but your person is no longer the same.” I have
become a Christian. :

Scripture references: (1) I John 1:9 (3)John‘ 10:14

(4)Heb 7:25

(2)Rev 3:20
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Youth ministry is one of the most
important departments a church should have. It
helps our young people build good and strong
relationship with others and most importantly,
their spiritual growth and their daily walk with
God. Youth ministry helps them boost their godly
‘and moral values in their everyday lives so they
may become qualified church leaders someday. As
good and fruitful spiritual leaders by heart, they
will continue the work for God and they will be
the ones whom God will use to accomplish His
work.

I started serving in the youth ministry in
my high school days and became an assistant
counselor to the elementary CYF in my college
years. After I graduated from college, I became
one of the counselors in high school CYF and one
of the planners in elementary CYF. I thank God
for the experiences He gave, the ups and downs in
which I learned and got to know not just myself
but also others.

Serving in our youth ministry is both
challenging and fulfilling. It is a challenge to
assess young people's wants and needs. We need
to understand each youth's wishes or requests both
in practical and in spiritual terms. Practical terms
involve helping them face their daily living (i.e.,
peer pressure, influences & etc...). Spirituality
refers to their everyday walk with God, including
their faith (i.e., dealing with temptations and sin,
understanding God's plan and will for them &
etc...) Fulfillment in youth ministry lies in being
given the chance to reach out and be a blessing to
them, planting and imprinting the word of God in
their hearts so that they may not depart from God
and His word, know and strengthen their
foundation as young Christians. Getting the trust
of the youth nowadays is a little bit hard. They
would observe you and test you if you could be
trusted or not. Being in this ministry helps me to

be more cautious with my words, actions and even
facial expressions. Sometimes I fail but lessons
are learned. Young people observe our every
movement and are sensitive to it. As a leader, I
should be careful. Setting a good example to the
youth is one of the most challenging things easier
said than done!

During my ministry in Philippine Christian
Gospel School, I thought teaching would be very
hard. But the harder task is how you deal with
these children. You'll meet and see different kinds
of personality, talent, gift and character. Spending
time with them by just listening to what they are
saying helps us see that these children have good
and big hearts. Though we may see some of them
as naughty or disrespectful, once we get to know
them personally, our perspectives change.
Honestly, it's not easy to deal with some of the
children today. Some think they are better or know
better than you. Most of them are very
independent and some are just different - special.

Being given the chance to know some of
the youth and children in church and school is
worthwhile. It's not easy to be a teacher or a
pastor. It takes every inch of you (physically,
mentally, emotionally and spiritually) to get
through to the teens and children. The children
and youth give me strength and put a smile on my
face especially when I feel tired. They are the salt
and pepper or the sugar and spice in my life now.

Warren Wiersbe talks about ministry. He
said, “The nature of ministry is service.” You may
be surprised to know that the word “minister” or

mmlstry” has in its root § tp ek term for™
“service” or “to serve”.’k r

God, not the people we are serving. Commitment;
dedication and communication are one of the most
important parts in this ministry. Maygyou continue

inistry. i
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On September 29 after the morning prayer
meeting, our Sunday School principal, Judge Po,
invited me to share a short message to the Sunday
School teachers the following night at a dinner
meeting. At first I hesitated, but she told me that this
God given opportunity is a blessing from God. So |
. accepted her invitation.

2 Timothy 2:15 says, “Do your best to present
yourself to God as one approved, a workman who
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly
handles the word of truth.” Therefore, to be a good
servant of the Lord, one must have the following
qualities:

1. We must do our best to please God

God loves each one of us but not everyone is
approved by God. Just as parents love each one of
their children but not every child is pleasing to them.
Therefore, dear co-workers in the Sunday School
ministry, let us encourage each other to do our best so
that we can present ourselves to God as approved by
Him.

2. We must be workmen who need not be
ashamed

We all know that one day, we have to face
Christ before His judgment seat. In giving account of
our assigned task, can we be workmen who need not
be ashamed? Will the Lord say, “You good and
faithful servant,” and reward us?

3. We must be one who handle the word of
truth correctly

We all understand that when we come to
class, we must be well prepared. In teaching the
Bible, we must teach only the truth. Yes, nothing but
the truth. This means we are to teach what the
inspired authors of the Bible mean. It may not be
something sensational but what is important is the
truth.

2 Timothy 2:3 says, “Endure hardship with us
like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”

4. We must be good soldiers of Christ

In 1998, I was implanted with an additional
kidney in Guang Zhou, Zhujiang Hospital. Sometime
in year 2000, I was invited by Brother's Fellowship to
share God's Word. I remember we sang “Onward
Christian Soldier” to prepare our hearts. I told them I

was not a good soldier but a wounded one.
Praise the Lord! After nine years, I am now an old
soldier. Can an old soldier still be used by God? Yes,
as long as He will use me, I am always available. I
was inspired by the concluding sentence of General
Douglas MacArthur when he addressed the joint
session of the U.S., Congress. He said, “An old
soldier never dies, he just fade away.”

Rev. Chan Lim Hong was the president of
Oversea Seminary of Hong Kong. He was also a
teacher of our former pastor, Rev. Michael Tsang. He
related a true story about a well known preacher, Rev.
Ting Lib Pi. Rev. Ting had a son who was not a
believer. Rev. Ting once wrote his son, “Son, you are
a combat pilot. You must accept Jesus Christ as your
Lord and personal Savior.” The son replied, “Pa, my
God is my machine gun because I always use it to
shoot down the enemy plane.” It did not take long
before he engaged in another fight. This time, his
plane was hit. So, he counted a few seconds and
pressed the ejection button and he was ejected from
his plane. After few seconds, he tried to open the
main parachute but failed. Some seconds later, he
tried to open the auxiliary parachute; it failed to open
too. Sensing that in a few seconds, he would hit the
ground and die, he shouted, “Lord, save me!” The
auxiliary parachute suddenly opened and he was
saved from certain death. His colleague came to
celebrate his safe return but he said, “I will write to
my father first.” He wrote, “Before, I heard there is
God, but now I have seen God.” He repented and
accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and personal
Savior. Before long, he studied in a seminary and
became a pastor.

Finally,

5. We must read the Bible and pray
everyday

A good Sunday School teacher must read the
Blble and pray everyday ‘He/she

prayer was also prayed by the apostle Peter when e
was about to sink. Therefore, dear co-workers in the
Lord, let us teach our students gthfully and i

truthfully and entrust the results to




Early this year, Deaconess Lily Young
graciously invited me to spend a Tuesday
afternoon with our church's sisters in their
Women's Fellowship Service. My first
reaction was to decline the invitation
outright, but I thought it would be impolite
to do so. Knowing that I was busy with my
son's forthcoming wedding at that time,
Lily Tsi said that this invitation extends up
to the end of the year. Aloud, I said, “I will
pray about it.” Inwardly I thought, “Great, I
will be able to come up with reasons why I
can't accept such honorable invitation. I
prayed as promised and guess what? Lord
willing, D-Day is set on December 4, 2007
and hopefully by then, my Fookien
language is honed, and my insecurities in
public speaking have been overcome.
Pondering on what appropriate 'topic' to
share with fellow sisters-in-Christ, I
consulted my Achi, the Rev. Anna Wright.
In a heartbeat, she suggested that I speak on
ageing. Such wisdom, is it any wonder that I
look upon her as my mentor?

A time to be born and a time to die, a time to
plant and a time to uproot... (Ecclesiastes
3:2). Birth and death are two phenomena
that go hand-in-hand to complete the cycle
of human life. As Christians, we know that
this world is our temporary home. We are
simply passing through. The moment a baby
is born into this world, 'visa' is issued by
God the Almighty and the length of our stay
rests solely upon His loving hands. It could
be for just a day, a year, a decade or even up
to a century. My mother, Mama Rose as we

fondly called her, passed away 23 years ago

on July 18, 1984. She was only 54 years
young. I can still remember how painful it
was to lose Mama, who had given so much
of herself to us and never had the chance to
enjoy the fruits of her labor as our youngest
sister Lydia had just finished her medical
studies. I'll never forget the look of
sympathy in people's eyes, as if saying, “
Sayang, your mom is gone so soon.” In
contrast, my father, Papa Awing as we
fondly called him, recently passed away on
October 31, 2007. He was 87 years old.
While it is always sad and painful to lose
somebody you love, at least Papa Awing had
a long good run. He was able to savor the
fruits of his labor. Papa Awing was a simple
man and it didn't take much to make him
happy. Highlights in his calendar were the
regular visits we made to Bais City,
especially on his birthday. Thank God for
modern technology, it was easy to keep in
touch through phone calls. We talked and
exchanged news every Sunday morning and
he would end each call not with a traditional
goodbye but his favorite two words: Okay
na. I shall miss doing this routine in years to
come. While Mama's death was viewed as
tragic because of her young age, Papa's
demise was viewed as merciful because of
his old age. People would say, “Bonus na if

¢ : o " i;
didn't want to burden anyone, not even'¥

children. When papa started to have -
stomach ailment early last ygar, he was .
eian. No ¥



amount. of gentle persuasion or heated
argument could convince him to have a
thorough medical check-up. I've often
wondered the whys of it. Perhaps, Papa was
afraid that indeed he was sick and it would
mean becoming a burden to us. Perhaps, he
was tired of living and with all of his friends
gone before him, he wanted to rest as well.
Papa would often say we don't understand
. him. Whatever his reasons were, somehow
he lost his zest in life. In a decade or so, I
will reach the mandatory age of retirement.
The word mandatory sounds so ominous. It
means giving way to the young and vibrant
even if we are still willing and able to do our
tasks. This is the sad reality of our secular
world. Thank goodness this isn't so in the
spiritual realm. Over the past months, I've
read numerous stories about growing old in
Christ. Some call it the sunset years, others
call it the senior years but I like it most
when they call it the beautiful years.

How can old be beautiful? Let me count the
ways: Proverbs 16:31 states that the silver-
haired head is a beautiful crown found in a
righteous life. Toothless smiles on wrinkled
faces are time-honored loveliness of a life
well-lived in Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:16
states, “therefore we do not lose heart. Even
though our outward man is perishing, yet
the inward man is renewed day and day.” We
may lose our health and wealth, our friends
and jobs to old age, but we will never lose
the love of God for His love will never grow
old. Neither should we lose our love
towards God for no feat is more noble than
to remain strong in faith when everything
else fails. Ilove Psalm 92:14 when it states
that we will still bear fruit in old age, we
will stay fresh and green. The beautiful

truth is: ageing and weakness focus our
thoughts on God. If we can sing songs of
praise to God through pain and tears, surely
we will grow in grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior through all our years.

Given the chance, I wonder what kind of an
old woman I will be. By God's grace and
mercy, hopefully I will be as spiritually
vibrant as our esteemed sisters in this
fellowship. Record shows that the Sister's
Fellowship is one of the most attended
fellowships in our church today. Why?
Some people might say you have the time,
but I would say you have the dedication.
Some might say you have the strength and
health, but [ would say you have the heart to
stay in active service while you still can.
People say growing old is not for the sissies,
I couldn't agree more for it takes a lot of
courage to walk the paths that you have
trod, to fight the battles you have fought. At
this point, I would like to thank you for
being a great source of inspiration to me and
many other people. When the time comes
when we can no longer be in active service,
we can stay spiritually vibrant on our
bended knees and even on our backs as we
lay in our beds. We can become great prayer
warriors. The victor's crown is given not by
how we start but how we finish. When the
time comes for us to go, we can echo
Apostle Paul's words in 2 Timothy 4:7 when
he states, “I have foughtythe good flght
have finished the racejand’
faith.” Nothing can sou
ears than to hear our God Al
“Well done, my good and faithful €
To God be the glory. Amen and amen.
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Aug 11 - Leadershlp Trammg & Revival

Meeting by Dr. Albert Ting of Singapore Bible
College

Sep 20-23 - 42™ Mission Emphasis Week with
the theme, “Passion For Souls,” and Dr. Allen
Lim as special speaker

Sep 25 - baptism of Sisters Jeanne Uy &
Diosdada Oscares of Mandaue Gospel Center

Sep 30 - Sunday School and Teachers' Sunday;
may God continue to use teachers as channels
of blessing to the children

Oct 21 - Respect the Aged Sunday with
thoughtful tokens distributed by the Young
Professionals Fellowship

Oct 27 - seminar on the Filipino Chinese Youth
Culture by Rev. Danny Reyes

Nov 11 elected the following deacons and
deaconess for the year 2008-2010: Alexander
Te, Emmanuel Ong, Philip Yap, Nixon Po, Jane
Jane Ong, Mona Li, Rosemarie Castro,
Josephine Yu

Nov 22 - special Thanksgiving Service with
various praise numbers and testimonies
rendered by different fellowships

Nov 23-24 - Christian Youth Fellowship 59"
anniversary celebration including outreach
program for street children \
2 . B % t A, L4

Nov 25 - Thanksgiving Worship Sef‘v':-'
82" Baptismal Ceremony of the foll
brethren into God's family: Carl Andrew Sy,
Clarence Aaron Sy, Aaron Lemuel Ong, Robert
Hansford Ching, Michelle Tio, Sagah Tio, Gail
Leslie Uy
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