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May - October 2010 

COMPILED BY PTR. ROSALINE LIM 

You are God·s Masterpiece !Junior Camp ·101 

God cr-eated each and ever-yone 
of us differ-ently and uniquely 
and we should thank God for- it 
b e c a u s e  w e  a r- e  H i s  
wor-kmanship. fear-fully and 
wonder-fully made. 

'-.... 

.... WE ARE GOD'S WORKMANSHiP .. ." 

as living sacr-iflces. holy and 
pleasing to God.· The Gospel and 
war-shipping God wer-e also 
imparted to them. 
We pr-aise and thank God for­
g i v i n g  t h e  ch i l d r-en  t h e  
opportunity to join this camp. We 

On the last night of the camp. we 
expr-essed our- gr-atitude to the 
par-ents by having a "Par-ents· 
Appr-eciation Night" wher-ein the 
childr-en showed and offer-ed 
their- talents and gifts to God. 
After- that. we had a family 
por-tfolio for- each kid and his 
family who was pr-esent that 
night. 
We ar-e happy and gr-ateful to 
those who pr-ayed for- the camp. 
supported the camp. and helped 
the camp to be successful. God 
bless you all. To God be the Glor-y! 

Last June 2-5. the CYF 
Elementar-y held a junior- camp 
her-e in the chur-ch. The theme 
was "You ar-e God's master-piece" 
and 28 childr-en attended the 
camp. This opportunity allowed 
the kids to mingle and inter-act 
with other- kids r-ather- than face 
the computer- or- other- gadgets all 
day long. 
Speaker-s wer-e invited to teach 
the childr-en how to take car-e of 
their- body. both physically and 
spir-itually . since it is the temple 
of the Holy Spir-it. Romans 12: 1 
mentions. · ... offer-ing our- bodies 

also thank the par-ents for- --.....-­

Child Dedication 

allowing thEOir- childr-en to sign up 
for- this camp and give them the 
chance to discover- their­
uniqueness as God's cr-eatur-es 
and appr-eciate the per-sons for­
who and what they ar-e. 

�OO®@rfe��tJ.ai 
Psalms 127:3. "Behold. childr-en 
ar-e a her-itage from the LORD. the 
fruit of the womb a r-ewar-d.· 

� Little Laur-a Dei Caska and 
Jer- isch Valenzue la  wer-e 
dedicated to the Lor-d last July 4 . 
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• ... FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE." 

2010. may their- par-ents br-ing 
them up in the ways of our- Lor-d 
Jesus Chr-ist. 
may these childr-en gr-ow 
beautifully in the Lor-d. 



C.hurch Theme: Serve C.hrist 12nd Quarter l 

On July 25. 2010. Pastor- Jay 
Banzuelo spoke about our- chur-ch's 
second quarter- theme. ·ser-ve Chr-ist". 
He encour-aged and r-eminded us that 
ever-y Chr-istian is called to ser-ve 
Chr-ist. 
Given the opportunity to set'Ve Chr-ist is 
an honor- and a pr-ivilege that·s been 
given to us. In some other- counkies 
that have been over--power-ed by other­
be\iefs. the Chhstians ky to hide or­
\imit their- set'Vice to avoid being 
caught.  per-secuted and even 
executed. 
We. who ar-e living in this place. ar-e 
given the opportunity and freedom to 

I Senior Citizen 

Last August 6. 2010. the member-ship 
Committee held a Senior- Citizen's 
Outing in Guba. Talamban. Arnund 40-
50 senior- chur-ch member-s joined 
this activity. 
After- Rev. Un Hock Wee shar-ed a short 

ser-ve Chr-ist in any way and ever-y way 
we can. But sad to say, we take this 
chance for- gr-anted and don't use it to 
ser-ve Him. many of us still have not 
r-ea\ized what ser-ving Chr-ist r-eally is. 
If we did. either- wejust r-eally didn't 

EiTHER WE SERVE CHRiST OR SERVE S9T9N ... 

message. our- senior-s played some 
games. They r-eally had a gr-eat time 
ther-e. from the message to the games 
and of cour-se. the lunch! 
may our- senior- member-s continue to 
live godly lives so that the young ones 

want to set'Ve. or- wer-e afraid to ser-ve. 
Pastor- Jay gave each attendee of the 
seminar- a questionnair-e to discover­
the gifts that God has bestowed upon 
him that he may use them to ser-ve 
Him for- His kingdom and glor-y. We ar-e 
God's wor-kmanship and it is our- duty 
as Chr-istians to set'Ve Him and glor-ify 
Him for- what He has done for- us. 
may we not waste the talents and gifts 
that we have. God can take them away 
from us and give them to those who 
want to set'Ve Him. Let's not waste that 
oppor-tunity, may we have that desir-e to 
r-eceive from God the pr-aise. "Well 
done. my good and faithful ser-vant". 

may follow their- footsteps and give 
glor-y to our- Father- in heaven. may God 
continue to give them wisdom and 
discernment and continue to be a 
blessing to other-s. 

THE GLORY OF YOUNG MEN iS THEiR STRENGTH. BUT THE SPLENDOR OF OLD MEN iS THEiR GRAY HAiR. PROVERBS 20:28 
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I \tuth Sunday 

The church celebl'"ated "Youth Sunday" 
last August 29. 2010. Out'" speakel'". Rev. 
Danny Reyes. exhol'"ted the youth to 
l'"emembel'" theil'" Ct'"eatol'" while they 
al'"e still young. They will need to face 
lots of temptations. tl'"ials and 
c h a l l e n g e s  e VHy d a y . T h e  
enVil'"onment has changed a lot and to 
be a youth in this genel'"ation is not 
easy. So many things can take away 
theil'" focus from the Chl'"istian life (i.e. 
too much exka cul'"l'"iculal'" activities. 
too much time spent in malls ol'" 

Mission Week 

"To love the Lol'"d out'" God is the 
heartbeat of out'" mission. the spl'"ing 
from which out'" set'"Vice overflows: 
acrnss the skeet ol'" arnund the wodd. 
the mission's still the same: prnclaim 
and live the kuth in Jesus' namer -
mW. Smith 
Rev. Jay Hallowell was the main 
speakel'" of out'" mission week. Thel'"e 
wel'"e seven missional'"ies who came. 
Rev. Castillo taught about "The 

l�J� � lfl@ �fl! cy. 'g@ 
gadgets. but lessel'" time spent with 
God and his wol'"k.) 
Sadly. this is what is happening now 
and is taken fol'" gl'"anted by many 
young Chl'"istians. "Reasons" include: 
the chumh is bol'"ing. nothing to do. and 
othel'" so called "valid l'"easons· l'"athel'" 
than asking what they can do to help 
the chumh. It's l'"eally sad to see that 
aftel'" being baptized. some youths do 
not want to sel'"Ve God ol'" do not want to 
have any l'"esponsibility as Chl'"istians. 
A wol'"d of encoul'"agement to all 

Pl'"inciples of Chumh Planting and the 
Leadel'"ship Role of a Chumh Plante!'"·. 
Then Pasto!'" Recodo shal'"ed about 
"Emotionally Healthy Pasto!'" ol'" 
Chul'"ch ·. A grnup of people from ERUF 
came and taught basic fkst aid and 
life support to the missional'"ies. 
Rev. Hallowell taught and shal'"ed with 
us. ·rn the Wodd and Not of the Wodd 
Chl'"istian· and gave two nights of 
l'"eVival message. He also spoke at the 

GOSPEL LIGHT · ¥ ,;t 
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GiVE �LL OUR BEST TO THE M�STER ... 

youths: may you l'"emembel'" how God 
has blessed you and watched ovel'" 
you: and in l'"etum may you give to Him 
what is due to Him. Remembel'" Him in 
the days of you!'" youth - befol'"e it is too 
late. Set'"Vel while you can. 

youth fellowship on Fl'"iday night 
may We continue to pt'"ay fol'" OU!'" 
supported missional'"ies so God will 
use them to dl'"aw mol'"e people to Him. 
To God be the Glol'"yl 

..... " \,U \� MISSION EMPHA��SURWCEHEK ·.,� ... 
.1 . 

, H , ..... 



Theolo9ical Education by Extension ITEEI by: Rev. Philip Co 

The Christian Education Committee Bible studies and Bible Lessons. 
together with BSOP . held the many churches in manila also 
Theological Education by Extension encouraged their church leaders. 
(TEEJ and Inductive Bible study with Sunday school teachers or those who 
Rev Philip Co as the instructor. This are interested to lead Bible studies to 
course teaches the induct ive take this course because i t  teaches 
a p p r o a c h o f  o b s e r v a t i o n .  them the proper way to interpret the 
interpretation and application in Bible and not just rely on their own 
studying the Bible. This helps us have understanding or knowledge. 
a good foundation as we prepare for Some young peoplejoined this course 

I 

as well as Sunday school teachers. 
fellowship officers and counselors. 
Let us sincerely learn together. have 
an open mind. a humble and teachable 
heart as we study the word of God 
diligently. 
may our Father continue to grant us 
such privilege so we can teach His 
word accurately and truthfully. 

"DO YOUR BEST TO PRESENT YOURSELF TO GOD llS ONE APPROVED. A WORKER WHO HllS NO NEED TO BE llSHAMED. RiGHTLY HANDliNG THE WORD OF TRUTH." 

·2 TiMOTllY 2: 15 {ESV) 

j _ Outreach at Sul'igao Gospel Church 

' Rev Un Hock Wee. together with the 

I 
Soul Searchers and the Youth Band. 
left for Surigao last October 21-24. 

1 2010. They conducted two evenings of 
evangelistic musicale in our daughter 
church. the Surigao Gospel Church. 
Songs were rendered by the Soul 

I 

� 

Searchers. a short play was 
presented by some of our youths. and 
of course. a message pointed them to 
Christ. our Redeemer. as the only way 
to be saved from sin. Participants 
were also encouraged to become the 
sa� and light for Christ in this dark 
world. 
We hoped and prayed that God would 
open the hearts of those who joined. 
that they would positively respond to 
God's call through the message. songs 
and the short play. Nothing is 
impossible with our God. 

J:.:!!A r A.1-.li.�� � -t" J -t111f J.i�3!�. �...f.t(.li.)-Z.. r �J11�1f J J.i� r �j]t 1f J . 
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SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 1:26-28 

INTRODUCTION 

What if God sends us a bill? Every month, we 

have to pay bills and these bills are the 

electric bill, water bill, telephone bills, 

gasoline bill, cell phone bill and etc. What if 

God decides to send us His bill? 

THE EARS: A piano has 88 keys, but 

our ear has a keyboard with 1500 keys. 

T H E  EY ES: T h e y  a r e  b o t h  

microscopic and telescopic. 

THE FEET: Do you know that each 

foot has 26 small bones and can carry a 

person weighing more than 300 pounds? 

THE HEAR T: It has the size of our fist 

but it beats roughly 4,300 times an hour. In a 

year, it beats around 40 million times. 

What if God would one day decide to send 

us a bill for what He has given us? Do you 

know how much it would cost? Can we 

estimate it? Perhaps, we cannot but one 

thing is for sure, it will be very costly. 

I. THE DIVINE PLAN 

" Then God said, 'Let us make man in our 

image, in our likeness, and let them rule over 

the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 

over livestock, over all the earth, and over all 

the creatures that move along the ground.,,, 

(Genesis 1:26) 

As we come to this verse, immediately we 

notice a difference in the wordings. In all the 

previous accounts of creation in Genesis 1, 

the Bible simply tells us, "And God 

said ... "and it was done. But this time, the 

text reads, "Let us make man .... " The words 

are of value and with purpose. God gave 

special importance to the creation of man 

and woman. He created them also in the 

image and likeness of God. What is the 

image and likeness of God? 

1. SPECIAL- We are number ONE, the best 

of the best. Of all the creatures God has 

created, we are the apple of His eye. 

How did God create the world? It was so 

simple and fast. God just used His Word. 

"Let there be sun ... ," and there was sun. "Let 

there be light .... ," and there was light. But 

when God created man, He got the dust of 

the ground and formed Adam and gave him 

life. As Psalm 139:13-14 states, "For you 

created my inmost being, you knit me 

together in my mother's womb. I praise you 

because I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made." God could have also just used His 

Word, but He did not because God wanted 

to show that we are special. He created us 

last so we could enjoy and appreciate what 

He had done. He also sent His Son to die for 

us on the cross and save us from our sins. 

God did not send his Son to die for angels or 

any other creatures but only for human 

beings. As King David praises God in Psalm 8, 
"What is man, that you are mindful of him, 

you made him a little lower than the 

heavenly beings, and crowned him with 

glory and honor. You made him ruler over 

the works of your hands; you put everything 

under his feet ... " 

GOSPEL LIGHT • � ;{. 
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2. ABLE TO KNOW GOD PERSONALLY- Of all the 

creatures on earth, only human beings can 

intimately know God. Inside each and every one of 

us, there is an emptiness, a feeling that something 

is lacking in our lives. This is because life is 

incomplete until we come to know the Creator and 

the Giver of life. Only the foolish ones say in their 

hearts that there is no God (Psalms 14:1). 

No other creature on earth can have fellowship 

with God. This personal knowledge of God is not 

present in the animals or the fish of the sea, nor the 

birds of the air. 

3. Not only are we special, we are also OF TRUE 

SIGNIFICANCE - In the eyes of God, we are valued 

differently from how the world looks at people. 

This is how the world often looks at a person: The 

world looks at who you are, what family you come 

from, how much money you have, your health, 

your good looks (or lack thereof) , your 

connections, and above all else, your ability to 

contribute, to give and to donate. Bottom line is, if 

you can't make a difference, then, you aren't worth 

much and out the door you go. 

Praise God for this is not how He looks at His 

children. God does not look upon us on the basis of 

what we have or we have done or our outward 

appearance. He sees us as children who have 

accepted the sacrifice of His Son, and cleansed 

from our sin with His own precious blood. God calls 

us His son and we call Him our Father. 

In the eyes of God, we are all equal. We belong to 

the same level, the first class citizens of His 

kingdom. 

4. KNOWING RIGHT AND WRONG. - The moment 

we come to know God, we learn to see what is right 

and what is wrong. The closer we are to Him, the 

more we see things clearly. This is because only 

God can take away all the hindrances that separate 

us from Him. As James 4:7-7 states, "Submit 

yourselves to God, resist the devil and he will flee 

from you. Come near to God and He will come near 

to you." 

May the Lord help us and give us discernment to 

know what is right and wrong, and to be able to do 

what is right. 

II. THE DIVINE PATTERN 

" So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them" (Genesis 1:27) 

In this verse, the word "created" is used three times 

thus emphasizing the unique thing in creating man 

and woman. The first woman shared this 

uniqueness of creation with the first man. God saw 

that it was not good for the man to be alone; and 

yet God didn't simply say, "Let there be a 

woman .... " as if performing an act of creation 

distinct from that of the making of Adam. Instead, 

we're told that God first let Adam name all the 

animals so that Adam could see for himself that 

there was not a suitable companion for him in any 

of the other creatures. God then uniquely created 

woman from the rib He had taken out of Adam to 

be his suitable partner and helper. 

Here, we find the basic pattern of life established. 

Humanity is forever divided into two groups- male 

and female. God created them different from one 

another. Men and women of olden times were easy 

to differentiate by their physical appearances as 

well as their roles in their homes and community. 

Now, so much has changed but the fact remains. 

God created man AND woman, male AND female 

He created them. 

Ill. THE DIVINE PURPOSE 

" God blessed them and said to them, 'Be fruitful 

and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 

Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air 

and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground."' (Genesis 1:28) 
... more on page 9 

GOSPEL LIGHT · • � 
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" Ch u rch" is a term used i n  the New 

Testa ment to descr ibe a gro u p  of peop le  

who repented of the i r  s i n  and  professed 

trust in Jesus  Ch r ist .  They met together  to 

wors h i p  Ch r ist and sought to en l ist others 

to become fo l lowers as we l l .  

The p re-em i nent characterist ic o f  the 

c h u rch  i n  the New Testa ment Scr i ptu re 

was its devot ion to Jesus  Ch r ist as  Lord 

and  Savio u r. Ch r ist esta b l i shed the c hu rch  

u nder  H is own a uthority (Matt. 16:13-20) 

a n d  c reated t h e  fo u n d at i on fo r i ts  

existen ce i n  H is redeeming  death and 

demonstrated God 's  power through H is 

resu rrect io n .  Con sequ ent ly, Ch r i st ' s  

pos it ion as  the Lord evoked ,  susta i ned, 

and governed the major  cha racte r ist ics of 

the c h u rch  a n d  in the way mem bers were 

adm itted .  

I n  the Book of Acts, "ch u rch" ca me to  be 

the regu l a r  des ignat ion for the society of 

Ch r ist ia n be l i evers, but it was emp loyed in 

two d i st inct senses .  Fi rst, i n  the loca l  

sense, i t  denoted t h e  body o f  Ch r ist i ans  i n  

a pa rt i c u l a r  p l a ce o r  d i st r i ct, a s  i n  

Je rusa l em (Acts 5:11; 8:1), i n  Ant ioch 

(Acts 13:1; 15:22), in Caesa rea (Acts 

18:22) a n d  i n  the lette r to the Seven 

Ch u rches of the Book of Revelation. The 

secon d  was used in the u n ive rsa l  sense -

the sum tota l of exist ing l oca l c hu rches 

wh ich  were rega rded as form ing  one  body 

i n  Ch r ist (Acts 9:31) . 

F ive out of the seven c hu rches i n  the Book 

of Revelation were repr imanded and  

wa rned by Ch rist. O n ly Smyrna and  

P h i l a d e l p h i a r e c e i v e d  p o s i t i v e  

commendat ion from the Lord . I n  both 

i n s t a n c e s ,  C h r i s t ' s  r e b u k e a n d  

recom mendat ion were expressed i n  the 

l oca l sense, mea n i ng the be l ievers were 

a d d re s s e d  a s  a u n i t ,  ra t h e r  t h a n  

i n d iv idua l ly. Perha ps, it wi l l  be wise for us  

to ask  why Ch r ist dea lt with the seven 

c hu rches in th i s  way. 

The Book of Revelation was written as an  

enco u ragement or  wa rn ing  for exi st ing 

c h u rc h e s  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  of J o h n .  

Certa i n ly there were more than  seven 

c hu rches i n  J o h n ' s t ime, but Jesus  c ited 

these seven c hu rches as a representat ion 

of the c hu rch  i n  the u n iversa l sense .  

"Seven" was used i n  Scr i ptu re to reflect 

co m p l ete n ess  o r  w h o l e n ess .  Some 

c hu rches were do ing we l l , but  a majority 

had comprom ised . Therefore, in the 

p rophet ic  sense, the Book of Revelation 

wa rns that "as the retu rn of Chr i st nears, 

m a n y c h u rc h e s  w i l l  n e e d  d ra s t i c  

t ran sformat ion .  O n  the other  hand, i n  the 

loca l  sense, Ch rist 's fa ithfu l ness i s  c lea r ly 

man ifested .  The posit ive and negative 

rema rks of Ch r ist for each of the seven 

c h u rches not o n ly reflect the i r  true and  

rea l sp i r itua l  cond it ion ,  but a l so ca l l  fo r 

them to ta ke fu l l  respons i b i l ity of the i r  

l oca l ity ( ''Anyone who has an ear  should 

GOSPEL LIGHT · � � 
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listen to what the Spirit says to the churches," 2:7, 

11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22). 

Scri ptu re c lea r ly d i ctates that  not a l l  c h u rches 

have been  fa ithfu l to Ch r ist ' s  m a ndate . J u st as  

God expected the  n at ion of I s rae l  to be the  

bea rer  of  God ' s  m essage, now the  m a n d ate ha s  

been  g iven to  the  c h u rch .  But  sad ly, the  ch u rch  

a p p e a rs to be fo l l owi ng  I s ra e l ' s  footsteps .  

Pe rha ps, t h is exp l a i n s  Pete r ' s  content ion  that  

j udge m e nt wou l d  beg in  with God 's  househo ld  

(lPet. 4:17). SO LET US P RAY FOR TH E CHURCH 

OF  GOD.  

On  the  other  ha nd,  i n  the  l oca l sense, Ch r ist 

knows the  ve ry con d it ion  of each  and  every loca l 

ch u rc h .  Yes, o u r  person a l  fa ithfu l n ess wi l l  be 

a p p rec iated by Ch rist .  But Jesus  expects us  to 

ca rry each  othe r ' s  b u rdens .  We need to reb u ke 

a n d  b r i ng  those who a re go i ng  astray to 

exper ience god ly gr ief, so they 

... continued from page 7 (The Value of Human Life) 

Now, we come to the pu rpose God i ntended for 
Adam and Eve . God begins by bless ing them. It is as 
if God said, "Have a great life ! Enjoy you rselves .  
Start a family. Establish a clan . Found a tribe ." The 
phrase "be fru itfu l"  means "increase in numbers." 
Be plentiful, fill the earth ! 

When God bless us with child ren, we have the 
respons ibility to take good care of them and love 
them. Do you know how much rais ing a child would 
cost? Based on U.S. statist ics, rais ing a ch i ld  in the 
average family requ i res roughly $24.37 a day. How 
about in the Ph ilippines? It cou ld costs around 
PSOO per day, or P15,000 a month. In 20 years, 
parents would have supported a child to the tune 
of 3.6 million pesos ! But then, as Psalm 127:3-4 
says, "Sons are heritage from the Lord, ch ild ren a 
reward from H im. Like arrows i n  the hands of a 
warrior are sons born i n  one 's  youth. Blessed is the 
man whose qu iver is full of them . . . . .  " 

The phrase "be fruitful" also means "grow and 

repenta nce that l eads  to sa lvat ion (2Cor. 7:10). 

G od u ndersta nds  o u r  hea rtaches a n d  pa i ns, a nd 

h e  p ro m ises to be with us u nto the  end  of ages .  

Com p lacency has no  p l ace in the  ch u rch  a n d  i n  

Ch r ist ' s  m a n d ate fo r us  t o  m a ke d isc i p les  o f  a l l  

nations .  

I n  conc l us ion, I be l i eve, the  Book of Revelation 

shou l d  be seen as  a wa ke- u p  ca l l  fo r a l l  c hu rches .  

Let us  l ea rn from the  book and kee p  up with 

Ch r ist ' s  expectat ions .  Jesus sa id, "He who has an 

ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches." 

The c h u rch  is God ' s  ea rth ly  m essenger ca l l ed  to 

spread of the  Gospe l  of Jesus  Ch r ist (Matt. 28:18-

20). Ch r ist does not expect c hu rches  to be 

P E R F ECT, but He a nt i c i pates t h e m  to be  

FAITH FUL. May the "ch u rch" tru ly be the light 

and salt of the world. 

��� � . . - ----

become mature". In short, be prod uctive ! 

The pu rpose of God is fo r Adam & Eve to take care 
of his creation .  God said to Adam and Eve, "It ' s all 
yours .  Take care of it .  Rule over it .  Study it, develop 
it, and bri ng it under control. This is the bas is of 
agr icultu re, i n d u st ry, comme rce, enterp r i se, 
ex plo rat i o n , a rt, mus i c, d rama, l i te rat u re, 
education, research, technology, progress, and 
new i nvent ions .  It is therefore, each and every 
Christ ian 's  duty and responsibility to fulfil the task 
God has entrusted to h im and to excel in these 
fields as good steward of his Creator. 

CONCLUSION 

Knowi ng how much God values human lives and 
how much he loves us, let us take good care of 
ou rselves and learn to live for the Lord . At the same 
t ime, let us learn to value the lives of other people 
by reachi ng out to them and bri ngi ng more people 
to know the Lord . 
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" For by the grace given to me I say to 

everyone among you not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think, but to 

think with sober judgment, each according to 

the measure of faith that God has assigned. 

For as in one body we have many members, 

and the members do not all have the same 

function, so we, though many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of 

another." -Romans 12 :3-5 
One of the minor themes of our 

church for this year, "Serving Christ," is not a 

foreign concept for most of us. It brings joy to 

our hearts, as pastors, to see many of our 

members serving in different capacities. In 

my estimate, about a fourth of our members 

are serving leadership roles and many are 

active in fel lowships, Bible study groups, 

Sunday school, music ministry, and so on. It 's 

a good indicator that many of our church 

members are growing. 

Today, many churches struggle in 

encouraging their members to invo lve 

themselves in various ministries. More likely, 

you ' l l  see same faces in fellowships, 

committees, choir, Sunday school, and even in 

the church leadership. This is actually not bad 

but like most other setup, there are benefits 

and drawbacks to this: with only few people 

serving, their gifts are nurtured faster; but 

they'll also end up exhausted, over-burdened, 

burnt-out. An observant believer would  say: 

"Many believe, but only a handful serve the 

Lord . . .  " 

The Ideal Setup 
The ideal setup of our church is that 

all our members are part of at least one 

learning-type ministry and one leading-type 

ministry. It is possible to encourage each one 

to become a disciple and at the same time 

become one who disciples others. Each 

member should  be involved in a ministry 

where he's being fed and in another ministry 

where he's the one feeding others. 

This is part of Paul's exhortation in his 

letter to the Romans. After a lengthy 

discussion of Christian doctrines, Paul urges 

the believers to offer their bodies as living 

sacrifices to God - this, done in view of God 's 

mercy and grace, is the spiritual way to 

worship God . In other translations, this last 

phrase is rendered as a "rational, logical 

service. " His exhortation is in a general 

manner, involving each and every believer to 

participate. 

Modest Opinion of Self 
The first step in Paul 's  exhortation is 

to have a modest opinion of self. Sober 

judgment of self carries with it the humility to 

see through your own needs and the 

sensibility to see the needs of others. Being a 

Christian, however, doesn't give anyone 

license to be the boss of anybody for we are 

called to serve just as Christ came to serve 

(Matt . 20:28). But some might think that 

serving in the ministry is just a waste of time or 

a one-way relationship. You serve and you 

wil l  not get anything in return. You lead yet no 

one leads you. 

Though we believe that having a 

reward at the end of the deed should  not be 

the basis for our service, the Lord does 

provide incentives for our efforts. Part of 

Pau l ' s  encouragement for the suffering 

Corinthians is ''Always give yourselves fully to 

the work of the Lord, because you know that 
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your labor in the Lord is not in vain" (1 Car. 15:58). 

This tells us that committing ourselves to the Lord's 

work will not go to waste. Working with the young 

people for many years, my heart continues to fill with 

contentment as I see them mature in Christ and serve 

the Lord according to the gifts God has given them. 

Being used by God in their growth is more than 

enough reason to motivate me to press on. Indeed, it 

is a reward on its own. 

Everyone has Something to Contribute 
God has instituted the church as a 

community of believers for a reason. People may say 

"No man is an island," but even islands need the 

plants and animals for them to become self­

sustaining. The church, composed of many people of 

varying gifts and background, thrives on the 

willingness of her members to pitch in to better 

themselves. Our differences in gifts and 

backgrounds are important reasons for us to 

complement one another. 

In God's great wisdom, he has bestowed in 

each one of us a different set of gifts for the purpose 

of mutual edification. And in the same wisdom, God 

has placed each one of us in this church to fill in that 

purpose. "So we, though many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of another." 

Using the same illustration, a body cannot function 

well if it lacks a limb, an eye, an ear, and so forth. In 

order for a church to function well and be able to 

fulfill its goals and mandate, everybody must give 

what they have according to what the Lord has given 

them. Every member of the church is equally 

responsible to the growth and welfare of the church. 

In the same way, leaving the church because of 

problems, misunderstandings, or dissatisfactions will 

never solve anything. 

Available Ways of Serving 
I do remember that when we had our second 

theme seminar, our guest speaker gave a "spiritual 

gift" quiz for us to determine our gifts. There were at 

least forty people who took the test and discovered 

their gifts. In light of this, I would like to propose 

some ways to serve in our church. Our church, as big 

as it is in terms of number of members and ministries, 

provides a lot of opportunities for everybody to use 

their gifts for God's glory. Please prayerfully consider 

getting involved in any of the following ministry 

opportunities: 

· Youth Ministry - one that is closest to my heart is 

constantly growing and is in need of people to 

guide them. Guiding them would provide 

immediate and long-term benefits for the church. 

Bible study and discipleship groups are essential 

ways to address the spiritual needs of our youth. 

We need to support and train our youth for they 

will become the future of the church. 

· Ushering Ministry - the "welcoming" committee 

that is vital to bringing warmth not only to our 

members but also to our guests. Coming from a 

small church, one of the things that made an 

impact in my Christian life is the warm welcome 

the church provided. We can't take this one for 

granted. 

·Caring Ministry- a  Christian's life is not a problem­

free life. We need people who are encouragers 

and people who could show care and concern for 

our members, especially to the sick and needy 

ones. It is a good thing for the church to have 

regular visitation ministries, and these are done 

by church and fellowship leaders. We would love 

to have members of the congregation to take part 

in this ministry as well. 

· Prayer Ministry - can't emphasize this more. The 

early church was able to accomplish a lot of things 

because they made prayer an important part of 

their ministry. All of them, both as individuals and 

as a church, are in constant prayer. The apostles 

even directed the Christians to select seven 

among themselves to serve tables so they could 

devote themselves "to prayer and to the ministry 

of the word" (Acts 6:4). We desire people to take 

part in praying for the church and for the needs of 

our members. 

There are other ministries that the church 

can provide for us to be involved. I specifically 

include those on my list for I recognize that these four 

can be our "first steps" in helping our church to grow. 

We cannot say that we have no time to spare for 

these things. But as a famous saying goes, "You will 

never find time for anything. If you want time, you 

must make it." May the Lord grant us a willing and 

humble heart to "make time" for the ministries. 
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Ear ly October, I was able to watch a 

U.S. TV show popular among teens and young 

adults of today. The episode highlighted the 

p l ight  of a se l f-professed homosexua l 

teenager whose dad suddenly fel l  into a coma. 

This teenager's unbelief in the existence of 

God grew stronger despite his friend 's efforts 

to encourage and comfort him through 

religious means. Waiting for a happy 

"Christian" ending, I thought that the story 

would conclude in such a way that would shed 

at least some god ly light to this teenager's 

unbelief, and consequently, to the many 

viewers who dutiful ly tuned in. To my dismay, 

the show ended with al most al l of the 

characters feeling hopelessly far from God 

and alone in their problems. 

Plight of all 
Disheartening as it might be, the 

show depicted what most people feel in real 

life. Christians and non-Christians experience 

sickness, accidents, tragedies, calamities, 

abuse or any other type of suffering. Sad ly, 

both Christians and non-Christians do feel 

alone and hopeless, clouded with so many 

doubts and questions about what they truly 

believe in. Believers who were taught that 

God loves and blesses His people would  feel 

miserable because God has never felt as 

invisible from their lives as He does now in the 

midst of their suffering. 

The fact is, the wor ld  has taught us 

that pain is so bad that we would be better off 

without going through such feeling. At times, 

we even imply in our provoked and desperate 

words that pain is useless to us. But is that 

true? I once mixed some recently defrosted 

meat with my hands as I was preparing a meal 

for my family in short notice. Since my hand 

felt numb hand ling the cold  meat, I did not 

realize that I had already scratched one of my 

fingers. The gash would  not have been that 

deep had I im mediately stopped what I was 

doing. But because I did not feel any pain, I 

wasn't prompted to stop at once. 

My simple incident with pain, or lack 

of it, caused me to have a glimpse of its 

purpose. Surely, we would  be in worse 

conditions if we don't feel any pain when we 

touch a hot kettle, sprain our ankle, or have 

the flu. Physical pain often serves as a 

warning to something far more serious or 

even fatal. I know this is crucial for infants and 

toddlers. My daughter would wail whenever 

she's in an "accident-coming" situation. That 

would signal me and her father that she 

needed immediate attention, otherwise, she 

might hurt herself more. 

Not "why ... " 

C.S. Lewis described pain in this way: 

"God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks 

in our conscience, but shouts in our pains; it is 

His megaphone to rouse a deaf world." ;  So 

what is God 's message to us whenever we are 

in pain? Often, the word we ask God in this 

situation is "Why?" Why am I in this painful 

situation? Why is God allowing me to suffer 

like this? Why hasn't God taken this pain 

away? With these questions, I came upon a 

book aptly titled Where is God When It Hurts? 

Its author, Philip Yancey, pointed out that Job 

uttered similar questions as he struggled with 

the loss of his possessions and chi ldren and 

with his painful physical problems. The Bible 

recorded that Job repeatedly asked for an 

explanation from God as to why he was 
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suffer i ng .  Stra nge ly, even with thousands  of 

yea rs betwee n  J o b  a n d  o u r  gene rat ion,  i n  t i m es 

of suffer i ng, we sti l l  a s k  God "Why?" 

But "to what end?" 
What 's  i nterest ing  to note is that  God d id  

not p rovide  Job  nor  ha s  H e  g iven us the  a n swers 

to the  "why" q u e r ies .  When  it was God ' s  t u rn to 

spea k a n d  respond  to Job, God showed Job  that 

H is  ways and powe r a re beyon d  our stre ngth  a n d  

u ndersta n d i ng ( cha pte rs 38-41 o f  Job ) .  J ob  got 

the  Lo rd 's  m essage i n  the  e n d .  What he utte red 

in c hapte r 42 ind i cates that  the  a n swer God gave 

h i m  was not the  reason fo r h i s  suffer i ng, i n stead, 

the p u rpose fo r i t .  J u st as p hys i ca l  p a i n  serves its 

p u rpose by refra i n i ng us  from hurt i ng  o u rse lves, 

God i nte nds  fo r o u r  suffer i ngs to be constru ct ive . 

To what end  o r  p u rpose do  we suffe r? It i s  to 

d i sp lay God in o u r  l ives eve n in the m idst of pa i n, 

as  J ob  d i d  by p ra i s i ng  a n d  accept ing  God ' s  

sove re ignty desp ite h i s suffer ing .  

Th i s  i s  a l so J esus '  l esson  i n  John  9 when 

H e  encou nte red a b l i nd  man .  I n stea d of  g iv i ng a 

reason fo r the  b l i n d  m a n ' s cond it ion,  H e  s im p ly  

utte red the  p u rpose of  h i s  suffer ing .  "Th i s  

h a ppened  so that the  work  of  God m ight be 

d i sp l ayed i n  h i s  l ife" (J o h n  9:3b ) .  Suffer ing  

i n deed i s  a m essage fro m God,  a message fo r us  

to  ca rry out  the  p u rpose of  d i sp l ay ing God i n  ou r  

l ife . 

God's unpopular solution 
Yet, pa i n  consumes us .  O u r  suffer ing  

te nds  to permeate i nto a l l  pa rts of our  l ife that  

we ca n n ot t h i n k  of a nyth i ng  e lse .  No m atte r how 

m uch  we want to be i n  synch rony with God ' s  

p u rpose fo r o u r  suffe ri ng, somet imes it s i m p ly  

fee l s  too d iffi cu l t .  But  befo re we conc l ude  that  

the  God who created us  i s  a sad ist ic be ing  who 

wa nts us  to suffe r i n  o rder  fo r H i m  to be known, 

we h ave to kee p  in m i n d  that He is  not a mere 

s pectator i n  a l l  of these .  Tru e, it i s  i m poss i b l e  to 

h ave a "pu rposefu l"  suffer i ng  if we ' re a lone .  But 

the God in the B i b l e  p rom ises to be with us  a n d  

not a bandon  u s .  A n d  i f  He  des i res fo r us  to 

g lo rify H i m  in ou r  suffe ri ng, wi l l  He not p rovide  us 

with what we need in order  to do so? It may not 

be th rough  de l ive ra nce or  esca pe from o u r  pa i n, 

but  it wou l d  be accord i ng to God ' s  way, a n d  we 

know that H i s  way i s  better t han  a l l  o u r  ideas  

comb i ned .  

God d e m o n st ra ted  to u s  h ow He  

u lt imate ly acco m p l is hes H i s  goa l  i n  sp ite o f  and  

even t h rough the  p resence o f  pa i n .  Let u s  reca l l  

what Jesus  Ch r ist went th rough when H e  knew 

that H i s  death was a bout to come .  H e  p rayed, 

"Father, if you a re wi l l i ng, ta ke th i s  cup  from me;  

yet not my w i l l , but  you rs be done" (Lu ke 22:42). 

We know that the Father  d i d  not ta ke Jesus  away 

fro m H is suffer i ng; i n stead, He ena b led H i s  Son to 

d i e  on the  cross a n d  r ise aga i n  fo r o u r  sake .  

De l ive ra nce from pa i n  was not God ' s  so lut ion  

he re .  But what H e  d i d  was perfect ion .  Ch r ist ' s  

death and resu rrect ion  demonstrated God ' s  

j u st ice, grace a n d  m e rcy. Hence, I be l i eve God 

a l so e n a b les  us to have the  stre ngth  and  wisdom 

to g lo rify H i m  i n  the  m idst of our  suffer ing .  

The cross: practical help 
Ya ncey sa id, "The death and  resu rrect ion 

of  Jesus  Ch r ist p rovide  more than an a bstract 

theo log ica l a n swer to the  p rob l em of pa i n .  They 

a l so offe r us  actua l, p ract ica l h e l p  i n  o u r  own 

st rugg les  with suffer ing .m With th i s, he sha red 

fou r  i n s ights a bout suffer ing  in the l ight of Jesus '  

cross. (1 )  J u dg ing  the  p resent by the  futu re -

Apost le  Pa u l  sa id  i n  Romans  8:18, " I  cons ider  that 

our p resent suffer i ngs a re not worth com pa ri ng 

with the  g lo ry that wi l l  be revea led i n  us ." 

Whatever great pa i n  and  suffer ing  we a re 

p re sen t l y  i n , J e s u s '  v i c tory o n  t h e  c ross  

gua ra ntees that we have someth i ng  tri u m p h a nt 

to look  fo rwa rd to .  (2) See i ng the pattern of 

tra nsformed pa i n  - Insofa r  as God tra nsformed 

even the  outrage of Jesus '  death i nto good,  He  

s u re ly  w i l l  be a b l e  to  u se  a ny of  ou r  tr i a l s  fo r 

good .  (3) Understa n d i ng a new l eve l of m ea n i ng 

to suffer i ng  - The truth i s  Ch rist i a n s  a re expected 
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to face d ifficu lt ies he re on  ea rth .  Ca l l ed  to be 

pa rta kers i n  H is suffer ings, our l i fe ' s  struggles a re 

never i n  va i n .  (4) Ga i n i ng the  confidence that 

God tru ly  u ndersta nds  our pa in - "For  we do not 

have a h igh p riest who is u n a b l e  to sym path ize 

with o u r  wea knesses, but we have one who has  

been tem pted i n  every way, j u st a s  we a re--yet 

was without s i n"  ( H ebrews 4:15) . O u r  cr ies do  

not  o n l y fa l l  on  powe rfu l e a rs ,  but  o n  

sym pathet ic ea rs a s  we l l .''' 

The sympathizers 
The existe nce of h u ma n  pa i n  is so 

pervas ive that if we a re not the  ones suffer ing, 

we at l east know of someone who i s .  Yet, 

whether  it be pa i n  from a l ife-th reaten i ng 

s ickness, death of a l oved one, l oss of p ropert ies  

or  othe r  traged ies that have been devastati ng  

the  wor ld  fo r ages, t ime  has  not ta ught us  how to 

he lp  those who a re suffer ing .  F i nd i ng o u rse lves 

he l p l ess when we know someone hav ing a 

ser ious  p rob lem,  we as fa m i ly mem bers, friends, 

c h u r c h  m e m b e r s o r  c o l l e a g u e s  o ft e n  

u n i ntent iona l ly depr ive them of comfort .  We 

become l i ke Job ' s  fri ends  who e i ther  offe r 

u n s o l i c i t e d  a d v i c e  o r  m a ke i n s e n s i t i v e  

j udgements.  Or  we become extreme ly jo l ly, 

avo i d i ng the  emot ion a l  ta l ks a n d  outpou r ing of 

hea rt .  O r  worse, we becom e  inaccess i b l e  to  

them,  m a ki ng  s u re that we stay away from 

awkwa rd s i tuat ions  o f  see ing them i n  p a i n  and  

fi n d i ng no  words to  say. 

God, however, d i d  not des ign the  body of 

Ch r ist to be l i ke th i s .  We have the  respons ib i l ity 

to ca re fo r ou r  b rothers- a n d  s i sters- i n -Chr i st, to 

give them comfort in the i r  t ime  of need .  

Ya ncey's book h i gh l ights that  som eti mes o u r  

mere p resence, s i n ce re a n d  u nassu m i ng, i s  what 

de l ive rs the  comfort that the i r  sp i r its a re look ing  

for. N o  matte r how d iffe rent ly peop le  respond to  

suffe ri ng, the s i m p l e  knowledge that someone i s  

there wi l l i ng to l end  an  ea r  to what they wa nt to  

say br i ngs much  comfort and assura nce .  So l et 
us  d o  away with c l i ches l i ke "I u ndersta nd  what 

y o u ' r e g o i n g  t h r o u g h , " " D o n ' t  w o r r y, 

everyth i ng ' s  go i ng  to be okay" a n d  "Re ly o n  

fa ith ." Instead,  l et us  p ray for t h e m  a n d  s i ncere ly 

say and show that we a re there fo r them, a s  God 

H i mse lf  a lways i s .  

Finding the way out of the dark 
"Where is God when  it h u rts? H e  i s  i n  us 

- not i n  the th i ngs that  h u rt - he l p i ng  to 

tran sform bad i nto good ."'' I be l i eve it i s  not easy 

to t h i n k, behave a n d  act "r ight" when we a re i n  

t h e  m idst o f  pa i n .  Somet imes, these advices a n d  

rem i n d e rs, no  m atte r how good a n d  honou ra b l e  

they a re, fee l  eas ie r  s a i d  t han  d o n e .  B u t  l et u s  

not stop there .  Th i s  a rt i c le, a t  the  r i s k  of 

sou n d i ng patron i z i ng  to the  gravity of h u m a n  

suffer ing, seeks t o  sym path i ze a n d  enco u rage 

those whose p hysica l a n d  e mot iona l  p a i n  br i ngs 

t h e m  fe a r, h o p e l e s s n e s s  a n d  e m pt i n e s s .  

Whethe r  w e  a re t h e  v ict i ms  o f  p a i n  o r  the 

comforte r of  suffe re rs, may we a l l  rem e m ber  to 

d isp l ay God in our  l ives, l ett i ng  others see that  

ou r  grac ious  God has  g iven us  someth i ng  to look 

fo rwa rd to .  May our good Lord enable us  not  to 

forget in the darkness what  we have learned in 

the light.' 

'C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1962), 93. 
"Yancey, Philip, Where is God When It Hurts? (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1990), 232. 
"' Ibid, 233-238. 
''Ibid, 111. 
'Paraphrased from the quotation of Joseph Bayly, ibid, 233. 
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PRESERVING AND PROCLAIMING THE 

UNADULTERATED GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST 

Martin Luther, the great Reformer once said 

about Galatians, "The Epistle to the Galatians 

is my epistle. To it I am as it were in wedlock. It 

is my Katherine." Galatians played a huge role 

in the personal battles of Luther as he 

mustered to understand what it would take to 

appease the wrath of a holy and righteous 

God. And in His providence, the Lord Almighty 

used Luther's struggles to find peace, not in 

any popish declarations, but solely in God's 

Holy Word. 

By the grace of God, Luth e r  

championed the doctrine of justification, 

whereby a sinner is declared righteous before 

God on the basis of Christ 's merits alone. This 

Gosp e l-th e  h e ar t  of  t h e  C h rist ian 

faith-rests on the assurance that we are 

saved not by what we have done for Jesus, but 

what Jesus has done for sinners such as us. 

This message bleeds through the pages of 

Galatians, indeed, the whole of Scripture. It is 

the rediscovery of this all-important truth that 

propell ed a pivotal event in history known 

today as the Protestant Reformation, which 

began in October 31, 1517. 

Centuries passed between the first 

writing of the apostle Paul to the Galatians 

and the time of the Protestant Reformation. 

493 years have passed since the day Luther 

nailed his Ninety-Five Theses against the 

Roman Catholic Church to the door of 

Wittenberg Church. Nevertheless, today, 

Christians everywhere ar e still being swayed 

with massive counterfeit gospels. 

Unlike his other letters, the apostle 

Paul bypasses the usual warm greeting in the 

epistle of Galatians. This time, he bursts forth 

in astonishment because the believers have 

been wooed over by a perverted gospel, 

which is really no gospel at all. There were 

false teachers in Galatia who were imposing 

Jewish practices like circumcision thereby 

diminishing the sufficiency of Christ in 

salvation. Without the slightest doubt, these 

teachers believed that Jesus had risen from 

the dead. They believed, also, that faith in 

Christ was necessary for salvation. But the 

trouble was, they believed that the work of 

Christ needed to be coupled with the 

believer's own effort to obey the Law in order 

to be accepted by God. In the other words, 

these false teachers espoused a distorted 

gospel of faith plus works, instead of faith 

alone in the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. For that reason Paul is outraged. 

And it is with utmost care that he still yearns to 

bring the Galatians back in the fold. They were 

on their way to deserting the Gospel of grace, 

but they have not yet forsaken its claims 

altogether. 

Likewise, if we are not vigilant, we 

might find ourselves in the same predicament. 

Let us take heed not to lose the centrality of 

Christ by preserving and proclaiming the 

unadulterated Gospel of grace. That is why J. 

Mack Stiles gives us a stern warning, "Losing 
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the gospel doesn't happen all at once, it's much more 

like a four generation process: the gospel is accepted, 

the gospel is assumed, the gospel is confused, the 

gospel is lost."' 

Our present generation may not be denying 

the Gospel, but assuming it has perilous ramifications 

for our children. Here is a series of diagnostic 

questions provided by Stiles to help us be aware if we 

are en route to assuming the Gospel: 

Was the gospel in the sermon Sunday morning? 

Could the uninitiated hear that sermon and 

come to real faith in Christ? 

Are gospel principles governing organizational 

decisions? 

Do you hear the gospel in people's prayers? 

Does your fellowship encourage you to say the 

gospel? And then is it more than just a 

memorized sketch? Sure, it may follow the 

form of "God, Man, Christ, Response," but is 

it in people's own words? 

Furthermore, do you see it in their actions? Is 

the gospel lived out? 

Is membership based on a true commitment to 

the gospel or just because someone wants to 

join an organization-or maybe write an 

expose? 

The healthy evangelist is asking these questions 

and looking for answers so as to guard the 

gospel. Here is the critical test. 

Could you have preached that sermon if Christ 

had not died on the cross? 

Could you have developed that leadership 

principle had Christ not been crucified? 

I'm not saying be impractical-the Bible has 

much to say about being practical-but make 

sure that the practical is tied to the message of 

Jesus. Otherwise we are on the road to an 

assumption that will lose the gospel." 

Not only that, "the Gospel assumed is the 

Gospel denied."''' As Rev. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr. clearly 

explains: 

Assuming the Gospel is the height of arrogance. It 

is as if we were saying, "We all know what God 

has done for us in Jesus, so we can go on to teach 

and learn other things today." St. Paul gave much 

apostolic direction for living the Christian life -

"bearing with one another" {Colossians 3:13), 

"speaking the truth in love" {Ephesians 4:15), 

"walking by the Spirit" {Galatians 5:16), and 

seeing the "more excellent way" {1 Corinthians 

12:31). Yet Paul always put such admonition in 

the context of Christ's saving work for us. In fact, 

Paul was adamant about the priority of the cross: 

"I determined to know nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ and Him crucified." {1 

Corinthians 2: 2) . . .  No matter what else Paul had 

to say, the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

for our salvation are the center, the essence, the 

focal point of all Christian preaching. Whether 

the subject is justification or sanctification, it all 

comes back to the cross. No preaching, no 

Christian teaching is complete unless it brings us 

back to what God has done for us in Jesus Christ 

on the cross. Indeed, anything else the preacher 

might proclaim is meaningless, unless it flows 

into or out of the message that Jesus died and 

rose for us. Every doctrine of Scripture is 

designed by God ultimately to bring the comfort 

of sins forgiven and eternal life in Christ to the 

penitent sinner {emphasis added).'v 

Oblivious to these alarming effects, some 

church leaders claim to understand what it means to 

be saved in Christ, but drive their congregants to rely 

on works-based salvation in their Christian lives. This 

gross misunderstanding has produced the legalist 

{moralist) and the licentious (relativist) in our 

churches today. Todd Wilken sheds light on these two 

groups, "Both the legalist and the licentious, whether 

they deny sin's depth or sin's danger, ultimately 

ignore the saving work of Jesus Christ.'IV He goes on 

to say: 

The legalist believes he can avoid sin, and 

manage {if only occasionally) to live sinlessly. If he 
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is right, then the legalist doesn't need the 

sin lessness of Jesus, or if he does, he on ly needs it 

when he fails to avoid sin .  The licentious person 

believes he has permission to sin .  If he is right, 

then the licentious person doesn't need Jesus to 

suffer the penalty for his sin . . .  Only the Gospel 

gives both the legalist and the licentious freedom 

from their error, not by avoiding sin, nor by 

indulging sin, but by forgiving sin .  On ly the 

Gospel shows the legalist the sin lessness of Jesus 

Christ, and the licentious the penalty Jesus paid 

for sin . . .  The Gospel replaces all the legalist 's 

efforts to be sin less with the sin lessness of Jesus. 

The Gospel shows the licentious person the true 

penalty for his sin, taken entirely by Jesus:; 

These are subtle errors, but the effects are 

devastating. It is, therefore, crucial for us to preserve 

and proclaim the unadulterated Gospel of Jesus 

Christ so that we wil l  not mislead fel low pilgrims 

along the way. Let us not distort the Gospel by 

focusing on our achievements. Just because we 

manage to get a few things right in our Christian life 

( i. e. , keeping spiritual disciplines like prayer and Bible 

study) doesn't  give us the license to boast in our 

spiritual successes. If we trust on our performances, 

we wil l  eventual ly  become like the Pharisees who 

pride in their spiritual superiority. If we rest on our 

achievements and performances, we forget the 

meaning of grace and its blessings to sin ners like us 

who deserve nothing but God's wrath and judgment. 

On the other hand, there are those who 

struggle in the failures of their Christian wal k. They 

torment themselves with guilt, thin king that God is 

displeased and unhappy with them.  Let us not think 

that we have forfeited God's favor because of our 

disobedience or lack of discipline. Be reminded of H is 

abounding grace. Be reminded of the cross on which 

the Prince of glory died. Be reminded of what Christ 

has already accom plished in your stead. Take into 

heart and rest in the hope that we are accepted and 

forgiven by God because of the obedience and death 

of Jesus Christ alone, not by our own works or efforts. 

There is undoubtedly no other gospel other 

than the Gospel of Christ whereby transgressors like 

you and me are saved from eternal dam nation .  For 

the Gospel of God 's amazing grace is the m usic that 

renders the sweet sound, cal ling wretched sin ners to 

put their trust on ly in the saving work of God i n  Christ. 

That is the good news. That is the Gospel . 

Consider the imp lications of preserving and 

proclaiming the unadulterated Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Peoples' lives are at stake. Therefore, we m ust 

rediscover the true Gospel, preserve it, and proclaim 

it as it is; in order that we, together with the sai nts, 

would resound the words of the hym n, singing: "Not 

the labors of my hands, can fulfi l l  Thy law's demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, cou ld  my tears forever 

f low. Al l for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and 

Thou alone.''v;; 

; J. Mack Stiles, Marks of the Messenger: Knowing, Living, and Speaking the Gospel [book review on-line] (IVP, 20 1 0) 
accessed 6 October 20 1 0 ;  available from http ://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/20 1 0/04/ 1 6/how-to-avoid­
assuming-the-gospel/; Internet. 
;; Ibid. 

i;; This statement is attributed to Robert Preus.  
;v Herbert C.  Mueller, Jr. , "The Gospel Assumed is the Gospel Denied" in Concordia Pulpit Resources 15,  no.  3 [j ournal 
on-line] accessed 6 October 20 I O; available from http ://sidlcms.org/Documents/GospelAssumedGospe!Denied.pdf; 
Internet. 
v Todd Wilken, "Legalism and License" in Issues, Etc. Journal [article on-line], accessed 6 October 20 1 0; available from 
http ://steadfastlutherans.org/?p=8825;  Internet. 
v; Ibid. 
vH Augustus Toplady, "Rock of Ages", 1 77 5 .  
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My beloved Mother, this morning from 

Baco lod ,  I  went  to  Cebu  for  the 

observance of All Saints Day. I entered 

your room, and there before my eyes were 

your bed, the table and chair you used 

during your devotional hours. Nearby at 

the corner of the room was the wheelchair 

waiting silently for an occupant, for your 

favourite moment in an afternoon stroll 

around the garden. Mom, there was the 

deep feeling of grief and loneliness in my 

h e a r t  fo r  I  c o u l d  s e e  y o u r  k i n d 

countenance no more.

You would often remind us of Proverbs 

22:6 – “Train up a child in the way he 

should go and when he is old, he will not 

depart from it.” I recalled one of your 

younger sons at the age of 7, who was 

convinced by his friends to shoplift a small 

notebook from a department store, not 

knowing it was a violation of one of God's 

Ten Commandments – Thou Shalt Not 

Steal. He came home with his adventure. 

In response, you, with an angry and stern 

look, asked him to come to the library, put 

his hands on the table and proceeded to 

pick up a heavy stick and started whipping 

his hands so many times until they were 

red and swollen. You displayed a very 

strong disciplinary teaching, but along 

with these, there was a profound 

manifestation of love. For it really hurt 

inside you to execute your unsparing 

punishment. “Spare the rod and spoil the 

child.”

Mom, you would often advise us, “A 

bundle of arrows is difficult to break, but a 

simple piece of arrow can easily be 

broken,” to encourage us your children to 

have heartfelt concern in unity, for there is 

abundant blessing which the Lord will 

bestow upon us. You would say, “Parents 

never complain the ugliness of their 

children; children seldom condemn the 

poverty of their parents,” to show that 

among the family, there is everlasting 

love. Regarding our worldly pursuit of 

accomplishments, you said, “Fame and 

position are words written on blackboard, 

no trace will remain when erased and 

turned to chalk dusts.” Again you said, 

“Children are like wet cement, whatever 

falls on them makes an impression.” This is 

to tell us that what is stated by parents 

positively or negatively will always make 

an imprint on the youth's mind. We, your 

children, would wonder how in spite of 

your limited proper knowledge -  in your 

young days women were not allowed to 

have appropriate education -  you 

enthusiastically and patiently learned to 

read the Bible by phonetics. Through the 

“Mom, You Hold Your Children's Hands 
For a While, Their Hearts Forever”

BY CLETO MARCELINO UY
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word of God, you found the secret of strength 

and the joy of living in loving submission to the 

Lord. From God, you derived wisdom and the 

valuable teachings of Christian Virtues to lead us 

in our lives.

You would frequently refresh our memories 

with, “Honesty, Honour and Loyalty are the best 

business policies.” You would, time and again, 

quote the wise formula of our grandfather, who 

was a very successful copra businessman and 

entrepreneur :  “ Ta lent  wi th  d i l i gence , 

personalized with perseverance, and capitalized 

with enough resources to conduct an operation.” 

It was not a surprise that grandfather would 

often mention about you: “My eldest daughter, if 

she had been born a man, I would have been the 

happiest and most fortunate person, as I would 

have had a reliable and trusted son to handle my 

business.” Mother, if we should have any 

achievement in our establishment, it was by your 

guidance through Christian teachings.

Your words and deeds were eloquent testimony 

of your abiding faith in God's grace and loving 

mercy. You quoted I John 4:20-21: “For he that 

loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how 

can he love God whom he hath not seen? And 

this commandment we have from Him, that he 

who loveth God loves his brother also.”  Your 

immovable devotion for the spreading of the 

Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ brought blessings 

to many whose lives you had touched. You would 

never spare a soul from the saving knowledge of 

our Lord. Your sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law, 

brothers, sisters, your cousins, nephews, nieces, 

sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, relatives and 

friends, majority of them were your seeds of 

outreach. We will always remember when for 

your son-in-law's baptismal ceremony in the far 

site of the rocky seashore, you, an old lady with 

tiny feet, had to negotiate inconveniently in pain 

and hardship to be with him spiritually and 

physically. What an ardent soul-saver!

Mom, you played a vital part in moulding our 

lives, you were not just our biological mother, 

you were also our spiritual mother.

I will always treasure the memory of more than 

seventy years ago of one Sunday afternoon 

worship service in Cebu Bradford Church used by 

some American Christians. It was a rainy day and 

only three people attended the service: the 

speaker behind the pulpit, Mr. Tan Yiok Peck, a 
ndbusinessman, father of our 2  term Rev. 

Livingston Chen of Bacolod Trinity Christian 

Church. At the right side of the pulpit was the 

organist Sen Hong Huang whose two sons are 

church ministers, Pastor John Huang of Cebu 

Living Church and Rev. William B. Huang of an 

evangelical church in Manila and whose 

daughter, Ester, and grandson Yorkson are 

church members of Bacolod Trinity Christian 

Church. Lastly, the third person sitting in the pew 

in front of the preacher was Elder Cang Chui Siok, 

my mother.

Dear Lord, we thank YOU for giving us such a 

great and loving mother. Our lives knew not 

about emptiness until the hour of her departure. 

We seem to give her back to YOU, dear GOD, who 

gave her to us. Yet, as YOU did not lose her in 

giving, so have we not lost her by her return.

(Composed on All Saints Day, November 1, 1975, 

in loving memory of our beloved mother, who 

had gone to be with our Lord Jesus Christ.)
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Are you a Worldly Ch ristian? Wor ld ly  

Ch r ist i ans  a ct l i ke Ch rist i ans  wh i l e  at 

c hu rc h .  Then they act l i ke the peop le  of 

the wor ld the rest of the week .  The who le  

letter of 1 Cor inth i ans  i s  written to a 

chu rch  with many Wor ld ly  Ch rist i ans  for 

the pu rpose of he l p i ng them to stop be ing 

Wor ld ly  Ch r ist i a n s  but  l ive as  God ' s  

ch i l d re n .  J ohn  14: 14-16 i s  a n other  he l pfu l 

passage a bout th i s  top ic .  

Are you a World Ch ristian? World 

Ch r ist i ans  a ct l i ke Ch ristia n s  whi le at 

c hu rch .  They a l so know the p lan of the 

tri u n e  God for the who le  wor ld .  They act 

l i ke Ch r ist i ans  outs ide  the c h u rch,  making  

dec is ions  a bout the i r  ca l endars, budgets, 

re lat ionsh i ps, use of med ia ,  stud ies, work 

a n d  a l l  oth e r  aspects of t he i r  l ives 

accord i ng to how it wi l l  g lo rify God by 

a c h i ev i n g  m a x i m u m  i m p a ct towa rd 

fu lfi l l i ng God ' s  p l an  for the who le  wor ld,  

espec i a l ly the  com m u n icat io n  of the 

gospe l  to those of other  cu ltu res who have 

never heard of Jesus .  

One lives as a World Ch ristian b y  the 

following seven activities. I will put these 

in bold . One leads others to become and 

live as World Christians by the following 

seven actions. I will write these in italics. 

1 .  Inform ( Learn) 

2. Introduce (Meet) 

3. Intercede (Pray) 

4. lnvolve (G ive, Go) 

5. Influence (Send) 

6. Institutionalize (Participate) 

7. Inspire (Be inspired) 

1. Inform ( Learn). World Ch r ist i ans  

regu l a rly lea rn a bout :  

a .  God's  p lan for the wor ld as  revea led 

i n  the B ib l e  (th i s  sta rts i n  Genes is ! )  

b .  The needs of the world,  d iffe rent 

nat ions  and  peop les .  

c .  What God has  done  ( h i sto ry of 

m i ss ions ) .  

d .  What  God i s  do ing a round  the world 

(the cu rrent work of m iss iona ries, 

m i n istr ies, and  m iss ions ) . 

e .  How to become a m iss ionary (the 

cha racte r, work, cha l l enges, and  

opportun it ies of m iss ionaries) . 

f. How to fi nd  God ' s  wi l l  i n  m iss ions .  

g .  How God ca n use us--as c h u rch 

members, students, profess iona ls, 

supporters, in p rayer, etc . 

h .  How to su pport m iss ions, how to 

pray for m iss ions, how to he l p  you r  

chu rch  catch a m iss ions  v is io n .  

I .  H ow t o  reach o u t  t o  i nternat iona l  

students, bus i nessmen,  etc. 

j . What wi l l  ha ppen to those who 

don 't hear  o r  accept the gospe l .  

k .  What  i s  cu l ture, how does one  

re late to  peop le  of other  cu ltu res .  

I .  And s i m i l a r  top ics .  
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What ar e you r egular ly learning? 

2 .  In troduce (Meet). M is s i o n a r i e s  a re 

wonderfu l ,  i nterest ing  peop le .  M eet them ! 

You r  friendsh i p  wi l l  encou rage them.  You wi l l  

a l so  f i n d  yo u rs e l f  e n co u ra ge d .  M o d e r n  

tech no logy makes conti n u i ng th is  friendsh ip  

when they retu rn to the fie ld  eas ier  than  it has  

ever been .  

How many missionar y fr iends d o  you have? 

How can you befriend mor e? 

un l ess they a re sent?" ( Rom . 10 :15 ) .  It is great to 

send members of other  ch u rches, such as the 

m iss iona ries CGC is  cu rrent ly s upporti ng .  I t  i s  

a lso great to send you r  own c h u rch mem bers .  

Whi le  one  th i nks natura l ly of sending gifted and 

ca l led you ng peop le, i n  truth,  there is n o  age l imit 

o n  servi ng God i n  a new p lace.  (One cou l d  ask 

Moses a bout h is .  He  was ca l l ed at age 80 ! See 

Exodus  3-4 and  Acts 7 :23 and  7 :30 . )  

Ar e you helping to send those God has  ca l led? 

Ar e you open to His call? 

6. Institutionalize ( Participate). The leaders at 

God ' s  i nterests, not o n ly h i s  or -------------. the workshop o n  Septe m ber  1 1, 

her own i nterests or  needs .  God '-' 2010 d u ri ng  the CGC M iss ions 

3 .  Intercede (Pray). A Wor ld  Ch ristia n  p rays for 

is i nte rested i n  every cou ntry i n  E m phas is  ca me u p  with many 

the wor ld .  God is i nterested i n  i d e a s  for how to h e l p  the  

every k ind  o f  h u m a n  group .  H e  m e m b e r s b e c o m e  W o r l d  

i s  espec ia l ly i nterested i n  those Ch rist ians .  Wor ld Ch ristia ns 

who have never heard a bout  s u p p o r t ,  c o o p e r a t e  a n d  

Jesus, those who have no c h u rch  part ic i pate with  the i r  leaders .  

nearby. God wa nts to  an swer 

the p rayers of H is peop le  i n  th i s  

a rea .  

� SM t P  fS S�E­
f N  A HN160'2.. ' Ar e you participating in what 

you r church leaders ar e asking 

you to do? Will you volunteer 

when they approach you? 

euc 

What ar e you praying for ever y 

day? 

"CHA.C fS HOC 
WHAC A S H f  P fS �n., . 

4. Involve (Give, Go). It ta kes courage to be a 

Wo r l d  C h r i st i a n .  Wo r l d  C h r i st i a n s  g i ve  

sacrifi c i a l ly, even when i t  h u rts and  even when  

they a re not q u ite s u re they ca n afford to  give 

that m uch .  Jesus  gave a l l ! I t  ta kes cou rage to 

witness to a non-be l iever, especi a l ly one  from 

the Mus l im  part of M i nda nao, or  a fore ign 

student from a cou ntry l i ke I ra n .  Be cou rageous 

i n  sacrifi c i a l  givi ng and bo ld  witness .  

Ar e you giving and witnessing courageously? 

5. Influence (Send). "How wi l l  they p reach 

7 .  Inspire. ( Be inspired). The 

vis ionary p lan of the Tri une  God to reach even 

the ha rdest peop le  i n  the fu rthest p l ace with the 

most d iffi cu lt  l a nguage and  the most u ngod ly 

cu l ture by us i ng His ch i l d ren  is  both h u m b l i ng 

a n d  i nsp i r i ng.  H e  wa nts to use the members and  

leaders o f  CGC. 

Are you inspir ed to be all that God wants you to 

be, a Wor ld Christian? 
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人生與財富

“財富，’ 是許多世人夢寐以求的． 在中
國各地，每逢農曆新年，朋友見面時，都
說 “恭喜發財”． 這可說是許多人的心
願和期望． 幾乎大多數人都視財富為第
二生命．

財富的重要
一． 財富可使人得到享受：有了財富，

“ 衣” 可穿尼絨網紋， 時裝洋服﹔
“食’， 可嘗山 珍 海 味 ， 佳銷美酒 ﹔
“ 住” 可居高樓大廈， 豪華別墅﹔
“行”有名貴汽車， 私人飛機． 尤其是

在今天， 科學發達，有許多新奇的東西
可供玩樂，也可到世界各名勝地區旅遊，
享受到比以前的帝王更舒適的生活．
二． 財富可使人朋友增多：俗語說： “貧
在鬧市無人悶，富在深山有遠親”． 所
羅門王也說： “財富使朋友增多，但窮人
朋友遠離．”因為許多世人都有勢利的
眼光， 現實的思想， 交朋友也以利益為
前提．
三． 財富可使人地位高昇：古今中外的
社會，很少不重富欺貧． 俗語說： “有錢
昇三分，無錢降輩份．’， 富人說的話是句
句 金玉，窮人的 意見常被人輕視． 正如
俗語所說： “先敬衣冠後敬人．’， “不信
但看是中酒，杯杯先敬有錢人．”

財富非萬能
一． 財富不能使人得到真正的快樂：金
錢雖可買到名貴的床禱，卻未必能得到
安甜的睡眠﹔金錢雖可買到山珍海味，
卻未必有良好的胃口可以享受﹔金錢雖
可買到許多新奇的娛樂器材，卻未必有
愉快的心情可以消遣﹔金錢雖可建造豪
華的住宅，但未必有溫暖甜蜜的家庭．
美國柯達照像器材公司的主人，他的產
品暢銷全世界，擁有無數的財富，但心

中卻十分煩悶，曾藉旅遊想排解心中的
苦悶，卻是以遊消愁愁更愁，最後走上
自殺的道路．
二． 金錢不能使人享有真正的平安：富
人常是歹徒綁票劫殺的對象，雖小心謹
慎，仍不免受晴算． 許多被綁票劫殺的
人雖是良善的公民， 與 人無仇， 然而，

“匹夫無罪，懷璧其罪．’， 象因牙被殺，
人因財遭害． 可見財富雖可帶給人許多
享受，也會帶給人許多危險．
三． 財富不能作人長遠的依靠：如以前
我們中國有一個人，名叫鄧通，他得到
漢文帝的寵愛， 官至上大夫， 並將四川
的銅礦賜給他，且九許他鑄錢， 於是他
成為巨富． 後來文帝死了， 景帝即位，
沒收他的財產，他最終因貧困而餓死．
所以聖經說： “不要勞碌求富， 休仗自
己的聰明． 你豈要定晴在虛無的錢財上
麼， 因為錢財必長翅膀，如鷹向天飛
去．”（覓言23章4至5節）
四． 財富不能使人享有健康與長壽：財
富雖被稱為人生的第二生命，但遠不如
健康與長壽． 因為那是第一生命．
1970年代， 菲律賓有一位富有的僑領，
他的事業遇到挫折，身體又患了嚴重的
疾病． 他的摯友寫信安慰他說： “金錢
損失，沒有損失﹔健康損失，有點損失﹔
品德損失， 完全損失．’， 但他回信說：

“金錢損失，沒有損失﹔品德損失，有點
損失﹔健康損失， 完全損失．’， 我覺得
兩個人所說的都對， 只是觀點的不同．
金錢是身外之物，雖然損失， 還能復得﹔
只要有健康，有生命氣息，不怕沒有金
錢． 如果喪失健康和生命，一切都完了．
耶穌曾說： “人若賺得全世界， 賠上自
己的生命， 有甚麼益呢？”（馬太16章
26節）
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財富的危害
世上的事物，常有正反 兩方面，財富也是如此．
俗語說： “磨刀恨不利，刀利傷人拈﹔求財恨
不多，財多害人 己．”財富對人有許多好處，但
也有許多害處，有時它的害處比好處 還多．到
底它對人對 己有甚麼害處呢？
一． 對品德的危害：哲學家培根說： “財富是
品德上的行李，是走向美德的一大障礙． 因為
財富之於品德，正如軍隊的轎重一樣，沒有它
不行，有了它又妨礙前進． 有時甚至因為要照
顧它，反而失去了勝利的機會．”也有人說：財
富是人品德上的陷井，使許多富有的人及其子
女，落入驕奢淫逸的羅網中．
二． 對於道德的危害：道德就是一種大家所應
循的法則，以及合於倫理的行為． 以往的人認
為 “男盜女婚”是不道德的，是犯罪的行為．
但在今日的世界，到處都是金錢掛帥，很多人
都在 “向錢看”， 只要能得到金錢，就不擇任
何手段，也不管它甚麼益與婚了．
益，就是賊與匪的一夥， 包括偷竊，搶劫和以
非法手段取得金錢，許多窮人為了生活，不惜
挺而走險，幹下偷，搶和綁架的犯行﹔但有些
人卻是為了享受，為了財富，不惜作奸犯科，
幹著販毒，走私，偷稅，漏稅，貪污舞弊的丑行，
竊國盜氏． 這類的消息， 我 幾乎每天都從日報
上看到． 許多國家的政要被揭出丑聞． 這些人
在年輕求學的時代， 幾乎都有崇高的理想和偉
大的心志， 準備將來做個福國利氏，造福社會
而留芳百世的人物﹔但一踏入社會，因經不起
金錢的試探和財富的誘惑，以致所作所為，反
而禍國殃民， 致為社會所揖素，身敗名裂， 遺
臭萬年．
蝠，是指那些以賣淫為工作的女子， 素來為人
所鄙視． 但在今日 “笑貧不笑婚”的社會，有
許多良家女子不是因為貧窮而出賣自 己，而是
在物質享受和金錢的誘惑下自甘墮落．
高新覺先生說： “金錢是一個無底的海，廉恥，
天良，真理，都會沉在這裡面．”
三． 對家庭的危害：財富雖能給家人帶來許多
享受， 但也可能給家人帶來許多危害． 俗語
說： “夫婦和其中自樂，子孫賢此外何求．”又
說： “父慈子孝全家福，兄友弟恭滿堂春．”但
財富對於家庭和諧的生活，常是幫助不足，而
破壞有餘． 許多富有的丈夫若不是公然的三妻
四妾，就是秘密的金屋藏嬌，使恩愛的夫妻反
目 成仇． 不少富有的家庭因為家產而兄弟閱牆，
同室操戈． 有人說，金錢雖是萬能，也是萬惡，

它能使人滅絕親情，破壞家庭的幸福，破壞至
親的情誼．
四． 財富對自身的危害：
1. 對自 己靈魂的危害：史克基說： “物質的富
足，常會引人到靈性的破產，金錢非常容易毀
滅一個人的靈魂．” 莎士比亞說： “黃金對於人
的靈魂較諸任何毒藥更可怕，而且在這可惡的
世界上殺人更多．”有不少的人願意以自己的
靈魂，向魔鬼換取今生的財富．
2. 對將來永福的危害：一個信徒對來世所存的
希望不但是到天堂和享永生，更重要的是得主
的稱贊與獎賞． 上天堂享永生的方法簡單， 只
要你接受耶穌為你的救主． 但要得到主的稱讚
和獎賞就不簡單了． 你一定要做一個良善和忠
心的管家，把祂托付你的生命，時間和財富管
理好，經營好． 不要把祂的托付擁為已有． 應
大力支持各種傳福音的事工，投資於拓展天圓
的事業，並要盡力幫助貧窮的人． 因為作在一
個微小的人身上，就是作在主的身上． 參與各
種傳福音的事工，是積財於天﹔濟助貧苦的人，
也是積財於天﹔聖經說： “憐憫貧窮的，就是借
給 耶和華， 他的善行 耶和華必償還．”（籤言
19章17節）
聖經並沒有說，信徒不可擁有財富，也沒有說
財富是萬惡的根源，而是說： “貪財是萬惡的
根源、．”並說： “有人貪戀錢財，就被引誘離了
真道， 用許多愁苦把自 己刺透了．”（提摩太前
書6章10節）
貪財會生出很多的罪． 有人因貪財而不惜挺而
走險，作奸犯科，走私漏稅，搶劫販毒， 貪污舞
弊，導致身敗名裂． 有時也會受到法律的處罰，
陷入牢獄之災． 耶穌教導信徒說： “一個人不
能事奉 兩個主人，不是惡這個愛那個，就是重
這個輕那個， 你們不能事奉上帝，又事奉財
物．’， “事奉”原有為奴的意思，一個基督徒
最容易犯的拜偶像的罪，可說是事奉錢財． 信
徒可以有金錢財物，但必須善於管理，要作財
富的主人，不要作財富的奴僕． 並絕對不可把
真神和財物一同敬拜，一同事奉．
上帝對以色列人說： “除了我以外， 你不可有
別的神．”祂今天也同樣對每一個基督徒這樣
說：你不可有別的神， 包括你的財富． 因為上
帝是忌邪的上帝． 如果我們能盡心盡性盡力愛
我們的上帝，單單的事奉祂，先求祂的國與祂
的義，祂必定能將我們所需要的賜給我們．
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大痲瘋的疾病

在舊約的時 代，大痲瘋是一種
極可怕驚人的病症． 因 它不但不可治
療，而且具有傳染的厲害作用． 所以患
者必須受 趕出，離開群眾，被稱為「不
潔J。

聖經所記載的大痲瘋，是預表靈
裡有罪，舊約中 患著大痲瘋有三個人．
現在我們要從這三人中，認識其病因，
療法及結呆。

（一）米利晴（民12:1-16)

﹒病因：論斷及毀謗之罪
摩西娶了古實女子為妻，米利

晴和亞倫因他所娶的古實女子就
毀謗他說：「難道耶和華單與摩西
說話，不也與我們說話麼？」（民
12: 1-3） . 耶和華聽見了，就向他
們兩人發怒，米利啥就長了如雪那
樣白的大痲瘋。
﹒療法：悔改，代求，關鎖

亞倫看見米利晴長了大痲瘋就
對摩西央求，不要因他們意味的罪
加在他們的身上． 摩西使哀求耶
和華，求祂醫治米利晴． 耶和華便
將米利晴在營外關鎖七天，潔淨後
才把 她領出來。 亞倫之悔改，摩西

之代求，及未利暗之關鎖， 終於使
她得了醫治。
﹒結果：得以潔淨

米利晴犯了論斷及毀謗的罪，不
但自己受了責罰，而且也連累了全
以色列百姓．在 她關鎖七天的時間，
百姓沒有行路，直等到把 她領出來．
（民12:15) 

一個人心靈有了病，全教會會受
影響． 教會是一個群體，若有一個

肢體受苦，所有的肢體也被連累．
所以務要當心，不可隨便論斷，毀
謗他人． 因為教會的分裂，往往是
由論斷或毀謗而引起的． 雅各書告
訴我們「舌頭是百體裡最小的火，
能點燃最大的樹林． 它是個罪惡的
世界，能污穢全身，也能把生命的
輪子點起來， 並且是從地獄裡點著．
舌頭是沒有人能制伏，是不止息的
惡物． 滿了害死人的毒氣．」（雅各
3:5-8）﹔所以當我們每次要 閉口說
話時， 首先悶悶：（一）這些話是否
真的？（二）這些話是否真正需說出
來？ （三）這些話是否能榮神益人？

摩西是被論斷的對象． 但是「他
為人極其謙和，勝過 世上的眾人j
（民12:3）. 他 並沒有發怒，也沒有
為自己辯護，更沒有存報復之心，
反而為論斷他的人代求． 求上帝醫
治米利睹。 摩西這種仁愛，寬 容，
忍耐的美德，實值得我們來效法
的。 所以當人若論斷我們時，我們
要學 習摩西，為論斷我們的人代求，
讓主為我們伸冤。

（二）乃鰻（列王紀下5:1一14)

﹒病因： 自高。驕傲之罪
乃緩走亞藺王的元帥，是一位大

能的勇士． 可惜他長了大痲瘋。 幸
得他家中有一個從以色列 國被磅
的女子，她在家中服事乃鏈的妻子，
便將 她所認識的神人以利沙介紹
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給他。
﹒療法：謙卑，聽從， 順服

乃綾心靈的疾病是驕傲． 而驕傲有三
個大支柱：

A.無子
驕傲的人自以為他比別人富有，

高明，能幹． 所以往往有輕視人的態
度． 乃綾是一位有名的大將軍，他能

夠聽從一個毫無地位被據之女子的意
見，就顯出他能夠謙卑地將架子脫落
了。
B. 面子

乃綾帶著車馬到了以利沙的家，
站在門前，他相信以利沙必親身出來
迎接他． 而站著求告耶 和華的名， 在

患 處以上搖手，治好了他的大痲瘋，
（王下5:11），想不到以利沙只打發一
個使者叫他去約但河沐浴七回． 因此，
乃縫之驕傲上升，就發怒，氣忿的轉
身 去了． 他僕人進前來，對他說：

「我父啊，先知若吩咐你作一 件大事，
你豈不作麼？ 何況說你去沐浴，而得
潔淨呢 . J於是，乃綾聽了僕人的勸
告，照著神人的話，在約但河沐浴七
回（王下5:13 14) . 他這樣做就證明
了他願意放下了他的自尊和 面子。
c.法子

驕傲的人相信他的辦法一定比
別人高超． 當乃鰻聽見以利沙叫他去
約但河沐浴時，他心裡不服，因為他
認為大馬色的河總比以色列一 切的水
更好． 然而，他最後終於放棄了他的
辦法，願意 遵照神人以利沙所吩咐的
去行。

﹒結果： 得以復原
因為乃縫之謙卑，聽從及順服，神就

醫好了他的痲瘋． 他的肉好像小孩子的
肉，終於潔淨了（列下5:14） 。

願我們學習像那位小女子，將福音的
好消息介紹給人， 拯救失喪的靈魂． 願
我們除去高驕的心態，學習謙卑，肯聽
從順服，因為「上帝阻擋驕傲的人，賜

恩給謙卑的人. J （彼前5:5）。

（三）基哈西（列下5:20-27)

﹒病因：欺哄貪財之罪
乃綾帶上傀物以報答以利沙． 以利沙

沒有接受，其僕人 基哈西因貪心，愛慕
銀子及衣裳，便 追 趕跑去對乃綾這樣說：

﹝我主人打發我來說，剛 才有兩個少年
人，是先知門徒，從以法蓮山來見我． 請
你賜他們一他連得銀子，兩套衣裳 . J乃
綾便將二他連得銀子及兩套衣裳交給僕
人（王下5:20-23） . 基哈西以欺哄得銀子，
向乃綾及以利沙說了謊話． 因此，以利

沙就對他說：「乃嫂的大痲瘋必沾染你
和你的後喬，直到永遠J （王下5:27） 。
﹒治療：沒藥可醫
﹒結果：患痲瘋而死亡

提前6:10「貪財是萬惡之根．有人貪
戀錢財，就被引誘離了真道，用許多愁苦

把自己刺透了．」古人言： 「人為財死，鳥

為食亡」，這話真可信！新約使徒行傳記
載亞 拿利亞及其妻撒非喇變賣田產，把
價銀自留下幾分，欺哄了聖靈，因此就仆
倒斷了氣死了（使5：卜10）.由此可見，欺
哄與貪財是多麼可怕呀！

願主幫助我們藉著三位長大痲瘋的人
得了警戒． 要 切 切記住：

（一）不要論斷， 也不可毀謗． 因為你在
甚麼事上論斷人， 就在甚麼身上定
自己的罪． 神必照真理審判你．（羅
2: 1-3) 

（二）不可自高驕傲， 因為我們所擁有的
一 切， 都是從神領受的． 沒有一項東
西是值得我們自誇的。

（三）不要欺哄貪財， 要凡事知足， 因
「主恩夠 我們用．」（ q，皮後12: 9), 
「要想念上 面的事， 不要思念地上
的事．」 （西3:2），因為世上一 切榮
華富貴都是暫時的， 萬物皆成為虛
空， 唯有在 基督裡 才是永恆的。
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October 21 ,  2010 :  Already in the church bus 

to catch the 7 pm boat for Surigao. In the bus 

were eleven other young people, all excited 

for the trip ahead. Microphones . . .  check .  

Songshe ets . . .  che c k .  A well practic ed 

program . . .  yeah, this evangelistic trip will be 

"business as usual" . . .  or so, we thought . 

A couple weeks back, the CGC Missions 

Committee saw it fit to assign the Soul 

Searchers and the CY F Praise Band to prepare 

for an evangelical program for two nights in 

Surigao Gospel Church, a sister church of CGC. 

The Praise Band was to lead the praise and 

worship for two nights and for the coming 

Sunday church service. The Soul Searchers 

planned to do a skit and sing three songs for 

the three day evangelical meet. October 

22-25, 2010 would be an opportune time for 

the group to go since it was semestral break 

for the student members. As for the working 

members, prayers were needed to allow our 

bosses to approve of our vacation leave . And 

thankfully, with God's grace, majority of the 

group were available for the trip. 

As we finished packing the things needed for 

the trip, we opened up with a word of prayer 

asking God to guide and to protect us and 

trusting everything upon His will. Little did we 

know, that was exactly the lesson we were 

going to learn. 

We arrived in Surigao after a very fun and 

sleep-deprived boat trip (we were not 

surprised by the lack of sleep considering we 

were with a group of young excited people ) .  

There at the arrival area of the port, w e  were 

met by Atsi Paz and Ahia Raymond who were 

kind enough to wait for us with transport to 

Surigao Gospel Church. The group packed into 

the bus and we were off, singing songs as loud 

as we can all the way. 

The smell of breakfast welcomed the group as 

we entered the church, a feast lovingly 

prepared by Ptr. Rosalinda Ng, who some of us 

remembered as Siansi Ni-it, from her days as 

counselor of the elementary CY F. After the 

scrumptious meal, we unloaded our stuff and 

ran-through a couple of songs to get ready for 

our first evangelical night . 

The first night went smoothly, the band led a 

couple of songs and Bok Su Un Hok preached 

to a crowd of around 20-30 people. The 

church was cozy and roomy enough to fit the 

members with space to spare.  Ace Te gave a 

testimonial on how God touched his life and 

how faithful our H eavenly Father is . The night 

ended with Pastor Ni-it saying a word of 

prayer. As the program was finishing, she 

approached us and asked if we should remind 

the attendees of the musical concert we were 

going to have the next night . 

Concert . . .  concert? The word shocked the 

group ! It turned out that the attendees were 
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expect ing a lengthier musical program which the 

group didn't prepare. Amidst the panic, the 

confusion and frustrat ion, the song "St ill" came into 

my mind . . .  lt turns out that for all the t imes we 

Christians pray for God's will to be done, many times 

we st ill want to keep the control until God gets the 

dr iver's wheel from us and tells us to sit and relax. 

This was one of those t imes. 

The group stayed up late for a totally different reason 

that night. No jokes . . .  no fun talk . . .  this was a t ime for 

planning and prayer. Before the night got too deep, 

with God's grace and help from the Soul Searchers 

who stayed in Cebu, the group expanded a two-song, 

one-sk it program to a lengthier seven-song program 

with one skit. 

The next day, the group woke up well rested and 

ready for a day of practice. The singing during the bus 

rides hardly stopped, it actual ly  became louder. As we 

arrived at church, we proceeded on practicing on our 

impromptu concert, only stopping for lunch at the 

house of Auntie Annie, who was celebrat ing her 

birthday on that day. We thank God for her, her 

hospitality and for her willingness to feed and take in 

a bunch of youngsters who sang happy birthday to 

her countless of t imes. 

Practice went on unt i l  it was t ime for the second 

night. We were ready despite the rush pract ice. We 

opened with a prayer asking God that no matter what 

happened that night, we knew that it was in H is hands 

and the blessing of the night was according to H is 

saying so. We also prayed for the sound system since 

it started to malfunct ion during the program time. 

The Soul Searchers opened with a song, "How Great 

is our God". Then, the sound system started to 

malfunction. It didn't stop the group from singing 

though, we kept on s i ng i ng even w i thout 

accompaniment. To the side, we could see the group 

praying for the sound system to be okay. The 

malfunction actually added meaning and purpose to 

the singing: that even if others won't sing, even if 

things go wrong, we Christ ians should keep on 

singing that truly our God is great. Thankfully, the 

sound system became okay after the first song and 

the program went on. Some of the members were 

assigned to speak in between songs. This, too, wasn't 

planned but despite the lack of preparat ion, the lack 

of scr ipts, God saw it f it  to use some of the members 

to give a powerful message through the words being 

said through them. 

The night went on and the songs were sang . . . .  the skit 

was performed and Bok Su gave his message . .. At the 

end of the night, I'm not sure how many members 

were touched by the program but that's total ly  

between them and God. I'm not sure if the words of 

the songs spoke to them but that depends on how 

opened they were to God's leading. But one thing is 

for sure . . .  I know that as the group finished the 

program that night, each one real ized that it real ly  

isn't about how good we are, how talented or ski l led 

we are, or even how well prepared we are. That night, 

God was in control of us, and He taught us what 

surrendering to H is will really is. 

TO GOD BE ALL TH E G LORY FOREVER AND EVER !  
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基督徒的 口
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經文： 詩篇第十五篇

這詩的作者大衛作王四十年，所
住的王宮是富麗堂皇，環境優美．而且
充滿了一 切的財物． 他享受普通人所

沒有的起居飲食．但是他雖住 在王宮裡
卻渴慕寄居 在上帝的帳幕中，住 在上帝
的聖山．為甚麼呢？這表明與上帝同 在
是好得無比的．正如使徒 保羅 在聯3:7
8所說的「只是我先前以為與我有益的，
我現 在因 基督都當作有損的．不但如此，
我也將萬事當作有損的，因我以認識我
主 基督為至寶．」

一． 二個問題． （詩15:1) 
在第一節，大衛王悶了兩問題

說： （耶 和華啊，誰能寄居 在桶的
帳幕？ 誰能住 在桶的聖山J當時
以帳幕為預備安放約櫃的地方，就
是 在大衛王所設帳幕裡（撒下6:17). 
聖山呢？ 是 在耶 路撒冷建築聖殿的
地方．
二 ． 基 督 徒 的 十一種品 德 ． （詩
15:2 5a) 

在第二節講到三個正 面的品德．
就是行為正直，作事公義，心裡說
實話的人．

行為正直． 作這詩的大衛王配
得是行為正直的人嗎？ 我們知道大
衛王是合神心意的人，卻不是完全
人． 可是從他兒子所羅門的見證說
他父親是怎樣的人呢？ 請看王上
3:6「所羅門說： 你僕人我父親大
衛用誠實、 公義、 正直的心行 在 禍
面前．．． 」這是所羅門 在夢中 向上帝

的禱告，提到他的父親大衛 在上帝

面前有正直的心
作事公義． 公義走上帝的 本性，

是完全無罪． 但世人沒有一個義人，
都是犯罪作惡的人． 虧久了上帝的
榮 耀． 因此主耶 穌要道成向身， 降
世作人，為罪人捨命， 流出寶血來
救贖信祂的人，不至滅亡，反得永
生． 主耶 穌的捨命，無罪代替有罪
的是為著滿足上帝公義的要求． 這
樣，要到上帝的帳幕，住 在上帝聖
山的人，應該是重生得救的人． 有
以主的義為義的人，過著成聖的生
活的人． 也是靠聖靈作事的人．

心裡說誠實話的人． 世人說話
大多口是心非，作 基督徒的話語應
該是就說是，非就說非． 禱求上帝
更應該為是非分明的人． 如果不從
心裡說誠實話的人，就沒有資格寄
居 在上帝的帳幕和住 在上帝的聖山．

偉大的Emmanuel Kant有一位年
老的父親，這老年人 在波蘭經過礦
野危險 的 路 ． 要 回 到 他 的原籍
Silesia， 在途中他遇到一群的強
盜， 搶了他所有貴重的東西． 最後
問「你有給我們所有的東西嗎？」
直到他回答「所有的」 才去． 強盜
去後，他發現有一金塊縫 在他的外
衣． 他立刻回頭去 追那些強盜， 找
到了，告訴他們在外衣還有這金塊．
奇怪的，這些強盜沒有一個 拿他的

金塊． 一個將他的皮包送回， 另一
個給回他的祈禱冊， 另一個牽了他
的馬幫他坐馬． 最後同聲的懇求他
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的祝福． 這年老人是心裡說誠實話的人．
在第三節有三個負面的品德． 就是他

不以舌頭護謗人，也不惡待朋友． 也不隨
夥毀謗鄰里．

不以舌頭境謗人． 我們的舌頭常常進
謗人． 在舊約民12:1-11，我們看到摩西
的姐姐米利晴和哥哥亞倫因他娶了古實
的女子為妻就毀謗他．言寬謗和毀謗的意義
差不多． 就是心裡不滿，說人壞話． 後來

上帝發怒使米利晴長大痲瘋． 我們若用舌
頭境謗人，就不配寄居上帝的帳幕和住在
上帝的聖山．

不惡符朋友． 朋友應當彼此相愛，彼
此以愛心相待， 才配稱為朋友． 基督徒不
但是朋友而且是互為肢體． 若左手打右手，
左腳踢右腳，彼此惡待， 都不是祂所喜悅
的． 這樣的人怎能寄居上帝的帳幕和住在
上帝的聖山？

不隨夥毀謗鄰里． 基督徒的鄰里不但
是住在附近的人． 而有更廣闊的意義． 在
路10:29-37記載了主所設的比喻，就是
「好撒瑪利亞人」 的故 事． 主耶穌在回答
一個律 法師所悶的問題：「誰是我的鄰舍
呢？」 說，有一個人被強盜打得半死． 有
一個祭司和利未人經過那裡沒有幫助他！
後來有一個撒瑪利亞人經過那裡， 才上前
用油和酒倒在他的傷處， 包里好了，扶他
騎上自己的牲口，帶到店裡照應他． 你想
這三個人，那一個是個落在強盜手中的鄰
舍呢？ 當然是那撒瑪利亞人．

鄰舍就是鄰里， 基督徒如呆看到鄰舍
被人毀謗引起糾紛，應盡力調解，幫助安
慰，不要加柴加火． 隨夥毀謗鄰里的人怎
樣寄居上帝的帳幕和住在上帝的聖山呢？

第四節提到三個正面的品德． 就是他
眼中藐視匪類卻尊重敬畏上帝的人，他發
了誓雖然自己吃虧，也不更改．

他眼中藐視匪類． 匪類不只是指那些
打劫奪食的土匪而已，更是上帝的敵人．
上帝的敵人就是撒但，敵基督，說謊的，
不認耶穌基督的等等．（看約一書2:18, 22) 

撒上第十七章記載以色列人的敵人歌
利亞來罵陣． 以色列人看見他都逃跑了
但大衛卻藐視他說：「這未受割禮的非利
士人是誰呢？竟敢向永生上帝的軍隊罵陣
麼？」 他看見大街上陣就指著自己的假神
咒詛大衛． 但大衛卻不怕他，因為他靠永
生耶和華的名 ﹔他眼中藐視匪類歌利亞
說：「你來攻擊我是靠刀槍和銅栽． 我來
攻擊你是靠永生耶和華的名，就是你所怒
罵帶領以色列軍隊的上帝﹒」 結果大衛用
甩石的機器去攻擊歌利亞，用石打中歌利

亞的額，他就打倒在地． 大衛上前用歌利
亞的刀砍下歌利亞的頭．

卻尊重敬畏耶和華的人． 基督徒無論
在甚麼地方遇到另一位基督徒﹔雖然生活
習慣不同，語言風俗不同，卻是一見如故 ，

因為他們是尊重敬畏耶和華的人． 一位敬
畏上帝的人就可以寄居上帝的帳幕和住
在上帝的聖山．

他發了誓雖然自己吃虧， 也不更改．

人起了誓， 因為吃虧便反悔， 佔便宜，
不肯吃虧，不守自己的諾言． 世上的人多
是如此，但是我們知道，上帝是信實的上
帝，人自己不信實，怎能到信實的上帝的
面前呢？

第五節提到二個反面的品德﹔就是他
不放債取利，不受賄路以害無辜．

不放債取利． 世人怎樣我們不去管他
們， 基督徒應當怎樣呢？ 基督徒不應欠人
不還，也不要借錢給人． 有人需要錢濟急，
你最好不是借給他而是幫助他． 借而不遷，
好友也成為仇敵． 古語說得好「仁義莫交
財， 交財仁義絕」 ﹒ 通常是借易還難． 為
著借錢， 至親反目，那倒不如量力幫助他．

不受賄路以害無辜． 地上貪官污吏很
多． 不管是非為了錢去害人的人不少． 只
要錢，不管別人死活． 這種人當然不配就
近上帝．

基督徒應照以上的十一個品德去行這
詩的最後兩句話「行這些 事的人， 必永不
動搖﹒」
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fter the Assyrians destroyed Samaria, Athe Ten Northern Tribes of Israel 
disappeared forever.  They scattered 

into the four winds, and never reorganized 
themselves into a country ever again.  Some 
might have fled South into Judea.  Those who 
were forced to live in other places mingled 
with the local populace.  As time passed, they 
lost their original identities and became part 
of their new community.  Those who stayed 
intermarried with other Assyrian deportees, 
and adopted a more Mesopotamian culture.

Many people today claim to be descendants 
of the “Ten Lost Tribes”.  These include certain 
ethnic groups in Afghanistan, China, India, 
Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan, and Yemen.  Perhaps 
the most famous of these claimants are a 
group called the Samaritans, who claim to be 
direct descendants of the tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasseh.  The Samaritans practiced a  
religion very similar to pre-exile Israel, but 
often came into conflict with their Jewish 
neighbors (more on that later).

The destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
subsequent exile of its nobility and educated 
class, was a great blow to their psyche as a 
people.  It was bad enough that the Judeans 
lost their homes, belongings, their Temple, 
and their country.  Worst of all, their God lost 
to  the gods of  these uncircumcised 
Babylonians!  Does it mean that their god was 
weaker?  After all, that was indeed what the 
people at that time believed.

The exiles seized on a face-saving explanation: 
their God wasn’t weak, he just abandoned 
them.  Why wouldn’t he forsake them?  They 
broke many of his commandments.  They  had 
been sinful and wicked,  They worshiped 

many gods from him.  And now they were 
reaping the consequences of their actions!  

Archaeologists have found plenty of idols 
(particularly of Asherah, who ancient 
Israelites may have believed to be Yahweh’s 
consort) in Israelite homes dating back to the 
pre-Exile period.  No idols dating after the 
Exile were ever found.  Could it be that at long 
last, the Judeans have finally learned to obey?

Babylonian Living

How difficult was life under captivity?  As it 
turned out, it wasn’t so bad after all.  Keep in 
mind that this wasn’t the first time the 
Babylonians invaded Judea and deported its 
people – the famous Daniel and his friends 
were taken to Babylon during the time of King 
Jehoiakim.  So there was already a support 
system when the final deportees arrived in 
Babylon.  This made it much easier for them 
to adjust to their new lives.

Of course, life was no bed of roses.  They 
didn’t have complete religious freedom. At 
times, they were persecuted.  Daniel had a 
date with a few hungry lions; his friends 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednigo were 
tossed into a very hot oven.   But by the by, the 
Babylonians didn’t treat them too harshly.

As it turns out, the real danger facing the 
Judeans was assimilation, not persecution.  If 
they felt safe and comfortable, they might 
decide to stay and adopt the culture of their 
new home.  Why go back to quaint provincial 
Jerusalem when you’re in the cosmopolitan 
capital of Babylon?  If they were not careful, 
the Judeans would easily lose their customs 
and way of life as time passes, just as what 
happened to the Israelites.
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Welcome to the third of our irreverent history series on the history of Christianity.  We hope to eventually cover the origins, 
development, and current state of Christianity.  try to provide a general understanding of the topic – so, what you read here will be 
quite general.  We try to cover history in general terms and present the majority view, but our research is not perfect.  Brickbats (and 
much more preferably bouquets) can be directed to our e-mail address at history@cebugospelchurch.com.

In our previous installment, we saw how the nation of Israel split in half, and gradually deteriorated into very weak client states for 
the major powers in the region: the Assyrians, Babylonians, and the Egyptians.  Southern Israel lasted 136 years longer than the 
North, but would eventually fall to the might of the Neo-Babylonians.  The victorious Nebuchadnezzar deported the nobility and 
priests to Babylon - how will the Judeans  survive their greatest test ever?

“Part 3: Dark Days of the Diaspora”



Thus, the religious leaders looked for ways to 
ensure the survival of their beliefs and traditions 
while in exile.  Previously, they had to go to the 
Holy Temple to worship God and offer sacrifices.  
This was no longer possible after the Temple was 
destroyed.  Burnt offerings were substituted with 
prayer – it was easier to hide.  It became legal for 
them to worship God from wherever they are, 
giving rise to houses of worship later on.

The priests wanted to make sure that their children 
and grandchildren would never forget their original 
roots.  Judah’s religious edicts and oral history 
were put into writing, finalizing what is today the 
Torah, first five books of the Bible.  The books of 
Chronicles were also written during this time.

When you first read it, Chronicles seems to 
duplicate what was already written in Samuel and 
Kings.  But there is a difference: Chronicles was 
written by the priests, so Israel was viewed as a 
religious community instead of a nation.  
Chronicles was less harsh in judging kings of the 
past, and it was more optimistic on the future.
It ended where the book of Ezra begins – on a 
happy note.  The exile was about to end!   

Homeward Bound

Under the leadership of Cyrus the Great, the 
Persians (people from Iran)  started a campaign to 
conquer the empires around them.  Babylon fell 
quite quickly, in 539 BCE.  You may recall the 
famous “Writing on the Wall” story told in Daniel 
5:1-31, where king Belshazzar was slain by the 
invading Persians.

Cyrus the Great was different from the Assyrians 
and the Babylonians – he gave limited freedom to 
his new subjects.  He allowed the exiles to return 
home to Jerusalem, letting them take back the 
relics taken by Nebuchadnezzar from the Temple.  
And they did – over 42,000 of them.  The Exile 
turned out to be less than 50 years long.

Why was Cyrus so generous?  Perhaps he felt a 
kinship with the Judeans, since their religions both 
believe in a single god (before their conversion to 
Islam, the Iranians practiced Zoroastrianism).  Or 
maybe he wanted to be loved by all as a 
magnanimous ruler.  In any case, Cyrus was viewed 
as a heroic figure in the Hebrew Bible (Isaiah even 
called him a Messiah).  In fact, the Judeans never 
rebelled against the Persian empire like they did 
with future occupiers.

The rebuilding of the Temple began, but there was 
some opposition from the Samaritans, who were 
now living in the land of Israel.  Samaritans were 
viewed as mixed-breed foreigners – their ancestors 
married people from other lands who were 
deported there by the Assyrians.  When the 
Samaritans offered to help in rebuilding, the Jews, 
who viewed religious purity as very important, 
rejected it.

The Samaritans did not take this rejection very 
well.  They tried to block the Temple from being 
rebuilt, and managed to completely stop all 
construction work until 521 BCE.  The prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah actively pushed the people 
to rebuild the temple, taking advantage of a new 
regime in Persia.

When Darius, Cyrus’ son-in-law, took over the 
throne in Persia, Samaritan leaders sent him a 
letter hoping to make him kill the project entirely.  
The plan backfired; Darius even funded the 
temple’s completion.  Six years later, in 515 BCE, 
the Temple was finally finished to great joy.

A plot to kill off all the Jews surfaced during the 
reign of Xerxes, the son of Darius.  Fortunately for 
them, the plot was foiled by a beauty contest 
winner with the help of her uncle Mordecai.  This 
story, told in Esther, explains the origin of an 
important  Jewish  fest iva l  ca l led  Pur im .  
Incidentally, Xerxes tried to conquer all of Greece.  
The movie “300”, which tells of a battle between 
Persia and Sparta, featured Xerxes as a villain.

Reconstruction

Artaxerxes, Xerxes’ son and successor, sent two 
very important emissaries to check on the city’s 
reconstruction.  There is an ulterior motive here.  
The war against Greece ended humiliatingly for 
Persia, and the Egyptians were taking advantage of 
Persian weakness.  Artaxerxes needed eyes in 
Israel to make sure the people living there would 
remain loyal to Persia (they had a habit of siding 
with Egypt against the Assyria and Babylon.)

The first emissary sent was Ezra, who was a scribe 
by profession (someone who copies scrolls by 
hand).  He was a descendant of Seraiah, high priest 
during Jeremiah’s time.  Ezra was sent to Jerusalem 
to teach the law of Moses to the Jews living there.

The second emissary was Nehemiah, who was 
Artaxerxes’ personal cupbearer.  Most likely a 
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Israel would not be an independent country for 
thousands of years, its people enjoyed relative 
protection from outside invasion.  

But all was not well with the Persian empire.  A 
great power would soon emerge from Europe, an 
empire led by an ambitious and brilliant young king 
from Macedon. 

Find out what happens to the Jews in our next 
irreverent installment, as Alexander the Great 
begins his long march to Asia.

eunuch, Nehemiah was very sad that Jerusalem 
still had no walls after Babylon destroyed them.  So 
the king appointed him Jerusalem’s governor, and 
gave him the task to rebuild the city’s walls.  

Both men didn’t like what they saw in Jerusalem.  
Nehemiah saw a weak and defenseless city whose 
walls still laid in rubble.  Ezra saw the people 
intermarrying with foreign wives, in danger of 
losing their cultural identity just like the people 
from the northern kingdom.

Ezra acted decisively, quickly enforcing a policy of 
racial purification. Jews who married foreign 
women had to divorce their wives and send away 
their children if they wish to remain in Jerusalem.  

Even by the standards of the past, it was a 
controversial measure.  But it worked to preserve 
Jewish “purity”.  Think about it: the Jews survived 
mass deportation with their culture intact.  
Nobody else was able to do this in history.  

As governor of Jerusalem, Nehemiah immediately 
began to rebuild the city walls.  Although the 
Samaritans, Ammonites, Arabs and Philistines 
tried to sabotage the project, it was finished in 
record time, rebuilt in less than two months.  

Ezra and Nehemiah had a fruitful collaboration.  
Ezra taught and enforced the law of Moses, and 
focused on keeping the Jews set apart from the 
non-Jews (gentiles). Nehemiah sponsored 
programs to repopulate Jerusalem, and supported 
Ezra’s purification programs.  

The effort was not a complete success.  Nehemiah 
completed his 12-year term and returned to Persia.  
Years later, he was reappointed by Artaxerxes and 
returned to Jerusalem.  He had to repeat the 
purification programs after the people lapsed into 
their “sinful” ways of marrying foreign women and 
not keeping the Sabbath and Temple holy.

Malachi, who prophesied during the time of 
Nehemiah’s second return, was the last prophet of 
Israel.  The Great Assembly, a body of 120 scribes, 
prophets, and elders was constituted as the main 
authority in Judaism.  It standardized religious 
practices and the Hebrew canon, and was the 
forerunner of the body called the Sanhedrin.

Towards an Uncertain Future

The Jews emerged from their Exile with their 
heritage intact and faith strengthened.  Although 

Hebrews, Israelites, Judeans, Jews.  
What’s the Difference?

As we dig deeper into the history of Christianity, you 
might be wondering what the difference is between 
the Hebrews, Israelites, Judeans, and Jews.  Here’s 
a short primer!

Ÿ Hebrews.  The term originates from the word 
 which means to pass over.  This is used to ,”עברי“
refer to the descendants of Abraham, before 
they invaded Canaan with Joshua’s leadership.

Ÿ Israelites.  Essentially, this means child of 
Israel  (also known as Jacob).  This term is 
synonymous with Hebrews, and is used to refer 
to the people after they invaded Canaan.  This 
indicates division by blood relation.

Ÿ Israelites and Judeans.  After the kingdom 
split into two, we had two countries, the North 
(called Israel) and the South (called Judah).  
People from the North were still called 
Israelites, but people in the South were now 
Judeans.  The division has shifted to location.

Ÿ Jew.  This refers to adherents of Judaism, the 
religion created by the Judeans who returned 
from the Exile.  This is division by religion.

Ÿ Semite.  The word comes from Shem, one of 
the sons of Noah.  This is a broad term that 
includes many people from Mesopotamia, 
including the Hebrews.  Today, the term anti-
Semetic means someone who is against all Jews.

Ÿ Zionist.  The root word is Zion, another name 
for Jerusalem.  It refers to the people who 
campaigned for the establishment of an 
independent Jewish state in the land of Israel.  
Their effort succeeded when modern Israel was 
established by the United Nations in 1948. 

People who live in today’s Israel are called Israelis.  
They can either be Jewish (by blood or religion) or 
non-Jewish (gentile in the Bible).  Israel is the only 
country in the world with a Jewish majority today, 
although this may change in the future.

 



漫談過新年

聖經： 「耶和箏在生產地曉諭產且正
盆說：你們要以本月為正月，為一年之
首． 」（出12:1-2)

因此，且皇丘止 人每年慶賀新年度的 習
俗，與他們民族蒙神救贖的歷史有密
切的關條． 他們出盛產時本是四月，因
遵從神的當意，便改為正月，稱為 「亞
筆月」，表徵新生活的開始．

追溯當時4皇」止 人，處在皇之 法老的
權威下，被迫為奴工，受盡轄制， 虐待，
苦不堪言，他們唯有向神哀嘆訴若． 於
是耶和華便向產且顯現諭知說： 「我
的百姓在益主所受的困苦，我實在看
見了． 他們因受督工的轄制所發的哀
聲，我也聽見了． 我原知道他們的痛苦．

我下來是要救他們脫離皇之 人的手，
頌他們出了那地，到美好寬闊流奶與
蜜之地．．．．．．」（出3:7-8）. 於是度重便
奉行神的諭示， 率領此皇」止全會眾脫
離益主地， 向著神所應許之地邁進，
開始承奉新生的篇章．

皇之 是多神教， 並且也是罪惡充斥的
國家． 神因為盜墓 法老的心固執剛硬，

不讓且皇」止 人離開皇之 ． 便先後逐一
使出九個災殃的神蹟， 擊：責皇之 人所
崇奉的假神，作為警戒他們，唯有耶和

華是獨一無二的真神．

但是皇之 法老的心， 仍然頑固剛硬． 不
肯謙虛讓步，讓且直」止離開他的境界，
反而更加嚴厲苛刻地加重他們的奴役．
於是耶和華便對庄重說： 我要再使一
件災殃臨到法老和基主 人，然後他 必
容許你們離開這地． （出l1: 1). 同時耶

和華便向摩西 在倫宣佈逾越節之禮．

並吩咐且皇」止全會眾申明說， 要在正
月十日，每家逃選一隻一歲的無殘疾
羊羔． 要留在十四日宰殺， 各家要取點
血， 塗在嘆羊羔的房屋左右的門框和
門楣上． 出些基十二章第八節說： 「當
夜要嘆羊羔的肉，用火烤了，與無酵餅

和苦菜同嘆．」

逾越節，在且皇丘止的歷史中，一直延續
著，預表耶穌是後來逾越節的羔羊． 正
如使徒保羅說： 「．．．．．．因為我們逾越
節的羔羊一基督，已經被殺獻祭了．」
（林前5:7) ）. 所以，神吩咐說，不可把
羊羔切開噢，要嘆完整的． 表明主耶穌
死時，一根骨頭也不拆斷． 象徵著基督
徒在信仰上是一致的．

出埃及記十二章十一節說： 「你們嗔
羊 羔當腰間束帶，腳上穿鞋，手上拿杖，
趕緊的噢，這是耶和華的逾越節. J可
見守逾越節， 必須腰間 「束帶」，束帶
走要有 動作． 基督徒蒙救贖後，在行

為上要有謙虛做醒地等候的意思． 守
逾越節，腳上 必須穿上鞋． 「穿鞋」是
預備走 路． 走走福音的 路． 使徒保羅
說： 「又用平安福音，當作預備走 路的
鞋穿在腳上． 」（弗6:15）. 這些 人所走
過的 路，就留下佳 美的腳踩． 所以信徒
必須特別重視屬靈行裝的裝備 ，要有

完善穩健的基本， 才能對抗仇敵晴地
裡的突擊． 守逾越節，手中 必須拿杖．
「拿杖」 就是要手捧著讀聖經． 「聖

經」 是象徵我們的杖，也是屬靈的寶
劍．益蠱勉勵我們說： 拿著聖靈的寶劍，
就是神的道 一 聖經． （弗6:17）往昔聖
靈不但默示先知和使徒寫成聖經，而
且還隨時隨地成 動信徒以聖經對抗魔
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鬼的攻擊． 昔日益皇」止人， 本認為出生產是
十分艱難，但他們 遵從神的吩咐， 竟毫無難
處． 所以我們無論處在任何逆境，只要不懷
疑地專心仰望神，一 切難題 必能化險為夷．

神的訓喻： 「你們要守無酵節，因為我正當
這日把你們的軍隊從些基地領出來，所以你
們要守這日，作為 世 世代代永遠的定例． 從
正月十四日晚上，直到二十一日晚上，你們
要嘆無酵餅． 」（出12:17-18). 「酵」是象徵
腐敗，污穢，也就是罪． 從十四日到二十一
日，整整七日，是屬靈的整數． 除酵節，也是
神要清除人 世間一 切罪孽． 當主耶穌被釘十
字蕪的頭一日，便是無酵餅的節日，也是逾
越 節． 在屬靈的意識上，主耶穌是逾越節的
羊羔，主耶穌也是生命的糧． 這是主耶穌親

口所說的： 「我是從天上降下來生命的糧．
人若嘆這糧，就 必永遠活著． 我所賜的糧，
就是我的肉，為 世人之生命所賜 的． 」（約
6: 51)﹔「喂我肉喝我血的人，常在我裡面，
我也正常在他裡面．」（約6:56）﹔當主耶穌被
貴的那一夜， 拿起餅來， 祝謝了，親手學問

說： 「這是我的身體，為你們捨的，你們應
當如此行，為的是記念我．．．．．．這杯是用我的
血所立的新約，你們每逢喝的時候，．．．．．．為
的是記念我．」（林前l1: 24-25）.因而每當我
們想起我們敗壞不堪的人 ，得蒙神的憐恤，
成為罪人蒙恩典． 所以我們應該領會益益益
蠱的勸勉說： 「要脫去你們從前行為上的舊
人． 這舊人是因私慾的迷惑，漸漸變壞． 又
要將你們的心志改換一新． 並且穿上新人．
這新人是照著神的形像造的，有真理的仁義
和聖潔．」（弗4:22-24) . 「舊人」是指人得
救以前的舊生命﹔脫去舊人即棄絕過去罪惡
的生活． 所以使徒保羅一方面勸威信徒不要
像外邦人行事，目空一 切的說大話﹔ 另一方
面積極地勉勵信徒要更新行為． 就是要以愛

為出發點，作神光明的子民． 「新人」是指
在基督裡的新生命﹔穿上新人，就是按照真
道使心志更新，過仁義聖潔的生活．益益益
蠱接連勸勉說：「不要彼此說謊． 因你們已經
脫去舊人，和舊人行為，穿上新人． 這新人
在知識上漸漸更新，正如造他主的形像．」
（西3:9-10）. 所以在我們新生命的開始， 應
該互相呼應這三個願望：

一．要杜絕偶像一出埃及記二章二 至三節說：
「我是耶和華你的神，曾將你從生墓地為
奴之家領出來． 除了我以外，你不可有別
的神. J這雖然是昔日神鄭重的警告且乙
型百姓說的，照樣也是提醒後 世信徒要格
外地警惕！因為神是忌邪的，祂的原委是：

1.祂絕不 容忍祂的子氏，將祂應得的尊榮
歸給人手所造的偶像

2.祂更不能 容恕祂的子氏， 昏昧地去膜拜
虛f良的偶像．

3.若是糊塗無知地去膜拜偶像，對他的身
心，是得不到益處， 僅是徒勞無功的．

二．要認識神一何西阿書六章三節說： 「我
們務要認識耶和華， 竭力追求認識祂．」
倘若我們能 切實的追求認識神，我們就會
衷誠地愛神﹔我們若虔誠地愛神，我們便
會自然而然愛所有的芳鄰． 所以丘蠱且說：
「敬畏耶和華是智慧的開端，認識 至聖者
便是聰明．」有些學者曾領悟到認識神是
至上的榮耀！所以我們且從先知此主且在

以賽亞書十一章裡，所預言基督作王的靈
異事跡﹔

1.基督賦有神的靈 以賽亞書十一章二節
說： 「耶和華的靈 必住在祂身上，就是
使祂有智慧和聰明的靈， 謀略和能力的
靈，知識和敬畏耶和華的靈．」當基督
作王，有堅卓的大德行，大 才能執掌祂
的職權． 因祂尊敬神， 並以神的話意為
依歸．

2.基督是公義信實的君王一 以賽亞書十一
章四 至五節說： 「卻以公義審判貧窮人，
以正直判斷 世上的謙卑人． 以口中的杖
擊打 世界． 以嘴裡的氣殺戮惡人． 公義
必當祂的腰帶． 信實 必當祂脅下的帶

子．」基督以明辨是非， 審判公正為準
則． 祂絕對不寬容作惡的人，對於犯案

的 必定施以審判懲處．

3.基督是和平的君王 以賽亞書十一章第
九節說： 「在我聖山的遍處，這一 切都
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不傷人， 不害物﹔因為認識耶和華的知
識 要充滿遍地 ， 好像水充滿洋海一
般． 」 當基督作王治理的局勢下﹔兇狼
的野獸能與純良的 動物和平共處， 吃肉
的 動物轉變為吃草， 不再有互相殘殺的
形跡． 那 時小孩子 女要牽引牠們走
動， 呈現出人獸和諧相處． 恢復起初人
類未犯罪時的大自然的壯觀． 這是描述
末 世基督作玉的昇平景象． 因為大多數
的人們 都一致的高舉神， 忠心 遵守神的
首意．

三．要獻上成恩的祭－本益在 詩篇一百十六
篇十七 節 說 ： 「 我 要 以 成謝為祭獻給
禍． 」本盔的閱歷， 滿有神的同在， 滿有
神的恩息． 由 於他因成佩神的恩典， 寫下
了 詩篇一百零三篇． 人們稱它為「成恩」
的 詩篇． 他在 詩篇裡， 閉 門見山頌揚地
說：「我的心哪， 你要稱頌耶和箏， 凡在
我裡面的， 也要稱頌祂的聖名． 我的心哪，
你要稱頌耶和華， 不可忘記祂的一 切恩
患． 」（ 詩103：卜2）. 且參閱本盒對神讚許

的成過：

1.神有赦罪之恩一「祂赦免你的一 切罪
孽． 」（ 詩103:3上半節）． 在約翰福音三
章十六節說： 「神愛 世人， 甚 至將祂的
獨生子賜給他們， 叫一 切信祂的不 至滅
絕， 反得永生． 」

2.神有醫治之恩一「祂醫你們一 切的疾
病． 」（ 詩103:3下半節）． 神不但醫治我
們身心的疾病， 更要醫治我們心靈的疾
病． 昔日主耶穌曾經醫治大痲瘋， 癱瘓，
婦 女患 血漏， 瞎眠， 啞吧， 痛子等病症－

3.神有救命之恩一「祂救贖你的命脫離死
亡． 」（ 詩103:4上半節）． 主盒一生的經
歷： 前有益蠱的 追逐， 後有捏注益的悴
道， 續有鄰邦的攻擊． 但全能的神， 都

逐一施行拯救， 使他擺脫一 切凶險的危
難．

4.神有賞賜之恩一 「祂以仁愛和慈悲為你
的冠冕． 」（ 詩103:4下半節）． 「冠冕就
是賞賜 的表徵． 」 使徒益蓋說： 「那美

好的仗我已經打過了， 當跑道的路我已
經跑盡了， 所信的道我已經守住了． 從
此以 後， 有公義 的冠 冕為我存留．

．．．」（提後4:7-8）. 這冠冕是神將要
賞賜那些忠心烙守真道的人．

5.神賜予長壽之恩一 「祂用美物，使你所

願 的得以知足， 以致你如鷹反老還
童．」（詩103:5). 「如鷹反老還童」一
向來老鷹每逢春天時節， 就要脫去舊的
羽毛， 隨後就要長出新的羽毛來． 其寓
意是人的青春常駐， 滿有生命的活力．

使生命延長．

6.神有伸冤之恩一 「耶和華施行公義， 為
一切受屈的人伸冤． 」（詩103:6）. 神憐
惜那些被人輕蔑， 委屈的人． 就是被人
無緣無故受誣罔， 毀謗，挑剔，排擠，冤
屈的人， 神必為他們 伸張公義， 施，審
判， 並懲罰那些作惡的人．

7.神有應許之恩一 「但耶和華的慈愛歸於

敬畏祂的人， 從互古到永遠， 祂的公
義，也歸於子子孫孫， 就是那些遵守祂
的約， 記念祂的訓詞而遵守的 ．」（詩
103: 17）. 神曾經應許亞伯拉罕三件事：
一． 他的後喬要承亟血地為業（創12:7﹔
15: 18﹔26:3）. 二． 他們要成為大國（創
17: 6）. 三． 列國都要因他們得福． 「且
盤且（亞伯拉罕）信耶和華， 耶和華 就以
此為他的義．」（創5:6）. 神後來也向且
蠱，挂主重複祂的應許． 因他們遵守神
的約和訓詞．

主盆因�佩神一切的恩患， 他再三重複地
說： 「你們作祂的諸軍， 作祂僕役，行 祂
所喜悅的， 都要稱頌耶和華． 你們一切被
祂造的， 在祂所治理各處， 都要稱頌耶和
華． 我的心哪， 你要稱頌耶和華．」所以，
凡是承受神的恩息， 都要以成謝為祭獻給
神！

但願我們在過新年之際， 慎重地數算神一
切的恩患﹔我們要澈底地成悟，我們的身
心要煥然更新， 以 迎合神的喜悅！
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We l ive i n  a wor ld that is fi l l ed with 

Am bigu ity. But  what does a m b igu ity rea l ly 

m ea n ?  How does it affect us? Are we 

sca red of it? Shou ld  we be excited a bout  

i t?  H ow does it s hape the  person who we 

a re today? H ow does it affect ou r  thoughts 

or o u r  be l iefs? Is it  even re leva nt? Does 

a m bigu ity rea l ly matter? 

Ten yea rs ago, it  wou l d  have been ha rd to 

i magi ne  that fi rst year  h igh schoo l  kids a l l  

over o u r  cou ntry wou l d  cons ider  having a 

ce l l -phone as  a norm a l  th i ng.  Twenty 

yea rs ago, it wou l d  have been cons idered 

a taboo for a gir l  to ask a boy out fo r a date 

and  even more so if she  were the one  to 

pay for the b i l l  for the i r  fi rst date . Th i rty 

yea rs ago, it wou l d  have been i m poss ib l e  

to  t h i n k  of  havi ng a b lack  Pres ident of  the  

U n ited States of  America . 

I n  a l l  t h ree c i rcumsta nces, a m bigu ity has  

shown i t s  sk in  a n d  done its work. Whether 

it i s  fo r good or  bad,  that i s  for you to 

cons ider. Though we do  not l i ke the word 

a m bigu ity so m uch,  the truth of the 

matter  i s ,  we l ive with  it day by day. 

Am bigu ity is often the wi nd  that s l aps o u r  

face the  moment w e  wa ke u p .  I t  i s  the 

p la in  and s imp le  truth .  I t  i s  someth ing  we 

have to l ive wit h .  It is someth i ng that rea l l y  

matters . 

Yet for us  Ch r ist i ans, there is a s i lver l i n i ng 

i n  th i s  a m biguous  wor ld .  The thought of 

knowing the  one s imp le  yet powerfu l 

truth has  stayed the sa me throughout  the 

m i l l e nn i a :  the  truth of God ' s  l ove for us  

and  Ch r ist ' s  savi ng grace for those who 

be l i eve i n  H im and accept H im as  Lord and  

Savio r. 

Th is  savi ng grace, wh ich  i s  a gift, is the 

b iggest th ing that sets us  a part from non­

be l ievers .  I t  i s  our  treasu re .  I t  i s  our  secret . 

But  it i s  not the ki nd of secret we keep  on ly 

to o u rselves.  I t  is someth i ng  we a re 

supposed to s ha re with a l l  mank i nd .  The 

q uest ion is :  a re you sha ri ng  th i s  secret 

with a l l  you r  friends  a n d  fa m i ly? Or a re 

you keep ing th i s  secret to you rse lf? 

Be ing a Ch risti a n  i n  these a m biguous 

t imes is a b igger b u rden  fo r those who 

tru ly u ndersta nd  God 's  wi l l .  As Ch r ist ia ns, 

we have the respons i b i l ity not on ly  to 

spread God ' s  word but a l so to be a l ight i n  

t h i s  vague wor ld that i s  often fi l l ed with 

m a ny fa l s e  h o pes  a n d m e a n i n g l ess  

prom ises .  

Back in co l l ege, my ph i l osophy teacher  

who was  a n  athe ist cha l lenged ou r  c lass  to 

prove to h i m  that there rea l ly was God . He  

sa id  that  befo re he  wo u l d  co ns i de r  
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accept i ng  God as  h i s  Lo rd a n d  Savio r, we wo u l d  

h ave t o  p rove t o  h i m  t h a t  God existed . I t  w a s  h a rd 

to convi n ce a n  athe ist to be l i eve i n  God ' s  

p ro m ise, l et a lone  a p h i losophe r  by  educat ion .  

H e  sa id  that  the  more he  stud ied ,  t h e  more h e  

be l i eved there was n o  God .  H e  be l i eved that 

there were more u n a nswered q u est ions  t han  

a n swers i n  the  Ch r ist ia n fa ith .  H e  sa id  t ha t  it was 

too vague  a n d  a m b iguous .  

Fa st fo rwa rd to sho rt ly  before my gra d u at ion ,  I 

hea rd that he  had  l ost h i s  wife to a trag ic  boat i ng 

acc i dent .  Appa re nt ly, i t  was at that t ime when a 

fo rmer  student of h i s  v is ited h i m  at h i s  wife ' s  

wa ke and  ta l ked to h im a bout  giv i ng God a nothe r  

cha nce .  Appare nt ly, h i s  wife ' s  death cha nged the  

way h e  looked at l ife . And he  not o n ly accepted 

God as  h is Lord a n d  savior  but  i s  now ve ry act ive 

i n  one  of the  F i l i p i n o  Ch u rches  i n  M a n i l a .  It was 

h i s wife ' s  death a n d  the  pers i stence of a fo rmer  

student that  made h i s  a m bigu ity concern i ng  

God ' s  t ru th  d isa ppea r. 

M i n d  you,  th i s  was the  student who he  fl u n ked i n  

h is c l ass not once b u t  twice ! Th i s  was t h e  student 

who m a ny t imes  i n  the  cou rse of the  schoo l  yea r  

stood u p  t o  what she  be l i eved i n  rega rd i ng h e r  

fa it h .  I hea rd that  s h e  even spoke o u t  a n d  

debated with o u r  teacher  more than  once 

rega rd i ng God ' s  existence .  N o  wonder  th i s  

student stood out  when  she  vis ited the  teacher ' s  

wife ' s  wa ke .  N o  wonder  the  teacher  l i stened .  

That student m ight have fa i l ed  the  cou rse twice, 

but she  s u re did pass in God ' s  scoreca rd a n d  she  

passed it with f lyi ng co lors .  

How a bout you ?  H ave you ever stood up  and  

been persecuted fo r someth i ng you be l i eved i n?  

H ave you ever been put  i n  the  hot seat  beca use 

of you r  be l i ef or  fa i th?  Do you h ave what it  ta kes 

to be a l ight in th i s  a m b iguous  wor ld?  

You do  not need to be r i ch ,  powerfu l o r  a person 

of statu re to m a ke a rea l  d iffe rence i n  God 's  own 

eyes .  In fact, God ' s  d efi n it ion  of true wea lth  a n d  

p owe r m ight  a ct u a l l y b e  s o m et h i n g  ve ry 

d ifferent from o u r  own wor ld ly va l ues .  

What m atte rs to God most i s  the  true des i re of 

o u r  hea rt .  I n  M a rk 1 2 :  41- 44, we have a story of 

how a poor  widow gave o n ly two copper  co i n s  

worth  a few cents .  I n  ve rse 43 ,  Jesus  sa id ,  "Tru ly  I 

te l l  you ,  th i s  poor widow has  put  more i nto the  

treasu ry than  a l l  t he  othe rs ." I n  ve rse 44, He 

cont i n ued,  "They a l l  gave out  of  the i r  wea lth ;  but  

she, out  of  he r  poverty, put  i n  everyth i ng- a l l  

s he  had  t o  l ive o n ." 

Th is  ve rse te l l s  u s  that God ca n see r ight though 

those who give o r  he lp  fo r the  sa ke of givi ng or  

h e l p i ng .  I t  te l l  u s  that  a lthough the  givi ng of 

wea lth  a n d  money is good fo r the  Ch u rch ,  what 

God wa nts most is fo r u s  to su rrender  a n d  offe r 

o u r  ent i re l ives to h i m  as  the  u l t imate offer ing .  I t  

te l l s u s  that  whether  you a re r ich o r  poor, fa mous  

o r  not, i n  a pos it ion  of  power o r  j u st a n  o rd i n a ry 

person,  we a re a l l  e q u a l  i n  the  eyes of God . Th is  i s  

beca use the  measure of  what  we give to H im is  

not the  ze ros i n  our cheque  books nor  the  s i ze of 

the  l a n d  we donate but  rather  the  fu l l n ess a n d  

who leness o f  o u r  ve ry own hearts .  

So let u s  not wa it too long, my fri ends .  Let ' s  sta rt 

giv i ng back  a n d  i n  a s  m uch as  we ca n of 

o u rse lves .  And i n  the  p rocess of do i ng so, we may 

become a t rue l ight i n  th i s  a m biguous  worl d .  
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When I was tra i n i ng  for m i n istry, I l ea rned 

to ta ke a new, refresh ing  perspective on  

the  m ea n i ng of  Ch r ist ia n m iss i on .  M iss ion 

sp ri ngs from God 's  pu rpos ive Wi l l ;  God ' s  

W i l l  of  m a king  the  wor ld  know all that  H e  

h a s  d o n e  t h ro u g h o u t  h i sto ry ( a n d  

conti n ues to do )  fo r h i s  be loved wor ld  i s  

ca l l ed 'Missio Dei'. From Missio Dei 

natu ra l ly f lows the  ch u rc h ' s  m i ss i o n .  

M iss ion is  more than  a n  adj u nct t o  t h e  

ch u rch ' s  norm a l  a ct iv it ies o f  wors h i p p i ng, 

d i sc i p l esh i p, fe l l owsh i p  a n d  pastora l ca re .  

I t  i s  more tha n ' eva nge l i ca l outreach '  

ta k i n g  p l a c e o u t s i d e  t h e  c h u rc h ' s  

bou n d a ry. I ndeed,  it ca n be sa id  that the  

c h u rc h ' s  ve ry h e a rt a n d  ex i ste n c e  

depends  o n  God ' s  m iss i on .  Without God ' s  

m iss ion ,  a ch u rch  i s  s im p ly  a n  orga n i zat ion 

of wel l -mea n i ng m ora l men and wom e n .  

A ch u rch  that i s  i nte rested on ly  i n  its 

mem bers, its i nte rna l  we l l -be ing a n d  its 

loca l affa i rs wi l l  s h rivel in its roots a n d  d i e .  

But  a ch u rch that looks outs ide itse lf  a n d  

e m b a rks o n  G o d ' s  rea l m i ss i o n  wi l l  

fl o u ri sh  l i ke a tree bes ide a strea m .  

Therefore, i t  i s  cruci a l  t o  h ave t i me ly 

re m i nders on  the  rea l p u rpose of o u r  

be ing chu rch together  a n d  what t ru ly  

const itutes God ' s  m iss ion .  

P u t  s i m p ly, God ' s  m iss ion ca n b e  broken  

down i nto five key tasks :  ( 1 )  tell the  good 

news of sa lvat ion  in Jesus  Christ, (2) teach 

peop le  the fu ndamenta l s  of Ch r ist ia n 

fa ith ,  ( 3 )  tend with l ovi ng service a l l  those 

who suffe r, (4)  transform a l l  structu res of 

. i nj u st ice a n d  i neq u a l ity and  fi n a l ly (5) 

treasure the  ea rth a n d  a l l  its resou rces 

that  ou r  M a ker  saw 'was good ' .  A 

shorthand  fo r remem ber ing these tasks i s  

that  they a l l  sta rt w ith  the  l ette r 't '. 

Refl ecti ng on  these five tasks revea l s  that 

God 's  m iss ion goes beyond the  notions  of 

' i n d ivid u a l  respons i b i l ity' and  ' i n d ivi d u a l  

sa lvat ion '  that w e  frequent ly hear  and  

read  a bout .  I n  both ora l  and  written 

mater i a l s , t h e re seems  to be  great 

e m p has i s  on  i nd iv id u a l  t ransgress ions 

aga i n st God ' s  l aws. We a re often led to 

th i n k  that o u r  sa lvat ion  rests ent i re ly  on 

avo id i ng  or exp iat ing ' pe rsona l '  s i n s .  Of 

cou rse, eve ry ' pe rso n a l '  s i n  is a ser ious 

matte r. The s i nfu l t h i ngs that we th i n k, 

say a n d  do as  we l l  as the  good th i ngs that 

we fa i l  to t h i n k, say and do, have the i r  

c u m u l ative deb i l itati ng effects on our  

consc i ences, on  the re lat ionsh i ps i n  our  

eve ryday a n d  ch u rch l ife, and  u lt imate ly, 

on  o u r  re lat i onsh i ps with God .  However, 

engag ing with ou r  ' pe rsona l  s i ns '  te l l s  on ly 

h a lf the  sto ry of ou r fu l fi l l i ng God ' s  Wi l l .  

I n  h i s  t ime, Jesus  i n augu rated h i s  m i n i stry 

by open ing  the  scro l l  of the  book of I s a i ah  

a n d  read i ng the  passage : 'The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he has anointed 

me to bring good news to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
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oppressed to free, to proclaim the year of the 

Lord 's favor. ' ( L uke 4 : 18ff) I t  see ms  that, i n  Jesus '  

eyes, good news and  sa lvation  was  very m uch a 

com m u n a l  rea l ity. N ote that  h e  used h u m a n  

refe rences that  we re p l u ra l  i n  fo rm, rathe r  t han  

s i ngu l a r  o r  i n d iv id u a l .  Du r i ng  h i s  m i n istry, Jesus  

l eft h i s  own home  to e m b race a n d  hea l  the  

m a rgi n a l ized peop le  of  h i s  l a rge r soci ety - the 

poor, t he  i nfi rmed,  the  socia l  outcasts (e .g .  tax 

co l l ectors), a n d  the i nfe r ior  fem a l e  sex. When  

M a ry sa t  attent ive ly  at h i s  feet, l i ste n i ng a n d  

l ea rn i ng  l i ke m a l e  d isc i p l es i n stea d o f  perform ing  

tra d it i o n a l  chores rese rved fo r wom e n  l i ke he r  

s i ster M a rtha ,  Jesus  affi rmed M a ry 's  bo ld  ' right '  

choice and vowed that it wou l d  'not be taken 

away from her' ( L u ke 10 :42)  

Jesus  Ch r ist tr ied to te l l  t he  re l ig ious  teachers of  

h i s  day that  it was not suffi c ient to focus  on  the i r  

person a l  ' c l ea n l i n ess ' ,  to  be obsess ive a bout 

the i r  a d h e rence to the  st r ingent M osa i c  l aws, 

a n d  the i r  own des i ra b l e  state of i m pecca b l e  

h o l i n ess .  H e  cr it i c i zed  them by  say ing, 'You 

Pharisees clean the outside of cups and dishes. 

But inside you are full of greed and evil. Give 

what is inside as a gift to the poor and everything 

will be clean for you . . .  You give God, one tenth of 

your mint, spices and every garden herb. But you 

have ignored justice and the love of God. You 

should have done these things without ignoring 

the others. ' ( Lu ke 1 1 : 39-42 ) 

N o  dou bt, the Pha r isees were s i ncere i n  the i r  

sea rch  fo r t ru th  and  God .  They thought  they had  

the  r ight i nte rpretat i on  o f  God ' s  wi l l .  I n  t ry ing  to 

p l ease God,  they created a who le  ed if ice of ru l es 

on  what they cons idered as  ' s i nfu l '  a n d  ' not 

s i nfu l ' .  Consequent ly, they b u i l t  a wa l l  of 

casu i st i c  l aws that kept them ' h o ly '  but separated 

them from the rea l  wor ld  outs ide - the m essy, 

d i rty, chaot ic  wor ld  i nto wh ich  Jesus  p l u nged 

h i mse lf  wi l l i ng ly a n d  rescued  l ovi ng ly. For J esus, 

the  deep  st ructu ra l  s i n s  of socia l  i nj u st ice a n d  

i n eq u a l ity we re as  grave a n d  com p e l l i ng a s  

' pe rsona l  s i n s ' .  Both k i n d s  o f  s i n  needed t o  b e  

faced, renou nced a n d  overcome .  

Certa i n ly, i t  i s  ed ify ing  to  te l l  t he  good n ews of 

Jesus  Ch ri st, to teach peop l e  the  Chri st ia n fa ith ,  

to enco u rage peop le  to love the  word of God,  to 

wors h i p  God with p ra ise a n d  ado rat ion,  a n d  to 

give o u rse lves in l ovi ng serv ice to those who a re 

suffer ing .  These tasks const itute a l iv ing witness 

of havi ng Ch r ist in o u r  l ives. Yet, to fully p l ease 

God,  we need to engage with the  l a st two tasks of 

Missio Dei as well. 

To t ra n sfo rm the  u nj u st a n d  u nequa l  st ructu res 

in society is  not an ' opt iona l  extra ' in Ch r ist i an  

l iv ing .  I t  i s  to fo l low God ' s  exa m p l e  of  free i ng the  

ens l aved I s rae l ites from the  c l utches of  the i r  

exp lo itative Egypt i an  maste rs, of  choos ing Sa u l  -

the  wea kest member  of the  wea kest fa m i ly i n  the  

wea kest Benja m i n  c l an  - as  the  fi rst I s rae l ite 

Ki ng, of a ppo int i ng  the  you ng shepherd David 

over h is stronger a n d  more a p pe a l i ng b rothers, 

of resc u i ng (yet aga i n )  the  I s rae l ites from the  

hands  of  the  Assyri a n s  a n d  Ba bylon i a ns,  and  of 

choos ing the  you ng, vu l ne ra b l e  M a ry to be the  

mother  of H is Son .  The who le  B ib le  i s  shot 

t h rough with exa m p l es of God d i sp l ay ing  a 

p refe rent i a l  o pt ion  fo r the  wea k, the poor, the 

he l p l ess, and the  vu l ne rab l e .  Even i n  the  scene 

of h i s  d eath,  Jesus  h a nged o n  a cri m i n a l ' s c ross 

betwee n  two th i eves, rather  than  d ied in a 

l uxur ious  bedch a m be r  befitt i ng  a k ing .  Jesus  

C h r i st reve a l e d  the  t rue  fa ce of G o d  by 

confront ing  and i m mers i ng h i mse l f  i n  a l l  t hat was 

ugly a n d  m a rred his soc iety. 

Today, we m u st cu lt ivate sens it ive eyes a n d  

consc iences t o  engage with t h e  cont i n u i ng 

i n eq u a l ity a n d  i nj u st ice i n  society. If we l ive i n  a 

gated com m u n ity with its own secu rity gua rds,  

then we know that somewhe re in society, others 

a re l iv ing  i n  u nsafe a reas .  If we pay h u n d reds  of 

thousa nds  of pesos fo r o u r  re l at ives '  hosp ita l 

b i l l s, t hen  we shou l d  fee l  d istu rbed when  we 
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rea d  the  p l ead i ng  cases of s i ck  c h i l d re n  on  the  

loca l n ewspa per  ( see  The F ree m a n  Fou ndat ion 

page,  fo r exa m p l e ) .  When we spend ha lf-a­

m i l l i on  pesos to ce l eb rate our son ' s  wed d i ng, 

then  we sha re in the com mon  shame  that some 

poor m a n ' s  daughter has  to cease he r  h igh 

schoo l  educat ion  to become a m a id i n  one  of the  

houses i n  a gated com m u n ity. A true Ch r ist i an  

ca n n ot ignore Jesus '  cha l l e nge to  the  r i ch  you ng 

m a n :  'Se l l  everyth i ng a n d  fo l l ow me . '  H ow much  

ca n we  g ive u p  of  o u r  cu rrent l ifestyl e  to  be a t rue 

d isc i p l e  of Chri st, to fu lfi l l  the  fou rth task  of God 's  

m iss ion ?  

The fifth  a n d  l ast task  - treasur ing  t h e  ea rth a n d  

its resou rces - is  e q u a l ly, i f  not more, i m porta nt .  

As M ontefio re sa id,  'What 's  the po int of speak ing  

a bout  fa ith and h u m a n  sa lvat ion if h u m a n  l i fe i s  

not gua ra nteed on  ea rth by our ra m pag ing 

consu m pt ion? '  A lso, the fou rth and fifth  tasks 

a re i n extr ica b ly  l i n ked : i n  the  event of a n  

env i ro n m e nta l d isaste r, i t  i s  t h e  poorest who 

suffe r most . Cons ider  the  v ict ims  i n  Aceh 

( t s u n a m i ) ,  N ew O r l e a n s  ( f l ood i n g ) ,  H a i t i  

(ea rthq u a ke) ,  a n d  c loser  t o  home, those l iv ing at 

the footh i l l s  of vo l ca n i c  Mt .  B u l usa n .  A recent TV 

p rogra m showed a desperate wom a n  ha rvest ing 

ash-smothered, leafy vegeta b les  fo r he r  fa m i ly 's  

food .  N ea rby, a rive r i s  eq u a l ly m udd ied by fa l l en  

a sh .  I f  we  a re ca refu l ( a nd  ab l e )  to  buy c lea n 

fi lte red water to d ri n k  i n  o u r  own homes, 

shou l d n 't we ca re a bout othe r  fa m i l ies  who have 

l itt l e  a ccess to c lea n water to wash the i r  

vegeta b les  l e t  a lone  d ri n k? I n  35 yea rs '  t ime, 

give n  its cu rre nt rate of i nc rease, the  P h i l i pp i ne  

popu lat ion wi l l  doub l e  to  180  m i l l ion  peop le .  

The re wi l l  be com peti ng  demands on  dwi n d l i ng  

supp l ies  of  water, food,  hous i ng, power/energy, 

ed ucat ion ,  med i c i nes .  What do  you th i n k  shou ld  

ou r  Ch rist ia n  response be to th i s scena rio?  

Made i n  the  d ivi ne  i mage, each man, wom a n  and 

ch i ld  i s  i m bued with  an i n h e rent r ight to the  God­

given ,  na tu ra l  bou nt ies  that m a ke e a rth l y  

existence poss i b l e .  Yet ou r  economic  system has  

' commerc ia l ized ' everyth ing .  Peop le  have to  pay 

to acq u i re the most bas ic  l eve l of h u m a n  l iv ing 

and comfort .  The p rob lem is  more p ronounced 

in the P h i l i pp i nes beca use the d ispa rity between 

r i ch  and poor i s  a great dea l worse than  say, i n  

Western E u rope .  There see ms to be too l itt l e  

soci a l  welfa re to  p rov ide a robust safety net for 

the  poorest members .  

As  they say, it i s  bette r to  l ight a ca nd l e  than  to 

com p l a i n  in utte r da rkness .  We ca n sta rt by 

exa m i n i ng o u r  own l i festy l es, h o m e s  a n d  

bus i nesses .  Live simply, care deeply, give 

generously. Another  he l pfu l s loga n i s :  Reuse, 

red uce, recyc le .  Tu rn off a l l  u n necessa ry 

l ights/a i r-co n/fa n,  don 't leave the  TV on  when no 

one ' s  watch i ng, p lan  ca r jou rneys ca refu l ly, re­

use p l ast ic  bags (bette r sti l l , use an eco-bag), 

e n co u rage peo p l e  to red u ce t h e i r  ca rbon 

footpr int by shopp ing and  trave l i ng less, be fa i r  i n  

givi ng wages a n d  i n corporate a n n u a l  wage 

reviews, su pport educat i ona l  i n st itut ions  that 

h e l p  i m p r o v e  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y, r e s i s t 

act iv it ies/projects that lead to env i ronmenta l 

da mage.  

M ost of a l l , refl ect and pray deep ly  so we may 

embrace s imp l i c ity to enab l e  others to ' l ive 

a bunda nt ly. '  We do th i s  not as a n  occas iona l  

response to  the pa ngs of  consc ience but on  a 

d a i ly bas is .  The d a i ly embrace of Ch r ist- l i ke 

s imp l ic ity ca n be on ly wrought by our  a uthent ic 

persona l  t ran sformat ion by the  Ho ly Sp i r it .  With 

the Sp i r it i n sp i r i ng  us, we sha l l  fi nd  that God 's  

m iss ion ,  w ith  a l l  i t s  demand i ng tasks, is not 

i m poss i b l e  at a l l .  He re l ies the true mea n ing  of 

p roc l a i m i ng, servi ng and  lovi ng Ch rist today. 
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