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Deuteronomy 7:9—"Know therefore that the Lord

your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his
covenant of love to a thousand generations of those
who love him and keep hiscommands.”

The word faithful is derived from the Hebi;ew
root word mpanmg “to trust,” or “to believe."
This is the same root that gives us the word “amen.”
The derived meaning is that the one so descrut)ed is
trustworthy, dependable and stable. Eyery time we
say amen we are really saying, “It is certain.” or “Yes,
itis absolutelytrue ” He is our God whom we WOrShlp
andis totally t?ustworthy
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...what He‘says will always be true an&l-le is

abletokeep his promises. ’ ‘
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one of God's great attributes.

When God warns us, He is not bluffing or
trying to trick us so that we will take Him seriously.
Neither is He trying to scare us, nor is He simply
taking advantage of us. When God gives warning, He
means business and we have totake it seriously.

Just like when God asked Jonah to preach in
Nineveh because if not, the city will be doomed for
destruction. Since the people repented, they were
spared. i .
. When Jesus said He will come again, indeed

He will come.

~ Matthew 24:25 says; “Heaven and e?'th will
passaway, butmy words will never pass awayp

{) !
'8 B EVERYPROMISEGODMAI&S HEKEEPS

s I wasina grocery store#\d heard afatherand

% son talking. The son told thg’fathe%;’Prgmse isa

pron‘nSe You ,Qromlsed me’ th you will buy this.”
;he fathe'r replied, “I did Zromls,eb tl dld not
” ﬁ ' {
ing to buy it. s U /
- God always nt;n what He saﬁ(iaﬁd, Hekeeps

Ik about God's

v, L

' /



'*-Q"
.

answer this question, let me rephrase it. How many
of us do exactly what we promised? Let me rephrase
it again. Of all the promises we make, how many do
wekeep? Do we make more than what we keep?

When we are in distress, remember the
promise of God: “Wait for the Lord; be strong and
take heart and wait for the LORD” (Ps 27:14). When
we are in a hopeless situation, take His promise and
keep it in our hearts: “Why are you downcast, O my
soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in
God, for | will yet praise him, my Savior and my God”
(Ps 42:11). When we are in need, just remember He
will never abandon His children: “For he will deliver
the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no one
to help. He will take pity on the weak and the needy
and save the needy from death” (Ps 72:12-13). Even
when we are weak and lack the faith to believe in
God, God will notchange and will continue to love us
andtake good care of us(2Tim 2:13).

If we are sensitive enough to know how God
takes good care of us, write it down and surely, we
will run out of papers. God indeed keeps His
promises. Hence, it means that our God can fully be
trusted andistrulyreliable and dependable.

Il. GRATEFUL HEART
Since our God is 100 percent reliable, then
ourresponse must be...

A.WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE

We must not keep it to ourselves but it must
be expressed out to let the whole world know. We
have to declare the goodness and the greatness of
our God whom we worship. We have to admit and
proclaimitpublicly.

When good things happen to us, we have to
reveal and let people know. Most important of all, to
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Him who is our one and only true God. Our response
must be donein a loud voice. Shout it out and tell the
world how great and amazing our God is!!!

That is why Psalm 150 says, “Praise him with

sounding of the trumpet, harp and lyre, with all kinds
of musical instrument.” That is also why in Psalm 150
alone, the word praise appears 13 times. We have to
praise Him for who He is and for His awesomeness.

The word praise is derived from a Latin word
which means reward or to give a prize. When we
praise, we are expressing the worthiness of God in
His own nature. The word also means to shine or
make a show by raving and celebrating. To praise the
Lord is to prize Him and proclaim Him as the only one
worthyofgloryand honor.

B. WITH A WORSHIPFULSPIRIT

Not only do we praise our God with a thankful
heart. We also honor Him by worshipping Him alone
and being faithfulto Him. This is because we have the
ONE and TRUE LIVING GOD, and He will remain the
same for eternity.

When God called Abraham to leave his
homeland and goto the land that God has prepared,
he simply packed up everything and brought his
whole family there. Indeed, Abraham completely
obeyed the Almighty God. Every time Abraham
arrivedat a certain place, the first thing he did was to
build an altar to God and worship Him. He just
wanted to praise and give thanks to God for keeping
his whole family, servants and livestock safe. We
know the desire of Abraham was to be with the Lord
and to honor Him. We too must also develop a desire
to worship Him daily, to show Him that we love Him
and reveretheGodofAbraham, Isaac andJacob.

Indeed You, our Lord God, are worthy to
receive glory and honor and power! May all the
praise and honor be unto You, You and You alone!
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP:
CHRIST, THE CORNERSTONE OF CHURCH LEADERSHIP
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Pastor Eric Chan

Two years ago, we began our ministry with an emphasis
on the theme “UNITY”. Our church theme for that year
was “One Christ, One Church”. The following year, the
Lord impressed upon us to focus on one important truth
concerning Christians — All spiritual blessings come from
Christ alone. Hence, our church slogan for that year was
“In Christ Alone”. Now, we would like to embark on the
theme of “church leadership, together with the role of
each church member”. So, our church theme for thisyear
is “Jesus Christ, the Church and Me”.

In line With this, we came up with three Church sub-
themes:
1. CHURCH LEADERSHIP: Christ, the Cornerstone of
Church Leadership.
2. CHURCH MEMBERS: The Body of Christ, Built
from the Ministry of the Saints.
3. CHRISTIANS: United in Faith, Stable in Doctrine &
Built-Upin Love.
This article seeks to focus on the first of three sub-themes,
the topic on church leadership. John Stott wrote a
wonderful book concerning this subject entitled, “Calling
Christian Leaders”. Allow metoshare a few excerpts from
hisbook. Stottsaid,
f
Leadership is @ word shared by Christians and
non-Christians alike, but this does not mean that
their concept of it is the same. On the contrary,

—— b 34 i - 3 - —
"Introduction, Calling Christian Leaders, page 7

Jesus introduced into the world a new style of
servant-leadership.’

Then he quoted Jesus' words found in Mark 10:42-44.

The secular world sees leadership as a person who leads
and commands. Perhaps, we might say “a person who
commands a following”.  But Jesus clarified that biblical
leadership calls for willingness to be of service to God and
to others; consequently, they are not to seek privileges or
prominence for themselves.

Honest to goodness Church growth is attainable only
when Christians are motivated to take up leadership role.
In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul gave us this exhortation.
“Christ (It was He who) gave some to be apostles, some to
be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some ‘to be
pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of

~ service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we

allreach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son

" of God and become mature, attaining to the whole

measure of the fullness of Christ.” t
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5 |
Christians should come into the full urq,i;erstanding of
Christ, and they need to comprehend the ;i_t'gpose of their
salvation. Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachersweretasked to equip God's people. InActs 6, the

Apostles recognized the iEp ortance of_their teaching
ministry so they concluded and said, “It would not be right
- .
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for us to neglect the ministry of the Word of God in order to
wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven men from among
you who are known to be FULL OF THE SPIRIT and
WISDOM. We will turn this responsibility over to them
and will give our attention to PRAYER and the MINISTRY
OF THE WORD.”

The office of the deacons was institutionalized much later.
Apparently, like the “Seven” in Acts 6, deacons are to
alleviate pastors of administrative works so that pastors
may concentrate on the ministry of prayer, sharing of
God's words, and watching over God's flock. The God-
ordained purpose for pastors was and continues to be, for
(the) training church members so that they may be
mature in faith and equipped for ministry. Pastors are
also tasked to unify the church in Christian faith and
knowledge (Eph.4:12-13). Therefore, self-promotion and
political divisiveness run counter to the biblical ideal for
pastoral ministry.

In our present time, we no longer have apostles or
prophets, so the task of equipping rest solely upon those
whom. Christ had called to be evangelist, pastors and
teachers. Perhaps, we might also include the “elders”.
Forin 1Timothy5:17,el/dersare tasked to direct the affairs
of the church, and some are even involved in the ministry
of preaching and teaching.

For this reason, Christians should acknowledge the chain
of church leadership — elders, pastors and deacons have a
definite role and they are linked to one another, with
Christ Himself as the HEAD. Only then can there truly be
an effective church leadership, which in turn would
translate into church growth. Obedience to God's
ordained purpose and will is of utmost importance in
church ministry.

We urgently need a healthy, biblical
understanding of the church, for only then shall
we have a healthy, biblical UNDERSTANDING OF
CHURCH LEADERSHIP. We must not define
church in terms of its leaders (as the Roman
Catholic Church does), but rather define leaders
inrelation to the church.’

?Conclusion, Calling Christian Leaders, page 91
*Conclusion, Calling Christian Leaders, page 91
‘Conclusion, Calling Christian Leaders, page 91
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The Book of Acts showcase Church Leaders as people who
had professed faith in Jesus Christ, and who were
believed to have been regenerated, who had been
baptized (Acts 2:41, 2:44,and 2:47). In other words, they
should have been subjected to Christ's saving grace and
headship. Truly, for indeed Christ alone is “head over all
thingstothe church, whichisHis body (Eph. 1:22)".

In the Matthew 16:18, Christ referred to Himself as the
“rock” upon which Peter should build the church. This
was seconded by Paul and Peter's teaching — that Christ
alone is the chief cornerstone upon which God's
household would be built (Eph. 2:20; 1Pet. 2:6). For this
reason, the teachings of Jesus Christ and examples from
Scripture should be the sole basis of church
administration.

We must also renounce secular views of the
church as if it were a merely human institution
like any other corporate body, with human
leaders wielding human authority, and being
lionized as celebrities. Allthat hastogo.’

In its place, we need to develop a godly view of
the church as a unique community unlike any
other, the redeemed and covenant people of
God. In this community, ministers give humble
service. There is no boasting about human
beings, but all boastingis directedtoGodthe Holy
Trinity: to God the Father, who alone gives growth
to the seed; to God the Son, who alone is the
foundation of the church; and to God the Holy
Spirit, who alone indwells and sanctifies the
church.*

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all
we ask orimagine, according to His power that is at work
within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.
(Eph.3:20-21)

May God's name always be praised!
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CHURCH MEMBERS:

THE BODY OF CHRIST (SUBTHEME #2)

Pastor Keren Tan

There is a widespread disease that plagues the churches
in the Philippines. It cripples the growth of the gospel,
humanly speaking, and its symptoms are common to all
walks of life. It is easily identified when people are called
to responsibility in ministry. Uncontrollable verbal gushes
spring forth: “I'm busy” or, “I don't have the gift of
leadership” or even, “Let others do it, not me” or more
alarmingly, “Leave it up to the pastors, that is what we pay
them to do.” This outbreak is ubiquitous not only in the
Philippines as it extends beyond geographical and cultural
divide.

However, as | have discovered, this is not a case of the
physical, but a matter of perspective. People are under
the pretext that they neither have the capacity (“I'm not
gifted enough for ministry”) nor the position (“That is not
my role”) to take part in ministry. But these faulty
mindsets have caused them to be inflexible, if not
withdrawn from the community life of the church
altogether. Because of our depraved nature, we shy away
from taking part in gospel work. Thus, we need a
significant paradigm shiftin the way we do “church”.

In 1972, a young man named William Carey—later
deemed as the “Father of Modern Missions” —published
an 87-paged manuscript entitled An Enquiry into the
Obligations of Christians to use Means for the Conversion
of the Heathen. In it, Carey includes a treatment of
Matthew 28:18-20 and argued against the prevailing view
of the time that the Great Commission remains an

obligation of every Christian even after the apostles.’ In
part as a result of this book, the "Particular Baptist Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel Amongst the Heathen"
(later renamed the Baptist Missionary Society) formed
itselfin Kettering, England, on October 2,1792."

Although the eighteenth century issue may no longer
be controversial today, the implications are still
relevant in our day and age. Sure, we should be
sending out missionaries “to the ends of the earth”
(Acts 1:8) and reaching the lost world for Christ. But is
that all what Matthew 28 is calling us to do? Does this
call apply to the local church, and to each disciple
under the Good Shepherd's care? If we claim to be
people of the Book, i.e. the Christian Scriptures, we
need to examine the malady closely by revisiting the
pathological point of where this may all have started,
the Great Commission:

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to
the very end of the age.” (Matt. 28:18-20)

Carey certainly took the biblical standpoint when he

proved that Jesus' instruction to “make disciples” is a
mandate that is not exclusive to the apostles gathered

Gosfrel Light



around Christ at the time of His ascension. Thus, Colin
Marshall and Tony Payne expound the Great Commission
clearly and rightly so:

The 'teaching' that the disciples are to do reproduces
what Jesus himself has done with them. He has been
their 'teacher'... and as Jesus has taught them... the
disciples are now, in turn, to make new disciples by
teaching them to obey everything commanded by
their Master.

But what about 'going'? Traditionally... this has been
read as a missionary mandate, a charter for sending
out gospel workers to the world. However, this can
lead local churches to think that they are obeying the
Great Commission if they send money (and
missionaries) overseas. But the emphasis is not on
'going.' In fact, the participle is probably better
translated “when you go” or “as you go”. The
commission is not fundamentally about mission out
there somewhere else in another country. It's a
commission that makes disciple-making the normal
agenda and priority of every church and every
Christian disciple.”

Our God is in the business of saving and perfecting a
chosen people for Himself through the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ; and we who are His redeemed children are
privileged to take part in this great work that He is doing
for His own glory. Consequently, the Great Commission
passage speaks far more than just evangelism—bringing
unbelievers to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ—for the command was simply to “make disciples of
all nations.” The paradigm shift we need, then, is to bring
the focus to where our Sovereign Lord puts it in the first
place, i.e. discipleship.

Discipleship is “the ministry process by which a more
mature Christian assumes the responsibility of
intentionally leading others to God in Jesus Christ and

growing them in their knowledge of His will, their
conformity to His Person, and their service to Him for His

glory.””

Contrary to the view that the works of evangelism and
discipleship are two different but nevertheless related
works, our examination of Scriptures actually tell us that
these are actually one and the same gospel work.
Evangelism is not discipleship, but it is the necessary
starting point of discipleship.

However, neither evangelism nor discipleship is ever an
end initself. The goal of discipleship is “to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ”
(cf. Eph. 4:11-16) and to “present everyone perfect in
Christ” (Col. 1:28-29). In other words, the goal of
discipleship is to help God's people unpack the gifts that
God had blessed them with so that they may glorify God
and delight in the Lord Jesus as they labor to do the work
of ministry by grace.

Marshall and Payne are right to challenge us in this
manner, “The church always tends towards
institutionalism and secularization. The focus shifts to
preserving traditional programs and structures, and the
goal of discipleship is lost. The mandate of disciple-
making provides the touchstone for whether our church is
engaging in Christ's mission. Are we making genuine
disciples of Jesus Christ? Our goal is not to make church
members or members of our institution, but genuine
disciples of Jesus.””

If discipleship is what the Christian church is called to do,
indeed every Christian, all the excuses that were
mentioned earlier, whether it relates to capacity or
position, have been rendered invalid. For as it is, to be a
disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is to be called to make new
disciples. Thus, | echo the words of Marshall and Payne,
“Are we making genuine disciples of Jesus Christ?”

Colin Marshall and Tony Payne, The Trellis and The Vine: The Ministry Mind-Shift That Changes Everything, Kingsford, NSW: Matthias Media, 2009, 11.
“An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens,” Center for Study of the Life and Work of William Carey, D.D. 19
December 2000 [Accessed on 15 March 2011, from http://www.wmcarey.edu/carey/enquiry/enquiry.html].

Marshall and Payne, 13.

" James Bryner Chu, “Pilgrim Project Proposal 2.5", Unpublished Church Planting Manual, Manila, 2011, Appendix A.

" Marshall and Payne, 14.
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During my early years as a Christian, | witnessed a
movement of people where many of my contemporaries
have become transient worshippers of our church. They
were the very active kind of church members yet suddenly
their regular church attendance became inconsistent. Soon |
found out that they were “trying out” other churches and
see if they would fit in them. They would check out the
programs, look for groups with similarinterests, or even base
their choices on who was the senior pastor of the church.

This movement was called “church shopping” or
“church hopping”. People would visit at least two other
churches and test the waters to see if they would benefit and
grow in those churches. Atone point, | became interested in
trying out other churches and went church hopping myself.
But later, | realized that it's not healthy either for me or for
my home church. ]

First, the church is not about me, but about Jesus
Christ. The church is composed of many people with Christ
as the head and therefore should be God-centered, not me-
centered. Second, God has placed me in our church for a
purpose —a purpose not primarily to benefit me (though itis
already a given) but to benefit the whole body. That's why in
Ephesians 4:11-12, Paul tells us that each one of us were
granted different set of gifts and all of us are to get ourselves
involved in edifying each other.

Become United in the Faith and Knowledge of Christ (v.13a)
“until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God”
God grants us gifts with a purpose in mind, and Paul
listed down some long-term goals in which all of us should be

aiming for. The first is to become united in the faith and in
the knowledge of Christ. In this verse, faith does not mean
the act of belief. It rather refers to the set of doctrinal truths
about Christianity. The church in Corinth was a very good
example of how disunity can sometimes come from
doctrinal ignorance. When the believers are properly taught
and faithfully guided according to the Scriptures, unity is to
be expected. “Onenessin fellowship isimpossible unless itis
built on the foundation of commonly believed truth.”*

With this, it is expected that we are to be united in
our knowledge of Christ. The full knowledge of Christ can
only be attained through a constant longing and searching of
the Scriptures and a continuing relationship with Him. The
whole body of Christ should be motivated to have an
intimate knowledge of Christ, and share their knowledge
and experience to each other. Paul earlier prayed for the
Ephesians “that [they] may know him better” (1:17). Paul
also told the Philippians, “What is more, | consider
everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all
things. | consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ” (3:8).

Gain Spiritual Maturity (v.13b-14)

“and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of
the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants,
tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.”

The expected result of being well-founded in biblical
doctrines and in the knowledge of Christ is spiritual maturity.
Paul used the word infants to describe those who are

' John MacArthur, Ephesians: The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1996, c1986), 156.



spiritually immature. It is really fascinating to see how
gullible little kids are when you realize how they can easily
absorb quite anumberofthings.

| have a habit of using the Chinese word “}fJ "
(pronounced in Amoy) in shooing away my daughter. And to
my surprise, she was able to say it immediately after only
usingitonce. Time and again my wife kept on reminding me
not to use that word, and instead politely ask my daughter to
go elsewhere. In this way, | am instructing my daughter in
love rather than harshly treating her.

Torespond to this threat, Paul tells the Colossians of
his mandate to “proclaim [Christ], admonishing and
teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone perfect in [Him]" (1:28). Elsewhere, Paul
admonishes Timothy to “continue in what [he has] learned
and has become convinced of” for “All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:14, 16-
17).

With the advent of digital media and of the Internet,
many so called pastors chose to popularize themselves by
preaching doctrines and sermons that are contrary to
biblical teachings. Since many people are not well-versed
with the Scriptures, they are easily deceived by fine-
sounding arguments. Having no thorough knowledge of
God's Word, they are tossed here and there by waves of
popular sentiment and are carried about by every wind of
new doctrine that seems appealing. Because life in the
world today is not getting any better, people would prefer
listening to an agreeable sermon rather than a convicting
one. Knowing this nature of men, Paul instructed Timothy of
the coming days, “Preach the Word; be prepared in season
and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with
great patience and careful instruction. For the time will
come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead,
to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want
to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and
turn aside to myths” (2 Tim. 4:2-4).

Build UpinLove (v.15-16)

“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things
grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him
the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does
its work.”

According to research published in January 2006,
when a female ant of the species Temnothorax albipennis
goes out to find food, she will often choose another ant to

accompany her. If the second ant doesn't know the way to
the food source, the leader will teach her through a process
called “tandem running.” As the teacher runs along the path
to food, the student follows behind, often stopping to locate
landmarks. That creates a gap between the leader and
student. When ready, the student will run forward and tap
the teacher on the back legs.

Ants participating in tandem running located a food
source in an average of 201 seconds, while ants searching for
food on their own took an average of 310 seconds. However,
the process is detrimental to the teachers. Research
indicated that the lead ants travelled up to four times faster
when notaccompanied by a student.

So why do leaders sacrifice their time and efficiency
to teach others? According to Nigel Franks, the study leader,
“They are very closely related nest mates, and their society
as a whole will benefit” This occurs as the students
gradually learn their way and are able to teach other ants,
whichincreases the efficiency of the entire population.’

Just as the ants do their part for the benefit and the
efficiency of the entire population, Christians are to do
things out of genuine love for God and His people, to benefit
the body of Christ. Personal interests, ill motives, and
hidden agendas have no place in Christianity. We do things
because we love others. Love characterizes Christ's
disciples. Having a good testimony that is lived out of love
effectively edifies others. Teaching and guiding others into
the truth out of love can be easily accepted by others.
Admonishing others of their sins can be a tough thing to do.
People don't like being reprimanded or rebuked by anyone.
But when done in love, people will easily open up and listen
to you.

And above all, the love of Christ should motivate us
to do our part. Christ repeatedly told His disciples that His
love for us and our love for Him moves us to obey His
commandments. “If you love me, you will obey what |
command... If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.
My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make
our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey
my teaching” (John 14:15, 23-24. See also John 15:10; 1 John
3:16;4:19).

People leave churches and go into another one with
a variety of reasons. Aside from personal issues, Christian
growth is always a two-way relationship — the church
provides facilities and opportunities for growth and
mobilization, the individual Christian provides himself to the
church whenever the church needs him. It is true that we
have to expect things from our church. Butin the same way,
as members, the church also expects us to play a part in
improving and building each other up!

2Bjorn Carey, “Ant School: The First Formal Classroom Found in Nature,” FoxNews.com (January 13, 2006).

# X




Virtuoso violinist Jascha Heifetz was well-known
for his distinguished performances in the 20th century.
However, even after receiving such great recognition for
his performing career, he decided to be a professor of
music at UCLA. His reason was this: “Violin playing is a
perishable art. It must be passed on as a personal skill;
otherwise, itis lost.”’

| believe the same may be said for teaching
Christian truths. The process of teaching Biblical truths
amongst Christians can become a forgotten task if the
believers dismiss its need. Of course, unlike violin playing,
Biblical truths are never perishable. But like the skill of
playingtheviolin, the discipline of teaching God's truth to
Christians must be passed on, lest the accurate
interpretation of the Bible be lost and misconstrued ideas
about God further abound. \

An Inspiring lllustration to Note

A simple yet inspiring passage to note is Acts
18:24-28 as it gives a picture of responsibly passing on
God's truth. These verses momentarily transition from
one of the main characters of Acts, who is the Apostle
Paul, to Apollos, someone who also went to some of the
Roman cities that Paul visited in his second and third
missionary journey.

Acts 18:24-28 (English Standard Version):

“Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of
Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man,
competent in the Scriptures. “He had been instructed in
the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke
and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though
he knew only the baptism of John. ““He began to speak

boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila
heard him, they took him and explained to him the way of
God more accurately. “And when he wished to cross to
Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the
disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly
helped those who through grace had believed, “for he
powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the
Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

The Outstanding Background

It was between the time when the apostle Paul
left Ephesus after a relatively short visit and before he
came back to this city during his third missionary journey
that a man named Apollos came and taught in Ephesus,
the city known for its pagan worship of the Greek god
Artemis. Apollos was a man of Jewish decent who was
born in Alexandria where he became exposed to the
teachings of the Scriptures. Here, in the capital of Egypt,
was also where he likely learned to be eloguent or
learned, given the education that was greatly available in
this city. In addition, he also received oral instruction
about Jesus Christ. With these knowledge and skills on
hand, he came to the city of Ephesus and taught with
great passion what he knew about Jesus.

The Unexpected But Precious Help

Apollos's knowledge concerning Jesus Christ was
impressive and he apparently did not restrict himself from
passing this on to others in a thorough and careful
manner. Nonetheless, this knowledge somehow needed
further assistance. Apollos was not teaching an incorrect
doctrine, rather, his knowledge about the Gospel was, in
some way, incomplete. The phrase “though he knew only
the baptism of John” in verse 25 gives a clue that Apollos's
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background might have been limited to John's preaching
about the coming of the Christ" and John's role of
preparing the way for the Messiah”, which Priscilla and
Aquila detected. This couple knew the Apostle Paul when
they met in Corinth and worked together with him as
tentmakers (Acts 18:1-3). Thiscouple, having spent ayear
and a half with the great apostle, consequently learned
much from Paul's preaching about the Gospel. This
enabled them not only to recognize what was lacking in
Apollos's message, but also to provide him the further
instruction he needed. Priscilla and Aquila responsibly
passed on God's truth, just as they received this message
from Paul, the follower of Jesus himself.

The Responsibility Put into Action

In a similar way that Priscilla and Aquila were a
benefit to Apollos because of their instruction, Apollos
also became asignificant help to the Achaian brethren on
account of his teaching. He strongly refuted the Jews in
public proving that by the use of the Scriptures, Christis, in
fact, Jesus. His message was this: that the Scriptures say
that Jesus was the Messiah that they were anticipating to
come. Through the Scriptures, Apollos effectively argued
that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ through whom
man's salvation is made possible.” Apollos's intense
public argument came from the gravity of his message.
Having received a more accurate and complete
instruction about the Gospel from Priscilla and Aquila, he
was all the more able to preach and pass on this same
message to others.

Acts 18:24-28, short as it may be, gives a rather
profound implication to the body of Christ. It
demonstrates the growth of believers, extending from
individual spiritual understanding to encouragement in
the faith among the believers. God used Priscilla and
Aquila to build up Apollos in his understanding of the
Gospel, just as He used Paul to do the same to the couple.
Inthe same way, God used Apollos to build up the Achaian
believers in their understanding and assurance of what
they believe in. Luke showed in this passage the
essentiality of accurately understanding the Gospel of
Jesus Christ even and especially to believers. Passing on
proper instruction regarding the Gospel enables God's
truth to be known, understood and proclaimed, as what
Paul, Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos demonstrated. | believe
this is how they comprehended and obeyed God's
command to His people when He charged the Israelites to
teach His decrees to their succeeding generations
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(Deuteronomy 4:9) and when Jesus commissioned the
believers to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-
20) and be His witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts
1:8). Thestory of Apollos's furtherinstruction on the faith
enables readers to realize that accurately speaking and
teaching God's truth even to gifted Christians bring to
light the message of the Gospel, and consequently, the
growing knowledge of Jesus Christ brings about
edification amongst His people. Andjust like what God is
showing us in Apollos's experience, the task of instructing
is not made exclusive to the apostles and pastors, but can
and should also be accomplished through ordinary
believers who have received proper instruction
themselves.

The Need to Carry On the Forgotten Task

| am encouraged to share this passage because |
believe that we have somehow lost the importance of
discipleship. We may be exerting much effort in
establishing new churches or groups of new believers, but
without proper instruction and without raising up
believers to teach others as well, this effort may become
ill-equipped. And more important to note is the current
neglect in building up the believers in the existing
churches of our day. The reality is that there is an equally
tremendous need in our churches to teach and train
believers to have an accurate understanding of God's
truths so that they themselves can effectively pass on the
message of the Bible to others, making the process of
discipleship continuous, productive and flourishing.

May we keep in mind that the mutual and
successive accurate instruction of God's truth among
Christians makes known the truth of the Gospel. Apostle
Paul instructed Timothy in this way: “and what you have
heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust
to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2
Timothy 2:2 ESV). The cord of instruction, hence, must
not be cut off from a more knowledgeable believer to a
novice one and must not be assigned only to a small group
of people who are involved in the ministry full-time. May
each member of the church, then, be a part of this
discipleship process, to be taught adequately about God's
truths and pass this on to others. Since we have received
and experienced the salvation that Jesus accomplished
for us, so should we, male and female, church leaders and
members, young and old, teach the same accurate truth
toothers.

'Taken from The Jascha Heifetz Biography at www.JaschaHeifetz.com, © 2010 John and John Anthony Maltese.
John R. W. Stott, The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of Acts (Leicester: InterVarsity Press, 1990); 302.
" James Montgomery Boice, An Exposition Commentary: Acts (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997); 315.
" David W. Torrance and Thomas F. Torrance, Calvin's Commentaries: The Acts of the Apostles 14-28 (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,

1966), 146.
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A story is told of a king and a wise man. The
king was jealous of the wise man for he was very
popular with the people. The king tried to think of a
way to make the wise man look bad. One day he
came up with a scheme. He summoned all his
followers and sent for the wise man. The king asked
the wise man, “Oh, wisest of men, tell me this. | have
the tiniest of birds cupped between my hands. |
commandyou to tell me ifthe bird is alive or dead ?”

The wise man realized that if he said, “Alive,”
the king would give one quick squeeze and the bird
would be dead. If he said, “Dead,” the king would
simply open his hand and release the bird. Either
answer from tﬁhe wise man would make him idok bad.
After pondering for a moment,fthe wise man finally
replied, “The choice is in your hand, Your Majesty.
The choice is in your hand!”

Choice is a powerful privilege but it comes
with its consequence. We make choices daily. Some
choices may seem rather trivial ILkecle colo’r of shirt
to wear, the program to ‘watch, or the food to order.
They may not affect our lives in very si rﬁflcant ways.
However, there are choices in life thatgﬁ

with regard to homosexuality, abortion, sexua!
relationship, integrity in the workplace, and m‘any
others. ?ese could determlne theg outcome of our
llvesasyv Iasthellvésofotherpeople,l
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In the Book of Deuteronomy, we see the
people of Israel gathered at the plains of Moab and
were about to cross the Jordan River and to possess
the Promised Land as the covenant people of God.
Their leader, Moses, was about to leave them
behind. Thus, he encouraged and exhorted the
Israelites to obey the covenant stipulations given by
God in Deuteronomy 4:44-26:19 in response to His
faithfulness and love toward them (Deut 1:1-4:43).
How they responded, in obedience or disobedience,
would be recompensed by blessings or curses
respectively as. outlined in chapters 27-28. Then
Moses renewed the covenant with them in chapter
29:1-18 and predicted their future in general by
setting forth the consequences of their disobedience

-in chapter 29:19-29 and the future restoration from
the exile in chapter 30:1-10. Included in the hope of
the restoration is the promise of the New Covenant’
(cf. Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36:24-32) when God will
circumcise their hearts sothat t§1ey will IoveHlm with

;_"' alltheirbeing.

' ,: As you celebrate the 95 foundung
tfrsary of your church, you can look back and
to the faithfulness an%love of God in your

r.m st Manﬁves have been changed and blessed by
" God. Quite a few had theological training and have
_been serving the Lord faithfully for years. However,
j ! a,t “for you and your d\urch to continue énjoymg the
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many blessings of God for years to come, there
should be a conscious effort to choose rightly. From
Deuteronomy 30:11-20, we can learn timeless
principles about the choices we make.

A. Right choices must be based on the clear,
revealed Word of God (vv. 11-14)

Right choices are possible because of the
accessibility of God's will to us as found in His Word.
We have the commandment of the Lord made even
more accessible to us that we do not need to obtain
an oracle from any gods through divination,
consulting fortune tellers, fengshui masters or
horoscopes, or going far and wide to retrieve any
secret messages. The factis that the Word of God has
been brought so near to us that we can discuss with
our lips and meditate upon it in our hearts. We ought
to read it carefully and be guided by what has been
revealed to us if we are to make right choices in our
lives today. As the Scripture says in 2 Timothy 3:16-
17: “All Scriptureis.inspired by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness; so that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work.”

B. Right choices involve loving and obeying God
(vv.15-16a;17, 20)

Moses could only present to the people life
and prosperity (lit. the good; cf. 26:11), or death and
destruction (lit. the evil; cf. Jer 7:6; 25:7), blessing or
curse. The choice, however, belongs to the people.
The choices, as well as their consequences, have
been set in the clearest and simplest terms in verses
15-18. If the people will love God and obey_ His
commandments, then they shall be blessed in the
land; if they will not love and obey Him, they shall
perish fromtheland. Theroutetoblessing is couched
in three terms.that describethe manner in which we
are to make the right choice. We are to choose rightly
by loving God, by walking in His ways, and by keeping
His Word. Elizabeth Achtemeier noted that “Israel is
called to love Yahweh with the love of a son for-his
father. Thus Israel's love is to be a devotion which
flows spontaneously and freely from the heart, in
gratitude and response to Yahweh's fatherly love.”

X

Such love must be expressed by walking in His ways
and by keeping all His commandments. Jesus
expressed the sameideain John 14:15and 21: “If you
love Me, you will keep My commandments. He who
has My commandments and keeps them is the one
who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by
My Father, and | will love him and will disclose Myself
to him.” The commandments provide the details of
what a loving response to God looks like in practical
life. Furthermore, the term “cling” in verse 20 is used
to describe the manner of choosing in a more
intimate way. It implies a decisive, irreversible
commitmentto God. It cannot merely be the whim of
a moment, but must be the commitment of a
lifetime.

C. Right choices lead to God's blessings in life (vv.
16b, 18-20)

Observe carefully that the consequence is
intertwined with the choice. So Moses not only
presented before the people the choices, he
delineated the corresponding consequence to each
choice they made. As the Israelites chose to love and
to obey God, they were also choosing life and
prosperity. Conversely, when they chose to turn away
from God and worship idols, they were choosing
death and destruction for themselves. Richard
Clifford expresses the idea of life and death in the
following statement: “Because the speech is
liturgical, i.e. done 'before Yahweh,' life and death
has a specific meaning. Life in the liturgical context is
proximity to the Lord, . .. .Death means to be absent
from the Lord, and from the land where he dwells.
Blessings and curses mean essentially the same as
life and death—to dwell with the Lord and enjoy him
through his land, ortobe.cast out ofhislandtolivein
the landsofstrange gods.”

Members of Cebu Gospel Church, you may
not be in the land of Israel, yet God has blessed you
right where you are. Treasure.the Word of God.
Study, teach, meditate and applyitin your lives. Love
God above all else'so that you may experience His
bountiful blessings rather than having your
“lampstand”removedfromits place.
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GRATEFUL

OUR FAITHFUL GOD

Mona Li

“This is the Day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice
and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). Indeed, there was
much rejoicing when we celebrated Cebu Gospel
Church's 95" anniversary. On Saturday evening,
March 12, 2011 at Grand Convention Center, our
Thanksgiving dinner was held with so much joy and
excitement. Around 600 guests and members
attended the grand affair with the first 200
registrants receiving early bird specials of mini tool
sets or foldable ecobags. The evening program
started quite promptly. Momentum kicked in with a
short Thanksgiving message by Rev. Philip Co,
followed by a musical extravaganza by the renowned
violinist, = Professor Shang Quan of Brisbane,
Australia. Dinner was then served. Meanwhile,
excitement began to build up as 3 batches of 25
minor prizes were raffled off in between the song and
dance numbers by our very own Joybell Singing
group, Soul Searchers and PCGS drama club. After
dinner, we once' again enjoyed the beautiful and
sweet music of Prof. Quan. Aptly and with the
outpouring generosity of our elders, church council
and church members, a total of 95 prizes were to be
given away, 20 of which were major prizes.
Everybody patiently as well as expectantly stayed on
as physical presence was needed to claim the prizes!
Of course, some went home with more material
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blessings than others but nobody went home empty-
handed. Heart-shaped night lights were souvenirs for
everyone and for those who wanted to capture their
'kodak' moments, a photo booth had been set up.
Indeed, it was a night toremember and many thanks
to the organizing committees who worked tirelessly
to make this celebration truly a memorable one.
Culmination was on March 13, 2011 at our Sunday
Worship Service with Rev. Philip Co as special speaker
and wonderful music by the children of our Sunday
school as well as our Church Choir. We had another
chance to appreciate two musical pieces by Prof.
Shang Quan and again | had goose-bumps all over my
arms. What a great day it was for our beloved church!
With grateful hearts, we thank our ever faithful God.

- How time flies! For it seems like only yesterday when

we celebrated our 90" church anniversary by
proclaiming ‘God's faithfulness through the years.
Remember the triple G - God's Gregt'Grip? In that
miraculous moment when we accept Him to be our
Lord and Savior, He holds us by our wrists so that in
times of weakness and weariness, evenifwe let go of
His hands, the connection will not break. Even more
wonderful is the fact that “if we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just and will forgive oursins and purify us
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). God makes it

Gospel Light



so easy for us sinners to go back into His bosom,
perhaps too easily from a human point of view.
Somehow, we seem less forgiving toward those who
wronged us. While we eventually accept whatever
apologies that come our way, sometimes it take us
just awee bit longer than what would be considered
as magnanimous. Thankfully that is not the way our
loving God works, for 'because of God's great love we
are not consumed, for His compassions never fail,
they are new every morning; Great is Thy
faithfulness” (Lamentations 3: 22-23). Indeed, our
gracious God is faithful — yesterday, today and
forever.

As we celebrate our 95" anniversary, | thank God for
the privilege of being a part of this big happy family
called Cebu Gospel Church. To be a member of the
second oldest Chinese church inthe Philippinesis, for
me, God's providence. | first came to know God, His
love and tender mercies inside the pillars of Cebu
Christian School. Mama Rose was a Roman Catholic
but she chose to enroll us at CCS simply because it
was a Chinese school and more importantly, just a
stone throw away from our rented apartment on
Junquera Street. Not onlywasit more convenient for
Mama to keep an eye on the five of us, she was able
tosave on transportation expenses. There was no oil
crisis then and fares were cheap, but still Mama Rose
carefully handled the hard-earned money Papa
Awing sent from afar. No, Papa was not an OFW but
rather an OSW (over the seas worker) as Papa Awing
worked as the general manager of Yankee Trading in
Surigao City. It was inevitable that we would be
exposed to Protestant teachings while studying at
CCS. Again, it was God's providence that Mama
willingly allowed ustojoin all the religious activities,
including extracurricular ones. We attended CYF and
became members of the “Now Generation” singing

group.
It has been 40 years since | was baptized in this very

church and publicly declared Christ as my personal
Lord and Savior. Loving me and all of us the way He

X

o A Ty
- - = B g
g, Vo MO e - = A = L s
te — T, P - T . ) ——— L 3
. 'ﬁf":.-- e A L L s+ S B
— TG g o e = P it :“""‘\‘k“;(‘ . B - -
3 - "\" i e e N — % - S ety } =N

does, we can't help being eternally grateful for His
mercies. How then do we, mere mortals, show our
gratitude to an omnipotent God? Of all the Bible
stories that|'ve heard and been told, 'the widow with
two mites' is still one of my favorites. Why? It shows
what a gracious God we have. For Christ to value the
two mites of the widow more than all the money put
in together by the rest of the people, including the
rich ones, has inspired and will always inspire me to
give only the very best to Him. All of us are
wonderfully yet differently made and there will
always be greater and lesser persons than ourselves.
For to whom much is given, from him much will be
required (Luke 12:48) and to those who think they
have less, remember the widow with two mites.
Praise God for what matters most to Him is that we
give all that we have and all that we are to Him
joyfully and with grateful hearts.

The celebration for our church's anniversary is over,
and as we take a breather to assess all that has
happened, we should not forget that the race is still
on towards a century of existence. Maybe it will be
aptly called as 'The Celebration of A Century'. Lord
willing, all of us will still be here to celebrate such a
grand occasion. What gift do we plan to bring this
time or do we come before Him empty-handed?
People around the world are suffering because of
natural calamities, disasters, political upheavals and
financial crisis. Now, more than ever, we need to
share this great news that all is not lost if we have
Christ, the Almighty God, in our hearts. 500 members
attended our 95" anniversary celebration, if each of
us could bring in one new member in the next 5
years, a thousand members by 2016 would be
attainable, but is this the best we can offer God? At
the end of our races in life, can we look straight in
God's eyes and echo Paul's words by saying: | have
fought the good fight, | have finished the race, and |
have kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7). Will we hear His
sweet reply: 'Yes, indeed you have, my good and
faithful servant.' ToGod be theglory!!!
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PART 4 WHEN GREAT EMPIRES COLLIDE

Welcome to the fourth of our irreverent history series on the history of Christianity. We hope to eventually cover the origins,
development, and current state of Christianity. We try to provide a general understanding of the topic - so, what you read here
will be quite general. We try to cover history in general terms and present the majority view, but our research is not perfect.
Brickbats (and much more preferably bouquets) can be directed to our e-mail address at history@cebugospelchurch.com.

In our previous installment, The Jews endured 80 years of exile in Babylon, but were allowed to return to Jerusalem when the
Persians took over. Although they were now part of an empire, they had complete autonomy and religious freedom. With

walls rebuilt and Temple restore
Europe, and such peace will not last for long...

he Persian Empire, also called the Achaemenid Empire,

is the largest in the world at this point in history. At

the peak of its power, it controlled 8 million square
kilometers of land spanning three continents, including parts
of Greece, Russia, Afghanistan, and Pakistan, and the entire
Middle Eastand Egypt.

Controlling such a large territory is not easy. So the
Persians simplified communications by adopting a common
language, Aramaic, for the region. This is the same language
Jesus would speak. To make it easier to govern, the Persian
empire was divided into provinces called satrapies, adminis-
tered by a governor called a satrap. Satrapies are given a lot of
They still needed to

The amount due was

freedom, but are not fully independent.
remit tax collections to the empire.
reasonable and based on each territory’s ability to pay. For
example, the very rich city of Babylon had to contribute 1,000
silver talents (a talent weighs about 67 pounds) and four

months of food supply per year.

Under the Persian empire, Judah was known as the
satrapy of Yehud. Jerusalem, its administrative center, was a
very small city. Modern historians estimate Jerusalem’s
population at that time to be around 1,500; the entire province
had no more than 30,000 people. Zerubbabel, a descendant of
one of the last kings of Judah, was Yehud’s first satrap.

All in all, the Jews were free to govern themselves and
worship their God. This liberal practice came from the Persian
belief in Zoroastrianism, a monotheistic religion that prohibited
slavery. While it is replaced by Islam in modern-day Persia

(Iran),, some people in India still practiceit.
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, life seems to return to normal. But Jerusalem lies at the crossroads of Asia, Africa, and

The Greco-Persian Wars

Persia has a long history of war with the city-states of
Greece. Known as the birthplace of diplomacy, Greece is
located in southern Europe, bordered by the Mediterranean
Sea in the South and the Aegean Sea to the west. To support its
growing population, the Greeks established colonies in Asia
Minor, known today as Turkey. These colonies are where the
Persians first confronted the Greeks, when Cyrus the Great

conquered them and added them to his Empire.

The Greeks didn’t set out to liberate their colonies out-
right, but they encouraged the colonies to revolt. The lonian
Revolt, fomented by the city of Athens and Eretria in 499 BCE,
took the Persians six years to put down. Darius the Great, then

king of Persia, vowed revenge against Greece.

He struck in492 BCE, first sending his son-in-law to secure
a land route to Greece. Once that was done, Darius sent
ambassadors to the city-states, demanding that they surren-
der. Twocities, Athens and Sparta, chose to fight — they killed

Darius’ ambassadors instead of sending areply.

A Persian fleet set out a year later to occupy the Greek
mainland. The expedition captured Eretria and burned it to
the ground. It then landed in the bay of Marathon, some 42
kilometers from Athens. But despite their greater numbers
and lack of support from Sparta, the Persians were shockingly
defeated in the pivotal Battle of Marathon. Athenian soldier
Pheidippides was said to have run from Marathon to all the way
Athens to announce their victory, and then collapsed and died.

This is why the marathon has such a strange length today.
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Darius was building up a second army when he died in 486
BCE. His son and successor Xerxes raised a massive army. He
then ordered two floating bridges to be built across the
Hellespont — the traditional boundary between Asia and

Europe. The army marched off towards Greece in 481 BCE.

The second Greco-Persian War started with a series of
Persian victories. After winning the Battle of Thermopylae,
The Greeks

evacuated the city, and the victorious Persians burned it to the

the army marched westward towards Athens.

ground. Xerxes then set his focus on Peloponnesus peninsula,

where still-defiant Sparta was located.

The second expedition met shocking defeat in the naval
The Athenian-led Greek navy ambushed

and inflicted heavy losses on Xerxes’ much larger fleet. With

battle of Salamis.

victory no longer certain, and not wanting to stay away from
Persia for too long, Xerxes pulled back most of the army to
Asia. He left a general in charge to hold their gains, but the

now-smaller army was obliterated a year after.

Having liberated the mainland, the Allied Greeks
marched on towards Asia, retaking several of the colonies
previously conquered by Cyrus. The war went back and forth
for several years, and even extended as far as Egypt.
Fortunately for the Jews, it never reached Jerusalem. Peace
came only in 449 BCE, after 30 years of intermittent fighting.

The bloodshed would have a big impact a century later, on
a warrior-king who lived in the Greek city-state of Macedon.
Born to King Philip Il and his fourth wife Olympias in 356 BCE,
and tracing his ancestry to the legendary Greek hero Heracles,
Alexander appeared to be destined for greatness.
The Macedonian King

The Kingdom of Macedon is located in Northeast Greece.
While it shared the language and culture of the Greek city-
the other

city-states were democracies, but Macedon had a hereditary

states, Macedon had a unique style of government —

monarchy. Thus, the Greeks didn’t completely trust the
Macedonians or consider them as 100% Greek.

Macedon was a vassal state of Persia during the Greco-
Roman war, and gained independence after Persians were
driven out of Greece. After peace with Persia, the city-states
went back fighting among themselves for influence and

power. They became easy prey for the Macedonians.

MACEDONIAN (359 3B

Although politically unimportant, Israel stood at the crossroads of Asia, Africa,
and Europe. Naturally, it formed part of the territory of any ambitious Empire in
the region.




Alexander’s father prepared the country well. He armed

his foot soldiers with a heavy two-handed lance more than
double the length of the existing weapons. The cavalry were
given the best and most powerful horses. Philip also paid his
soldiers a salary, creating the world’s first professional army.
Previously, armies were populated with drafted conscripts or
mercenaries. With his well-trained and motivated army,

Philip brought Greece under his control.
Philip groomed Alexander to be his heir, providing him

with military training. Alexander’s tutor Aristotle taught him
the sciences, philosophy, and theology. Legend has it that a
horse trader brought a fine massive black horse to sell to
Philip. However, the horse was too wild, so nobody could
control it. Except for 13 year old Alexander, who noticed the
horse was afraid of its own shadow. After turning it towards
the sun where it couldn’t see the shadow, he managed to tame
it. The astonished Philip bought it for Alexander, who named
the horse Bucephalus.

Philip was preparing to go to war with Persia, using
revenge (for Xerxes’ attack over a hundred years ago) and
liberation of the Asia Minor colonies as his excuse. Before he
could begin, he was assassinated by one of his bodyguards in
336 BCE. Alexander ascended to the throne of Macedon at the
age of twenty, and had to postpone his father’s campaign.
Several city-states took Philip’s death as an opportunity to
break free from Macedonian control, and it took Alexander

two years to reestablish Macedon’s dominance.

Finally free to focus on external enemies, Alexander
gathered up an army of over 40,000 soldiers, and crossed the

Hellespontinto Asia. It was time to make Persia pay.
Conquest of Persia

King Darius III did not pay much heed to the Macedonian
incursion at first. His army was many times bigger. The
Macedonian army was strong on land, but didn’t have a strong
navy. It would be easy to blockade the enemy’s supplies.
Finally, they were led by this... young and inexperienced boy!?
Whathad he to fear?

In fairness to Darius, his position wasn’t completely
secure. He was sitting on the throne in Persepolis only because
his last two predecessors, Artaxerxes III and son Arses, were

poisoned to death — by the same man who then installed him
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as king of Persia. Although he had nothing to do with the
murders, there would have been rumors about his involve-
ment that would weaken his authority. Finally, the satrapies
of Egypt and Babylonia were rebelling against Persia, so he

cold not give Alexander his full attention.

Alexander started his campaign by conquering the port
cities of Asia Minor. Herealized that without places tolaunch
their ships from (to hit Macedon), the Persian sea advantage
was useless. Alexander was methodical but merciless: any
city that dared resist is destroyed, and the people killed or sold
as slaves. In many ways, the “civilized” Greeks who viewed

Persians as barbarians were complete hypocrites.

His first major battle against the Persians occurred in
the banks of the Granicus River, against the satraps of Asia
Minor and a few thousand hired mercenaries from Greece.
Alexander was a hands-on leader, and preferred to fight
alongside his men. He personally led the royal squad of the
elite Companion cavalry, even when charging the enemy.

The young king was almost killed in this battle.

Alexander’s subsequent victory made Darius sit up and
pay attention. This boy wasn’t a pushover like he thought!
And now, he must personally go and fight the upstart king
himself! While Alexander consolidated his gains in Asia
Minor, Darius raised an army. Both sides finally clashed in
333 BCE near the town of Issus.

Much like the Battle of Granicus, the Battle of Issus took
place on the banks of the Pinarus River where its strong
current make it difficult for anyone to cross. But Alexander
crossed it anyway, leading the cavalry charge. He went
straight for Darius, but the king escaped. When Darius left,
morale sank and the Persian army collapsed.
Humiliatingly, Darius” mother, wife, and children were all

captured in this battle (Alexander treated them well).

Darius’ retreat to the East gave Alexander a free hand to
go to Egypt. On the way, he stopped to massacre the
resisting cities of Tyre and Gaza. He was met in Jerusalem
by a priestly procession that supposedly showed him the
book of Daniel (chapter 8 would be a good passage to show
him). He didn’t touch the city, and chose instead to offer
sacrifices (properly!) to the God of the Jews.

Gosfrel Light



AI.EANDER THE GREAT ON BUCEPAL
Detail from the Alexander Mosaic depicting the Batle of lssus.

Alexander continued on towards Egypt, which surren-
dered without a fight. He was greeted as a liberator by
grateful (or perhaps fearful) Egyptians, and crowned as
Pharaoh. His lasting legacy in Egypt was to create the city
of Alexandria, populating it with his wounded and veteran

soldiers. Itis thesecond-largestcity in Egypttoday.
Of course, Alexandria, Egypt wasn’t the only city the

Macedon king founded (or named after himself). There is
also Alexandrupolis (Bulgaria), Alexandria-in-Troax
(Turkey), Alexandria-in-Aria (Helmut, Afghanistan), Alex-
andria-in-Arachosia (Kandahar, Afghanistan), Alexandria
Eschaté (Tajikistan), Alexandria-in-Margiana (Turkmen-

istan), and many more... Humble, heain’t.

Alexander’s vacation in Egypt gave Darius enough
time to raise another army. Darius had alot of time to think
about his past failure, and this time he left nothing to
He recruited the best soldiers from the Persian
Empire, and ordered the battlefield to be flattened. This

way, his scythed chariots could move freely unlike in the

chance.

muddy banks of Granicus or Pinarus.

In 331 BCE, Alexander fought Darius again near the
village of Gaugamela, now modern-day Mosul, Iraq.
Alexander’s army was outnumbered 2 to 1, but at least his
men were well-rested. Darius” army was kept awake the

night before, fearful of any surprise attack.

What happened at the Battle of Gaugamela changed the
course of modern history, but nobody knew what really
happened that day. Some say Darius panicked again after
seeing Alexander go straight for him. Others say his men

deserted en-masse. The Macedonians were victorious.

# X

N KING DARIUS Il
Detail from the Alexander Mosaic depicting the Batle of lssus.

The victorious army swept into the unprotected capital

of the Persian empire, and plundered the royal treasury. In
an unfortunate turn of events, a drunken Alexander
“accidentally” set fire to some buildings in Persepolis. But
since only the Palace of Xerxes was completely destroyed, it

was likely an act of arson, revenge along time in coming.

Darius fled East, hoping to raise yet another army to
turn back the invaders. This time, his luck ran out. He was
murdered by his own satrap. The murderer crowned
himself Artaxerxes IV and briefly fought Alexander’s army

before he was captured and executed for regicide.

Darius’ death in 300 BCE marked the end of the Persian
Empire. Alexander gave the king a state funeral, and
completed his ascension as the King of Asia by marrying
Darius’ daughter. The Greeks’ revenge was complete, but
that wasn’t enough for Alexander. He went further east,
and pushed into India, adding more territory to his empire
and exterminating anybody who dared resist.

Alexander’s own men were running out of patience.
Persia was destroyed, mission accomplished They had
been in Asia for nearly ten years, and they missed their
families in Europe. What were they doing here in this
weird place with scary war elephants? Only loyalty and

Alexander’s personal charisma kept those feelings in check.

In our next installment of the Irreverent History series,
we promise less history and more religion! We see what
finally stopped Alexander the Great’s march to conquer the
world, and what changes the destruction of Persia does to

the Jews. Comingsoon, only in Gospel Light!
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Thank You, Lord!

Some people have this notion that
Thanksgiving Day is the “day” to say
thank you or be grateful and that is why
we celebrate it.

Thanksgiving Day is to remind us that we
have to thank God and the people who
have helped us, be they our family,
friends, drivers, or complete strangers.

It is also a reminder of God'’s faithfulness
towards us, how He showed His love to
us through His Son (undeserving though
we may be), giving us inner joy and
peace in the midst of uncertainties that
surround us, hope in every challenge we
meet, faith to cling on when troubles and
temptations come, for giving us blessings

CAMERA!T ACTION!

Compiled by: Pastor Rosaline Lim

that we may also share them to others,
and for His overflowing grace that helps
and keeps us going every day.

Last 25th of November 2010, our church
celebrated Thanksgiving. We were
grateful to have Dr. Harold Sala as our
speaker that evening.

We thank God for all the Fellowships
that He has bestowed us. To show our
gratitude to Him, each Fellowship
rendered different special numbers to
our Lord.

May we always be grateful of our lives
whether in laughter or in tears.
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Baptismal

There were 16 candidates (10
candidates from our mother
church, CGC and 6 candidates
from her daughter church,
MGC) who surrendered their
lives to our Lord Jesus and
were baptized last November
28,2010. They were: Julianne
Liana Co, Erwina Chan, Jendrick Shawn
Chan, Charles Joshua Chiu, Beverly
Amanda Gothong, Redh Edgar Christian
Honoridez, Hannah Samantha Key, Grace
Kim, Joelia Marie Lee Yu, Daveric Daniel
Ong, Clarinda Noreen Sy, Nelson Calvin
Sy, Jacqueline Mae Tan, Gladys Leslie
Robins Uy, Irvin Edu Valenzuela and Tina
Wu.

e At

We would like to encourage each and
everyone to continue on interceding for
these newly baptized members and
welcome them to God'’s family. May we
set good examples to them as they grow
in the Lord.

“Proclaiming Christ” by Dr. Joseph Shao

Dr. Joseph Shao came to share our third
quarter theme “Proclaiming Christ” last
November 28, 2010. Sadly, many who
call themselves or thought that they
were called to become “preachers” or
“pastors” hardly mention Christ’s name
in their messages. No gospel is found in
their sermons and mostly ,they talk
about happiness, success, blessings and
other trivial things instead.

Christmas—Choir Cantata

Jingle bells ...
jingle all the
way...... deck the
halls with boughs
ofholly falalala
.. la.

Christmas is
always one of the
most awaited
season for
everyone.

Proclaiming Christ in this present time is
not easy because there are different
teachings that are being taught or that
different beliefs have come out that
confused people. Because of this,
people don't want to listen to other
“teachings” or “beliefs”.

For those who are really called into this
ministry, let us stay faithful to the Word
of God & stop those “motivational

Excitement and bustling noises surround
you.

People are caught up in buying gifts and
preparing for festivites. Gatherings,
reunions and parties are happening
every where. This is the season that
excites us. But the real deal is that in
spite of all the bustling activities, can the
world still remember why we are
celebrating Christmas? We may have
heard the story of the birth of Christ so

messages” which can deceive instead of
leading people to Christ.

James 3:1,“Not many of you should
become teachers, my brothers, for
you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness.”

May this passage remind us of our
accountability to God and to others as
teachers of God's Word.

May the apinit of Christmas bring you
peace,
Jhe gladneas of Chrisbmas give you hope,
Jhe warmth of Christmas grant you love.
~Author Wiknown

many times that sometimes we don’t
want to hear it any more. Often we
forget why God sent His Son—it was to
save us from this chaotic and
condemned world and that we may not
perish eternally.

Last Dec. 19, 2010, the church choir gave
a short cantata. One of the songs
entitled “Sing Gloria Tonight!”reminded
us how heavens rejoiced when our
Savior wasborn to bring peace to all
mankind.




We praise God
for choosing a
new leader to
serve Him and for
the reelection of
past deacons and
deaconesses so

i they can continue
& their calling to

\ T serve.
i

Being a church leader is not an easy
calling. If you look at the dictionary, the
word deacon means “to wait” or
“waiter”, meaning to serve others.

Many don’t know the real meaning of
the word deacon. Some think it means
“church leader” or a higher position in
the church or someone who has
authority.

To be a deacon is to have the privilege to
serve God & the church though it may
not be a perfect one. It is a way to let
others know that serving God and
people is a fulfilling experience, a way to
do more things for Him. May we run the
race not just because of the prize but to
give back what is due Him.

Congratz! Dea. Gilbert Yap and to the re-
elected.

(2011) Ist Theme Seminar : “Christ, the Cornerstone of Church
Leadership” by Dr. Stewart Young

On Sunday, January 30, 2011, Dr. Stewart
Young came and shared to us the first
theme entitled “Christ, the Cornerstone
of Church Leadership”.

not a lover of money. He must manage
his own household well, with all dignity
keeping his children submissive...” (1
Tim. 3:2-4).

What really is the
qualification of a church
leader? The Bible tells us
thatin order to become
one, he must be “above
reproach, the husband of
one wife, sober-minded,
self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable,
able to teach, not a
drunkard, not violent but
gentle, not quarrelsome,

Jesus Christ is himself the

cornerstone—Eph. 2:20

1 Moreover, he should know

| God’s word well and not just
by knowledge but by heart
and discernment.

No matter how “good” you
are but if Christisn’t part of
your goodness, it’s just good
for nothing. To help the
church grow not only in
numbers but in quality , the
church leaders themselves

Child Dedication

February 6, 2011, a little baby girl was
dedicated to the Lord by her parents,
Jonathan & Sharon Teyu. This little
bundle of joy is named Zara Sofia Teyu.

This child is surely blessed for she was
bornin a Christian home. May her
parents guide her in the way of the Lord
and that she may not depart from His
Word.

May we keep little Zara in our prayers
that she will grow beautifully in the Lord
and that she will be used by God to fulfill
His plans.

The Bible teaches parents to guide their
children well and discipline them in
God’s way, not their way. As Proverbs
23:13 says, “Do not withhold discipline
from a child; if you strike him with a rod,

should be the one to set good examples
and be trained so that they will know
more of God’s Word.

A person is called by God and is chosen
by His people because he or she is
qualified, not because they are good
friends or that person is rich and gives
big to the church but rather they are
right for the job. Sad to say, many church
leaders do not really understand what
leadership means nor do they make
Christ as their cornerstone. They depend
on what they know and have. God gave
His Son in order that the leaders of the
church will follow His example and make
Him their foundation.

Folly is bound up in the heart of a
child, but the rod of discipline
drives it far from him.
Proverbs 22:15

he will not die.” Instead, it corrects &
imparts wisdom to the child—but if we
give them the wrong “love”, the child will
become a disgrace to his parents (Prov.
29:15).




PCGS Sunday

Cebu Gospel Church celebrated Philippine
Christian Gospel School (P.C.G.S.) Sunday last
February 20, 2011. Pastor Angelo Gutierrez
shared God’s Word that Sunday morning,
reminding us how blessed the teachers and
students are for belonging to a Christian
school. That they have this special privilege to
get to know more of Christ and how a
Christian community works.

Indeed, it is true that we are very blest by

PCGS _taid |
God for the Kggicigg‘_iw,
chance to % i
study and J - - -9 e
grow upin a i% A 58 TN
Christian EYTUTET ¢y
school and i

hopefully, we =
can be blessings to others and share God'’s
Word to them even as we leave the pillars of
the school; and of course, set good examples
to those who are in need of Christ and all

those who don’t know Christ at all.

To God Be the Glory!

“With a grateful heart, with a song of praise, with an outstretch arm, | will bless your name. Thank you, Lord. |

CELEBRATION !

“FAITHFUL GOD,

just wanna thank you, Lord ...” - Don Moen.

“Faithful God, Grateful Hearts” was the theme of our 95th church anniversary. Truly, God has been so
gracious and faithful to our church for the past 95 years. Surely, there is no such thing as a perfect church, for
people have their own opinion, have their own points of view and are of different characters and personalities;
but, the important thing is that Christ is in the midst of the church and through Him, there is unity, love and
respect for each other.

God always has a purpose in every challenge He allows the church to go through. Question is how do
we respond? Do we mock the church, leave the church, criticize , fight or add more problems to the church? Or,
do we pray for the church, help find solutions, encourage one another? Most important of all, do we depend
more on God and ask wisdom and discernment from Him? There will be adjustments to be made butare we
willing to meet half way in order to achieve it?

| grew up in this church and have been serving the church for quite sometime now. | saw people come
and go. There are lots of changes.....old buildings made new..... new leaders elected and groomed..... | saw how
the church faced trials & challenges and witnessed how God’s sufficient grace allowed the church to reach 95
years. If God isn’t with us, surely we wouldn’t make it through 95 and still going. Pride, selfishness and politics
can destroy not just the church but each other’s relationship. May we ask God to give us teachable hearts,

95TH ANNIVERSARY
GRATEFUL HEARTSY”

Last March 12-13 of 2011, the church
celebrated her 95th anniversary. A
thanksgiving dinner hosted all the members
and guests as they celebrated with
gratefulness to God at Grand Majestic
Convention last March 12, 2011.

Guests from different Chinese churches in
the Philippines (Luzon, Visayas & Mindanao)
came and celebrated with us on this special
occasion. There were at least 50 guests
who attended the said event. 75 minor
prizes and 20 major prizes were raffled
away .

We are very thankful to all the donors of the
prizes. May God continue to bless you.

Sunday, March 13, 2011 was the church’s

humility and God fearing church leaders and members.

anniversary worship service. The church was
fully packed with members and guests.
Young children from the Sunday School
Department offered praises to God by a
song number and an interpretive dance
number. It was so fulfilling to see their faces
lit up and smiled while singing.

Rev. Philip Co was the anniversary speaker
and he said that we are truly blessed — that
God has allowed us to reach such long years
of existence.... that we have each other
working hand in hand and running the race
together to accomplish God’s work.

May we realize how truly blessed we are by
God through His faithfulness. Let us not
forget to show our gratitude towards Him
every day of our lives.

With a thankful heart
We will give You praise
You've been so good
Covered us with grace
You have been our strength
In a time so dark
So we worship You
With a thankful heart

So we lift up our praise
And we lift up out sacrifice to You
Lord we offer our prayers
And we offer our lives in gratitude
For all You do
We worship You
With a thankful heart

Don Moen
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YEAR 2006 IN PICTURES

CHURCH THEME

Pursuing Excellence After God's Own Heart 2% & 5 245
THEME VERSE: Hebrews. 13:20-21
—Hebrews 13:20-21 talks about God giving us peace
through our Lord Jesus, equipping us that we may do His
will and what is pleasing to His sight. May we pursue
excellence for God's glory as he equips us to do His will.

MANDAUE GOSPEL CHURCH

Cebu Gospel Church - Mandaue Branch started it’s Sunday Worship Service on January 5, 2006.

CHILD DEDICATION

Children are blessings from God. They are treasures more precious than jewels or any gems. How parents
rear them is also important as they can show them the right kind of love.

May the parents of these children nurture them well and raise
them up the way God has commanded them to. They should
also remember their accountabilities toward God.

The following children were dedicated to the Lord: Justeen
Faye Avellana, Tom Kenley Ledesma, Caitlin Deene Ong, Hans
Gabriel Saw, Jonathan Ryan Tio, Lyle Kristoff Castro, Cian
Dimitri Chua,Jayden Christoffer Chan, Marina Penn See Diet,
Michelle Paige See Diet

goTH - This passage tells us to thank our Creator for giving

%
1, us the privilege to be his “sheep in the pasture” and

<
b

ANNIVERSARY for being faithful to us. That is why the psalmist tells
us to make a joyful noise, serve God with gladness,
“PROCLAIM GOD'S come into his presence with singing, enter his gates
ENDURING FAITHFULNESS”  with thanksgiving and into his courts with praises in
EE&HEH our mouths — because the Lord is good, his steadfast

THEME VERSE: PSALM 100

love endures forever and his faithfulness to all
BY: REV. MICHAEL TSANG

generation. (Ps. 100) May we also be faithful to Him
and the generation that follows us.




BAPTISM

Baptism symbolizes an announcement to the public that you have accepted Christ as your Lord and personal Savior
and that you are now part of God's family. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away, behold, the new has come.” (2Cor.5:17) Once a person is baptized, he shouldrealize that his old-self (old ways
or habitual sin) is gone and new-self (changed life) has come. When you’re being immersed in the water, it
symbolizes that you have died with Christ, your old-self is buried together with him,; and when you come out from
the water, itsymbolizesyour new being in Christ.

From Cebu Gospel Church, the following were baptized:

===

Jimmy Avellana, Christine Chua, Jan Erika
Go, Faith Alexis Oh, Lorraine Elizabeth
Ong, Philma Yap, Gina Claire Ng, Hannah
Joyce Matutina, Harrison Chua, Berkley Ng,
Jeremey Jay Po, and Justin Greg To Chip

C == 0 ="

Erwin Colina, Peter Po Ill, Maria Tolosa, Lynnette Uy, Edward John Colina, Lorenz Colina, Evelyn Go Colina,
Christine Uy, Iris Hannah Yap, Frank Ngo & William Ngo

NEWS IN BRIEF

* 1st Evangelistic Meeting held at MGC on March 19, 2006 with Rev. Danny Reyes as Speaker
* 10th CBDTI Youth Summer Conference at Dumaguete City entitled Youth Extreme Challenge

* CGC Mission Committee held a Medical Mission at PCGS on Aug 5, 2006 and the 1st JLY Medical Mission held
outside of Cebu at Hilongos, Leyte last July 8, 2006

* 2nd Evangelistic meeting in MGC by Rev. Jeremiah Cheung




ACCF Couples' Enrichment Retreat at EGI Maribago, Mactan

<< <
* 10 delegates from CGC completed the cross cultural mission

exposure training by the Christian Bible Church of the ) L. o .
Philippines (CBCP) Mission EmphaS|s:

Heed the Call
* Elder Peter Yap represented our Mission Committee in visiting 1‘&&‘5‘*
the church mission work in China on Oct. 11-15, 2006 by Rev. Jeremiah Cheung

* The following had been - WA
elected as Deacons and PRFE sy Cungr Sy
Deaconesses for the year . T3 ',
2007-2009-Tiong Khing Ong, - 2 7-21.7.2006
Henry Tiu, Philip Uy, Tony Yap, \
Irene T. Ong Magdalena
Po,Jenny Ting and Lily K.
Young.

* Evangelism Explosion-Using
Evangecube

* 1Ist MGC Family Retreat last
Dec 2006

Sl Our church pastors and 16 church members joined the 7th Chinese Congress
on World Evangelization (CCOWE) in Macau last July 17-21, 2006



CHURCH THEME

Devotion To God, Compassion For Men
BENH RN A

THEME VERSE: Matthew. 22: 37-39

- Matt. 22:37-39is a very familiar passage for us: “love
the Lord with all your heart ... and love your neighbour
as yourself”. A very easy command given to us but a —
difficult one to follow. How can people love God with
all their heart, mind, soul & strength when they are
easily consumed by all the happenings and things around them such as technologies, movies, gadgets,
business, leisure, and success, among others. When it comes to serving in the church, so many reasons
are given just to be free from their responsibilities.

- How can we have compassion towards others when we easily keep track of other’s faults, when we tend to
look down at others or think that we are better than others. Where is the compassion? Christ showed
compassion to those who needed it, not tear them down. Joseph was thrown into a cistern and sold by
his brothers but he showed compassion to them. Never did he show vengeful attitude nor was he spiteful
— that's compassion for men. How can we have an impact towards others when there's no compassion?
And how can people see Christ in our lives when compassion is not seen nor felt?

MGC THEME: Family for Christ

» <

CGC 1st Joint Worship Service with MGC during our
Congregational Sunday

91" ANNIVERSARY
“SPREADING THE GOSPEL WITH ONE HEART & ONE MIND”
Fles &~ Birigd
THEME VERSE: Phil. 1:3-6

BY: REV. CHUA CHI

- Paul told the people in the church of Philippi how grateful he

. 1! was to them for praying and supporting him from the

CH ILD DED'CA‘”ON beginning of his ministry even when he was in prison. The
The following children were dedicated to church in Philippi shared the gospel just as how Paul had
the Lord: Sandee Rae Ledesma, Yael taught them from the very beginning and still continued in
Gwayne Lopez, Isaiah Jameson Tan, Keith spite of Paul’s predicament. Paul had hoped that Christians

Dominic Yu, Diana Alexandra Gothong today would share the same gospel.

(LR




NEWS IN BRIEF

* Baptism(CGC)-Mark Vincent Chua, Eugene
Dy, Jefferson Tan, Carl Andrew Sy, Clarence
Aaron Sy, Aaron Lemuel Ong, Robert
Hansford Ching, Sarah, Tio, Michelle Tio and
Gail Leslie Uy

* Baptism(MGC)- Jeanne Uy and Diosdada
Oscares

* Operation:Jesus Loves You(JLY) Medical
Mission at Sogod, Cebu

* CGC Youth Summer Conference on April 9-14,
2007 at MGC. Main Speaker was Ptr. Terence
Lim entitled "Because of Christ...| am, I can, |

will" B 5 A8 - &R - e AL

* We welcomed Dr. Jeanne Caramoan, Rev. Yu
Bon Kim and Mrs. Aida Yu and Ptr. Rosaline
Lim to serve in our church

42
;PASS]IQN

eaker: Elder Allen Lim
- Sept. 20-23, 2007

B E E R

%overbs 130! “"He who wins souls is wise”

* “Lead like Jesus” training on April 2-3, 2007 at El

Salvador, Danao City. 22 youth leaders from our
church attended the training

* Dr. Wanda Po Liam Giok and Ptr. Alice Huang went to

Han Zhou, China for a short term mission on April 18-
27,2007

* Dr. Jeanne Caramoan went with 4 of our young people

to Vigan City for a short term mission while 41 youth
delegates from our church attended the 32nd FCCF
nationwide summer youth conference in Bagiuo City

* Children Ministry Conference conducted by the

Scripture Union for the Sunday School Teachers at
PCGS on April 12-14, 2007. Topic- 52 Creative Ideas to
teach Bible Stories to children

* Starting July, 2007 Good News TV program could be

viewed at Skycable channel 74 in Cebu

Mission Emphasis:
Passion for Souls

BREER

by Dr. Allen Lim




HAPPENINGS
Co==e9

* MGC Evangelistic Meeting by
Prof. Allen Lim

* MGC held once a month

Equipping Sessions
* DVBS-Star Quest 7 £ & &

* Rev. Danny Reyes conducted a

special seminar on "Filipino

Chinese Youth Culture1” 3 % CGC Chplr géve e? presentation entitled
# "Who is this Child?" on Dec 23, 2007
% £ X1t 1 last Oct 27, 2007 during Worship Service

* The following were elected as
Deacons and Deaconnesses for Merrgihrisimasi@¥HappyiNewivear
the year 2008-2010-Alexander
Te, Philip Yap, Nixon Po,
Emmanuel Ong, Mona Chang

Li, Rose Marie Su Castro, Jane

Jane Ong and Josephine Que

Yu.

* Junior Winter Camp on Dec.

26-28, 2007 at MGC

ca=l==>
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MGC Children's Choir rendered their Christmas
presentation on Dec 16, 2007




CHURCH THEME

Take Root Downward, Bear Fruit Upward
mTHR - LER
THEME VERSE: Isaiah. 37:31
- God's Word should not be only head knowledge but should be
allowed to saturate our lives so we can please and glorify God.

MGC THEME: To Proclaim Christ

CHILD
| DEDICATION

The following children

were dedicated
to the Lord:
Percival Andrei Yap,

Mikayla Louise Yap,
Christian Dean Ong

QZND AN N |VE RSARY - Jesus came down to earth not to be served but to serve. This is an example for

us Christians to follow. Sad to say, we always have this attitude of diffidence;

“SERVING AND LOVING” conscious of who is in the higher or lower position. Christ is Lord, King, Saviour
RFEATHE and Prince of Peace, yet he washed the dirty feet of his disciples without any
THEME VERSE: John 13:1-5 hesitation! What about us? Does money or position really matter when it

by DR. DAVID CHEUNG comes to serving & loving Him? Can we still be called Christ's disciples if these

things matter to us?




* A special seminar was conducted by Rev. Danny
Reyes on "Filipino Chinese Youth Culture 2" last on
January 26, 2008

* CGC Membership Committee organized Senior
Citizens Outing last Feb 7, 2008 at Guba, Talamban

Baptism(CGC)

Dereik Micah Po, Nathaniel
Isaac Yu, Catherine Mae Chua,
Charmaine De Leon, Loralee
Gayle Ong, and Joanah Uy

DVBS
Treasures Unlimited

BIROIHE

3 Sister's fellowship held an evangelistic
meeting on March 25, 2008 at the CGC
Auditorium. Topic was "Diabetes: Causes
and Cure" with Dr/Ptr. Jeanne Caramoan as
speaker.

3 Baptism(MGC)-Tirso Go and Tan siu Tuan

3 Musical Concert by the Covenant Singers
last April 30, 2008 entitled "Songs of Faith”

3 Welcomed Ptr. & Mrs. Eric Chan, Ptr. Keren

Tan, Ptr. Angelo and Ptr. Charmaine Yu
Gutierrez to serve in our church

3 Seminar entitled"Biblical Principles of
Church Leadership" by Rev. David Cheung
on June 28, 2008

@3 The renovation of our Sunday School
building started last July, 2008

3 The CYF celebrated its 60th anniversary




Kian Kee 60th Founder's Day Grand Alumni Homecoming
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SEMINARS . Our Mission”

¢ BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES
OF THE CHURCH

LEADERSHIP
wELRAEHGA

e
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4
— REV. DAVID
CHEUNG

* FILIPINO YOUTH

CHINESE CULTURE 2

FREEFHFXL2
— REV. DANNY REYES

AE e hARRS

 Pastor JEBO BANZUELO SEPT. 25:28, 2008

= CGC Musical
Evangelistic Meeting
by Rev. Lui Shiau
Ting/Lao Sam of
Good TV Ministry
last Oct. 25, 2008

= Donations were sent
to the Szechuan
Earthquake victims
in China

Mission Emphasis:

Christ's Mission, our Mission
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by Pastor Jay Banzuelo
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v Billy Graham's
evangelistic video
training program

v’ Unicable Destiny started
broadcasting "GOOD TV” ,
on Channel 78
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CGC Christmas Cantata




CHURCH THEME
One Christ, One Church
h—AH - -LH—Fi
THEME VERSE: Ephesians 4:4-6
- As we become part of God's family, we are assigned to
different and specific tasks. We have roles to perform as
Christ's body — Christ is the head, some of us may be the
feet that help bring people the good news in different
places; we may be the hands that help others who are in
need, not to pin point the mistakes or weaknesses of others; an eye to see who needs help and not to look
down on others; the mouth that spreads God's Word which gives life to others, not to gossip and tear
someone down; a heart that shows compassion and forgiveness, not to be hostile and arrogant; and we
may be the ears to listen to someone who wants to be heard or pour his hurts out, not to eavesdrop and
cause problem - this is the Church. When Christ is not “inside” the Church then it is not called Church, it is
just a building.

CHILD DEDICATION BAPTISM (CGC)

e Kate Marielle Aviso, Harold Reg Aviso, John Davidson Tan, Jed Earl
Go, Samuel Eliezer Uy, Fredric Carl Te and Edward Dybuco
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Johana Cassidy To Chip

Queenilyn Jane Ang,
Arthur Louie Ong,
Dominic Daniel Ong,
Sharleen Dianne Ong,
Denzel Matthews Po

Dior Justine Gothong
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CELEBRATION

93" ANNIVERSARY

“HOPE IN LIFE”

AEwnE
by REV. DANNY REYES

FCCF Nationwide Summer Youth Conference
“Get Real”
2 Corinthians 13:5, 8
Pastor Jay Banzuelo, Rev. Stephen Tan
Inauguration of the newly renovated Sunday School building Baguio City




CHURCH HAPPENINGS
© Mission Emphasis Theme-One Christ, One Mission
d—AF bl
by Rev. Philip Ong

© Joint Sunrise Service last April 12, 2009 at 6am, MGC

© 3rd Worldwide Chinese Women Mission Conference
“For a Time like This” held in Taal Vista Hotel, Tagaytay
City

S5th Youth Camp

“Lost in the World...Found by Christ “
KRAENY - R EH

by Ptr. Jebo Banzuelo

March 30-April 4, 2009

Cremdec Taptap, Busay

SPECIAL SEMINARS

* Title: "Christ:Greatness of the Gospel”
Date: Feb 7, 2009
By: Dr. Stewart Young

* Title: "The Sufficiency of Christ”
Date: May 30, 2009
By: Ptr. Jay Banzuelo

* Tit Church:Together for the Gospe
Date: July 25, 2009
By: Rev. Philip Co

* Title "Community:Taking the Gospel
to the World”

Date: Oct 24, 2009
By: Dr. Joseph Shao of BSOP
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God's Big Backyard
Gk A

OUTREACH

* Donation to Typhoon Ondoy's Flood
victims in Manila

* The Membership Committee held a Free
Executive Panel Check up for church
members who are 45 years old and above
last August 16, 2009

¢ Medical and Dental Outreach at Maguikay
Elementary School in Mandaue City and a
Medical Mission held at the Mandaue
Sport Complex last Nov., 2009

MGC Ladies’ Fellowship
3" YEAR ANNIVERSARY

TN o ~
3rd Year Anniversary of MGC Ladies’ Fellowship

INDUCTION OF THE NEW
DEACONS AND DEACONNESSES
FOR 2010-20I2
Anthony Lim

Alexander Oh
Daniel Ong
Hyman Yap

Elena Go
Helen Go

Nancy Ong




CHURCH THEME

In Christ Alone

o fr KR
THEME VERSE: Colossians 1:28-29

- The passage te/ls ustobe cautious aboutfalse teaching (teaching a

should know what they believe in and stand by it rather than be tossed to and fro by
immaturity. Christ should be the centre of our message, not what others say, think, or want or feel, but what the

Bible says. The great commission tells us to preach the gospel (Salvation) that others might be baptised in the
name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

CHILD DEDICATION

Emmanuel Edralin, Chris Ryan Chua, Robin Alec Ho, Elizabeth Joanne Laura Dei Castro and Jerisch Valenzuela
Guanzon King, Kenzie Rhys Li, Karl Richard Lim,Nathaniel Poh Tiu

R e, MGC 4™ Anniversary«

<& “Jan. 17,2010
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CEBU GOSPEL CHURCH

94™ ANNIVERSARY

“IN CHRIST ALONE”

#AH
THEME VERSE: John 3:16-21

by DR. JOSEPH SHAO

Evangelistic Play
“No Greater Love”
RFXEHC
Chancel Repertoire
PCGS Gymnasium
March 6, 2010

ﬁ CEBU GOSPEL CHURCH BHARLY

in cooperation with

S.C. Shangkuan Educational Foundation, Inc. I-icttsedfi% e ®
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- A love story between an ungrateful daughter and her parents who
sacrificed so much so she can finish school and be a successful
entrepreneur someday. The daughter became famous but hid her real
life from her boss, workers and even from her fans. One fateful day,
her life nearly ended but because of her mother's great love, she bled
and gave her blood just to keep her daughter alive. This is an
illustration showing how much God loves us by sending His One and

Speaker Only Son to die for our sins — Christ's sacrificed His life for us even

NO GREATER LOYE \ ) though we don't deserve it.

A COXTEMPORARY PLRY ABOYT PARTO® LOYE

W AMOY —r (‘("/%)‘)“v—
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Dr. Rebecca Shangkuan Chuaunsu




Sis. Au Chay Hong, Julianne Liana Co, Erwina Chan, Jendrick Shawn Chan,
Charles Joshua Chiu, Redh Edgar Christian Honoridez, Beverly Amanda
Gothong, Daveric Daniel Ong, Jacqueline Mae Tan, Gladys Leslie Robins Uy,

Irvin Edu Valenzuela

November Shine Ang,
Jade Michael U. Presbitero,
Nicole Dy,

Victoria Belle Ong,
Mary Diane Po,
Melody Hope Lee Yu

Wy

PCGS 62nd
founding anniversary
1st Golf-Tournament

Fellowship-CKKAA
@ Cebu Country Club
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14TH

”Chrlstless Chrlstlanlty
Aprll 5-9, 2010 * Bacolod City |
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" _ Vacation Bible.School
March 29-31, 2010

'DVBS
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Yl ARE GOD'S MASTERPIECE”

VENUE c|l=.u':‘3\§.‘.
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~~__ . Membership Committe held its Senior Citizen

Junior Camp “You are God's Masterpiece” June 2-5, 2010 Qe SRR IR e T Ol e CER
are 60 years old and up

The Soul Searchers and the Band went
to Surigao Gospel Church for a
Musical/Evangelistic meeting last
Oct 22-23, 2010

MGC 1st Summer Mandarin Camp
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Mission Emphasis
“Proclaiming Christ”
THAY
by Rev. Jay Hallowell

Every year, the theme of our Mission Emphasis week tells and reminds us and our missionaries that
there are still so many lost souls that need to be saved. Christ's Greatest Commission to every believer is to
“go to every nation and preach the GOSPEL” so that people may be baptized in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Christ's mission is to save the lost and it is our mission to spread His word
so that others may have salvation. As we share the Word of God, may we faithfully and accurately do so by
preaching the right gospel. May our mission be Christ-centred and not self-centred, focusing on what we can

give and be a blessing to others because of Christ.

SEMINARS

¢ Biblical Perspective ¢ "Love Christ", "Serve Christ" ¢ Learning Basic * Theological Education
on Parenting and "Proclaim Christ Amoy by Extension (TEE)
FukRzhR EERAR FAAW, 4% (Chinese Vernacular  “Inductive Bible Study”
by Dr. John Tse Eo Dialect) R B8

April 24, 2010 by The Christian Education by Rev. Philip Ong by Rev. Philip Co
Committee
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CGC Christmas Cantata 2010
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Induction of 2011-2013 Deacons and Deaconesses:
Tiong Khing Ong, Tony Yap, Gilbert Yap, Henry Tiu,
Jocelyn Uy-Po, Irene To-Ong, Magdalena Po, Jenny Ting and Lily K. Young




CHURCH THEME

Jesus Christ, The Church & Me HR#f A B - M H K
THEME VERSE: Ephesians 4:11-16
—Christ gives specific and appropriate spiritual gifts to each

individual and it is our duty and responsibility to know how to use
them in the right way. He can take it away from us if we neglect it or
use it wrongly. As members of a church and Christ body, unity,
harmony and maturity are needed to accomplish God's purpose. We
should be accountable to the tasks that have been entrusted to us.
May we be the solution rather than the cause of problems.

CHILD DEDICATION

Zara Sofia Teyu

Sisters’ Fellowship
60th Anniversary Celebration
February 2, 2011




FAITHFUL GobD
GRATEFUI. HEARTS

Grand Prize Winner of a 40” Sony LCD Bravia TV The Usherettes
with home theater: Sister Joyce Uy




FAITHFUL GC

GRATEFUL

Cebu Gospel Church
95th Anniversary Celebi
March 1213, 2011
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“FAITHFUL GOD, GRATEFUL HEARTS”
ERNH, BEHT
THEME VERSE: DEUTERONOMY 7:9

s 9.2 BY:REV. PHILIP CO
bl - THE PASSAGE REMINDED US THAT OUR LORD IS GOD. A GOD WHO

‘ A \ \ g £YX KEEPS HIS COVENANT. A GOD WHOSE FAITHFULNESS AND
& LN o UNWAVERIN G LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE GOES ON FROM GENERATION TO
| 7% GENERATION AS LONG AS THEY KEEP HIS COMMANDS AND LOVE HIM.
! ‘A ( L MAY WE BE GRATEFUL TO OUR FAITHFUL GOD WHO SEES US THROUGH

NOW AND FOREVER. TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

Cebu Gospel Church
ca=lemy L March 2-8, 201
Thanksgiving Dinner e WX 3
Cebu Grand Convention Center BB
March 12, 2011
C=y=e 9

Prof. Shang Quan Elder Peter Yap Rev. Philip Co




~ SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ¢ MARCH 13,2011
BN  GRATEFUL HEARTS = 'O

Cebu Gospel Church
March 12-8, 204
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Rev. Un Hock Wee Pastor Eric Chan
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Our Guests




Joybells Gospel Team

¥ Sermon Speaker: Rev. Philip Co
| Interpreter: Pastor Alice Huang

The Congregation Sunday School Dancers




DVBS
Exploring God’s Wonders in Space
April 11-15, 2011
Everyone had a blast learning about God’s
mighty power and His amazing love.

Sisters’ Fellowship volunteers and their
assistants who lovingly prepared the
daily snacks for the kids.

Teachers and
assistant teachers




NINETY-FIVE

Compiled by Stevenson Q. Yu

This article is brought to you by the number 95, to commemorate the 95th Anniversary of our church!
1t to 95 digits: 3.14159265358979323846264338327950288419716939937510582097494459230781640628620899862803482534211

How to write 95 from Base 2 to 36
87 is the 95¢h day
“’ : of a non- -leap
year,

Festival js celebrated in
nd Vietnam.

95th word in
the Bible (KJV)

14th Philippine -Arroyo,

95 children retrnedtoJerusaIem * 1955 sip e President,
- Ir Winston Churchil resigns as

from Babylon after the Exile ' 2 billion British Prime Mi
Ezra 2:20, Nehemiah 7:25 P75 minutes SN * 1975 Dieg py nister for health r

& N . ’ 1an
of Taiwan, g Kai

easons.
-Shek, Presigent

N
1987, Debut, Fox TV Network.
Died at 95 Years
J
Microsoft Windows 95, released in 1995 Joseph Barbera, co-founder of
(of course!), was a groundbreaking In 1517, Martin the Hanna-Barbera animation
evolution of the operating system. Luther nailed his studio
Norman Borlaug, scientist,

95 Theses to 3
door of the
Wittenberg Castle
church, sparking
the Protestant =
Reformation =

Father of the Green Revolution

Mark Felt, “Deep Throat”,

Watergate whistle-blower.

» Helio Gracie, martial artist, co-
founded Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu style

» John Kluge, philanthropist

* Roger Milliken, textiles magnate

Norman Wisdom, comedian,

“England’s funniest man”

Element #95

Am A synthetic, highly

radioactive element

Americium | widely used in
smoke detectors.

Gl Light

50




Ninety-Five around the World:
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3 ounces, lobster meat
2 tbsp., pumpkin seeds

1 ounce, brie cheese
24 KFC drumstick (crispy)

Eastern Europe Caucasus
Albanian néntédhjeté e pesé Azerbaijan  doxsan bes
= e a— svsvnvm ..... e o ] Georg|an .............. mmbame@émb‘gm%@o
Scandinavia Baltic States
mmm Danish femoghalvfems | Estonian theksakimne viiendal
Finnish yhdeksankymmentaviisi Latvian devindesmit pieci
EE Norwegignfiesifiom, JERY | EEERESIEIERREaEYNiasdoSimt ponki
Swedish nittiofem

Y cup, white rice

Ceniral Europe

quatre-vingt quinze

g5 Calories

How to burn it off???
(assume 72 kg male)

Jog at 12 km/h for 6:02 minutes
Hunt big game for 13 minutes

Hang glide for 22 minutes

Shop for 34 minutes

J

95 in Classical Music

7 Dvordak’s 95th Opus is

Symphony no. 9 in E minor,
titled From the New World

Debussy’s 95th work by
Lesure number is Pour le

Piano (For the Piano)
Bach Works Catalog no. 95
is a chorale entitled

Christus, der ist mein Leben

(Christ, who is my Life)
Beethoven’s 95th opus is

Serioso, String Quartet no.

11 in F minor

West Europe
French
[ Croatian devedeset pet Dutch vijffennegentig
e "f)ét B funfundneunzng .....................
Hunganan 5, - NIl og e
Polish dziewiecdziesiat piec Irish nécha agus clig
Slovakian | devitdesiat pat ltalian | novantacingue
Slovenian pétihdevetdeset i Welsh naw deg pu-r'np:
Creole Cyrillic
Catalonian __ noranta-cinc HEEESFTusian  nsessHocTanAlg
Galician noventa e cinco Bulgarian [eBeTaeceT U net
Haitian katrevendis-senk Macedonian . ,D, é';ae,u.ecémT v net
Portuguese noventa e cinco Russian OeBAHOCTO NATb
L i 5 ong N ,qeae,qeceT ——
< Spanish noventa yc inco Ukrainian ,::\é';a‘;HSC;b mats
Easft Asia Southeast Asia
@® Japanese gES5LUS5C Filipino siyamnapung-lima
‘0 o S B Y puluh ..... e
Chinese Uiath Khmer iU (o
/. P : - saps ng5 ............. Yo - puluh ..... T
Fujlan kautsapgﬁo ny L e
Pinyin jit shi wu Vietnamese chin muai lam
Zhuyin e 0 i 3 Just for Fun
Right-To-Left & Aurebesh AWV &YV
©ON Arabic USRI duun> v HutmaH vagh
K Hebrew N MM 0Ven I\ 1‘| \ |.37. W-Pha3
Hindi EEIEE] nonaginta quinque
IE Urdu b ol Inetynay-ivefay

A 95% confidence interval

is considered reliable
in Statistics

The 95th Psalm begins a
series of psalms devoted to

Work no. 95 in the Handel
Works Catalog is a cantata

entitled Clori, vezzosa Clori

praise and worship. It is
called the Invitatory Psalm.

Many hymns use parts of this
psalm for their lyrics.

S = ===

Psalm 95:1

O come, let us sing unto the

LORD: let us make a joyful noise

to the rock of our salvation.

EE= ==

Handel’s 95th Symphony
for Orchestra is in C minor
Schumann’s 95th work is
an art song for voice and
piano, titled 3 Gesdnge

7 Brahms’ 95th opus is also
an art song for voice and
piano, titled 7 Lieder
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| have always believed that some of God's
greatest gifts to mankind are those that can change its
meaning or purpose in different times and on different
circumstances of our lives.

| believe that our church, Cebu Gospel Church, is
one of these gifts. As we celebrate our 95" Anniversary,
allow me to share with you the many facets and changes
of what Cebu Gospel Church means to me the past 31
years....

THE PLAYGROUND

Back when | was around the age of my son Kenzie
right now, almost 2 years of age, | had my first encounter
with our church. At that age of course, all that | cared
about was play, eat, sleep and play. Hence, | would refer
CGC as the buildingwhere I can play and have lots of fun.

Once a week, | would excitedly looked forward to
be at the designated Nursery room where | could actually
get to play during Sundays while my parents attended
Sunday services.

Little did | know that there in the 'playground’, the
seeds of my Christian life were slowly being sowed. My
nursery teachers would always find ways to insert a thing
or two about God, Jesus and what it meant to be a
Christian. Although | had very little understanding then, at
least it was agood beginning.

THE PLAYSCHOOL
Fast forward to a couple of years and this

playground has now morphed into a “play-school.” Not
the kind of play-schools that are popping up everywhere
nowadays where they teach young children just about
everything. For me, playschool back then meant
attendingregular classes on weekdays and Sunday school
at our beloved CGC. | felt that my Sunday 'play-school' was
very cool and special!!!

For one, | had it only once a week. Often, our
teachers didn't give us a ton of homework to do at home.
It was in Sunday school that | learned a thing or two about
a guy called Jesus Christ and how He gave himself up to
save me and my family. Even better was that after lesson
time, we would always have snacks and some fun crafts to
do.

Fun as it was, | also began to understand who
Jesus was and learned that the playground was actually
more of a school because it had important lessons to
teach. Lessons that would ultimately change my life in
years to come.

THE COMPASS

Fast forward again to a couple of years and our
church the “playschool” would now become my compass.
Why compass? For one, it was at this time and place
where | met many of the people who later became
important to me. It was here that | started to get to know
many of my mentors, my ninongs and ninangs, my closest
friends and most important of all, my wife Kimberly.

| also considered CGC to be my compass because
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for some reasons, my parents opted to enroll me at Sacred
Heart School for boys then. Not that | am complaining. In
fact, | am always thankful that by doing so, they exposed
me to the best of both worlds. They made sure that at
home, on Friday evenings and on Sundays, my siblings and
| were consistently taught about Protestant faith. On the
other hand, sending me to the best school in Cebu at that
time enabled me to prepare well for university studies.

As Sacred Heart School for boys was run by Jesuit
priests, at times, the teachings clashed especially when it
came to religion. Three times a week, our religious
subjects at Sacred Heart would talk about Catholic faith
and teachings were good. While | understand that both
Catholic and Protestant believers are called Christians, my
heart belongs to Protestant faith and | am just glad that
Cebu Gospel Church helped in keeping me grounded and
continually reminded me of who God is and what He
meanstome.

On days when | was really confused, Cebu Gospel
Church was the compass that led me to theright path and
atthetime when | needed it most.

S

THEHOME AWAY FROM HOME

College came and after a few years, my sisters and
| migrated to Canada. It was during this time that |
considered CGC as my home away from home. | would
always look forward to returning to Cebu and to a certain
degree, to going back home to CGC. Whether it was just
for a few days during school term break or vacation break
from work while working in Canada, | would always try to
reconnect with friends that | have made at CGC.

It has never failed to amaze me how during those
times, when | come back and visit CGC either for a CYF
session or a practice meeting with the Soul Searchers, my
fellow church-mates would always make me feel like |
have never left at all. It was during times like these that |
said to myself how lucky | am because not only did God
give me a church that welcomes its “balikbayans”
wholeheartedly but that God has also blessed me with
true friends who accept me for who | am and are always
looking after my own good regardless of where | have
been. Somehow, it became part of the reason why |
wanted to come back to Cebu forgood.

THE CHURCH AS MY SOURCE OF STRENGTH

Fast forward to year 2009 where life changing
events happened. It was then when | considered the
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Church to be my source of strength. My wife just gave
birth to our little bundle of joy named Kenzie. When Z was
about a month old, | almost lost my life because of
Dengue. When you are about my age, 28yrs old at that
time, you would think that Dengue is something that is off
the radar of things to worry about. Although we often
hear tragic stories of children and even young adults who
succumbed to this dreaded virus, it doesn't really register
much until you yourself go through the ordeal.

It was during this time that | would consider
myself as one of the luckiest people alive. For one, | wasat
the emergency room when the dengue shock syndrome
happened, right in the midst of many medical consultants
as well as life-saving equipment and medication. Second
and more importantly, it was also during this time that |
saw the outpouring support, prayers and love from the
Church that has stood by me all my life. What was even
more amazing was that church acquaintances and people
I hardly know would visit me during my recovery to offer
support and prayers for me and my family. To this very day,
I still thank God for that second life and for all those who
were there to help me seeit through.

THE CHURCHAS MY SOURCE OF HOPE

Finally, fast forward to today, | am now a father of
an active growing boy. The church has now become my
source of hope. A hope that | will be able to plant the
seeds of Christianity as my son starts his own journey and
cycle of life, and as he moves forward from playground to
his playschool, may he be properly rooted in the values
andvirtues of a wonderful Christian life.

A hope that when the time comes for him to face
his own devils and trials or when he becomes confused or
disoriented and gets lost in the process, our church will
once again become a source of light at the end of the
tunnel. That Cebu Gospel Church will once again be a
compass to lead Z back to the right path at the time when
he needsitthe most.

A hope that God will greatly use Cebu Gospel
Church in giving to Z a life story of his own and one that is
hopefully bigger, brighter and more fruitful than mine so
that one day, he too can tell his own child about this
beautiful gift God calls Cebu Gospel Church. A church that
would mean so many things under many circumstances
and atdifferent times to Z as it did over mine.

Happy 95" anniversary Cebu Gospel Church! To
Godbe the Glory!

55



PREAHNEEL "8, BHF, BB "8,
BT RAEE, FAAA2008F 9t RiESH &,
:m%ﬁuwﬁ$ﬁﬁ%¢ﬁ ot PR
I$ﬁﬁm%r8Jkﬁﬁ Ff VA RR & 44
mwiF EZEME %ﬁki b8 FiEE
G A, BB ABARLEREES—BERN

! ﬂI]“&(i'E&‘m?‘
mﬁmmw

(g 96 EE D~ & Ho

PouAef L FREKRKRBALR YT
wmE—Fo 8, BA, BRHKALARLTINEIL "8
B ORMEA, ARBHEMEXEIINTEAAY
T88] ,, UM FABMZEBR K215

B

() FTFBARBEES(RKS:T)
Live By Faith
fgw ) R TERA ) RAAHSEFTRSE, 2.9
RBEHRLEAE, BRARBHHHRLE - %m
ﬁm,ﬁ%r%2z$%$& ARBZFH®IK

(R11:1) - T AwLH: 'AFAEKRFREFLF
@B, (R11:6) -
3 A EEN

pFtF - SAMFEREME B ALK
MR &#%%&T %mﬁ%(WJL
m*#a Fio w8k A A 698 £ F F B,
BELF, FRUKESL TFoz ) o
b, HRMARTFTRAEMBEDE, BEC
BW?L%?' L ok R ER AN

R Uit mieah oo il LAY Py i ] g A =

EREPIK, EARPHR I B 4, B
"B REWHRET, B ARy ERR
SREKLH -

B RE - WRAMBEMES, HWAFKE
CHONE, MAFELEEALARMS PAET
WHEEEH—HRFRHRE - HEER
HE RS R, B EECBBN B3
o BAEH G, LAY, TAR
WhE, BESBREZHLTF -
MIRFIT - BERAKAME, XX%5 5.
R+FEHBIFE, SBHARLVE. &
ARABECHERT, A TLLEE, 1R
PIAE, &L TR RGBS ey - AR
;if,#ﬁ%wm% KR A2t T (£
9)

(=) AFAARBH RS (£23:1)

Live In Good Conscience

*L%ﬂuAﬁﬁ %amr&ch
KAARK. FRTUAARRFAHEIE, 2552,
FihoR, HARE - #ﬁ s“%mﬁﬁz&m
Fuutk, AGOHRCTHIAT, EXLAHBGRA
Ex - BERFAMEERA a AT, Bt
,A+ﬁA,’ wmEEZ, #%*@ﬁﬁﬁﬁuﬁ

2

>%

(Z2) TFAANERAEEMLT (H05:16)
Live by the Spmt




~ B d (h05:22), EHRFH RE, B

(@) TFAAZBE R (H5:2)
Live a Life of Love

{E&;{i‘? riJ %_5

K%%%ﬁ,iﬁﬁA
AE. AFLE, LF4

©

AN
F..
(o

S
kA’

=
N\ P
-
%
>
=

o EeA
Zfe

FxA > F

MR e
o

B & B
joiadyl

S
By

NESH
(>

Wd‘\@
3 o

e
»

>§
&

L

A, %"E}\ﬁna le’l‘i ﬂ‘)\ﬁ.)ﬂ@ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ'
L TR MIELIRKRIFRIZIL -

(B) TFAANERAASYFR(H5:8)
Live a Life of Light

Ei-rif'ﬁfﬁ
m&mmﬁia

Q
o

— AR EA K (£
“g;rxgﬁg%,m
L%%iﬁ.ﬂ.ﬁmﬁ. LAS!
:5). -‘;]-ﬁ_. riE.J 'ﬁ-

i

e 2
o L

\

» EGVS

RS

fauy

®
2 3p

»

SB - > L
o4

b
bl o
P
FOREE SR N

Sk RS ke
e .

.%’ ESNN

- —
RS
WE R

\

ERRT e

BEN R M
of | G

Zx

[a—y

il
w

~

bl

g g

RAR ey E 44 (BEL:27)
Lif Worthy of the Gospel

=
<
[
)

o 2

L]
(o
B
mh 2

-

3%
e
x.

2RI > 3 e o
Ry
b OF B

Epow
- R
g £

-
—_—

(E) TFBAREBH T AK(H4:])
Live a Life Worthy of the Calling
WHERKRED T #kﬂ"i ﬁﬁfﬁ?i"ié’z

2 A & 4o {7 3R B
AEvaai
FR 8y A B —
B8,

st B R? R?*ﬁ.&?
%, FﬁﬂFU-T-ﬂi&tH#*% 38 1 %
@S (44:2-3) e it %8 & 4
SEAM, AN H

T DR Neuem
C fwwi‘
53]

TFAAHIRE(E]:10a)
Live a Life Worthy of the Lord

AReRA REPI MY Rt — @R IKTF, —
BAEBA. KIFECEHEHOR: "RAEK AN
G KK IR, REPAKARRME . BRERH: THE A
LR, SREYUL, RE=ZRFEIHAK, . KT
B rﬁ?ﬁlidbéﬁf‘?ﬁ!ﬁ]i&, 48 R R 3BAR
(K26:33-35) - 2%, & X IUE, ENALR
éﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ,_fﬁ.:.—/\éti’.}_ WR, E&RMNAE—RiFL
FTHLROGRBEPF, & TRESAMF EKSF

% 18] WE?
BAAMARERTE, HEHRLEF—
B e R #21:32). 4o i A7 B 5 0
ShELangs ATAHTEROKRLFHN
2 5 4
i

TR |
”&Smnﬂ

1

it g 3
7 B T AL RY AL @ & T e

HigAE, AR T KB E R,
AF 3 %w%~m§$iﬂ% , 3 %5 # % 33

, BRI TATFAAMBR ,, R
mif%&ﬁ BeydiE L, AEM
RERALEEN, B-uRASFH

’aj;%

X
acr:
NG
gn\m

e -4
i
¢ N
%

3
(s
[
|

e 3% o
EY S

()T FEAARBEE S - Live by Faith

(Z)ITEAARBER Y - Livein Good
Conscience

(ZMTFEAANEREEE M4T - Live by
the Spirit

()T FAALEEE - Livea life of
Love

(R)ITEAAEHR AR TF L - Livea life
of Light

(RMTEAARXABEHZEAAME - Livea
Life Worthy of the Gospel

(EVTFAARREH B84 - Livea Life
Worthy of the Calling

(N)ATE A A¥ti§42 £ - Live a Life Worthy
of the Lord



A e

T H ¥ SixBedm B ELF - y
(& =11)

REBHAEH AT EBFILGER » &
EREARRER FRRERBMETER
REEAEE HREK !

EHAEHEGRFEH Y —BELGE
S AEBRMMAAS ERT > LB R
BAEARIH - B EHFL > RER £4%

BEA HIMRHABRGER LFe
SRR BEEHRSABTLE SR8 R
REAFEREHER -

—. BWAH /

i ) :
K& P RA NN BRES  BEERLS
AL FORE EMBATERLM R
HAMR LB B (E EA2-53) 0 st e
FR AL o) ¥ B 4o i IR HR Ao
BREFo i &6 EF(EELA54-66) o

s 94
52

ERABRLAFRE A S -—T&4F +=
R F O REABABRAORE FAZBH
AEMRHIRF LB AELFRE
Bl A&E(EENIQ) -

BRAT > BRPHELRZ L FALTH -
BERY LFFRARRAOGETAKLH
W RELRMELLARHAHGE
& MEEBAEBHSTOALTZBAFAEN
Hoo¥HTFRAREARBMELE G —L
T L nFo B ey B 4 o )

£

';.ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

ﬁf&%ﬂ#&ﬁ P?‘Tt#?j E#BU?-
 \’¥05'¢/10

B & A8 gt iﬁ REX
&ﬁﬁ*?%ﬁ%#ﬁ%$ at%AL%
TR RN E R BHAE A

AR R FEA - By
M R R EBEORRES ) —
;t&&ﬁiﬂﬂﬁ % — fﬁ@&ﬁaﬂa

¢

%i



EAMELRCEE B LFHLFEHRMAE -

BABE—HRRVEIEREL > HH s
"EFEeY ABREALE FrE ) c AP
R LE UAZRLZERLFLFANAR
£ B UAELAEFR AL S RENG
2 EAISHRALBELFOEARfDLE - L
FRABMEMAIRENDATERAHT » K
PNE—BAHFRAEFPTUATRFLINS
m; bFELRARARARLORTF -

RAEAW ABATEBEELRZIE £
—SER LT LB EFONHBAE —ENE
REOER  EHLFUENBEAR - It
oI ZHREBR > BRI REA -
LRPEAMNEFERE - THEAZCHH
£ ki osEA SRECHRR &
— MM BRI EEER FERFH -

BR#ME RAGEEFT  RfEfestt X
HRBRZEW SR MAHEEFIALTE
BHHUEL - TRAFEINLERERF
BREEHAREBEGE - FHRIE - B3
SHE S TREMMGE - BAEHEL KR
L% - BATrR &ueidd - HE oL VR
KEB LA NFE HARFEZHFN
e - $HRMALIERBINEHTFL
B P XAADEME T 5K 5K
MTAHRTOEHE TEROKR -

tHFEA—ALSM  LOALHEFH - BEL

2 FHAHZ16) o HI4B1E LI — A M
TR FREABRS BEHEEARHE D Uitk

X

5 F  AMEESRARIF SR
By F -

=. & AT

tHRERBEOH T BEHEAEHTALP
RO e ZANLBFENE  RTRY
HE BR/NEOANR RRIRERFAF
ITHFAR mAEE— Pt E -~ et
LHEHTHRRE

HEHAT  KMAEEHDHFK O &
BEAREMAFL > 63RO TE B
ALERARSEHR G I HRHNFTL - RER
AT  HMRTEATUAIR LI 7 H
FREALMHSBFRALE? HMNOHE =
K-F=KREAXCREHRGT L R
TreABIEENRE  £TLAHTFIY
> RALFERKoOHER?

HEBFIMEELSHD T KROABLZKRER
M ehoied)  ERAEFTHEKAH TP E
o AARE ERHUTHRET kP &
RAEMUBENCE  AHURCEE  #H
BRAEET&EMS T

3R %,
FRRTENERREK
EM RN Bt F
HREREF

TR -_FX——F=/—8

59



g THRHAP, RMKBEREY, LA
¥, tBHAGES | (HF:9).

P, RERBPHOARRTH VAT A,
2P A A4, saMeaMse. A B EeH A,
"R, REHALEMBEOARE. ABER:
T RERFOEMP, AAZEE. | (3F——

AN:20). TR, MARAILERMHYE E, K
BITE - MBEHR AUKEROTA, LI
EPTF. TMHKLMAR: " HRIIELEBREA
EAOXTAEHNRARBT! BARMEE A,
EXAGPIMT, B FEE, EEiEHA,
HRERBHMEE. | (KH=:13).

A s BER: AT, REG
BIHHARTRET, A¥RMR: T fofiolt
RNBE! UBFNHHARKEABADT. HALEFR
CHARBE LB LB, FEE, Fheitd,
AR EHE ) (B=wW:]1-3).

BHARNHEHUBI AR, B
CAEHETASRR, HRERAHAEARY.

TR TLER: "HKHAM,, TR @
PRI EET; e RH, L—t148134# R
aeg A, FSAROE P, AR EE BN
#HE BRRACHMEWEHLER, AWML —
Bero, EAFEHEESH— B BI gL, #A
B A FBACHEP. AT RAERE T,
R EAARP. BERMSKETLER: "HKTiE
%A 4G FAREER AAAKRIX

60

e+,  (H+w@:6). LA, @

EESLUT OEEEE:

—. #Bz33: BAXIRMKE R

Z P, RSN A Bk, R481Z#
ANERBRZ PG A, L RIFH, & BF
EWBHLES. L ERTEHHR,
AR &k SE.

. Bdzia: REALRHA, 245
¥R, I EFEMAEG. ETK
"R TN L PR, EABRAREY
Py, TUUELAEHAD. BEFE
HhEE 8, HAEFRE - AR, N
PP E XA,

Z. ¥Hhzie BAXI&KGM, RKES
INERAOER. ZXRMARAE —W
HUE. TARKAEZREARL T
N. Bltheh, EEARGPIN, &
KRS —hA 4

moE @R ERMAR: TRR. L
. EERRA — Y14 4 e RER,
A EGTRESMAEFHEL FehEF,
EEBALGHE; RELTHE,
PRYMALZFHE;, HAEKEASHE,
A ERBEI KA. ARILE T £
, WAARLEH, MAKMOLS
%5+ ER/BEY. XTHABHGLE
o, REBSHLES. | i

I

Gsfel Light



0oo

hER

WwRAEERAK, BERA KiRbao L
A, eREBERAARER, KAOERLAF
MR CAFHMRA. RERZI00, ZEERS
RELAB. LEHEALT, RAHAIHELeES
BARES. KA RBITEMRMEKBMETLAERE P
BEE. BEE-—EERFEMME, B4AMK5E
R, ETURAMGEIZLLEER, BELRMA,
KIPRITHFR), BHBEPARMRARARESR,
—BRAMRGELES, F—BARFERILMUER,
SREMMAL I @B RARES, 55
RBIE. MREMBAE W, HBRL FEBEAM. 2
HEERIBGHMAL. B0, AREWEE, &
FEARWAE, RPRA— @S EFHBBE
E AAABRSHEHRBEAE, B, R
EHZRANGH, MK LEFLEAM, BRI
KREHEE L, WAERFREBRLT K. R
By, RMAMTRRARDMEE BELLLHK
HEEFiE, OHBRAIRES BAKEOH LR L
IARITLABL EBORPEBEARRER L.
e TR RS, RAFFS. WIRASHF, L&
MAE. dhEARfAR, RITRAHKC.
AEBCIREAROBILL, SRehmla i,
B REARAHRIEY. @k F, LBIHE
B, —RRECBTE-AF. EAFRSEAERNIRS,
LRA LU ITANHEKIE AnHEHABRERENS
H, EARCPHAA L L@ bR, BRLE SR
HiGKEMEIFE, HRAFEEATE TEA
mAleetn, — ML BEEAN, EAXARAAE
Nk ek R, FEAX AEC FRes. T &%,
a5 THREE, FAEBA LA RABEGDAMARA.
R TEL+EMIRBRROEIAALEBRFIASL
¥, EERYUT. REMLEH B XI5 eHeReE,
RERRRR QEHOALEHIRR, HNLER

X

RIFRES, RABE. BARA IO ER, #
RIBRRME, B2 RITRAEEARTRMIZLF, LF
ML%)\% ﬁﬂ" ﬁ]fi.

KIEEER, KRG A, EAXBETEF
wo— B, BAeNREWWEN, #AXEAFALHR
NAARY, B G 8A X FEAHRRE, AoFiT
BRI BNE R4k 8h.

—XRiBiERBE, wYBRIRTHE, F
PEE—MAAXE. BRRAK, AAZHLIHFHK
B, BAHARL B3R, RRTRENR: B 1HYET
£, ABBEPHD T EfFEMR! BLR: RART
FPHXHBR. KL BAR: B RAHEGF
REBEBF? AARE BEBHK: AP BEREA
AT G iRtk s 2, B ARrRERIRRY
Ik, RABAFEE EHEXEC, RBFALTHRA
MY E L+ EAGROFEFEE ARET
Rtk, TR h B RMMEE TR, UEHE 5.
RS, BB, KB LMIELTHE.
5858, RAM -0 SR+ 4 Fe94
¥, BHXB/HR—EZRIANRIT, REEHR
ARRPHMEAN BEFREZGELTMEITE

HRMASERZRESZ®R. ECHETHA
RS FEM BERFABREMH LIRLER, A A
ELEHENEF MR, ML, MG
BeEpE WARELBT L, HEHAHARLER
RABRKEEE. AEBRIMNEFTHEEF,
WwRAAEEARAER, 5 HRFEARTOR AR
MR BAEZRMEWEEFE IS, RAFERT
LomtERREHEHEANP O, BT FEH
448F LRAECHEBEANMETHRAE. o R K
FgESEFEANHES, Bl oFRiP, il
B ORHMANER, TR EHEG WHMER
AZRRE & hotx.

67



b
g1

-v/lk..

&
¥

s » f , \\\\,“\; .
AR § ) -3 " \ \\\\ :
CEBU GOSPEL CHURCH

AT 95 YEARS OLD (YOUNGI?)

Lili Gothong

Deuteronomy 7:9, “Know therefore that the Lord
your God is God; He is the faithful God keeping His
covenant of love to a thousand generations of
those who love Him and keep His commands!!!”

To be ninety-five years old....... If it were a
building, it would need renovation. If it were a car,
it is called a vintage. If it were porcelain or an art
piece, then we call it an antique. Fora Christian, he
should have loved God all the more and kept His
command as he experienced God's spiritual
rewards for love, obedience, and faithfulness.

When the church council, during its
February 2011 council meeting, decided to
celebrate our church's 95" anniversary, a core
group composed of five deacons and deaconesses
was formed to plan out the event. | was privileged
to be one of the five and everyone readily accepted
the assignment.

After a week, no one called for a meeting. |
prayed, and realized that | am the oldest in years
(but definitely not in looks). So | texted the other
four members and suggested that we need more
brethren to brainstorm such an important task.
We added three young men and five not-so-young
people, all of whom have big desires to serve. With
“Glorifying God” as our focus, everyone was given
specific job according to their God given gifts.
Nobody wanted to take the lead so | took on the
task of being the coordinator, and reminded them
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to give their agenda to me. And this is what | have
observed:

Each one was assigned a specific work to
do, but to my amazement, some can efficiently
multi-task. One was in-charge of praying not only
for members of the core group, but all the
fellowships as well. The latter were requested to
focus their whole month's program towards our
theme, and most important of all, to incorporate
this church event in their daily prayers. We all
know that “Prayer” is our best tool/weapon as we
petition our needs to our heavenly Father.
Celebration was set on March 12-13, 2011. As we
were planning, everything seemed working as
planned. With the unanimous support of our
elders, council members and of course church
members, everything went on smoothly. From our
spiritual to physical needs, the choices of the
venue, food, décor, sound, video, souvenir, raffles,
registrations, photographers, transportations,
invitations, documentations, welcome and send
off party, thank you cards, ushers, program and
emcees. Allthese were carefully carried out. Many
thanks to everyone who worked so hard for this
event.

2:30 P.M., Friday, March 11, 2011: While |
was attending a class, my sister gave me a call to
report that Japan was hit by an earthquake with a
Richter scale of 8.9. Right away, | reported this to

Sospel Light



my teacher in the middle of the class. My teacher
then asked,” Do you think the coming of the Lord is
near?” | answered, “Yes,” but in my mind | was
more worried about our celebration for the next
two days. | asked myself, “Will the celebration push
through?” | then prayed, “Lord, please help us!!!
You have blessed our Church for 95 years. What is
two more days to You?” Thinking that some flights
may be cancelled, my faith started to falter. Then |
remembered Psalm 121, “Where does my help
comes from? My help comes from the Lord, the
Makerofheavenand earth...”

Who are we glorifying? Our ancestors?
Our church? If the answer is “GOD”, then why
worry? He is in command, He is the creator of all,
He shall preserve us from this time forth and
forevermore. | was ashamed of myself and told
myself, “You of little faith, why are you shaken by a
quake? ”

The day came when we had to meet our
out-of-town guests! Someone was tasked to meet
Professor Shang Quan, the violinist on Friday
March 11, 2011. On Saturday, it was my turn to
fetch Rev. & Mrs. Isidro Co at 7:00A.M. Another
person was assigned to meet Rev. Philip Ong at
8:15A.M and Rev. & Mrs. Philip Co at 8:45A.M. By
7:00 A.M., no plane has arrived from Tacloban due
to heavy rain and strong wind. When | inquired the
information clerk, he told me that it will be delayed
but no specific time was given. So we waited until
8:00A.M.

Lo and behold! The PA system announced
the arrival of the flight from Tacloban. As luggage
was being claimed, the plane of Rev. Ong also
landed. Is this part of God's plan? We had
breakfast together and after 15 minutes, Rev. &
Mrs. Co together with Pastor and Mrs. Eric Chan
joined us. Everybody enjoyed the hearty breakfast
as well as the fellowship.

The night till dawn: After witnessing the
presence of the Holy Spiritin our midst, we can see
that everybody enjoyed the night. The melody
played by the violinist was superb! The Joybells and
Soul Seachers presented their beautiful song
numbers, and our PCGS's Marionette was just

R

terrific. It might not be an evangelical service, but
the message they were expressing was all about
the freedom we have through the love of Jesus
Christ. We are no longer enslaved to Satan but we
are saved & made free by Jesus' love.

That night, every member of CGCwas a host
and not a guest. Furthermore, we were all part of
one big, big family. Although we tried our best,
there were minor details that were overlooked,
e.g., forgetting that we have members with the
same first names, middle initials, & family names.
Our Lord was testing our intelligence and
generosity. Since such name was drawn during the
raffles, it was decided to let both of them have the
same prize.

Although we started promptly as planned,
dinner was served 10 minutes late and caused
some children and senior members to be a little
hungry. Our apologies!! Everything else was timed
perfectly. Our program ended at 9:35PM on my
watch.

When | reached home, | couldn't stop
praising and thanking our Lord for His blessing,
wisdom & provision. Even the families of the
committee members were helping out in the food
area, at the registrations and in ushering. Indeed,
this is what we call a Christian Family.

Sunday morning: It was showering when |
woke up at around 4:30A.M. Again, whom do we
call??!! Our Lord again. He is always ready to listen
to our calls. The rest of the day was just great. To
God betheglory forgreat is His faithfulness!

Monday: It was raining cats and dogs and |
said to myself, “Wow!!! What perfect timing the
whole celebration was!” God knows what we
need!!!

The Holy Spirit convicted me to testify on
what happened and what He has done for Cebu
Gospel Church during her 95" anniversary. He is
indeed our Faithful God and it is His faithfulness
that sustains our beloved Cebu Gospel Church.
Therefore, with grateful hearts and as Christ's one
big family, let us pray that all these blessings may
lastathousand generations!!!!
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Perhaps to Jennifer, Rory and Phoebe,
their father Bill is just an ordinary loving dad. But
for us and for the rest of the world, their dad Bill
Gates is one of the richest people in the world
and the legendary co- founder of Microsoft
Corporation. In a similar way, whenever we as
Christians think of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
chances are we would think of Him in personal
and intimate terms. For instance, we often see
Christ as our Savior, our Lord, our Friend, our
Helper and so forth. In one sense it is true that
Christ is all these because He loves us and is very
close to us. Yet, in another sense, Christ is much
more than that. Among the numerous things
that Jesus is includes the fact that He is also the
founder and the leader of the Church. Our same
Lord whom we share a special relationship is also
involved in something much larger which
involves the entirety of Christendom since its
beginning more than two millennium ago.

The first mention of the word “church”
occurred in Matthew 16: 18 when Jesus said, “---
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upon this rock, | will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it.” Although
this passage of Scripture has been the subject to
much debate between the Protestants and the
Roman Catholics regarding whom the “rock”
Jesus was referring to - whether it is Peter or
Christ himself. In short, the more biblical view
affirms that Jesus Christ IS indeed “the solid
Rock” in which Peter had placed his trust on as
well as the foundation in which the Church is to
be built on. This interpretation is crucial since no
imperfect mortal can ever logically be qualified
as the founder of a divine and spiritual
institution. Moreover, this understanding is
more consistent with other scriptures that also
indicated that Jesus is the source and the
cornerstone of the Church (Ps. 118: 22; Matt. 21:
42;Eph.2:20-22).

So, if Jesus is the founder and cornerstone
of the Church, what then is the Church that he
founded? It is interesting to note that the term
translated “Church” as used in the original Greek
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is ekklesia, which literally means “the called out
ones” or “an assembly or gathering of people
(believers of Christ)”. In essence, the term
“Church” as used in the Bible implies that it is a
spiritual community or fellowship of believers
from different backgrounds bonded by their
personal experience and relationship with Jesus
Christ. With this understanding of the Church,
we can see that it is aninvisible or spiritual entity
and is not necessarily bound by time or space
since the Church has continually been in
existence since the time of the Apostles until the
present in diverse locations throughout the
world. It is also an interconnected entity in the
sense that it is comprised of different peoples
from all walks of life coming together in Christ as
the Church tohonor Him as their central purpose
(Eph. 2: 19 —22). There is no need to conform to
any particular sets of conditions in order to be a
believer of Christ and to participate the
membership of His Church except that they
believe in Him and call on His name (Jn. 3: 16;
Rom. 10: 8 — 13). And most of all, it also implies a
degree of intimacy. This is affirmed by the reality
that each individual member of the Church
shares a vital and exclusive relationship with
Christ within the larger collective body or
community of believers (John 15:1-17).

Given the nature of Church as an invisible
(spiritual) and deeply interconnected
community where its members all share an
intimate and dependent relationship with Jesus
Christ as its founder, would likewise assume the
preeminence of Christ as the true leader and
head of His Church. This assumption is consistent

with the well-known metaphor of the Church as
the body of Christ where its divergent members
and functions (1Cor.12:12-27) are united and
subjected under the control of Christ who serves
as its undisputed head (Eph. 4: 15—16). Similarly,
the Apostle Paul on his teachings concerning the
order and position within a marriage relationship
is expressed through the metaphor of Christ and
the Church (Eph. 5: 22 — 32). Here, Paul uses the
analogy of Christ's authority and leadership over
the Church to underscore the husband's role as
the divinely ordained leadership within the
context of his relationship with his wife whom he
loves.

As aresult of realizing the unique place of
Christ in formation and continuing supremacy
over His Church, we can now better appreciate as
well as embrace a wider view of who Jesus Christ
is. He isindeed so much more than we know Him
to be. He is not just the Savior, Friend and Lord of
our personal lives, He is also the Savior, Friend
and Lord of the Church. This broader awareness
of Christ should challenge our narrow
perspective ofwholesusreally is. May this wider
view of Christ revolutionize and transform our
personal walk with Him as it revitalize and
refresh our relationship with and our service to
our fellow brethrens within our churches as it
does in our ministries to our local communities
and the rest of the world as members and
representativesofHis Church.




Last month, | had a blessed opportunity to visit Puerto Princesa, Palawan — the cleanest and greenest
city in the Philippines. The purpose of the trip was two-fold: one is to see the beautiful wonders God has
made in that place; and two, to visit the Batak (Aeta descendants) Tribe ministry of a pastor friend in the

mountains of Palawan.

| was a bit reluctant because that would be my first trip since | got sick last 2008. Nevertheless, |
prayed that the Lord would help and sustain me throughout the travel which included a 24-crossing river up a

12 km alternate walk through water and land.

Our flight was 11am on a Sunday. | thought it was still going to be at 11:40, so | decided to hold my
Sunday School class as usual. Later did | realize that we had to rush to the airport because we were already
late. But | prayed and the Lord helped us reach the airport just in time to be the last to check in. Whew!

That was close, yet, He proved His sovereignty. This was the 1" evidence of His hand upon me.

Upon arriving Puerto, we headed for the hotel. There was a problem since we were already
scheduled for our city tour but we didn't have our lunch yet. Again, | prayed that the van would not arrive
yet. True enough, we were told to take our time since the other people in the group were not ready,ryet.
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After taking our last bite, the phone rang and they were outside waiting. That was the 2™ evidence.

We had a relaxing afternoon,

~ especially sinceiit was not hot (good

for me since | have to avoid sunlight)
as we travelled around the city . |

felt so favored - 3“ evidence.
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The following day was the Underground River Tour. From our 8am schedule, we were told to be
ready by 6am — we did not like the idea but had no choice. We took a quick breakfast and on we went. It
was a long drive then the ferry ride and there we were — looking at the magnificent river cave with all the
fascinating objects formed by the stalactites and stalagmites over the years. God is awesomely amazing! On
our way back, | made sure to take in a hearty fill of fresh air. | saw a big crowd at the port who unfortunately
could not cross the waters anymore because the wind was getting stronger and became too risky for the trip.
That was why we had to make our tour earlier as planned. God knew it and arranged it all for us. That was

the 4" evidence.

And since we were early, the tour guide suggested we go up and see the Ugong Cave which was a 25-
minute 75 m climb up through rocks, steep ladders and ropes. We had to be geared with a hard hat and gloves.
It was a hard climb and | was sweating so much — | almost lost my breath inside. But | guess the sea breeze | took

in earlier during the ferryride helped a lot— 5" evidence.

When we reached R L R R '
the top, the view was G %
beautiful. But there was a
catch! We could go back

down the same way we

went up or ride the zipline v
a 75m drop then 350m slide
to the ground. Having nochoice and being my first, | took the challenge and my heart almost came out. But

| survived.— 6" evidence.

The third day was
Honda Bay (island
hopping) Tour. We went to
three different fine white
sand beaches. It was a

very hot day so | had to

wear long sleeves and
carry an umbrella — making me look like a fool, but then it's better to obey than be sorry. Whenwe were in
Snake Island, | wanted to go to the restroom after eating but was told it was about 300m walk under the
sun. | decided to wait till the next island since there were better facilities. Finally, we had to go. Our boat
was parked so far — seemed like miles away. But upon reaching.it, lo and behold, the restroom was right.in

frontofus. Wow, isn'tthe Lord good? He saved me from walking earlier knowing that | will still be going
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there soon — the 7" evidence.
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The Dos Palmas Tour was our last. But as promised, | went to visit the Batak Tribe instead. Going
there was indeed a blessed experience. It made me realize that | am far more blessed than many people — |
do not have plenty but | am not in want. | left the hotel at about 5:30 am and reached Caramay at past 8.
By 9am, we were on our way sooner as | expected, and had to cross the first river then on we went till we

arrived at the Batak community.

Prior to our trip, | asked

the Lord for fine weather,
meaning to say, neither sunny

 nor rainy. And that is exactly
§ what He gave. During the whole
travel, the clouds were floating
in the sky. Once we arrived, the
sun came out. That's the 8"

evidence.

It was a very pleasant

their chieftain

trip despite getting wet every
now and then, balancing among the rocks, resisting the current and finding the perfect spot to cross over the
waters. | did not have to walk much since the Lord graciously provided a motorcycle for me to ride on while the

otherswalked behind-9" evidence.

Upon arrival, there was not much to expect. There were a few wooden structures which were basically
empty. It was practically quiet since there is no electricity in that place. Later did | understand why | was
requested to bring an Inverter (something that could convert 12v power to 220v electricity). Finally, we heard
music from the'open basketball area as the children came out to play. | noticed most of them were thin and
undernourished since the land cannot produce much because of the clay soil and they usually feed on canned
goods anddriedfish. Aslobserved their meager lifestyle, | felt so blessed — 10" evidence.
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their school  their house

| was so touched to know that majority of the community have come to the saving knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thank God for the unwavering faithfulness and passion of the pastor couple who
have unselfishly and lovingly served in that community for the past twelve years — despite having five bouts with
malaria. Atjust the right time, | went on a Wednesday and was able to witness their prayer meeting. Many came
and the big group was later divided into 4 groups —fathers, mothers, teens and children —handled by the pastor

couple and two other volunteers. It wasindeed so encouraging! Thisisthe 11" evidence.

Everyone had to retire early since there was not much to do — no electricity, remember? As|lay on the

bamboo bed, | could not see anything. It was pitch black. My mind kept imagining what if there was a wild
animal or a bad person coming.... Finally | dozed off. | woke up to the sound of rain. | was beginning to worry
about our return trip scheduled at 5:30am so we could catch thevan to the city by 7am. | wondered how we
could cross the rivers when it was still dark. We decided to leave at 6am. Perfect timing because by then, the

rain stopped and thessun shone— 12" evidence —the Lord knows best.

We hurried and got down in time. | arrived in the city at about 9am, had breakfast and headed back to

the hoteltopack up for thetrip back toCebu.

Asllookback, | could only givethanks and praise to ourGod for His loving kindness and indeed, | could
say over andover again ( as did Nehemiah in Neh. 2:8) that...................... THE GRACIOUSHAND OF GOD WAS
UPON ME.

CeFESO

#a , | L



ABFRRBRFETHRQOMEAR

ZANHERE, RAEXEALARGLM
R, EMdFReGmM, &AM, BRREHE
MNBEY $E5BFERFLTIAIEHEAY
HL200BFEHR_AR. SHIHRT, K T3A
1P F WA BEZFBERENG, KFLE
James $ Ao F F AN G RHNBPRE, HHk
CSHRRHBEE. WA S X, RIRARDAR
AEOFRAZATRKEARRBCAES X
FRAEQOE, RRERBFAAAOKREPKE
FREZKINMNRLGHETN. R LB AEK L,
BREERARIPIVLENAZPAZTEZIY
i, AHEINRASREPHRANY S

F=R3A12ARAANERYATF, THLE
James $ L&Y % A4 & & £ 3% Grand Convention
Centre, & % M B ¥ &6 87 %o K A 69 A B 10
AANBRET, RERRIEAT LY. RAFKRGE
23R, MERMEXRORLIBREAARGH X
L REBRBROGAE, FRIHFBRS L UHH%KE
ARRBAHAKLLPpBAE, BIFEBRPL
BHER, XRBARAHAIELHE G,

BRETEAF, RRREEXAH, REANIX

PREGTALTANRS. SEAZHRANEI
BAAOAEGPRIN, (BLAREIREI) &

é4

A F Rk, KACHKARSTREASHE
QB ARG FABFWNAIER THE
T, BIRZXAESDRAESRXEORE,
BRT A —ROKA, EKT -4
2R, BET—EBX—ZHAEX. . . - - %o
A, IMABEFORMEMBRFAS R 4 RE
THRE-NELRYRATHIE, ¥ ke
BOHRTR, “UAREGHEHARL”, “HAuR
FERER , IRFEREGRELOKE, X
RAMELHBARENKBEARE, ARF
TAHER, AKX LARRG TR, RART
PHBm., £ (RLEBR) Y dd, KBRS
RHERAKEOAR, ARARYGRMP AN R
THEXHERE, REACHRERRYUERS
KRitfottBe), ARAANASESFLARES
T RAL.

RRRLAZBEEFHAAPHNHAER. &
A 2MAL T RS IBMOKF, HIEAY
REMANE ‘BB, EHNAEARBERFP
EXBHFERKS, LENFHFECERD, ¥
#II00M F6H # K KRk B! !

FA 2011637288 BFRAF LW &

Gashel ZLight








http://www.cebugospelchurch.com/gospellight
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