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WHATIS MAN'S GREATEST NEED?

If our greatest need is information,
God would send us an informer.

If our greatest needistechnology,
Godwould send us a scientist.

If our greatest needis money,
God would send us an economist.

If our greatest needis pleasure,
Godwould send us an entertainer.

But our greatest need s forgiveness,
that's why God sent us the Savior.

AND ONLY THESON OF GOD IS ABLETO
AND CAN FORGIVE US.

Our church theme for this year is "IN CHRIST
ALONE" because we dll need Christ. The world
needs a Savior. This is the reason why Paul the
apostle in Colossians 1:28 said, “We proclaim him,
admonishing and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone
perfect in Christ.” What must every Christian do
then for the Lord2 Our main and most important
taskis to fulfill the Great Commission.

A .PROCLAIMING CHRIST

Paul did not proclaim politics, philosophy or man-
made theology. He didn't preach his own
message, opinions, not with entertaining stories or
illustrations. He preached Jesus because
Christianity is allabout Christand nothing else.

We too must preach Jesus and it is every
Christian's duty to fulfill the Great Commission. We
are commanded to go and make disciples.

The word proclaim has three meanings:
1.To Declare Publicly

To let all people know Christ, not only to a handful
oreven many, but to the whole world.

If you have a medicine that can cure more than
500 kinds of skin diseases or at least stop any
itchiness, and if it has helped you alot, don't you
want to tell your relatives and friends about its
efficacy so that they can also benefit fromite In
the same way, we want to tell the world what
Christ can doto ourlives.

2.ToMake Known

How did you come to know the Lord and how has
the Lord helped you? What is the best way to
make Christ known? Isit through theinternet?2 the
radio? newspaper? television? distributing
tractse The most effective way to make Christ
known is by showing the world that we have Christ
in us. We meet alot of people everyday and it is
our opportunity to reach out to them and make
Christ known.

3. Continuously
We proclaim Christ not only at one time but many
times from now til whenwe are able todo so.

Asister had been attending our Sisters Fellowship
for nine years but has not been baptized. Every-
time the Sister Fellowship would make the
invitation to accept Christ, she would just keep
quiet. She always says, "Wait till 'm prepared.”
One day, she gotill and was in critical condition.
Many sisters showed theirlove and care, paid her
visits, prayed for her and comforted her. The Lord
touched her heart and she was baptized last
December 19,2009. Praise the Lord!

B. ADMONISHING CHRIST
The word admonish has two important meanings:
1. To Warn - not to frighten people. If you don't

believe in Christ, you will go to hell. Yes, that is true
but many can't accept it that straight. Forthem, it

-2-
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is not nice to hear so they will most likely reject it
immediately. We don't directly tell a sick person,
“If you don't take this medicine, you are going to
die."

Instead, we have to gently give wise counsels or

The response will surely be negative.
advise, explain to them the do's and don'ts.

2.To ImpartUnderstanding

Admonishing is to be able to explain clearly and
make the person understand when we tell them
about Christ. What important message should we
impart about Jesus?2 We tell them who Jesus is
and what He has done for us in a plain language
orsimple term.

C.TEACHING CHRIST

One of the most common problems that the early
church faced was the person of Jesus Christ, i.e.,
whether Jesus had two natures when he came to
earth.

Problem #1 - During their time, many believed
that Christ was 100% human and not 100% divine.
This is not correct because if Jesus did not have
divine nature, then He could not have the
authority to forgive our sins. Remember the story
of four men carrying a paralytic on a mat?2 They
tried to take him into the house where Jesus was,
but they couldn't find a way so they removed the
tiles on the roof and lowered him into the middle
of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. When Jesus
saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "“Son, your
sins are forgiven.”" The teachers of the law began
thinking to themselves, "Who is this fellow who
speaks blasphemy2 Who can forgive sins but
Godalone?”

Problem #2 - Christ had divine nature but did not
have human nature. In short, He did not become
human, only a shadow and therefore, He cannot
understand our human needs. This teaching is
~again wrong. His human nature was manifested
mgg;_l e 0 “t_—:_‘crih. He got tired and slept, He ate

Lazarus was sick. When Jesus arrived, He found
that Lazarus had adlready been in the tomb for
four days. Mary heard that Jesus was still at the
place where Martha met Him. She quickly got up
and went out. The Jews who had been
comforting her thought that she was going to the
tomb to mourn there, they followed her. When
Mary reached the place where Jesus was and
saw Him, she fell at His feet and said, "Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have
died.”
Jews who had come along with her also

When Jesus saw her weeping and the

weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and
troubled. Jesuswept.

Problem #3 - The divine nature and the human
nature of Christ were separated. This fallacy
claimed that Jesus was sometimes God and at
other times human. It believed that Jesus cannot
be both human and divine at the same time.
These provided many doubts as to whether He

was God orwhetherHe wasjust human.

Problem #4 - The divine nature of Christ was
greater than His human nature. When Christ was
on earth, He was 100% human, became like one
of us; and, at the same time, He was 100 % God in
Him. Christ was 100% divineinwhich He cannot sin
and was 100% human in which He was weak and
could sin but He chose not to sin. Do you
rememberwhen Jesus was praying in the Garden
of Gethsemane?2 He said in His prayer, "Take
this cup fromme. Yet not whatlwill, but what You
will." Jesus chose to follow His father's will rather
than His own comfort. Same way, we should

follow Hisexample.

Our Heavenly Fatherwants everyone tohave the
saving knowledge through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us be strong and courageous in sharing the
Gospel to the whole world. And may we
continue to equip ourselves with the Word of God
so that we could stand against the Devil's

scheme.
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Last March 7, 2010, we celebrated our 94"
founding anniversary. Cebu Gospel Church,
being the second oldest Chinese church in the
Philippines, certainly has a rich heritage behind
her. Indeed, we need to praise God. The
Church would not be what it is today if God is not
with us. For this reason, just as Paul wrote in his
letter to the church of Philippi, let us rejoice in the
Lord! (Phil. 3:1a). In the midst of our joy though,
we also need to be reminded of our tasks. Letus
not rest on our laurels, focusing only on past
glories. Instead, we need to be cautious of the
challenges ahead for our protection. This is the

message of Paulin Philippians 3:1-11.

In this part of Paul's letter, he issued an urgent
warning to the church. Paulsaid, "Itisno trouble
for me to write the same things to you again, and
it is a safeguard for you." Paul had previously
warned the church of a persistent problem, and
he repeated it again herein vv.2-11. Paul called
on the church to watch out for misplaced
religiosity (3:1-3), and throw out legalistic
privileges (3:4-7), because we only need to seek
out God'simputedrighteousness (3:8-11).

Paul confronted the problem of Judaism. Unlike
other major religions of the world, Judaism is the
religion of only one people - the Jews. Judaism
focuses in the belief of One God, but not in the
doctrine of Trinity.  Judaizers derived their
teachings from the Old Testament Scripture of
Bible. Proponents of this religion focus on the
observance of ceremonial Laws and Traditions.
In other words, Judaism became a religion that
centered on religiosity and legalistic
righteousness.

One of the major teachings of Judaism is the
practice of circumcision (3:2). Circumcision was
instituted as a sign of God's covenant with
Abraham and his descendants (Gen. 17:1-14).
This is an everlasting covenant between God,
Abraham, and all of Abraham's descendants
(Gen. 17:7). Any male who has not been
circumcised will be cut off from God's people,
because he has broken God's covenant (Gen.
17:14).

The Bible clearly dictates, in Christ we who
believes were circumcised, not with a
circumcision done by hands of men but with the
circumcision done by Christ (Col. 2:11).
Furthermore, in Galatians 3:26-29, Paul said, "We
are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus ...
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, slave or free,
male or female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's

seed, and heirsaccording to the promise."

This was further affrmed in Romans 9:6-7a,8. The
Bible said, "It is not as though God's word had
failed. Fornot all who are descended from Israel
are Israel. Nor because they are his descendants
are they Abraham's children. In other words, it is
not the natural children who are God's children,
but itis the children of promise who are regarded
as Abraham's offspring.” Therefore, all who
believe in Jesus Christ are now considered to be

sons of Abraham, or God's covenant people.

We also face the same problem today. Some
embrace religion in the belief that it could
provide them a rightful standing in the sight of
God. They hope that somehow and in some

24
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way, they will be made righteous by ceremonial
practices and traditions. Paul asked us to be
cautious of MISPLACED RELIGIOSITY.

religions openly oppose Christ, but others are

Some

more subtle. They use Christian language to give
their faith a familiar sound. Then they add to it

their own twisted brand of thinking.

An example is the religious group which affirms
the authority of thé Scripture. They believe that
salvation is by grace, not of works; and many
other things to which we also adhere. However,
the group believes that their founder was a
messenger from God gifted with the spirit of
prophecy. Thus to them, the Bible is not the final
and last word of God to us. This is heresy.
Moreover, they believe that on October 22, 1844,
Jesus entered the second and last phase of His
atoning work. In other words, Christ's atoning
work was incomplete when He died on the cross.
This .again is unacceptable to us. Furthermore,
they believe that Jesus is Michael the Archangel

whichwe allknow is unfoundedin the Scripture.

The Bible in Hebrews 1:1-5 says, “In the past God
spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at
many times and in various ways, but in these last
days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things, and through whom
He made the universe.” Hence, no further
revelation was needed. The following is said of
Jesus Christ: “The Son is the radiance of God's
glory and the exact representation of His being,
sustaining all things by His powerful word. Afterhe
had provided purification for sins, He sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” In other
words, Christ's saving work was completed at the
cross. The Book of Hebrews declares, “So He
became as much superior to the angels as the
name He has inherited is superior to theirs. For to
whichof the angelsdid God eversay, 'You are my

Son; todayl have become your Father2™ Jesusis

God, He neverwas an angel. Let us not misplace
ourreligiosity. Instead, let us fixour eyes on Jesus.
For Christ alone is the author and perfecter of our
faith. Be confident not in the flesh, but in Christ

alone.

The Bible says, “We were included in Christ when
we heard the Word of ftruth, the Gospel of
salvation. Having believed, we were marked in
Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit. (Eph.
1:13)." Thisis the very point of Paul when he said,
“For itis we who are the circumcision, we who
worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ
Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh ...
(v.3)".

Another problem we need to confront is the
practice of abstinence. Some people
commonly practice abstinence come Lenten
Season. They believe this is a form of penance,
an act of devotion performed to show
repentance for sin. In the province of
Pampanga, devotees would go to the extent of
whipping themselves. Worse, some would even
re-enact Christ's saving work and be nailed on a
cross. They believe this would somehow make
them right in the sight of God. In reality, all these

are merely LEGALISTIC RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Paul cautioned us of the same problem (Phil 3:4-
7). Many who professed to be converts mixed
Judaism with Christianity.  They believe
circumcision precedes salvation. Paul was
circumcised on the eight day, a requirement
stipulated when God made a covenant with
Abraham (Gen. 17:12).

pure-blooded Jew and he knew the tribe from

Moreover, Paul was a

which he came. He could speak Hebrew and
understoodits customs thoroughly. He wasason
of Hebrew parents. Withregard to the Law, Paul
was a Pharisee, a member of the strictest religious

group of his people. With regards to zeal, he

#* X
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persecuted the church. In other words, in terms
of legalistic credential, Paul was a perfect
example of a man of God. Surprisingly, he

forsook everythingforthe sake of Christ.

Look and see vv.8-9. Paul said, “What is more, |
consider everything a loss compared to the
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus our
Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. |
consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ and
be foundin Him, not having arighteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ — the righteousness that

comes from God andis by faith.”

The Bible explicitly dictates, “All ourrighteous acts
are like filthy rags in the sight of God.” (Isa. 64:6)
And in Romans 3:10, the Bible says, “No one is
righteous, not even one; there is no one who
understands, no one who seeks God. All have
turned away; they have together become
worthless; there is no one who does good, not
even one.” How then can anyone claim
righteousness for themselves, much less, take
credit for theirsalvation? Forthisreason, we need
to SEEK OUT GOD'S IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS

which comes only by faith in Christ alone.

Our journey with the Lord does not ehd with such
acknowledgment. Instead, like Paul, we need to
take a step further. In vv.10-11 Paul said, "I want
to know Christ and the power of His resurrection
and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings,
becoming like Him in His death, and so,
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the
dead.”

The Christian walk is a long and challenging
journey. Someone said, “Christianlifeis not abed
ofroses”. Iwould venture to say, “Christian life is a
bed of roses together with its thorns.” We never
ran out of challenges. Every step of life is like a

climb in the ladder. It is not always smooth. It is
not always safe. But we know Christ provides us
the ladder to climb. The purpose of thisladder s,
first and foremost, for us to be renewed into
fellowship with God. After which, each and
every step is an effort to know Christ and the

power of His resurrection.

Our Lord Jesus Christ once told Paul, “My grace is
sufficient for you; for my power is made perfectin
weakness." (2 Cor. 12:9) Itis during the most trying
moments of our lives that Christ's power is made
perfect in us. And sometimes, it is after we have
experienced Christ's resurrected power that we
learn to fellowship with His sufferings and become
like Him in death. Therefore, let us not be
overwhelmed by surpassing challenges before
us. Instead, let us acknowledge our need of
Christ's saving work for us. Righteousness comes
neither by our religiosity nor legalistic credentials.
Instead, righteousness comes only by faith in

Christ alone.

As we journey through life, understand the
purpose of this journey. For us Christians, our lives
are meant to experience the power of Christ's
resurrection so that after we have a foretaste of
God's power, we may in turn learn OBEDIENCE.
That is the essence of Paul's message when he
said, “Sharing in Christ's sufferings, becoming like
Him in His death, and so, somehow, to attain to

the resurrection of the dead.”

Let us love Christ, for in Him alone comes
salvation. Let us revere God, for in Him alone
comes the power to endure all things for the sake
of knowing Christ. Learn obedience, for

righteousness comes by faithin Christ alone.

26-
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A group of English Protestants of the late 16™ and
17" century known as the Puritans were noted for
signing their comrrespondence with the letters
“D.V.", which means Deo Volente in Latin or
"Godwiling".

John Wesley and other Methodists continued this
practice in their letter writing. Not only that,
placards about coming events also had D.V.
initials on them. It was a simple reminder that all
plans were subject to the Lord's sovereign
permission. These believers made it a point that
their thought-life and attitude were always in
submission to the Lord.

In our day and age, few Christians would have
the nerve to say, "My lifeis my own.” But most of us
live as though we believe those words.

GODLESS PLANNING

The book of James offers a powerful warning to
those who think they are in control of their lives:
Godless Planning is dishonoring to God. Needless
tosay, Godless Planningissin.

With this in mind, James 4:13 begins with a
caution: “Now listen, you who say, Today or
tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a
year there, carry on business and make money.'"
At that time, the economy was growing and
opportunities were everywhere. And in this
passage, James zeroed in on businessmen who
made plans for commercial expansion. | am not
saying that making business plans are wrong. You
must do so in order to survive the demands of
industrialization. What is wrong, then, is the fact
that these businessmen were planning as if God
does not exist. But this does not apply to
businessmen alone; the same principle applies to
planning for education, career, family, ministry,
efc.

We must remember that James was not talking to

pagans or non-believers. Instead, he was
addressing Christians. From the time of James
until now, believers still isolate their Christian lives
within a Sunday morning. Believers still live the rest
of their week outside church as if God does not
exist. And thisis basically “practical atheism”. You
say you believe in God, but act as if there is no
God. The problemlies, therefore, in the attitude of
the heart.

Godless Planning tells us that we must Be
Presumptuous. It tells us to live and plan as if we
know what the future holds; as if we can predict
the outcome of what we decide to do. But if truth
be told, we do not know what tomorrow will bring.
Just as verse 14a clearly tellsus, “Why, you do not
even know what willhappen tomorrow.”

Robert Kiyosaki is an investor, businessman and
best-selling author of the book Rich Dad, Poor
Dad series on financial matters. A large part of
Kiyosaki's teachings focus on generating passive
income by means of investment, such as real
estate and businesses, with the ultimate goal of
being able to support oneself by such
investments alone.

Yeteven if you follow Kiyosaki's advice and work
to put your money on investments, you will never
be sure about the economy. Back in 2008, the top
US investment bank Lehman Brothers filed for
bankruptcy sending shockwaves through
financial markets. In this changing world, there is
no such thing as sure investment. Therefore, we
cannot follow Godless Planning and Be
Presumptuous.

Certainly, none of us knows what tomorrow will
bring because even our lives are in the hands of
God. And so James 4 continues in the latter part
of verse 14, “What is your life2 You are a mist that
appears for a little while and then vanishes.”

* %
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While Godless Planning tells us that we must Be
Invincible, the Bible reminds us of the opposite. In
truth, we are notinvincible becauselifeis brief like
mist that is here for a time and goes away quickly
just like the mist from a hot kettle or the morning
dew. Aside from the mist, Scripture also uses other
object lessons in conjunction to the brevi'ry of life
(Ps.103:15-16; Is. 40:7; Ecc. 9:2-3).

Surely, death is not a respecter of persons. It may
seem normal when an aged person passes away
but when a relatively young person's life ends, it
all seems too sudden and unexpected. But this is
how the Bible explains our life. Life is delicate. Life
isshort.

Even the famous Protestant Reformer, Martin
Luther, was radically changed when he was
confronted with the frailty of life. Luther had
recently completed a Master's degree and
started hislaw studies at the University of Erfurt. He
was on his way back to Erfurt after having visited
his parents when he was caught in a terrible
thunderstorm. Lightning struck near Luther and he
was thrown to the ground by the air pressure it
created. At thismoment, Luther asked St. Anne to
save his life and made a vow as an Augustinian
monk.

As we know, upon faithful study of Scripture,
Luther found that Rome is wrong for teaching
indulgences and carried on to champion the
doctrine of justification—that we are saved by
grace alone through faith alone in the work of
Jesus alone. Martin Luther certainly served the
Sovereign God as if each day were his last!

May we live consciously each day in submission
to the Sovereign Lord's will, confessing that we
can never be presumptuous and invincible.

GODLY PLANNING

Scripture not only warns us about Godless
Planning, it also gives us the alternative in James
4:15, “Instead, you ought to say, 'If itis the Lord's
will, we will live and do this or that." By doing so,
the Bible teaches us the first part of Godly

Planning, that is, to Acknowledge God's
Sovereignty and Gracious Favor.

Deo Volente or"lf God wills"is more than a spiritual
sounding slogan. Itis an attitude of heart thatis to
dominate our lives as Christians.

Even the Muslims apply this practice using the
words, "Insha'Allah”. To the Muslims, this saying
indicates that you want Allah's blessing for what
you are about to do. For example, if you want to
do something in particular that you know is very
hard to achieve, you invoke Allah's blessing
before it occurs or before you set outto doit.

The difference between the Muslims and true
Christians is that we acknowledge not only God's
sovereignty; but werely on His gracious favor. We
cannot manipulate God to give us what we
want; instead, we depend on His grace, that is,
God's undeserved favor. Our salvation from sin
and our growth in holiness all spring from God's
grace. In other words, we cannot earn God's
favorand we onlyreceive it by His grace.

When French ruler, Napoleon Bonaparte,
mentioned to a friend his plans to invade Russia,
the man tried to stop him by warning, "Man
proposes, but God disposes.” Napoleon then
replied, "I dispose as well as propose." The
arrogant move of Napoleon was ultimately the
turning point of his own downfall. He learned that
while man may propose his plans, only the
Sovereign God could bring them to fruition.

Deo Volenteisa good philosophy bywhichtolive
our lives. However, having the right heart attitude
is more important than saying the right words.
There is a danger of it becoming another
Christian cliché. But itis not so much on the fear of
becoming cliché that we stop using these words,
rather it is the influence of our modern world that
rejects the relevance of God in our day-to-day
lives.

The absence of it from our lips perhaps suggests
we are not as dependent on the Lord as we think

Gospel Light



we are. We move ahead with our own plans and
expect God to bless them. Worse yet, we live like
“practical atheists,” making plans and boasting
about the future without acknowledging the
sovereign hand of God in the daily affairs of life.
Instead, there should always be contingency in
allourplans.

Not only that, we must also Avoid Boastful
Ambition. Disregarding God's gifts and favor is to
boast in your own accomplishments apart from
Him. Just as James 4:16 rebukes us, “As it is, you
boastand brag. Allsuch boasting is evil.”

Some of the businessmen in the book of James
had expanded their ventures—they took risks and
made a profit. As always happens, “Success
breeds success and along with prosperity comes
pride and self-sufficiency."”

Such boasting includes bragging about our
accomplishments. It is like saying, “Look what |
have done on my own. Sure, God gave me life,
but it is my brains, my plans, my energy."” Just as
one famous “philosopher” had said, I did what |
had to do and saw it through without exemption. |
planned each charted course, each careful step
along the byway. And more, much more than
this, I diditmyway.”

Human boasting is evil because man steals the
glory that belongs to God alone. King
Nebuchadnezzar boasted
accomplishments when he said, “Is not this the
great Babylon | have built as the royal residence,

in his own

by my mighty power and for the glory of my
majesty2” (Daniel 4:30) Because of his pride,
Nebuchadnezzar was punished by the Sovereign
Lord—he was driven away from his people and
he ate grass like cattle. Yet in the end, his sanity
was restored and he concluded, “Now |,
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify
the King of heaven, because everything he does
is right and all his ways are just. And those who
walk in pride he is able to humble.” (Daniel 4:37)

Furthermore, Godly Planning also means to
Abide by God's Will as Scriptures instruct and

challenge us to not succumb to the sin of
omission. James 4:17 clearly tells us, “So whoever
knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for
himitissin."

In other words, we sin when we ignore God. We
sin when we make plans on our own and when it
turns out to be a success, we sin when we brag
and boast about our achievements. We sin when
we steal the glory that rightly belongs to God
alone. The right thing to do, therefore, is to
acknowledge God's sovereignty and gracious
favor, and avoid boastful ambition. This is how we
shall abide by God's will.

Butif you are not a believer, what is God's will for
youz? It is that you believe in His Son Jesus whom
He sent to be your Redeemer and Lord: "For this is
the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds
the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life,
and | Myself will raise him up on the last day" (John
6:40).

If we are left to ourselves, we would choose torun
our lives our own way. We are being pulled from
every side as we struggle with sin from day to day.
But praise be to God who sent His only Son, Jesus,
who not only took on the full punishment for the
sins that we deserve; but Christ also lived in
complete obedience to the Father's every
command on our behalf because we cannot
everfully doso.

J. Gresham Machen, founder of Westminster
Theological Seminary, found solace in this truth
shortly before he died when he wrote in a
telegram these words: "I'm so thankful for the
active obedience of Christ. No hope without it."
Dear saints, Christ did not only die an atoning
death forour sins, but He also lived a sinless life for
our righteousness. Trust, believe and rest in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ!

But while we are still in our bodies longing for our
eternalrestin heaven, may the cry of hearts in all
of life always be, Deo Volente, making every plan
contingent on “If the Lord wills."”
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“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile; you are stillin your sins. Then those also who
have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this
life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied
more than allmen” (1 Corinthians 15:17-19).

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the most
important miracles that God has done. If Christ
was not raised, Christianity itself would never exist.
If Christ was not raised, all of us who believed in
Him would become fools. We're wasting our time
and energy attending Sunday services, doing
ministries, or even evangelizing none believers —
all of these would be for nothing. Many of us who
have been Christians for almost our whole lives
would be so devastated to know that we've
beenlivingonalie. '

Thanks be to Godl Jesus Christ indeed died and
was raised from the dead, and then He
appeared to many people before ascending to
heaven. The miracle of the resurrection proved
that Jesus Christis the Messiah, the promised seed
of blessing to Abraham and the promised seed of
victory overthe Serpentin Genesis 3.

What benefits does this miracle of the resurrection
have in store for the believerse Surely it did not
only prove Christ as the Messiah! Indeed, the Bible
tells us that there are more to the resurrection
than just proving the veracity of Jesus as Christ. |
have listed below few of the benefits from the
resurrection of Christ that | find assuring and
encouraging to all of us, reminding us of the
goodness of God through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

The first one is from the passage above: we have
forgiveness of and freedom from sin. The sacrifice

of Christ on the cross is the price that He paid for
our sins. Christ's resurrection grants us the freedom
fromits bondage. Sin no longer has power over us
and we receive from God the ability to yield
ourselves to Him. The ability to obey His
commands that are written in the Scriptures
comes from Him. This is why Christ said in Luke
19:10, "For the Son of Man came to seek and to
save what was lost,” because left on ourown, we
cannot and will not seek Him. Isaiah 53:6 and
Romans 3:10-12 explains, “We dall, like sheep,
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his
own way;" “There is no one righteous, not even
one; there is no one who understands, no one
who seeks God. All have turned away; they have
together become worthless; there is no one who
doesgood, notevenone.”

Second, we are assured of ;-_'o_&-f?'ﬁﬁiﬁcaﬁon
through the resurrection. Romans 4:23-25 says,
“The words it was credited to him' were written
not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will
credit righteousness — for us who believe in him
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was
delivered over to death for our sins and was
raised to life for our justification.” One of the
purposes of the resurrection is for us, who believe
in Him who raised Jesus from the dead, to be
justified (or declared) righteous in the eyes of
God. By raising Christ from the dead, God has
approved of what Christ has done for Christ was
perfect and righteous, enough to pay the
penalty of sin. By virtue of our union with Christ,
Christ'srighteousness was applied to us.

Assurance of regeneration is the third benefit.
1 Peter 1:3 reads, “Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy
he has given us new birth into a living hope
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through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead.” This new birth that the Bible has told us is
not a physical birth as what al of us had
experienced. This new birth, as Jesus Christ
explained to Nicodemus in the Gospel of John, is
in essence a spiritual one. We are dead in sin and
therefore need to be “spiritually reborn” in order
for us to enjoy the salvation from Christ. And the
changes in us do not end to our being reborn. In
Ephesians 1:19-20, Paul prays that the saints

would know “hisincomparably great power for us

who believe. That power is like the working of his -

mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when
he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly realms.” The same
power that by which God raised Christ from the
dead is the same power at work within us, the
goal of which is to transform us to become more
and more like Christ. And we are certain that
when God works, He “will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus”

(Philippians 1:6).

Fourth, and this is a good one for all of us, is that
through Christ's resurrection, salvation is assured.
John 6:39-40 says, “And this is the will of him who
sent me, that | shall lose none of all that he has
given me, but raise them up at the last day. For
my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the
Son and believes in him shall have eternal life,
and | will raise him up at the last day.” Part of the
"will" of the Father is to not lose any one that He
has given to Christ. In trying to explain this
doctrine, Paul asked a rhetorical question to the
saints in Rome, "Who shall separate us from the
love of Christe Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
(Romans 8:35). We dll
understand that the answer to that question is

swordg" know and
"no one"” or “nothing”! The power of God to save
us in Christ is more powerful than any other thing
in this world. The same power that raised Christ
from the dead is powerful enough to preserve us
and our faith in Christ; therefore, once you are

saved, you are always saved and shall receive
eternallife from God.

And finally, Christ's resurrection guarantees
resurrection to those who believed in Him. Paul
tells us that “By his power, God raised the Lord
from the dead, and he willraise us also™ and “that
the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead
will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you
in his presence” (1 Cor. 6:14; 2 Cor. 4:14). The
“"completion” that Paul mentioned in Philippians
1:6 not only means changes on the physical,
earthly sense - it also includes the eternal end-
product of the work God had begun in us. We
shall receive glorified bodies in the resurrection
day, the day of Christ! Now, many have asked
what kind of resurrectioh body they would be
receiving in the last day. Since Chirist retained his
wounds from being nailed to the cross, would we
retain the scars that we hadin our lifetime as well2
An author explains that “we probably will not
have any scars from the injuries or wounds
received in this life, but our bodies will be made
perfect, 'incomrruptible’ and raised 'in glory.' The
scars from Jesus' crucifixion are unique because
they are an eternal reminder of his sufferings and
deathforus.”

Let us praise God for granting us grace to enjoy
these benefits from the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Let us be reminded of the sacrifice of the
Lamb not only during “Holy Week" festivities, for
we are living testimonies of that sacrifice and are
tasked to live it out every single moment of our
lives.

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask orimagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and everl Amen" (Ephesians
3:20-21).
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A pediatrician once said, "Babies do not come
with a manual.” Observing moms and the
problems they face, | somehow know this truth
even before | gave birth to my baby. Sleepless
nights, dirty diapers, unknown rashés and
ilnesses and endless crying are not the only
things that scared me when Iwas still pregnant.
What frightened me more was theiuplbringing
of my child under my watch. It may soundssilly,
but the idea of being responsible for the life of
someone, the desire and the challenge to let

her know God and the huge’occounfobilify |

have to the One who gave her to me, were

quite overwhelming.

The good Lord certainly knew my fears and
graciously pTovided me comfortand help
through a book entitled, “Treasuring God in
Our Traditions.™ This short and light-read book is
written by Noél Piper who filled the pages not
only with her inspiring family traditions but also
with_her refreshing desire for and joy in God.
Looking at tradifions.in a God-centered light,
this book communicates the beauty of
celebrating God's goodness and holiness
through the regular activities and occasions
we consciously establish to store God'swordsin

our hearts.

“Love the LORD your God and keep his
requirements, his decrees, his laws and his
commands always...Remember today that
your children were not the ones who saw and
experienced the discipline of the LORD your

God: his majesty,

his mighty hand, his .

outstretched arm...BU! it was' your own eyes
that saw all these great things the LORD/has
done...Fix these words of mine inwyour hearts
and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands
and bind them on your foreheads...Teach
them tg-‘_zw-._chﬂdren, talking about them
whencsﬁﬁ sit ;qf home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when
youget up” (Deuteronomy 11:1,2,7,18 & 19).
This passage has had a clearer meaning to me

asread this book by Piper. It's a tall order, no

"doubt. Yet, its beauty and practicality enable

us to seeshow obeying this instruction entails

d@élﬁﬁng God'swords and works to others.

Our story with God started way before we
accepted Christ in our lives. God's gracious
and mighty works in the time of Moses, Joseph,
Elijah, the disciples and Paul and thrﬁughou?_
history are ours to freasure aﬁd':?é;r'ﬁ‘émbér.
Just as God commanded Moses and his
contemporaries to remerhber what God has
done for them, God similarly wants us to not
forget His works and words as recorded in the :
Bible. Itis God's wise design that our Christian &
lives are not oniy permanently connected but '

also rooted in what was written in the

Scriptures. We are no doubt successors of the
Biblical fathers.

Amazingly, God's work cogﬁﬁl’)es on, even in

our individual lives. Wpen we put our faith in - :
_ B e
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God's Word, are to be ftreasured and
remembered, keptin ourhearts. Whenwe do,
as Piper puts it, “God's Word (is) as available
and as visible asif it were hanging between our
eyes... and asifit were tied on our hand so that
all our acts are directed and shaped by His

Word."

Of similar importance is passing on to others,
particularly the next generations, what God

has taught and shown us. He has

The Bible has guided Chnshons even fram the
Biblical times on how: w inform oj;hﬁdbbuf our
faith. Cergmonies cmﬁ cr—;;(ebroﬂons are done
to remember whc#’ ng has done to His
pgople
@nnually celebrcrré @hrrs‘rmos Lent and Easter,
ngnksg?vlng blrihdoys weddings and

rals. Events suc‘n as these are unlike our

This 1rp1h @I applies to us as we

Oi@ncry days in order to make us stop and

c@qﬁe the srgmfrcunce of the occasion. Thatis

wwhy thow we observe these events and who

commanded us to teach His Word to our f-‘--,glve hlghhgh‘r c:re no frivial matters, simply

children not just once or twice, but repea'reéigg,__-
Thus, He spoke of imparting His teachings as we
do activities such as sitting, walking and laying
down, things that are seemingly mundane yet

are the actions we do ever so repeatedly.

When we incorporate such significant lessons £

to those regular activities, we would see and

remember our Lord even in the mos.t‘_.’ﬁa’ti_ﬁne
task of ourlives. \ _,
According to Piper, “Tradition is the handing
down of information, beliefs, worldview from
one genegation to:another by word of mouth
and by régulor repetition of example, of
ceremony and of celebration.” We
remarkably learn and teach about God
fﬁrough the most basic tasks that every
Christian should do, reading the Bible and
' 'bruying. These are traditions that we pass on
to others, teaching them how they can relate
to God through personal devotions, personal
prayers, family mealtime prayers and even

through worshipping together on the Lord's

~ day. These “everyday"” traditions enable us

and our children-te understand God more

clearly and give Hig'His most deserving praise.

oc uée these vy:ll help others value who God
" idhow He wprks

Ni_‘afél‘Piper wrote her desire for her childrenin a

pﬂem and my heart whispers the same

aspiration:
_dhave alwayswanted my children
to know as much about God o~
as they were able to grasp at wlﬁofe:yer
age they were. o’
And|have wanted my life and our family
to be apicture of God to others—
that we be the body of Christ
Who presents animage of Christ
to rﬁ;é‘__peéaple grpund us.

wntin Thus, |
plead for God's gr&ce fo j":_:.o ower me and my
family to perform the resp&jsibilify He has
given us; that we will make q_od our utmost
delight, so that we may be able to hqhor and
praise Him. “May the cerer,‘hon_iﬁé of our
homes be true ceremony - from Hirég‘beccuse
of Him, pointing toward Him, hongrmg Him,

and thanking Him. Amen.”
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Before coming over to Cebu, | had absolutely no
idea of what Cebu Gospel Church was like.
Naturally, | was very amazed when | heard that
Cebu Gospel Church has a 94-year history. To my
knowledge, that is longer than most of the
churches that minister to Chinese communities. |
thank God because in His grace, He has given this
church such arich heritage. As | reflect upon the
long-standing history of the church, |lknow that no
one who has grown to love the church would
certainly want the church to end at 95 years. We

all want our churches to remain faithful p

growing until the day of Christ. For this reas

~would like to encourage all of us«'f;ﬁ cultivate

godly traditions. v
: \ x
As|speak about tradition, I realize that some of us
may have " -Qegotive impressions concerning
traditions in d\ Christian community. We may
perhaps fear ths:t our church willend up like other

churches that'put too much value on tradition

--gnd—'gi\’r‘ihHg it the place of authority that is

appropriate only for the Word of God. We do not
wish to fallinto that kind of error. At the same time,
as we observe our ever-changing world, we see
that, nowadays, people are doing away with
their traditions because they have perceived

traditions as aelifmitatio "**\'. wWe would
rather follow.-fremeithon Tgdilion because
everyohe wantswg, DSWRM- e Widinot olc-

fashioned! several

above F
have dpprenen:
fraditions.

However, if we are to have a fair treatment of T

matter, we realize that traditions do not have to
be against our Christian faith. In fact, on some & |
occasions, Paulwould tellbelievers tokeep to the &

traditions they received from him and from other
apostles.® Furthermore, when God told the
Israelites before that they should teach His words
to their children,* God was actually making His
words the tradition that the Israelites should keep.
Therefore, we do not have to be fearful of
keeping traditions. This does not mean though,
that we simply accept all kinds of traditions. We
have to discern whether a certain tradition lea
us closer to or farther from God. Therefore,
needto cultivate only godly fraditions.

Before about godly traditions,
first co nagreement as to the definiti
the wor ition'. A book by Noél Pipe

pretty éod and comprehensive definiti
wrote: ]

“Tradition is the handing down of information,
beliefs, worldview from one generation] to
another by word of mouth and by regular

¥

zhing of

repetition of example, of ceremony, and
celebration."

One example of a tradition is#s
language. | observed that several ki urch
still speak in Chinese, perhaps nof@smany kids as
you want, but for someonefrém Manila, that is
dlready a lot. Now, whef we teach the kids to
speak in Chinese#€ are not merely teaching
them the langdage, we are in fact teaching
therr at” the Chinese language and the
Chinesé culture is important to us. At the same
tipme, we hope that they too will learn to value
hat we value. This is how tradition works. Now
what makes a tradition godly?

Godly tradition then would simply be the passing
of God's word (godly information), and
istian-feith {beliakangyvorldview). This sounds
ple enough but there is one area of
plication. Although it may be easy for us to
God's word, either through a literal giving
Bible or through reading, preaching and

-14-

Go._cpe[ Light




teaching God's word, it is impossible for _
on Christian faith. This is because fait 'is'not'-
Tcngrble object. It is not like our grondmothei’s

ggeme at we
FQith is a

that we can give. However, we cd -aﬂeast
them “know
em to believe in His name.”* -

Since we hope to help our kids know jand
understand God, the first godly tradition that we
must have is the study of God's Word. The Bible is
God's gift to us. Itiswhat God has given us{tt") tellus

about who He is and what He has done. Young

kids may not be able toread yet and so' e hg
to read God's Word to them. However, even

adults who know how to read God's word may

not necessarily know how to interpret what they
have read. This is truly a concern especially for

teens or adults who did not grow upina Ch?shon
home, school or church. /

There are two ways to address this gi?imote
concern. The first way is to enroll 1h}ée0ple in
classes taught by our pastors or teachers
concerning the interpretation of God's Word -
hermeneutics. However, not many people like
the idea of being in a classroom setting. Thisis why
the second method is perhaps more desirable.
This method involves a believer, whether parent
or friend, who will take time to study God's Word
together with each child, teen or adult. Some call
this a mentoring or discipleship approach.
Ultimately, what we try to do here is to help
people understand the Word of God by showing
them how to understand it themselves. Within the
family, the father can lead the rest of the family in
a time of family devotions. Not only do such times
teach the kids to understand Scripture, they also
show to the kids that God's Word is important for

' Matthew 15:3, 6; Mark 7:8, 9, 13, ESV.

? Colossians 2:8, ESV.

*1 Corinthians 11:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:15; 3:6, ESV.
‘ Deuteronomy 11:19, ESV.

A second e
. .-;c o

"knlow that p
people fig€

d understand God in WGys fo By

1 r"ecli)?hc‘:t it isimpossible to

theirfives.

{

ji@mt*Tradition thdMjgmilies should
A dition of prayer, hough we
er is simply talking tgés d,
raying difficult. Havingea i
prayerfogether glve : '

J ueshons s
erning prayer. a habit helps
usiiB keep onq% 7 'fwe enot in the
eps the God-
onship. Most
he I|m|tcmon of

our influence on i

4 becguse

Seople to faithsot us.

f

- “has given us insight, wisdom and
discernment as to how we will raise our families
and what activities we will have for family time.
May we all learn to depend on God to help us
cultivate godly traditions. Maywe all learn to be
intentional in passing on our faith. We need to
plan these things with the wisdom that God has
givenus.

Although much of what | have written applies
more to parents, grandparents, and even uncles
and aunts, 'passing on our faith' is a responsibility
we dall share, even if we are single. As single
people, our 'kids' could be our peers, our
classmates, our colleagues, and even brothers
and sisters in Christ who have just come to faith.
Not everyone has had the privilege of growing up
in a Christianhome, a Christian school, a Christian
church. But when these people become part of
God's family, they have as much aright aswe do
to the traditionsthatwehavein the family of God.

* Noél Piper, Treasuring God in Our Traditions, (llinois: Crossway, 2003), 26.
° Noél Piper, Treasuring God in Our Traditions, (lllinois: Crossway, 2003), 18.
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In this world, there are many things that replace
God in ourlives. Forinstead of choosing God, we
choose other things and place themin the center
of our lives. We call them counterfeit gods, as
they replace God from His rightful place. A more
common term would be idols.
things that occupy people's lives instead of God.
Sadly, many Christians also fall for this kind of
problem. Hopefully after reading this article, we
will know what an idol exactly is and how we can
ove

These are the

eny) auAep Jayloag | " SpOS a)lei 14 4

uchidols may bein
al, things, e

people crefite and worship.

of an ani

he definition.ef what @
iswHat takes

. But l want to
idol really is.
t of ourtime.
esin. Anidol
e or golem:; it could
It Gelid be
Is, e It gbuld Be
ghything jhat k of. & question i3
ow theylcan be gonsidered an id@l. kodlieve j

order to upderstapd that, we needffo g@back to
the earlier tiffeSwhen the early pegple p#
idolatry.

aere\”

U COk

In the earlier times, the Israelites sp8 ost of
their time worshipping ido ause of two
reasons. First, they do no stiin God. T
wanted something they can sée and to
They made idols of stones, brigks and
because they wanted to “see” he

worshipping. Secondly, they madg gods f
whom they can ask something fromilwhenever
they needed anything. If they wanidir8ig, they
will worship this “god” in the hope thaf%his * '-‘-u-‘

will provide themwith what they want.
God commanded us in Deuteronomy 5:7-8, “You

ud
gre

sTe

the earth beneath, or that is in the water under
the earth. You shall not bow down to them or
serve them; for | the LORD your God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children to the third and fourth generation of
those who hate me, but showing steadfast love
to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.”

Though the commandment was given around
4,000 years ago, | believe the commandment still
applies to us today and the future. This wrong
practice was handed down from generation to
generation. In our present generation, the idols
may have changeditsformbut people still trust in
them rather than putting their trust in God. One
of the most common idols is money. A lot of
people spend most of their time earning money,
even sacrificing their very time with family, friends
and the church. Idols control our lives today. It
ould also be ourwork aswe spend all of our time
Brking and not even worshipping God.

o at we know what an idol or a counterfeit
gedTs, what can we do aboutit? |believe thereis
ofilly one thing we could do and thatis, to believe
in the true God .... not in a counterfeit god but in
the one and only true God, the God of the
Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.
Only He and Him alone can save us from these so
>ds of our time. We can be saved only
throughithe blood of Jesus Christ and if we place
Jesus in @ur hearts, He will help us overcome the

- ]

idols thaficontrol our lives.

We mugfniaitorget that we are created for one
& to glorify God. And if there are things
at hinder us from doing that, then we should ask
God tfo help-ss.and bring us back to the right
path, thaf'is, to gldtify him with all our hearts, all
our minds, all oyr sodls and with all our strength.
God ve 19 bless us as we continue to
e Him.

reasg
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What do a seventy-seven and nineteen year ol camaradg
guys have in common? PASSION. What passic afterajok
would bring them togetherz A GO
FELLOWSHIP! That was precisely wha
happened last February 16, 2010 at Geby
Country Club. The Cebu Kian Kege M
Association (CKKAA), in celebration ofthe 62™
founding anniversary of her aima mater erly

only inggary

isa Q gamed ol tha joth t

Cebu Christian School, now P_hin'bpine Christia the old ___.' be playmGtes. On a i
Gospel School), held f'He FIRST GOLF stin Uy presented a @ift check of .
TOURNAMENT FELLOWSHIP/ amonggits alumni. \ Qusand Pesos (P20QK) to Mr. Ray
The tournament brought together ja total of 48 ﬁc @ss 1973, Presidenfiof the CCKAAYRg
golf enthusiasts. ‘ )'Vc ¢a Po Ljor :.9"_- (School Dirécte

\ /repre ting thé monay rgi§@@hduring this event
' y whe\n\mg_Ki'gp’ for the @sociation's fut e D . °ts.

Keenians started to arrive at the'golf course of the
Cebu Country Club. All 48 golfers, were divided Kudos fo all the organizérs headed by Mr. Justin
into 11 teams under 4 categories: Class A, Class B, Uy (Class 1975) as chaifperson; Engr. Emmanuel
Class Cand Class D. Ong 1978) ds vice-chairperson;

Secretaries SMr. Amel Go (Class 1972) and Engr.
/" sidney Po (Clesss 1977):8
Yap Jr. (Clas ”

It was an extremely hot

A dinner at the Molave Hall of the Country ClI

[reasurers — Mr. Gabriel
followed the tournament. It was ably hosted by ~ SR :
Mr. Gabriel Yap (Class 1989) and Ms. Natasha
Cang (Class 1991). Foods prepared by the club
and raffle prizes donated by 18 alumni were “EBmimanuel BR®
plentiful.  There was more than enough for

everyone. But it was the Kian Keenian spirit of

st CEBU KIAN KEE
ALUMNIASSOCIATION
GO EEEL e
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Give thanks w\;’m\c‘%rofefu! heart,

give thanks to the'Hply One ...
e

We 'rhchmr Heavenly Fatherfor

allthethingsthatHe had done to
usandforus.

Do you know that we have so
many things to be thankful of to
our God that at times we don't
even know where to starte

November 26, 2009 — It has been
our church's tradition to
celebrate Thanksgiving Day.

A celebration to remind
ourselves how God has been
watching over us through thick
and thin. People come & people
go but we still thank God who
continues to watch over us and
guide us. A reminder of God'’s
FAITHFULNESS to our lives, His
GRACE given to us even though
we don't deserve it, a LOVE

A éf’éQ;I\AL TrANKsGIvING  SERVICE

shown to us even though weésgre "thank you" to? Is it that hard to

so stubborn and HI
RIGHTEOUSNESS that we are
made right through His Son.

Because of what He has
bestowed upon us, the different
fellowshipsrendered their diverse
talents. There were singing,
dancing, acting, and testimonies
offered to God. From the oldest
member to the youngest
member, allof them offered their
thanksgiving and gratefulness to
our God the best ways they can
through their talents &
testimonies.

Sometimes, saying “thank you" is
not easy especially when we are
going through difficult times and
challenges.

How often do you say “thank
you" to the people around you?
Do you choose whom to say

say thank you?

By: Tommy Walker.

I have a Maker
He formed my heart
Before even time began
My life was in his hands

I have a Father
He calls me His own
He'll never leave me

No matter where | go

He knows my name
He knows my every thought
He sees each tear that falls
And He hears me when | call

Are we thankful and grateful
enough to have a God and
Father like Hime May we never
stop thanking Him for all He has
done forus.

DIAPTISMAL

celebrated Thanksgiving Sunday

o Al

November 29, 2009 — the church heart and w

Ong. Sharleen
Dianne Ong and
Denzel Matthews Po.
They faithfully
. committed their lives
'to God as new
citizens of His
kingdom.

AlsolastDecember 1,
2009, Sister Au Chay
Hong gccepted

otizéd.

seeing people

Jesus Christ into her m

with five candidates for baptism What a greatjoy
namely: Queenilyn Jane Ang; conzing to our Lord Jesus Christ!
Arthur Louie Ong, Dominic Daniel Let us @Iude them in our prayers

that the Holy Spirit will continue to
empower them as they serve
God and others. May they be
reminded of God's grace

through Jesus Christ.
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“Go, tell it on the mountain, over
the hillsand everywhere ..."

The title of the album from where
the choir sang was “Pure Light”.
Indeed, the reason for this
celebration is Jesus, who is the
pure light. As John 8:12 quotes, “I
am the light of the world,
whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness but will have the
light of life."”

People today celebrate

Christmas for many reasons and

sadly, most of them are for the
wrong reasons. The reason for this
season will always be Jesus Christ
period, not santa claus, gifts,
feasts, Christmas tree and efc ...
but the birth of our Savior Jesus
Christ.

People may argue about the
exact time when Jesus was born
but this is not really important.
What matters most is knowing
why we are celebrating
Christmas. The birth of Jesus Christ
is the firshimportant part of the

gospel.

As we celebrate Christmas, may
we be reminded of the true
reason why we rejoice and honor
thisseason.

“He rules the world with truth and
grace, And makes the nations
prove; The glories of His
righteousness, And wonders of
Hislove, And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His
love.”

NDUCTION OF JNew Deacoys A]\ID"?: J)EACONESSES

e start our lives with Christ, we

now it means serving Him
wholt heartedly. It's a package
deal. e

e

Serving God fmmﬁr

busy. | can’t bo because of this
and that.¥ Seme may use the
“Hey, I'mystill @ sinner.” excuse fo
get out from it. Sadly, this excuse
is often'used to avoid serving the
Lord. / ¢

willingly are Christia ‘“"i J |

responsibilities and commitments
that many of us are avoiding. It's
quite heartbreaking to see many
Christians not serving God
knowing that it is what they
should do.

Servin hrist can be one of the
mdst fulfilling experiences.
Trpugh fhep @:ghi be ups and
downs, it isialwe S His sufficient
groce that imakes y.s strong and
Fontented,

-‘ﬂ
'A

Some Christians today can take {To God beg‘the Glor\/r’eﬂ‘lree first

some time out from their busy:time elqicted d
schedule and enjoy breaks but! deaconesses were indu
when it comes to God , all fhey’ the church® council:

can say is, "l have no time, I'm.

wcon/
dinto
Deacon
Anfhony Lim, Deoconesses Q&elen

Go andNancy Ong.

€ yno- Deieatroy

v 1

| %
-

“Jesus loves the little children, all
the children of the world; red,
brown, yellow, black and white,
they are precious in His sight,
Jesus loves the little children of
the world.”

6] -
afd Emmanuel Edrgiin.
. %

"\ disciples rebuked them. But
“Swhen Jesus saw it, he was

5 "'-'.
Mo“‘%_the parents of thése children Qndlgnon'r and said to them, "Let

confiive fo nurture 1hu,[n and
guide fhgm in the path that God
wants thém to be. May they grew

in the kno ge and wisdom of
Last February 7, 2010, seven lithe God's words d serve in His
angels were dedicated to our kingdom.
Lord. They were Chris Ry U, e 8

obin Alec Ho, Elizab
uanzon King, Kenzi

Joanne
Rhys Li

Ri crd Lim, Nath@niel F?;hgTu

rk 10:13-16, * And they were
_bringing children to him that he

might touch them, and ,tbe
o

ne children come to me; do not
nder them, for to such belongs

thekingdom of God. Truly, Isay to
you, whoever does not receive’

the kingdom of God like a child
shall'not enter it." And he took
them in his arms and blessed
Them;l%ng his hands on them."

'sySiySiy yoanyy.
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GospeltChurch all through the
years, P}Qise God for all the
blessings He had given to us for
the past years,

The church celebrated its 94th
year in{PCGS gymnasium by
inviting the Chancel Repertoire
for an evangelistic play entitled,
“No Greater Love" last March 6,
2010. Praise God for the success

of the play. Dr. Joseph Shao

94 Qeors has passed and @ =
conti?\ges to watch over Cebu

No church is perfe
as members of Célg
Gospel Church, our role
is to help the church becd ne
more loving, warm, building.

brother, 'Let me take the speck
out of your eye,' when there is

each otherup and most of all, be\l‘g\g in your own eye?

a refuge for those who are in
need. May we be the cures and
not the cause of our church's
problem:s.

It is always easy to judge others
but hard to rebuke ourselves. As
the Bible saysin Matt. 7:3-5, “"Why
do you see the speck that is in
your brother's eye, but do not
notice the log that is in your own
eye? Or how can you say to your

hypocrite, first take the log out
your-own eye, and then you will
see clearly to take the speck out
of yourbrother's eye."

May our good Lord continue to
show mercy, love and sufficient
grace to our church as we are
approaching our centennial
year. And may we be reminded
to give backto God all the glory
thatis due Him. Soli Deo Gloria!

BACCALAUREATE éawxce

Many high school students who
graduated from Christian schools
will soon forget the values that
were taught to theminschool.

Nearly 90 students from PCGS
graduated high school and
around 60 students graduated
from Grade 6last March 21, 2010.

To all the high school students: As

you go into the new stage of your
lives, may you cling to whatever
good values you've learned and
been taught and try to preserve
your dignity for as long as you
can.

There will be so many
temptations and challenges
ahead. Choose your friends
wisely for we can not undermine

their influences. Whenever
possible, show them why you are
different beingthe child of God.

As for the graders who are going
to high school: Ihope that as you
step in to the next level, may you
become more responsible and
thatyour action will bring glory to
God.

One of the greatest and
unsurpassed events in Christianity
was the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christwho fathomeddeath.

He is the Savior who obeyed His
Father's will in spite of the pain He
went through to fulfill God's plan —
redemption.

No other "god" had done this for

his people, i.e., died on the cross
because of our sins so that we
might be saved from eternal
damnation.

He is the High Priest who
understands our hearts whether in
times of happiness or sorrow. A
loving, merciful and just God who is
always and willbe there forus.

Praise God fof the 6 candidates
who gave theirlivesto the Lord and
were baptized last April 4, 2010.
They. are?' November Shine Ang,
Nicole By, Victoria Belle Ong, Mary
Diane o, “Jaded Michael U.

Presbitero and Melody Hope L. Yu.

May their parents continue to
guide them in a godly path and
may we as a church be a model in
their lives that they may follow our
footsteps. Let usinclude them in our
prayers that God will use them for
His purpose in His kingdom.
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Are you God's soldierg A warrior?
Or maybe a defender2 The
Sunday school held its Daily
Vacation Bible School last April
12-16, 2010 with sixty children
who attended.

It's was a great time for the
children to know and learn more
about the armor of God because
of what our world is today. This
doesnt apply fo the children
3 - only but
also to the
adults. We

need God's armor to fight
temptations, face challenges
and stand firm for God.

The armor of God helps us stand
against the plot of Satan. If we
are well versed with the Bible and
have immersed ourselves to the
Word of God, we can guard and
preserve our minds and hearts
fromSatan’s schemes.

May our Loving Father touch the
hearts*of the children and lead
them to Him. May these children

continue to grow and be thirsty
for the God'sword.

SPECIAL JR0INTS OF |NTEREST

¢ The CYF highchool & college
gave an “Appreciation Night
for the Janitors & Guard” last
November 13, 2009

¢ Sunday School Department
celebrated their Christmas
Party at Wetland Resort
together with their family.

¢ Congregational Sunday
January 31,2010

¢ PCGS Sunday February 14,
2010

EBD T o EﬁrmT-LEss sy

Last April 5-9 , 2010 forty-eight

rough‘r to Usibecause we know

delegates from our church théworldcanhote us forit. Some
attended the CBDTI youth camp Ghristians bgcome very choosy,
heldinBacolod.Thetheme ofthe they wanf to Ilsten to fun,
camp was “Christ-less enferfolrﬁng feel good,
Christianity". prospemy messoges which we
“know may be decelvm&,
The youth got the chance to! 5
watch the video of Paul Washer, The Bible clq::rly stated, é,or the
"a shocking message to the timeis commp when people will
youth”. Paul Washer talked not endure saund teaching, but
about how Christians today walk | having ears thay willaccumulate
their lives as if they don't.know for themselves teachers to ‘suit
Christ at all. He also called the theirownpassions.”
attention that preachers today. 3 ""

don't give much importance in Ataumber of pastors, today c:llow:;-

their preaching. Allthey do isjust their congregation to
talk about prosperity and feel- comﬁromise to other teachings
good messages for the sake of and anTrines for the soke of
being liked by his congregation.

reasons.

Sad but true as many of us today -

live our lives with many Postorsshouldremgmber

compromises so that they that doing God's Weik

may applaud us, ma ‘Tove us, m,ght result to the world
@cln favor from them and eftc... hating us for the Bible
M,e sometimes despls?ﬁ rhe‘ says we are not of this
| Christian values that were bging woc?d

getting their approval or for 6ther

The accountability and
responsibility God gave us are
very important. As Paul wrote to
the Galatian church and warned
them that whoever preaches
different from the gospel shall be
accursed and so are those who
listens and accepts it. Meaning,
in preaching the wrong gospel,
we are putting the soul of that
person at stake and ours as well.

Praise God for _fhe four delegates
who are wiling to be used by
God forfulltime ministry.

Are you ready to be hated by the

orld because of the TRUTH?
ﬁpy we live our lives with Christ in
it @nd not Christ-less.
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Though days went by so fast in this camp, |
learned a lot - especially on being a good
Christian and a good example to others. I've
learned that being a Christian is a big role to take
on in this world. The Lord blessed me with new
friends from other places as well. Now thatl am a
teenager, I've learned to be proud of being a
Christian, even if some of my friends don't. | just
thank God for sending me here... it really was a
great opportunity to be a part of this camp! Now
I'm going home armed with the values and
lessons learned on how to be a good child of
God!

by Joelia Marie C. Lee Yu

When classes ended last March, 2010, | was so
excited for summer to start.

Summer means more time on the computer and
going out with my friends. But somehow, | paused
and thought for a while. | knew something was
missing and that my summer wouldnt be
complete without it. That thought led me to join
CBDTI, so | and my brother did not hesitate to sign
up for the camp. Even though we were quite late,
it was a good thing that we were sfill allowed to
join. Joining this camp was really new to me
because it would be my first time tobeina camp
but somehow spending five days here really
changed me a lot. I've learned that my life was
nothing without God and that living a life by
obeying God's will needs a lot of sacrifice and
pain.Forme, a great sacrifice comeswith a great
reward. | have surely met a lot of good friends
and learned how to be confident at all times; but
as we all know, with every beginning there's an
end.

Now that CBDTI has ended, I really thank God for
sending me to the camp to hear His Word so that
when | get back to Cebu, | may share it with other
people. | also thank God for letting me meet all
the wonderful people from different churches.
Though we've spent only a short time together,
they have become a part of my life in such simple
ways. |hope lhave become a part of theirlives as
well. We have to remember to put God first and
everything else will turn out right. Just have faithin
Him. Let us not live a Christian life only by words,
butlet us live it through actions as well.

by Jesphine Villa
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A Chinese saying goes like this, “There is no boundary
to learning”. Taking into the mind of things going on
around us is knowledge. As long as a person has an
open heart to learning, he/she can achieve a lot of
unexpected knowledge and amazingideas!

The "Mandarin Summer Camp” of our church came
out successful with the support of many brothers and
sisters, motivation of interested parents, also with the
help of Brother Ching See Ling, who pointed to us the
path toinvite two young Teacher Chang and Teacher
Chiang from Taiwan. With their vivid expertise and
carefully designed learning programs that were
candidly presented, they were able to attract the
interest of our younger learners. Nursery rhymes and
songs in Mandarin like “The Splashing Fun", “Three-
wheels' Ride" and "The Little Donkey" were soon
spread all over the campus. Our hearts leap with joy
as these songs are so pure and refreshing and we
were hooked.

By the classroom alleys were groups of young boys
and girls playing their Chinese Yo-yo. See how they
tossed and caught them back smartly and how they
changed their techniques every now and then. You
would simply be amazed! Likewise, our hearts
travelled far and our emotions touched when the high
school students recited loudly the ancient work of
famous poets. “Let's look at the beauty of the moon
andremember each other from faraway places”.

Current issues were taken up in the adult classes, like
“Earth Day”, “*Automated Elections of the Philippines”
and others. Short write-ups accompanied by multi-
media presentations initiated us to speak and express
our own ideas and thoughts in Mandarin. Would you
believe that during one session, they were
encouraged to write their own prayers and wishes in
Chinese onlanterns sentto heaven?

Learning to speak Mandarin and knowing ancient
Chinese culture well is not an easy job. During the
culminating activities of the Mandaue Gospel
Church's Mandarin Summer Camp, campers prayed
earnestly that they will continue to learn regardless of
age and that since there is nothing difficult for a
persevering person, may we walk side by side along
the path of learning and continue to hold each other
up. We thank our Lord for giving us this opportunity to
learn Mandarin.
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I will sing of the Lord's great love forever, with my
mouth | willmake your faithfulness known through

allgenerations.....Ps 89:1

Indeed, itis amazing how God works in wonderful
and mysterious ways just to show how much He

loves me.

This summer, | had the privilege to visit a little town
in Negros Occidental-Cabacungan. The name
may not sound so nice but amazingly, it has one

of the bestssites - the beautiful Canlaon Volcano.

1°, | never expected a couple planning to get
married would ask-m'e'fo‘be-éﬁé'éﬂhﬁ ersponsors

Amazingly. my nome was ifiere almng with the

thirtysome pairs of P!iﬁcw sponsors for tlwe - 45

Indian-Fiipina wedding set m-..'_; ':_'_.]24.{2010

2™ Ihaven't met the groom wmcua feiéﬁéé'he

must be a good manfor he qumorrymg‘a QOle

woman from a family oi pcs’rors To my
amazement, he sure is. Bornin a Christian Indian
home, his passion for the Lord Jesus was so

evident. We also enjoyed our conversations

was picturesque.

especially about food, as he is a chef from Dubai.

37 | never thought | could make it to Negros,
having to take the é-hour trip of open air bus and
ferry rides. Amazingly, our good God did sustain
me. The bus was not so full that it provided me
space tomove about when the sun became too
hot on my side. He prepared the same

circumstance on ourwaybackhere to Cebu.

4", as we were approaching Cabacungan, |
noticed a beautiful site — the Canlaon Volcano.
As | couldn't seem to get a good angle of it, my

fnend said, "Just wci’r cnd see".

: m)pped cnd@ome dgr)frcgnthe bus. Wow, it _
so a #hﬁ full v«ew of the

&y o i

-
d

5", there was such a vlcrm welcome ond 'rhe

aura of Chns’rs love fllled the air. As | go'r more

'acquomteé with the owner couple, it never -

stopped to amaze me how much they reclly
loved the Lord - they built Beulah Land to

encourage pastors, missionaries and Christian

anculy we ¥




workers by providing them a quiet place for

physicalrest and spiritual refreshment.

6", it's amazing how God provided a free van for
us to go to Bacolod. Otherwise, we could not --
for my sake — because it was too dusty due to
road construction and the public transportations

were all open-air.

7™, though | brought with me a tab of vitamins, |
couldn't find it, so | had to buy again. However, |
found it just before | talkked to a pastor's wife who
really needed them. | was glad | had something
to help her with. Guess it was really meant for her.

Isn't God amazing?

8™ during the wedding, it was quite hot and my
face wasreally so flushed. | wished | couldsitin
front of a fcn_: Amazingly, God arranged the

“principal sponsorsin sOch away that my seatwas

“ranthen, ae-spri e, end. WS fightungien.oa

electricfan.

9", | was supposed to come home on the 26". E

Even if | wanted to stay, | couldn't since the place

was fully booked. The night before, there was a

phone call informing us that three people could-

not make it including the one who w_os'going'-to

~ stay in my room. So | was able to stay four more

days - and when | checked my pillbox, it had
enough medicines for four more days. Isn't it

amazing how God fulfills our desire2

10", on the day | stayed behind, it rained. It was
also the first day of the kids' camp - something |
wanted to witness also. | was able to go visit the
camp back and forth. Someone even
exclaimed "The Lord madeitrain so it wouldn'tbe
hot foryouwhenyou come to visit us." Amazing,

isn'tite

All these may seem trivial but when you look
closely, so much of God's love, mercy, grace,
faithfulness, sovereignty, providence were
displayed. It justamazes me how a God so great
and mighty could be so mindful of a mere human

beingsuch asme.

My friends, if He could do all that, how much

 shouldwegivebacktoHim? Butwhat couldwe

give that He has not givéh us orwﬁqf;ﬂo-vgehpve

thatis not ofreddy_ Hise Blessed asweall are, let us
 give Him the glory and praise that is due Him. Be
mindful to offer your whole being to Him - He

deserves our bestand ourall.

...| will praise your name for Your love and Your
faithfulness...Ps 138:2
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| have recently been the recipient of the
adventure of alifetime. It was so improbable that
had someone described to me six months ago
the experience that | would end up being a part
of, | would have laughed and thought that |
would have a better chance of winning the

lottery than that happening.

Butitdid.

| have been given the opportunity to travel, and
visit almost ninety percent of our country,
campaigning by the side of a great man, who
would ultimately become the 15" President of our

country, Benigno *Noynoy" Aquino lll.

| would have never thought that would be
possible especially given the fact that | did not
even know him or any of his family, nor was | a
member of his political party or involved in

politics.

The adventure has given me rich experiences
from riding different kinds of helicopters to all sorts
of planes as well as to experience the different
ways of life of many of our countrymen. It has also
allowed me the chance firsthand to see how
fortunate and blessed many of us are, and of how

muchwe can actually do to help if we choose to.

I was surprised when | found out | was quoted in
Time Magazine and the Philippine Daily Inquirer. |
have had the pleasure of meeting hundreds of
interesting people as well as some very famous as
well as controversial ones. It really has been a

journey beyond description forme.

| have always said to myself , “God gives us
opportunities that may be suited for our talents
but the circumstances that allow these to occur
can only be explained by God.” And | have
constantly experienced this, and along the way, |
have always relied on one thing, “Trust in God".
“Everything is possible for him who believes.”
Mark 9:23

| have often been asked, as to how | ended up
doing what | was doing. | really have no clear
answer. | was asked to volunteer in Cebu, to
which | tried to do my best and with a passion. As
things got tougherin the campaign, Iwas asked if
I was willing to also volunteer in Manila. | said Yes,
and began shuttling back and forth. From there it
just happened very quickly, and the next thing |
knew, | was assigned to be a member of the close

incampaign team of the Senator.

Irealized thatl had committed with'a passion and
belief thatthe Senator would be thebest man to
lead our Country. Irelied on my.Faith that this was
part of God's plan. Even when it was not very
clear to many people, | and many others had
already believed the Senator was part of this

plan.

One of the things that struck me about Noynoy
was his deep humility, integrity, as well as strong
faith in the will of God. The decision to take up the
challenge and run only came about from
constant prayer as well as a religious retreat. |
have seen for myself many occasions wherein he
would pray and commit many of his actions and

decisions in the campaign. "Commit to the Lord
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whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.”
(Proverbs 16:3)”

God readlly has unique plans for each and
everyone of us. We have to open our minds to it.
Nothing is impossible with him. A -man who was
devoid of ambition to become leader of our
Country is now awaiting proclamation to do so. A
Year before, had he been told that he was to be
the next President, it would have been as
improbable as winning the lottery. Similarly, had |
been told that what | had experienced was to
happen, | too would have ended up with the

same conclusion.

Ihave a favorite verse that has always stuck in my
mind and heart, “I know the plans | have for you,
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
(Jeremiah 29:11)

His verse has always comforted me in everything
that | do. It has given me the confidence in
making decisions as well as the strength to pursue
certain actions. It has allowed me to accept the

situations and deal with it asit comes along.

I have had a wonderful journey, one that is now
causing me to think about what lies in store for
me. | have been blessed with rich experience
and been given a unique responsibility to share
andinspire others, info once again, believing and
working together to help our country become
better.

God is all knowing and all loving. He has unique
plans for each and everyone of us. | have added
one more verse to my favorite. “Trust in the Lord
with all your heart; and don't lean on your own
understanding. In all things acknowledge him,

and he shall direct yourway. [Proverbs 3:5, 6]"
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