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love you. “The LORD did not set His love on you nor
choose you because you were more in number than any
other people, for you were the least Qf all peoples; but
because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep
the oath which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has
brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you

| from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king

&

of Egypt.” (Deuteronomy 7:7-8) This is because God
Himself is love. (1 John 4:8).

No one can really fathom why God loves us so
much. Yes, we know that God is love, and that we
are His creation, His children; but it is a mystery
that as we continue to sin and fail Him, as we
continue to be disobedient and break the promises
that we've made to Him, He still loves us as much
as He ever did. God never says, "That's it, no more
love! I've had it with you!" Nothing we do can make
God stop loving you. God's unconditional love is far

beyond our understanding.
God hates the sin but even as we are sinning,

He still loves us with that perfect love. It is a love
simply beyond the comprehension of the human
mind. Man's inability to understand God's great love
is probably best described by Paul in Ephesians
3:19, where he described God's love with the

phrase,
So what is Christmas all about? It is about the

"a love which surpasses all knowledge".

unconditional love of God for to everyone, whether
rich or poor, unknown or famous, learned or
unlearned. .. .that despite our sinfulness, God
allowed His only Son Jesus Christ to come down to
earth and die for us on the cross so that our sins

could be forgiven.

2. GOD'S ULTIMATE GIFT "....

" (John 3:16b)
Christmas time is a time of giving and sharing.

that he gave his
on]y begotten Son

We prepare gifts to give to people who are dear and
important to us. Those whom we love most usually
will receive the best or the most expensive gift. But
not in the eyes of God. The gift of God is beyond
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that he gave his only begotten son.

—

that whosoever believeth in |
him should not perish §
but have everlasting life §

compare. We don't deserve any gift from God yet of hardships in life. When we think about them, we
God gave us the best gift through his Son, Jesus will only get depressed and easily lose hope. But this
Christ. As Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) states, “For by should not be the end of the story. God is the one
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is holding the key...the key to everlasting life to those
Y not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a who believe in Jesus and put their trust in Him. In
result of works, so that no one may boast.” return, God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
Why did Jesus come and what is our greatest need? crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former
If our greatest need had been information, things have passed away. (Rev. 21:4). God is saying,
God would have sent us an educator; “If you want to have eternal life, accept Christ! If
If our greatest need had been technology, you want to live forever, accept my Christ. If you
God would have sent us a scientist; want someone to take care of all your worries,

If our greatest need had been money, accept Christ.” This is what John 3:16 means when it
God would have sent us an economist; | says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only-
If our greatest need had been pleasure, - begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
God would have sent us an entertainer; perish but have everlasting life.”

But our greatest need is forgiveness,
so God sent us a Savior!! God's invitation is opened to us! Whoever
believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life!

The only gift we ever truly need is salvation from God's love is unconditional. God's gift is the

our sinfulness which only God can provide through ultimate for mankind. But if you want to experience

Jesus Christ our Saviour. Jesus Christ died for I} it in your life, you have to believe in Jesus Christ for

mankind so that we might have abundant life in God yourself! You have to have your own relationship

the Almighty. with God! You have to personally accept God's
invitation. Then you will experience the real

3. GOD'S UNLIMITED BLESSINGS -"....that meaning of CHRISTMAS.

whoever believes in him should not perish but have
everlasting life." (John 3:16¢) A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A CHRIST-
Life on earth is sometimes full of despair and CENTERED NEWYEARTO ALL !!!

sadness; we can shed a lot of tears and undergo a lot
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by: Pastor Eric Chan

Sometime last year, the Church Council received an
invitation from CCOWE Philippines asking us to join
the recently concluded 8" CCOWE Congress in Bali,
Indonesia from September 11-16,2011. Through the

kindness of our leaders, I was asked to join; yet, I had

no passport at that time. They told me it would be

casy to secure a passport. Since, it was already '

December, 2010; I decided to work on my passport
application in January, 2011.

The deadline for submission of passport was on June
30, 2011. After two trips to Manila, my passport was
finally released on June 22, 2011 — 8 days before the
deadline. Iknew in my heart this was made possible
only by God's guiding hands. The LORD God truly
should be praised aboveall. Dr. Joseph Shao made this
comment, “God made what was impossible to be
possible”.

Finally in September 11, 2011 after three connecting
flights, I set foot on a foreign soil for the first time.
Truly, the experience was exhilarating. At the
CCOWE Congress, I got glimpses on how Chinese
Christian missions are doing worldwide. It is

comforting, yet sad.

Like us here in the Philippines, Chinese Churches
worldwide are struggling with generation gap
amongst believers. To compound the problem, the
language barrier is widening from generation to
generation. In Indonesia, Chinese curriculum was
prohibited in schools for a long time due to racial
discrimination against Chinese people. So, most of
those who are now in their 40s can't speak a single
word of Mandarin — the Chinese national language.
On the other hand, after a period of persecution and
hardship, the younger generation are finally allowed
to have Chinese curriculum, so most of the younger
generation are good —if not fluent —in Mandarin.

In countries like Australia, American and even
Singapore, perhaps due to the strong influence of
western culture, many Chinese people can't speak a
single Mandarin word but are fluent in English. Here
in the Philippines, generation after generation, a good
number of Chinese people resolved to forego
Mandarin language in favor of English; at least, until
recently. In fact, many of our younger generation
can't even speak straight Chinese-Fukien dialect.

Personally, I believe several factors led to recent

| circumstances.

Five decades ago after World War II, America
emerged as the world's superpower.  For
some time, Soviet Union tried to match toe-
to-toe with the US but socialism was no
match to the attraction of democracy (At
least, many believed America truly
symbolized democracy). So, the English
language became acceptable worldwide. This
might have unconsciously caused us to neglect
our own native tongue. Thereby, Chinese-
Fukien dialect was not being used regularly at
home.

Another major hindrance could be the
prevailing circumstantial condition of our

society. At that time, speaking Chinese

GOSPEL LIGHT 535t GOSPEL LIGHT 735584l GOSPEL LIGHT 755t GOSPEL LIGHT 55




rving His purpose

ENGLISH TRACK
'-_J{.'a_i!' ", the middle age can speak
| 0 1

Bali, September 12-16,
|

dialect could be detrimental to oneself. Asa
child, I remember how people would make
fun of us whenever we speak Chinese.
Somehow, it conditioned my mind not to
speak Chinese, lest be mocked by others.
Moreover, during my student days, the
Philippine government reduced Chinese
curriculum to two or three subjects per
school year. Most Chinese schools seemed
not to encourage Chinese education. On the
other hand, much premium was given to
English — perhaps this was due to the effect of
the communist revolution so China was not as
strong as it is today. Presently, we have a
paradigm shift — economically speaking,
China is becoming stronger compared to the
US.  So, many are encouraged to study
Mandarin today.
Therefore, like Indonesia, the younger generation

have a great language barrier compared to the older

who are in their mid-50s have a
good command of the Chinese
dialect — perhaps both Chinese-

Fukien and Mandarin. Those in

Chinese languages but they don't
know how to write. The
younger generation are mostly
English speaking people. So,
how do we define a Chinese
person today? Is it by the
language they speak? Or, is it by
Given the

their ancestry?
IFDETFOARIRPAN situation, how are we to address

1 Chinese Christian mission work

? today?  That is a common

problem Chinese Christians are

facing worldwide.  Chinese churches are at the

crossroad.

Now, let us discuss the generation gap.” With the

invention of iPad, many of our children have moved a

step further away from our culture and tradition. Iam

. now inmy late 40s, my children find it strange to see a

typewriter. Today, desktop computers are starting to_|
fade away from the offices. Perhaps, soon'it will be a
thing of the past. So, how are we to point out the
beauty and usefulness of the typewriter or desktop
computers if we ourselves have relegated it to relies?
The same can be said of the values, cultures, and
traditions that we grew up with, but are now strangers
to them. Add to that, the vastness of information that
internet provides — it challenges our beliefs and
teachings at home. This is another problem that is
common, not only to the Chinese churches, but to
everyone worldwide. So, how are we to do effective
mission work amidst diversity?

Once, someone spoke about having foresight in doing

ministry. So, it was said, China is getting stronger so

generation. Here in the Philippines, most of those

{‘
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let us be focused and use the
Chinese dialect. But which
Chinese dialect? Here in the
Philippines, most Chinese
people use the Chinese-
Fukien dialect, not Mandarin.
On the other hand, to be
effective in China, you need
to speak Mandarin. To

complicate the situation |

further, most of the younger

generation, who truly is our

future, are no longer

comfortable with either

Chinese-Fukien or Mandarin.

When we speak of foresight, we should focus on them.
Truly, we are in a dilemma!

The coming of the Mainland China people to our
country is another great challenge. Yes, they are
Chinese like us; but without a doubt, we are worlds
apart culturally, not to mention the language barrier.

How then can we reach out to them? We need people

who can understand their culture; better yet, those |

who are Mainlanders themselves. Or, at the very

least, people who have done mission work in China for

some time. In turn, we can support such ministry |

from the background through prayers and financial
support —the same can be said vice-versa.

Locally, we need to reinvent the local Chinese mission
work. We must purposely reach out and disciple our
youth. Complacency in ministry is no longer
acceptable. Pcople will not go to church
automatically. ~ The challenge of TV evangelism
coupled with the attraction of English speaking pose a
challenge to us. We need to MAKE DISCIPLES
THAT WILL MAKE DISCIPLES. Mentorship
should be the first agenda of the church.

My journey to Bali affirms my understanding of our

recent crisis. Wearenotalone. Every Chinese church
is undergoing the same struggle. CHURCHES ARE
GROWING IN NUMBERS, BUT IT DOES NOT
REPRESENT GROWTH IN THE NUMBER OF
BELIEVERS. The concept of a local church'is slowly
becoming a thing of the past. People go to churchlike
they are going to the malls. Each Sunday, they moved

from one mall unto another. We have failed the Lord §°

Jesus Christ. We are not making DISCIPLES for
Christ, but believers.
I thank God for International CCOWE conferences.

It provides us Chinese Christians a window to mingle

with one another.  Also, it's a great opportunity to
listen to each other's heartaches and struggles. Let us
pray for REVIVAL. May God grant us the passion to
reach out to our neighboring fellow Chinese before
those who are beyond our immediate reach. Stop
bickering against each other. If we are not faithful in
small things, how can we do the same for greater
things? The trip to Bali was truly worthwhile. God
truly hasa good purpose for everything.
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would be relevant to each and every one of us.

Through these five verses, we can grasp three
principles in order to have a better perspective on our
work or responsibilities.
I. THE RIGHT ATTITUDE: WORK
CHEERFULLY (v.22)

First, we need to have the right attitude. Paul
said, “Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do
it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but
with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.”

Paul encouraged the Christian slaves to
willingly submit to their masters and to do it
cheerfully. He did not tell them to fight for their
freedom because through Christ, they were already
free from the bondage of sin. He was telling them to
accept their situation and do their best with what the
Lord had given them. Thus, they needed to submit to

their masters, to literally avoid “eye-pleasing” their

William Wilberforce is one of the great men of

Christianity. He became a member of the British

Parliament in 1780 and was converted to Christianity masters, and do it with sincerity of heart and

five years later. He was not only convicted to change reverence for the Lord.

his lifestyle, he also saw the great need for social Some car owners like to stick quotes at the

reform on slavery. Thus, for twenty-six years he rear window of their cars. One particular quote says,

struggled to pass the SlaveTrade Actin 1807. Later on, “Towe, I owe, so off to work I go.” For a majority of the

he was able to witness the enactment of Slavery
Abolition Act in 1833. This led to the abolishment of

siavery in most of the British Empire.

workforce, that's the best reason they can think of for

going to work each day.

Whenever people meet and ask the question,

But the fight for proper treatment for slaves “How's work?” the common reply was a complaint:

began even before the time of William Wilberforce. complaint about the boss, complaint about their

During the time of Apostle Paul, a big part of salary, complaint about co-workers or complaint

the population consisted of slaves because the Roman about the work load. We can only count the number of

and Greek empires enforced slavery. Onesimus, the people who are actually satisfied with their jobs. But

well-known slave in the Bible, was with Paul when he just as Paul encouraged the Christian slaves back then,

wrote his letter to the Colossians. Paul might have met he wanted us “to make the teaching about God our Savior

Onesimus in one of his journeys and had convinced attractive [in every way|,” showing the beauty of our faith

him not only to receive Christ but also to go back to in Christ by how we work.

his former master, Philemon. This, of course, does not only apply to those in

Perhaps it was through this encounter with the workforce. All of us have our own responsibilities.

Onesimus that prompted Paul to give specific Students are responsible for their studies and overall

instructions to slaves and masters in Colossians 3:22- performance in school. At the same time, they also

4:1.In the past, I have heard sermons that often apply have some responsibilities at home. Similarly, parents'

this passage to an employer-employee relationship. work is not only limited to their career. Their work is

But allow me to extend this to a broader picture that also to take care of their household. Whatever our role
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isin life, we need to make God's teaching attractive by

how we work.

There was a story of an Egyptian architect
who was commissioned by one of the Pharaohs to
build a lighthouse at the Nile River. The architect
eventually built a fine structure. Engraved upon the
cement outside of the lighthouse was the name of the
Pharaoh. In a few years, the effect of wind and rain had
damaged the cement and Pharaoh's name had

vanished. Then it was discovered that the crafty

architect had engraved his own name at the base of the will of God — not because she may sing a Christian

structure. It may seem that we are faithfully working hymn as she sweeps but because God loves clean

for someone, but when the truth is laid bare, we may floors. The Christian shoemaker does his Christian

be serving our own pride. Even Christian work may duty not by putting little crosses on the shoes, but by

be done outwardly for the glory of God; but, when the

making good shoes, because God is interested in good

underlying motive is revealed, our real goal often craftsmanship.”

turns out to be for our own glory. Another aspect of the passage is also worth

Let us strive not to become like the architect. mentioning. Paul said in verse 24, “you know that you

Let us be careful to have the right motive and attitude will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.” In

in everything that we do and to do them with sincerity Moscow, back in their communist days, many

of heartand reverence for the Lord.
II. THE RIGHT PRACTICE: WORK

CONSCIOUSLY (vv.23-24)
The second principle is we need to have the

Christian factory workers impressed the political
leaders because they started work on time and
achieved more than their work quotas. Therefore,

factory managers were eager to employ Christians.

right practice. “Whatever you do, work at it with all your These workers were motivated to work with integrity

heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know and accountability. Their immediate reward was a

tbat )/ou WI]] receive an inheritance ﬂom the LOI‘d as a guaranteed and a Stable employment‘ But one Of the

reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” long-term results was that it led to the breaking of

A significant and often overlooked way that communism in Russia. Work as though working for

we serve God is in our everyday tasks. It may appear the Lord, “because you know that your labor in the Lord is

that the works of hymn-writer Fanny Crosby and the

not in vain.”
work of a household help are far different in all III. THE RIGHT TREATMENT: WORK JUSTLY
aspects. But both become equally spiritual when they (v.25-4:1)

are offered to God, when they are done humbly “as to The third principle is we need to give the right

the Lord.” Of course, this does not mean that one can treatment. “Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his

just mindlessly choose any work to do. We are given wrong, and there is no_favoritism. Masters, provide your

gifts and skills and we are placed in situations that may slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you

determine what God wants us to do. Ants must dig to dllsw Ihave @ WMasiar im nasen.”

the glory of God and a rooster must crow for the same Do you ever feel overworked, over-regulated,
purpose.
Martin Luther understood this when he

wrote, “The maid who sweeps her kitchen is doing the

under-leisured, under-benefited? Don't lose heart.
Just imagine yourself working in this 1852 London
office. Researchers found a memo in the ruins of this
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office building. The memo says:

(1) This firm has reduced the hours of
work, and the clerical staff will now only have
to be present between the hours of 7a.m. and
6 p.m. weekdays. (2) Clothing must be of a
sober nature. The clerical staff will not clothe
themselves in bright colored fabric. (3) No
member of the clerical staff may leave the
room without permission from the
supervisor. (4) No talking is allowed during
business hours. (5) The craving for tobacco,
wine or spirits is a human weakness, and as
such is forbidden to all members of the
clerical staff. (6) Members of the clerical staff
will provide their own pens. A new sharpener
is available on application to the supervisor.
(7) Now that the hours of business have been
drastically reduced, the partaking of food is
allowed between 11:30 and noon, but work
willnot onany account [stop].

We have indeed come a long way from those
harsh labor codes. But according to God's codes, the
right treatment is to work justly. “Anyone who does
wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no

favoritism.” God willed that the gospel would be made

available to all, that is why Paul mentioned that, “Here
there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in
all.” The same principle applies to all our everyday
activities — for God, there is no favoritism. Masters
and slaves, those of distinguished positions and those
of blue-collar jobs are all equal in the eyes of God.
Therefore, as employees of whatever field, students,
and even those who stay at home — let us diligently
perform our responsibilities, bearing in mind that
God's justice will come when we take our work for
granted.

On the other hand, we may not have slaves at
present, but we have several people working under us
— or better still, there are people who serve us whom
we do not directly pay. We are served by janitors,
drivers, repairman, bank tellers, operators, cashiers,

waiters, and salesladies several times and yet we may
have thanked them less. Perhaps, we were even quick
to complain about their minor mistakes. And sadly, we
appreciate their roles only when they have served us
according to our standards. May we acknowledge
their ordinary yet noble service to us and provide
them the treatment that would please God. As Jesus
said, “do to others what you would have them do to you.”

Working justly speaks both to masters and
slaves. We are instructed to perform our respective
tasks justly without cheating or manipulating our way
to succeed. Similarly, we are instructed to regard
others who serve us with much fairness and respect.
In either situation, let us remember this passage from
Philippians, “in humility consider others better than
yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of others.”

In the 2010 national elections, candidates have
come up with their campaign slogans that highlight
key talents for the promise of improvement of the
nation. We have “Sipag at Tiyaga” or “Hard work and
Perseverance,” and “Galing at Talino” or “Ability and
Intellect.”

Sounds great! But looking at these slogans
carefully, I believe these will not give anyone success
without one thing: the fear of God. Apart from
knowing and glorifying God, work will not be
fulfilling, it will not be satisfying, and it will not be
edifying. But when we know Whom we are ultimately
trying to please, the work of a businessman,
employee, full-time mother or even a student will be
more meaningful both to usand to others around us.

Have the attitude of cheerfulness at our
workplace because the Lord has placed us there for a
purpose. Have a system of working consciously,
knowing that the Lord is the one whom we are
serving. And have the conduct of working justly,
handling all the people connected to you accordingly.

May the grace and mercy of God be with us as
we “do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus [and] with

sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. ”Amen.
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by: Pastor Charmain

There's a certain excitement when we see
Christmas decors displayed in the malls, when we
hear Christmas songs on the radio, and especially,
when we read the colourful words “Christmas Sale” on
newspapers or posters. It's interesting how these
things can brighten up a person's day and bring back
good memories that can make a person smile.
Christmas time is indeed one of the, if not the, most
awaited holiday of the year for most people.

These simple signs of Christmastime
somehow stir in us enthusiasm and even hope for good
things to come. And for some people here in the
Philippines, Christmas brings an odd, yet fascinating,
optimism for their future, despite the relatively poor
economic standing they may be in. Indeed, even
simple Christmas signs around us shower us with
hope.

The Sign found in Luke 1

Interestingly, God Himself provided signs to
commence the birth of His Son, which is the reason
why we celebrate Christmas in the first place. A
particular sign is found in Luke 1:5-25, the foretelling
of John the Baptist's birth, an account that has often
been left out and deemed unimportant to the coming
of Jesus Christ. But the writer, Luke, believed and
understood that God gave John the Baptist a crucial
role in the life of the Savior, Jesus Christ. Just like any

powerful king, Jesus Christ had a messenger or a
herald to proclaim His coming. Thus, the foretelling
of John's birth, and ultimately his life, were indicators
that the King, the One who would save God's people,
was to come soon.
A Couple's Plight

Luke 1:5-25 tells about the experience of
John's parents, Zechariah and Elizabeth, when they
were told about their soon-to-be-born child. Both of

“them belonged to priestly lines. They were faithful in

obeying God's commandments, but they were not
able to have a child because Elizabeth was barren, and
both of them were already old. Their situation was
quite an irony in the Jewish culture. Jews believed
that not having a child indicated disfavour from God.
Not only would the parents end up alone with no
descendant to take care of them in their old age, they
were also regarded as sinful and were being punished
for something they did." Yet, even in light of such
miserable reality, Zechariah and his wife still lived
righteous lives in the sight of God.

Zechariah's Shocking News

But something extraordinary happened to
Zechariah when he, as a priest, was on duty and
serving in the temple of the Lord. According to the
custom of the priesthood, the most special priestly
task in the temple was for a chosen priest to enter the
sacred area, the Most Holy Place, keep the incense
burning on the altar there, and immediately leave that
area. Zechariah, by the cast of lots, was responsible at
that time to do just that. But God planned something
more to Zechariah's task there. He received a
message from God's angel, telling him the good news
that his wife, Elizabeth, will soon bear a son.

However, his amazement, perhaps on both the
appearance of the angel and the profound message,
got the best of him. He questioned the certainty of
the message, knowing very well that his and his wife's
condition would absolutely render them incapable of
conceiving a child. But his disbelief cost him his
speech. As his lesson, the angel silenced him until the
birth of his son.

Bittersweet as it may appear, if it was a TV
show, this scene would get some laughs. Just like
Charlie Chaplin, Zechariah made signs and might have

repeatedly tried to talk but nothing came out. Atlong
last, the child that he had been praying for all these

-




years was finally coming, yet, he couldn't even tell
anyone about it.
The Divine Purpose

But God's purpose was more than just
providing the couple a child. God's ultimate purpose
was to bring amessenger into the world to declare the
coming of the Messiah. Luke 1 verses 16 and 17 says,
“Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the
Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in
the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to their children and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous-- to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.”
The Silence Was Over

For over 400 years, there was no declaration
of God's message through prophecies. God did not
directly speak to the Israelites. What the message of
the angel to Zechariah implied was that the long wait
was over; the Israelites would once again hear God's
word through Zechariah's son, John. Just like the Old
Testament prophets, God would use John to turn
many people back to Him through the proclamation
of His message. John would “incline their hearts to
receive the Messiah, and bid him welcome, by
awakening them to a sense of sin and a desire of

righteousness.”2 As a forerunner of the Lord, John's
role would be a herald announcing the coming of the
promised king. He would prepare the hearts of the
people, pointing them not to himself, but to Jesus
Christ who would save God's people. As the
messenger of Christ, John's ultimate role was to lead
the people to act and think in such a way that is
appropriate for God's coming Messiah.
Something Good Was About to Happen

Through this event in the life of Zechariah and
Elizabeth, God had shown us His faithfulness in saving
mankind. Through the angel, God had declared that
he would bring about a man who would proclaim that
He had already

promised salvation even in the book of Genesis. Now

the Christ would come soon.

He was fulfilling that long, long-awaited promise. The
announcement of the birth of John was the signal of
that fulfilment. It served as a wake-up call to the
people that the promise of a Savior would soon come
alive. And that fulfilment was climaxed in the life and
death of Jesus Christ.

The story of the coming of John the Baptist
became a crucial sign because he had a specific role
that concerned Jesus Christ. He was the messenger of
our Savior. The announcement of John's birth served
as a sure sign that something good was about to
happen, that is, God's people would be saved. We
often fail to remember or appreciate the story of John
as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. But John's
life still serves as a hopeful sign for us now, showing us
God's faithfulness in fulfilling His plan of salvation for
us. More than any Christmas decors or songs, the
account of Jesus' messenger ought to stir in us that
excitement towards God's promise and awe towards
God Himself. Our salvation, indeed, rests in the
hands of the wise, all-knowing and loving God, who
planned and fulfilled His promise through His Son,
Jesus Christ.

[ pray that our December would be
meaningful as we understand more and more the
reason for Christmas, Jesus, the King, coming on
earth to save us sinners from our sins.

'Word Biblical Commentary, Vol.35a, Luke 1:1-9:20, Libronix
Digital Library

*Matthew Henry's Commentary on the New Testament, Luke
1:5-25, Quickverse 2007
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Zeal and sacrifice are inseparable. On the one hand,
zeal for the wrong thing can cause people to make a
foolish sacrifice. On the other hand, zeal for the
Lord can cause us to make sacrifices that bear

eternal fruit.

Several years ago, a rally celebrated the 100th
anniversary of missionary work in certain part of
Zaire. Towards the end, an old man insisted that he
be allowed to speak. He explained that when the

missionaries first came, they thought the foreigners

were strange and their message unusual. The leaders

decided to test them by slowly poisoning them to
death. Over a period of months, missionary children
died one by one. The old man testified, “It was as we
watched how they died that we decided we wanted

to live as Christians.”

Zeal and sacrifice are indeed inseparable. Jesus
served with zeal, and it cost Him His very life. The
same has been true for many of His followers. Most
of the easy missions work in the Philippines and
around the world had been done. The work that

remains will require zeal and sacrifice.

So, in order to do it, we must first tame the fear. We

must tame the fear which threatens to absorb our
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energy. The plots of the Jews severely tested Paul
(Acts 20:19-21). They tested his willingness to make
personal sacrifices. He passed the test, making huge

sacrifices for Christ's sake.

As a result, he boldly proclaimed to all that they
must repent and turn to God. He was able to finish
his task. From Jerusalem all the way around to
Illyricum, he fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ
(Romans 15:19b).

In addition, we must tame the fear which could
abort our plans. In every city, the Holy Spirit
warned Paul that he would face prison and hardships
(Acts 20:22-23). Did he reply, “If that's the case,
maybe [ won't go to Jerusalem”? Did he argue, “That
cannot be God's will for me; He has promised me
only good things”? Did he remind God that he had

already made his share of sacrifices?

No, no, and no. Since he had tamed his fear of
future hardships, he didn't abort his plans. Instead,
he went ahead to Jerusalem ready to endure further

hardships.

Most of the easy missions work in the Philippines
and around the world has been done. The work that
remains will require zeal and sacrifice. To get it

done, we must first tame the fear.

Furthermore, like Paul, we must taste the prize.
God will honor those who finish well. To be
motivated to endure hardships, we must taste the

prize which awaits the faithful.

Paul wanted to finish the task God gave him to do
(Acts 20:24). He valued that more than his life. In
his last letter, he testified: “I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
Now there is in store for me the crown of

righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:7-8a).




Back then, winners of athletic events received a
crown made of vines and flowers. It honored the
winner for a while but eventually dried up and
turned to dust. The crown that awaits the faithful,
however, will last forever. Keeping that truth in

mind can help us endure hardships.

Most of the easy missions work in the Philippines
and around the world has been done. The work that
remains will require zeal and sacrifice. To get it

done, we must taste the prize.

Having tamed the fear and tasted the prize, we must
take the risk. We must begin ministries that may

Most of the easy missions work in the Philippines
and around the world has been done. The work that
remains will require zeal and sacrifice. To get it
done, we must take the risk. We must take the risk
which affirms our motive and which assists the

needy.

How about us? Are we among the zealous? The
missions work that remains in the Philippines and
around the world will require zeal and sacrifice. To
do it, we must tame the fear. We must taste the

prize. And we must take the risk.

The sacrifice which we need to make personally

require sacrifices. Among
other things, doing so

affirms our motive.

Paul made tents while

spreading the Gospel. He

Nost of the gagy miggions work n
the g@hﬂiippings and around the world
has bgen done. @;hg work that

remaing will requirg zeal and sacrifice.

depends on the task that
God is asking us to
complete. Is He calling you
to go? Then you will
probably need to give up

your career and your

supported himself while

planting churches (Acts 20:34). It also gave him
contacts for evangelism. He talked with various
traders during the process of purchasing materials.
He looked for buyers of his finished products.

Paul deserved to be supported by those he served.
But he chose to make this sacrifice to clarify his
motive for ministry. He wasn't in the ministry for
the money. Instead, he was in it for the joy of

obeying God.

In addition, we must take the risk which assists the
needy. To help the weak, Paul obeyed Jesus by giving
and giving and giving (Acts 20:35). He was happy to
make sacrifices in order to assist the needy.

A gifted and highly educated person, he could have
settled down, developed his business, and lived well.
He could have built a nice house. He could have put
up a factory or established a quality school. But
instead, he chose to take the risk and give much.
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comfort.

Is He calling you to send missionaries? Then you will
need to give up some of your current activities to
have time to pray for them. And you may need to
revise your budget so that you can support them

financially.

Is God asking you to prepare your members to go?
Then you will likely need to give up some of your
current programs and commit your church's
resources to activities that will better equip them

for missions.

Most of the easy missions work in the Philippines
and around the world has been done. The work that

remains will require zeal and sacrifice.

Let's make our lives, our time, our intelligence, our
wealth, our hearts totally available to God. May our
zeal for Him cause us to make sacrifices that will

bear eternal fruit.




person; it is giving up all. It involves a total
surrender of one's rights, possessions,
position, status, titles, etc. to the point that
there is none of the “self.” This is a voluntary
act of the will; not imposed upon by others.
When Jesus decided to leave heaven's glory in
order to save you and me and all other human
beings on this planet earth, he gave up all
claims to himself; he denied himself the
worship due a king; he surrendered his will to
the Father; he laid down his life. In giving up
his life, Jesus gained all — the Father's approval
and exaltation, and the worship of all
creation. IfIwould come after Christ, I must
Po Liam Giok deny myself; when I do this, I gain all —

sonship in Christ, forgiveness of sins, heirs

This school year, Philippine Christian Gospel and joiht heirs of the promises in Jesus, i€

School has adopted “I'm MAD for Jesus”as our theme.
MAD stands for “making a difference.” We live in

world where conventional thinking is preferred;

eternal and so much more!

® Weaknessis Strength —
Who is perfect among us? Who is without

tradition is cherished; conformity is laudable. To any weakness? The great apostle Paul had a

make a difference in such a world takes a lot of guts, weakness, a thorn in his flesh; he pleaded with

courage, and determination. The Apostle Paul wrote, God to remove it. It was a weakness he

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this openly confessed but not given a specific

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your name. How like many of us? We will admit

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what that we have a certain weakness but we are

embarrassed to disclose it. Three times Paul

God's will is — his good; pleasing and perfect will”

(Romans 12:2). Making a difference for Jesus starts prayed about it - asking God to take it away;

with an examination, a scrutiny and probing of our each time around God said, “Paul, my grace is
sufficient for you... for my power is made

perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

thinking patterns; this progresses to a new mind, a

changed attitude, and a transformed person. The
result of which is an enriched understanding of God's

will. Yes, making a difference at times challenges our
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thinking mode; it requires us to think outside the box.
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As a Christian, I need to review and re-examine some
of the world's thinking patterns in the light of
of “thinking outside the box,” these are some of what [

discovered ...

the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove vhat is that |
GOOD, AGGEPTARIE & PERFECT,

® Denyingis Gaining —
Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he

must deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me” (Matthew 16:24). To deny

oneself is to negate whatever rights is due a
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W e can

therefore

delight in things

that are

considered

“weakness”

(physical

infirmities,

mental and

learning

disability, insufficiency, insults, helplessness,
difficulties, etc.) — for “when I am weak, then
Iam strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10).

® Lackis Surplus

Jesus and his disciples were not exactly
planning to go on a picnic but the crowd has
been following them all day. It was getting
dark; they were in the middle of nowhere —
no sari-sari store, no “turo-turo carenderia”
nearby; no push cart selling fish ball or
tempura in sight; no “piso-piso” water station.
Then Jesus instructed the disciples to give the
people something to eat. Is Jesus out of his
mind? There must be at least 5000 men in the
crowd. A year's wages would not even be
enough to buy bread for all the people to have
a bite! What can a boy's five loaves of bread
and two pieces of fish do? Impossible!
Unthinkable! Madness! After giving thanks,
Jesus broke the bread and told the disciples to
give them to the people. Not only did
everyone have something to eat, but everyone
also had their stomachs filled to satisfaction
.. and there were still twelve basketfuls of
left-overs. Amazing! Little becomes muchin
the Master's hands. What was considered a
lack has turned out to be surplus!
IfIreally wanted to make a difference,

I would reject all trappings of the self, boast in

my weakness and exercise my faith in God
because He is still the Jehovah Jireh. Think
outside the box and make a difference for

Jesus!
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He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of:
greater value than the treasures ofE(q)/pt, because he was
looking ahead to hisreward.” (Hebrews 11:26) (NIV)

When it comes to understanding the salvation
in the New Testament times up to our present time, it
is very clear that we are saved by grace through faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ, as what Paul the apostle had
explained in_Ephesians 2. But when it comes to
understanding the salvation of the Old Testament's,
there are several different views. The focus of this
article is to give us an understanding of how the Old
Testament people are saved and to provide us a better
perspective of the God we are worshipping. It is
importantsto know the Old Testament because jas
believers, the Old Testament is our spiritual history.
The promises and calling of God to Israel is our
historical promises and calling.] If we want to go
further living as Christians, then we need to check our
history. We have a saying that goes like this: He who
does not know how to look back to ' where he came
from will never reach his destiny. A rough translation
will be: He who does not appreciate his roots will

2 9
never Succeed. The three most common questlons

that people ask are: Are the Old Testament people
saved by works? = Or are they saved by offering
sacrifices to God? Or by obeying the Law? I will be
explaining each one of them and see if it is right or
wrong then I will give an answer according to my
study in Hebrews 11 specifically 11:26.
Salvation of the Old Testament People by
Works

I believe we all would agree that salvation by
works won't save anyone, not even in the time of the
Abraham. Ibelieve it is also true in the teachings of
the Old Testament. No one can be saved by doing
something good. All are sinners including the people
from the Old Testament; they were also depraved just
like everyone else. Paul clearly told us in Romans 3
that all of us are sinners and there is no one who does
good, not even one. He was not just referring to the
people of his time but he was referring to all the
human beings in the past, in his time and in the future
which includes all of us. Some people will argue that
the characters of the Bible did some good works that
was why they were saved. Some of those examples are
Abraham, Jacob, Isaac, Davidyetc. They did a lot of
great things but how about the sins that they
committed? Can their good werks cover their sins? 1
don't think so. So the problem here is really sin. And
if we are going to look at the life of Samson the Judge,
we could nowhere see anything good that Samson did.
Even though his action was according to God's will, it
was not according to what Samson wanted. All his
decisions were only for his selfish ambition. Samson |
was the worst judge but when we go to the book of |
Hebrews 11:32, he was considered a man of faith.
Why? Because clearly his faith did not come from
him, it came from God, the giver of faith (Eph. 2:8-9).
So salvation through works cannot save anyone.
Salvation of the Old Testament People by
Sacrifice

Another false belief that we have is that people

in the Old Testament times can be saved by sacrificing
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a certain animal. The book of Hebrews however
explains that sacrifices can never take away sins. They
were just annual reminders of how sinful they were in
the eyes of the Lord (Hebrews 10:3-4, 11). No one
can be saved by sacrificing animals because it is
impossible to take away the sins of men using the
blood of the animals. But these sacrifices that the
people in the Old Testament were doing had a
meaning. These were reminders that one day, there
will be a once for all sacrifice and there will be no need
to sacrifice animals anymore. Because one day,
someone will come and that Someone will be the
ultimate Sacrifice so that the sins of those who believe
in Him will be forgiven and they will be saved.
Salvation of the Old Testament people by
Obeying the Law

Salvation by observing the law is yet another
wrong understanding of salvation. God never gave
the law for us to follow and be saved. It was never the
intent of the law. Rather, through the law, we became
conscious of our sins (Romans 3:20). A good example
that God saved people first before giving them the law:
was found in the story of Moses when he was assigned
to save the Israelites from the hand of Pharaoh. God
saved them first through Moses; then after saving
them, gave them theTen Commandments. We are all
sinners and no one can follow the law and be perfect.
Even the Pharisees at the time of Jesus thought they
could follow the law perfeetly but they could not. No
one can. Jesus madethe law even more impossible to
fulfill in His Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew
5-7. The purpose of the law is to help us realize that
we are sinners in need of a Savior.
The answer: Salvation by Faith through Jesus
Christ

When I was a new believer, I thought thatone
of the answers above will give/ me a good
understanding of the salvation of the people of the
Old Testament. But as time goes by, I realized that

their salvation and our salvation is the same. It is only

through faith in Jesus Christ that we can be saved.
Now the question is, how could they be saved if they
had not seen Christ? The answer can be found in the
book of Hebrews 11 specifically in 11:26. Hebrews
11 is not just about the faith of the Old Testament
characters. Let us not forget that when we read a verse
in the Bible, we need to look at the context of the
whole book that we are reading, The book of Hebrews
is all about the superiority of Jesus Christ not just to
humans but also to angels. Meaning Jesus is God
Himself in human form. Hebrews 11 is about their
faith, their faith in whom? In Jesus Christ as clearly
seenin 11:26. How could Moses know Jesus Christ?
Basically, he had faith in the promise of God that one
day, He will send someone to save them from their
sins. Moses did not see Jesus Christ, but because he
believed that one day a Savior will come, he was saved.
That is faith. The same thing for us, none of us here in
this generation ever saw Jesus Christ, but we believe
in him.That s faith, and it is enough for us to be saved.
Conclusion

Understanding the Old Testament will help us
understand the New Testament because it is where it
all started. The God that we worship has a plan, a
wonderful plan to save us from the bondage of sin.
And God's plan can be seen from the beginning, in our
time and into the future. Such a wonderful plan of
God that even we sinners are given an opportunity to
turn back from our ways and turn towards him! May

His name be praised forever!

'Fee and Stuart.“How to read the Bible for all its worth”. Page 89.
2http: //tl.answers.com/Q/Ano_ang_english_ng Ang
hindi_marunong_lumingon_sa_pinanggalingan_ay_

hindi_makakarating_sa_paroroonan

GOSPEL LIGHT 755 GOSPEL LIGHT 75,44 GOSPEL LIGHT 555t GOSPEL LIGHT 7355



v ’ L i 1
el FL L ] | " i
f Al F Lack FHIl o«
wl y" L LA n‘j"- :-_."..5 1 by
L4 Y- et U T 1"‘
p Wk 4'-._‘.‘. " |
L ol M 7 Y AL :

. DERNESEREOTEN, BEEEHY
| E PEAH SEEARENER RATHEY

a8 TR EM T ETRRYIETRERES TG 5. FilA, R
BX EERFRAPIE FER - 37 - EERRGH
- FInEse. NEFTID HHRFIAY, EREEIRIHET. LS
EB{RFIETE, ERIHFRAIR S .1 (X28:18-20)

DA & —EREEHE, FRECTERAYIL L, BTCA R GR

| EEEmAT, (IR, I, R

TLZR EER! ERERNNEMSIEDE
R SEEEAM, ESHNEET —BHREE
REEVET S, REERAMZEHEESEHEES
RIRRERESHEFR: WBEELRSEST, AE
fattRY =2 R LABAF]. (AR AT EEE LR L2 e

HEMRAS, EEHRFIPE RRmmt TR 5
BE.BABRBAYERSS, EERBEFHIZIE.]
(#91:14). ELER, HaMISEARITRE! HEa
FIEERVEST, FHa R MRV B GE 23
BIIEEEERE SR I T BB, £t
SERIRVRME; B2 RE, BINVRERRIE! B %153
I B®BFISE TEABAF ] | MEEPIEER
%58, BT LUE—tBRX, BERE iR, BINEE
INEE TEARSAF 1 By, fEEEs3R TERRHE] /Y
S PUEIRESR, 1A E IRV X E]

e 8 RZZEHT T Sambesi 5T == B,
: B2 30 ELATR B2 3 Y E 25 4E ik [ £, Sl D 22 4 12
L R MATFRRD, EEE S E IR ES
JEHRRTE. 0PI th o) BEfE R SR R B R 5 IR IE At

NBABMTELERRER, EEAREBENE T —
. R, BICHAE BT E R EEMA . 2

| 53, BAFEME R EANESEE, KENEFRFHR. £

. ERERRT, RERERAE, FEMER, b,

BRI RER, (IEEIMBRLE, trYEan, BEHT

g SR i 3

BFIETE).1 (K1:21-23). EFFMETHEATE S E5R:

| [ERR.BE, Al NiRAICHF TR fERYEREE, EHMAY |
- B BRSRE_R ARETESSR: TXRM, |

= iV B B, 2 B BTN T R, [E
HE2, iR 0EH « K2  TSEEREZINIER,
P2 7R3 B8 (R £ ERER 1T (B BR T A0t 7l B8
d | (EEXERED. SEFYRENERRNESES
W Bt ERAIE, DA BICESR: [HUFR
N Er,BIHRRT. EERMASENRETHEE
O W, EREEER: [ABRE, MEERL, S
| REINLE. (87:17). 20, EFEDESESRM, B
) EEMHERERMAAA, TRIERFEIN A
— R RRTEHEETIN |, R s
BHMRBR, TUSHF BHEBRAEH
L3R5,
—. MERMNNES — @R TREIT—WA

PRE Y, WE . (534:23). iEDIE |

SINREBHNEERZENLEEZEAENE
FTHEING L. RREBEIAMEZEEHI
A7, WEMETERENEE, BAREINRER
K BEFEIARMTER. BBLERIF,
RBEREMFINED, 2L RR BRI HAY
B0, =7, LR TEIB VMR, IR B =
E TaEam, AR B EERNIER. SEEMY BRW
M EE X, 2i 0 & KRR LGRS, ABERAT.

|

IFRIVAEE, BRE &8 X EZ2HY 1/,
B EHE ERERNRE, HEE5I
G SERFITE « B2 EEEE BRI, E
' BRIBEEREAMBRRZR. BHR7E

o AR ESNNETEEERE ARREE
HFRZIE. AT EREEt T RNE
| WEREWEER: MMUBEESKRTH
o ¥ SERBERREN T REEHED
& BIBHER, BARLEER T RIER.
% (K534:11). Rk, B EST LB T R,
o S{FF RNENE.

T RBAnER- TUESE, REE R,
BB RS SERAIZE BT IO S L IR, H 2 AR
_4 MG .1 (E833:29). IR IS E®Ee

78



. o s
bl T

B PIE0ESS, AR AT PR S RO,
R R M REIREEE), RN
B, T P R EHS, LEe:
BINHIERE.

HEHRMTVHEL- [EE—ERRHT
£, B—FBREM- HSERTY « F
L) (B96). FW L ETEOEHS
BEaR [SPNRLT) RAMRERT
%~ FHTRAE  FATRAERIM. 1B BEH
=8, RERLNE. EBORRERAD
IOtHAEIE, PRV EIRE B R, MR
IR AE—tDRVERRE. B IR SR
2%  SENEMFERMSVNRL, B
IR — DRV R R,
 LRBFHER- [HIERE IR,
HBEMPINM, ENBERNTR.) (3
37.27). RSB EER B,

S, WEEEA — UBDMENES, 215
Bz EE, FHRRNEER, FHRENSE
i, ot BE FHRSHEE TR,
S A HEVERT, B HNNBE S
Bia NS R RARNEN, 2 [TZ0E |,
Bl R TEBIER R [ABNER
SR [HELER .

FILL, MEERRBMRRESRIIERE TN |
WiE R, Es e ERRERn |
ChR, S BRSNS E . B
EBERER: [HAERME, (NPERIEE, Bith
FEARPHEE.) (#914:26) EREMIBEHA |
SfR—EBED. i
HRRME—NEE — (RAPELISE
MIREFRIEREE, L2 AR
IRE. (FAI3:11). FBEMBFIBREN
B EERRETEERENNRE RE |
EMFRESSHZ R, BHBEHENE |
i, DRI ROVRIZ. EEARME, 8% |
SRFAERENET, Bitth2 (ISE |
AU fatEAfE—BISHEHE. b

g -9

B HMEZER T ENNS LRI
1. EHRERER: HERXRB—.1 (#10:30).8 T
T HIEAEREE, R R R B E—=5HMEE

7.
2. Tt ABHOTE AUBCHEHMRERME

CSSA S o
_ /9

™1

i) A

E/Y.1 (BF2:6). THRERTERN S RS LAHY, #
AN, BB R EEEF, HEM—HH
6

3. TRREBEHEFEMEH.... EBELZTE,
BRFEMMIL.L (F81:16-17). ;&R EHEF
AUt B — DS 25T, EF EHAVMEE
&.

ERINtEE L R A HE, AA /Y

573, REBEN SR, (FREARNRER. BEm S
- N\X, BIKGIEZEE, BEREE WS R BENE

¥, ERSH. E1+ b, BRE CERSTE. £
YEihE, —EE, —EE HREER, BBRAES,
e, taAlO =R [HRELURNERR.] Bit
ANIRMER BO=EHED, UAFHEDIRIER .

BT R B KET, SR 1BoIaYTE.
AR SR B YL AR PR 1FCX Y5, EHRER RIATEA FHY
HofiI, BEEARAVEE, BTHIE R, HRZ 5 k. #tHY
iZ - SRECEEX SR L, EZE, BER
IS, BIaTE R ER.

#E, THREFMREE T m R, EES |12 IRET.
HERMN+ER, 8 Y. BEES- BEE, TtEPEHE,

AEREE 5, B E MR R EERERRY i, I E It |

BMINED, ZEMH ER. A= ERIZHREH
B . BEHS BRI N A AR R RY. EE IS
RERVELIR, (BEEREFAND =R & ESER, NEE,

AEBEREY, DEFHOEMBI—tE.) & |
44) BRE—SETNHF LTS, BXTERE |

fathE, Ei% T8E - #1% - RE ] a1 N2
ERTENE T7F. SR/ BHVFAR. (EEERFOER:

M CECER, EF IRV, EE2 S, (#84:8).
R RE5E Rt B HRER s 2, DU #thiuhfERIE L, 51

L Rt THERREBET . | BEEEOER: MELERT

TG EREMRAVME. ) (54:12). 'S ERRISBURAIEAERE.
FHIEAEIEESEAYEE, 1395|88RanEC/\3,7X13 ~ 16.
EER AR A E S R B LR RS
sEmx MRS, EAMUEYI A IR E B 2 R
HERE 5, B8R EAYTEE - EHER (WR015:45) &8
SAEREHEEERE 5 ERBAKIE. ERE
RAIESE, EENANETHHNER. EtEEiE
HERE XEEEHRNER. BB T 5 2EHIR
2. I FIER Bl T RERAV R EE, NS EERER
&, FRBNER. EREN ST, [EU1EEHEER:
R EEER, AREFETRE, DEEFEREE
THHYEE), T RERRSE. ] (524:6)



_r.l -l
i

|-I. .
PR . L e e '-L-.-l......i'- i

-r " h

i FE

L]

e
"

[ r
g

Ta o

i iy

B2 ASBRUREMFIRYSEILEA
BRSNS EEE, WEAEAFIS
EHE, HERHZLINFHE, BNETEE,
tFIpL E 585 L. EEE A —ERY. X058
BRI CH RS CHEmOs.

P, EREIERIEA, tiE—{I
RESERBANRRETFHIA, LRI
FLZUE AR EHRYE, (B2 EFRI805KIRE
RNevak L. ERIE—HMELZIL EAYES,
BCHSiEE L. k=7 588 C 7 (h
3:1-14)($5RIERV13).

BE70. ERGRAOPIHE, IR ERLRERERMEE, [

tABESBH g ERE RS RAVERE, WR:E
EHEFFERESRA, EEMRHRIRERBER
MUATEER I TEARIS5E. B 2 BED A 858 8L
fF, AR L5 (914:8-10).

18225858 £ 7, WA EFF 2T Y]
HYRE (%, IR TENE SRR SR E T SR8 L.

1. (tH3:4-5) EEEFAE R AR EAIHD
TRES, CREAEFIRRAEIUEED,, UM AEE
3R, BT _ERVEERR T AR, R AT IGAY

=R,

BEEFTERERHVERPD, RN AAR, M §

§ AW T e L

FEIHRED, IBE A L7, WA R

H o ErErEEENNEES. GEEE
BRI E B S e, B S IEMEE

=, IBEZRIEIFH, K LB RIS

b 8, SUBIE—YIRAE, EIEEIESRRRR

INZRERT A, R4S 7 2B RAYtH, HZEK
IBE—{EZRRE 1 HY AL /AZREZ (1A

2 1:13-16)

[BZRE LT, WEEESRERSEMN
IR FE (D RIS ISR T 1. [SEFaR A,
NNREBHERVEREE, 1T1e, FiR. BttECH

! [EEREE. SEE B\ NES, BER

BheCER 2R, WHE1T.

2. EEFIBARHRAYEE, PLERR Z M

e CHYSEDIR, 7 BB thEREE (v6-v9). |
4 1RAEY, EI8IEARHAYEE, EIEREIER, B8F

—{EEERAYE RS, A IEEREE, A BT
HHEERET.

3. A ERRE FIEDREE, tHEE

N FfsEll el IR R, B A

MILEREERYHETS (v10). E#xEY, EIBEIEIR

| IR, M S EAEEEEE, BUANE

38, SISEMIEERKE.

Ll R e

el 2 o L.

4. MEIAEREANIKREREZEE, B

H—EFREREC—BAZ. HERER

| R TRLERIREE] (v12). BREIEETE,

Bi=HEENB? (7E8:3)

BiEm, M EmREHEEaEE—FE
| \EESH2EEE, I8RAM, tEEAR




M 4110

B, #t—EHBE T, REMIBAVEE(E

H—{E B IEFREHRY A, [HEESDIE(E
5 rE B EERERIRIE?

1. N EEFBRF. EHEE XY

4w (381:1-31). HEEERERA RIS

BRF T
2. IEAREEEERYS S, R G

 EFRIRF. (05:22-23)

a. ZZ: B2 AR (1%E01:22)
| b. E4: N\EHEZRA T BBESH,
| BEttEREEFEEE

c. #1¥: (peace loving person) X5
1|S/J\$ INELHESE. NBHEAFH.

d. RMmi: 2M4FRIR R GG ERE, £

R FIBESD M 2 5 .

e. B#: B AR DRETR.

f.REINERS, BISEA. EH)
AS—ES, IBEZMESERDA.

g. 1=’H BIEANHE.

h. i@R: SRR I EHlEE

i. Ef: ﬂ%gn*iﬁ}%l][lﬁﬂ']'l‘*ff%

T
m.

B 122831). & (FEE),

3. 1t|3ﬁ7f<1ﬁ¥ﬁ¥—fl§]’3$/ﬁ (M5R15:17),
AR SEETEE 5B S AR E A LRV REf
SIEAHIESE.

4. 2= ERAHE. (55100:2)
5. 81T EFRZSHYM i AaRan(T
Fit, BE 2

PEE{RAIM. SEZI%, EBAUCS.

6. tiEFB LHR, Bt EE

4 5, EABRASAES, METINEE

BRA, 59 EMIZE1%(5139:6-9). EXIEHAMD
HYEFIS IFERVEHR, fhER: [F/BEREESIEE
KESTFHEE?

7. {REGRHE—UIFTEHY, FLEfRAYE
=, tFTEMEIE, EfRYEmERE L /HHY.

3 ﬂﬂ?ﬁ@z—ﬂﬁﬁﬂ% KHIA. R RERISY5
b BERRATZ R EEE, BREI EARE
| 1B ARE—BHEEMEIR.

ER0016:8-9HRERZE N aR: FTLATR S

4 SRIRF, ZEFRBESHEERERZAR, 577

i O EEE, BRENS EE

ASRISHBEE,

B 25— 0, SRR RS, IS

PR, FE R ZRIMTS BT A\ E2RENLD
[B. teFIEZER R FIRESIEA X ZE R RBIE
BOftfiEEE

8. tfEZZERBIARNRE, MER
ARVEEL. BIARVGERZIE? B EfA TAE

| ILZRENRLMBA, BIRFIREE.

0. i —tEME BN S BRI MNET .
| (WKET10:31) FTRFISUIZENR, EiRlFRE [
| SRR,




What's the difference between growing old
and growing up? This is a very significant
question to ask specially when talking about
church growth. In most cases, churches only
grow old and very few actually grow up.
Growing old is effortless, growing up takes a lot
of effort, time, and determination. Sometimes,
the age of the church is not proportionate to its
growth. If we want church growth, then we
must focus on church health. If a church is
healthy, then the church will grow. Consider
what Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 4:16:

Ephesians 4:16 “He makes the whole bodyﬁt

together perfect])/. As each part does its own special

work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole
body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (NLT)

Let's analyse it by using “cause and effect”. The

first part of the underlined portion of the verse
is the cause; the second part is the effect. “As
each part does its own special work”(cause); “it helps
the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy
and growing and full of love.” (effect). Notice that
church health here refers to the proper
functioning of each part (or members). This

means that if every member of the church is

properly equipped, faithfully serving and

joyfully cooperating, the church will grow.

In a research done in American churches,
statistics showed that only 20% of the total
membership of a local church is doing 80% of

.\ the work. I believe that this figure is also similar

to the situation in Philippine churches. Why is
this so? One of the reasons for lack of
involvement among church members is lack of

emphasis on the purpose/s of a church.

WHY THE CHURCH EXISTS

The purpose of our church is
summarized in a single sentence based

on two key scriptures:

. Matt. 22:36-40
“Love the Lord your God with all
your heart...soul...and mind. This
is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is
like it: Love your neighbor as
yourself. All the Law and Prophets

hang on these two commandments.”’

GOSPEL LIGHT 5 GOSPEL LIGHT 755 (8%28 GOSPEL LIGHT 7555 GOSPEL LIGHT ¥55¢




2. Matt. 28:19-20
“Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey

everything I have commanded you.”
The Church Exists:

. To celebrate God's presence.
(Worship)
John 15:8 “When you produce much fruit,
you are my true disciples. This brings great

glory to my Father.”

. To demonstrate God's Love.
(Ministry)
1 John 4:20-21 “[20] If someone says, “I
love God,” but hates a Christian brother or
sister, that person is a liar; for if we don't
love people we can see, how can we love
God, whom we cannot see? [21] And he has
given us this command: Those who love God
must also love their Christian brothers and

sisters.”

. To communicate God's Word.

(Evangelism)

. To incorporate God's people into
God's Family. (Fellowship)

. To educate God's people.
(Discipleship)

Ephesians 4:11-13 “[11] Now these are the
gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors
and teachers. [12] Their responsibility is to
equip God's people to do his work and build
up the church, the body of Christ.”

Don't Major on the Minor

It's a sad reality that we face in most of the
churches today. We go to church several times a
week but we contribute very little to the
fulfillment of these purposes. The amount of
time spent by most members in church is

already minimal, and most of it is not

' contributing significantly to the over-all purpose

of the church.

Here are some important truths that we need to

remember:

1. We are called to be contributors, not consumers.
2. We are called to become blessings and not
burdens.

3. We are called to be worshippers and not just

workers.

Ephesians 4:16 “He makes the whole bodyfit
together pezfect])/. As each part does its own specia]

work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole
body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (NLT)
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# by: Mona Li

AsYear 2011 comes to a beautiful end, I thank
our Almighty God for the loving care and tender
mercies He has so richly showered upon me throughout
an epic year, highlighted by two anniversaries and three
weddings. The year started with a bang as Cebu Gospel
Church's council created a working committee to

brainstorm on a grand 95" anniversary celebration on
March 12-13, 2011 .With less than two months of

preparation, the celebrations were a resounding success.

All g]ory and honor to our gracious God.

Shortly thereafter, I left for €anada and the saga of
the Jao-Li matrimony began_In this age of iPhones and
iPads, when two individuals, my daughter Pamela and
Jeremiah, who were IhaRelationship took 10 long years
to say IDo, everybody had only one word to say:
FINALLY !!! The celebrations spanned five long months
beginning with a civil marriage on April 2, 2011 in
Canada, which was coincidentally Lala's birthday. Three
months later, Canadians invaded Cebu, where the
church wedding and reception were held on July 23,
2011. The saga culminated with a post-wedding
reception in Canada on August 20, 2011. Given the
luxury of time to prepare these events carefully, by
God's grace, everything came out beautifully and as
many commented that it was the best wedding they had
attended in years!

Shortly thereafter, I hurriedly flew back to Cebu in
time to help with the preparation of yet another
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Canadian Friends Invasion

milestone, Emergency/Rescue Unit Foundation's
(ERUF) 25" year anniversary on September 11, 2011.
ERUF is a non-government organization that provides
emergency medical services in the cities of Cebu and
Lapu-Lapu. With continued spirit of volunteerism,
ERUF has served and will continue 'to serve so that
others may live'. The whole day fun fare started with a
161 ERUF run at dawn, followed by exercises and field
demonstrations showcasing our capabilities and a
wonderful fellowship dinner with members, volunteers
and benefactors in attendance. May God's grace
continue to sustain us in the future as it has done

through all the years.

A month after, my siblings and I left for Europe.
Not only was I excited to see Ireland, Paris and the
Netherlands for the first time but more so because it
was bonding time again with the Chang clan and being a
'foodie" family, gastronomic adventures were definitely
in the itinerary. The wedding of my nephew Alexander
Wright and Rowena Cahill in Ireland on October 15,
2011 was exquisitely unforgettable. We stayed in the 138
century Cloghan Castle where the reception was held
and we truly felt like royals, with the additional
excitement of being spooked at times. Moreover, staying
in homes of friends in Paris and Holland gave us
glimpses of the way people lived in Europe and not
through the rose-colored glasses of tourists. I could
write endless anecdotes of our adventures but I don't

have the luxury of space; instead, let me share the




insights that I have gleaned from these experiences.

First, knowing that my TMQ (technical and
mechanical quotient) was close to nil did not bother me
too much until recently. Perhaps it was because Boss and
my gremlins were always there to help me that I did not
feel the inadequacy. It was during our European tour
that I fully realized the convenience of being 'tech savvy'.
With so much new technology and gadgets in the
market, it is a folly not to make good use of them.
Hence, one of my New Year's resolutions is to increase
my TMQ to a much higher level and Lord willing,
perhaps by the time the Chang clan makes another trip
to Europe inYear 2013 for yet another nephew's
wedding, I will be as 'tech savvy' as my siblings.

Second, we should nurture strong family ties
especially with our spouses and siblings. Why? When we
reach that stage of life at which the generations before
and after us leave our sides, these loved ones are the

people with whom we will spend most of our remaining

time. By God's grace, I am very blessed to belong to a
close-knit family, perhaps due to the circumstances we
had in our earlier lives. However, great relationships
don't just happen. It is a product of hard work. Sadly,
today's technology hinders rather than enhances human
relationships. Take communication for example. The
paradox of it is: the newer and faster are the tools for
communications, the wider and deeper are the
communication gaps. People, young and old alike, spend
so much time with gadgets and machines that our human

i Rw

PN 1 O

i

2

senses are deadened. While acknowledging the
importance of modern science and technology, we need
to remember that these are things without souls, and it
should always be 'mankind over machine' and not the
other way around. My second New Year's resolution
therefore is to impress upon the minds of our children
and grandchildren the importance of human values and
the need to nurture strong family bonding,

Lastly, with all the excitements and busyness that
had me running around like a headless chicken the past
months, I'm enjoying the mundane pace of my 'beige-
colored' life, an euphemism my beloved sister Anna uses
to mean boring. With glee, I look forward to the quiet
times with God early in the morning and watching
favourite television series and movies with Boss at night.
Moreover, on days when my youngest gremlin Kitty is
not on duty at ERUF, we are beginning to spend more
quality time together, thus hitting two resolutions with
one action. Kitty teaches me to be 'tech savvy' and I
impress upon her yet again the importance of human
values and strong family ties. This epic year is about to
end and once again, the working committee of our
beloved church has been asked to prepare a simple yet
meaningful Christmas Sunday festivity. As one big
Christian family, let us celebrate together the most
important birth date in human history, the birth of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Have a blessed Christmas
season and a wonderful New Year!!! To God be all glory.

Amen and amen.

Chang Clan in Ireland

.l::l / / il |

/ / |

_. 5 i {0 il
r> X7 — 52
GOSPEL LIGHT 755 GOSHEL LIGHT T55¢
{ M i
[ &

F
i ()

F,

g [ I



: u EJT‘,,IGIEE%VEE%I [B2:11-18] -

m- o

’I‘

4 i}J]ZF 2

ERXEEESMNEERATNEFE
| B - R IFERIINERYEN T R AL B ER O
T RERAVIEAN - EB—(UBERIGEED
SREEAIERRET - tREEEYR -~ BT
SHYEHRZ
BEAREAE

MR B ER ORI FRIA ~ £
ZZE - W HESEEIBRYIS
IR PSRN o HhEBRIELLET |

RSN  BRAH - EHERERTE

b SR EFIRBEAR [B1:1-4) 1
HEESSIBIESRRINIZEDS « TIEEEIE
BT - FasthmshemEsamEml - @it
BEEANEENER LB TRE
NEE  EMIEE - BEEA - UBEEE
I IREARAIESIE « SBREEKAR - /EBR
e PIEZANER EECR (B
2: 4—8] o

BSKE THR RS  ERMEET =
H - R - tEEEN BRI « &t
BB A TEEANET - FES S
BATE « 225
AB * BT ERBENES LIRS
AT FHIEEE ~ BRE PR « Rt

R AIEE |

85 « ERMHEERNIIE 8

£
FREZEN « £E+HEHPT :

[—] ZP5—Sheep Gate [[E3 : 1+ 32]

FPIS MBI « TEAE |

Tt [Pool of Bethesda] ((‘f"JS 2))
HE2IDEARRE - BE B
,—J—\__Hf'ﬂj(-‘BfﬁﬂZEEL@ % “ZEE%JZEE
P92 TDBIREEL - fFRIZB/IGHEY - F
EFAREERER « HEFE  BEFIED
"B ! EERVERFEREH ARNFEE"
[#91 :29] - EFIRZAERIMN ~ MEH
R BPIEERY - EMARNEEEIHERIE
ZIRERIA ~ ILAFERREIER] - BHK

S PRI P - e |

FHEE tBEX « #thEhs « BER -
[Z] EPF9—Fish Gate [[E3 : 3]
(IAS=FPIRYAESD « BM{EHE © [a2Kas
12 [Tower of Hundred] FI&#E
EREF

[Tower of Hananeel] &

PIRIRPI AR - EMIBAAMMINE N

%R - RPFIEEL B SRMEYEZEALPRS -
EBAEGHEREIINFFBERR « BIEE
PREA - ARFTIEFIMEERIIMS
HREAERE R R BHRIPITE « RIRHE
S ANER—IR -
[=] 55F9—0Id Gate [fE3 : 6]
iEPINFERMEPY [Corner Gate] (FE
14 13 ~ Hi331
168D ~ 1EEPIES  BEBFW [New
Quarter] (&1:10)
SRR GE o BRFIEERR -
IhfEEs ERE ~ ShAGE ~ HiE

MRFIE
a8

g o % Al

e _'

- 38) ~ BAIRWMAITE

9

A Z -
o (T " i

GOSPEL LIGHT 7556 GOSPEL LIGHT 7552 GO®AILIGHT 752 GOSPEL LIG Ww*“m




¥
TEER - 8% ~ IMMIVELEZR
B [HB6 :16]

[P0] &BPF9— Valley Gate [fE3 : 13]

ISRV EEREED « B ERPIEERE
BLHEE - EBHRXEEIERISEN
imhs ~ EEEPIFIEES « AREA
E[FY ~ BRIERPY - REEFERLOESF
- B—IEERERB 891 - &=
WRIEZE « FLENRHSE « IBIR L
7w o FEIRBIA ~ IEBERINRIN « [BF
2:3-5] o

[R] ERFS—Dung Gate [fE3 : 14]

(VNES B%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ,ﬂj [Pool of
Siloam] - BEEMMIE [Valley of
Hinnon] H’JH:'.I:IEH:' B2 hIREY
75 - MMISE 2 #’EGehennaig = EIH
IRAY o EERERISIE S Bt R
o MEBE|A « BARNRHIMTS (T
9:44] - BEFABIERE MBFE
EBAYSELTHEN ~ ERIK ~ AIEMT ~ 1T

4

BT - MMERFEC  RESRER
5~ R SLARE"  [MiR7 -
1] - EFEST IBMAEFREECHISE -
HEEER - ELEH - DEI R
HYSE ~ SR BRMA—UNAEl [(HEE
£1:9]

[77] 5RP9— Fountain Gate [[E3 : 15]

IRSHRAYERED « th 2 EZEMPIRY
1bEB - B FEarEFEL [Pool of
Siloam] -~ KENEW « RBEEXREFH
PZRVKGE [5IT20 @ 20] - SEERVES
R [Gihon] BAYWFTTEFE7KAYIREE -

IS hin R T mtERYK | BERERYZK
SFEREE (#97 : 37-39] - HEAHIX
EFERMAYE (FB5:26£915:3] o
LBENAEMS  HfIEEASR

[BRERAIFY] ~ BAFSBAEMPY [#HFR
F] C RBETBRARMA [EZEE] -

(5] 7KP§—Water Gate [[E3 : 26]

ERES e n iR B L EF i

4

FR4fT ~ YTARSRANITARMTEY (FETF33 : « B R &5 RAFIET At [Reservoir]
6] o %k WG T hEMBF TR SELFARTREMIN o LIEFAEEEN
SERIBMIEESS (Topheth] - RisF PIRIMERER - (ER R BFIS LT
ANEEEFRTENEGES (51T & =SEAERMUEIANSEEEaRE
93 F DI . PEE . [[28:1-6] o fBfIEETLIL
1R AT SR RS « BB MBELE BEHK EENE - H
EELEITS AR « BRIGHESIHE —WﬂﬂAﬁﬁ~ﬂ%§EﬂﬂEW%
TSI o - BINSREERAIE (B9 : 1-2] o
B « EERNENSHE N8 TR EERE ISR RS
SREGFNERE « e S B PIEEE IETRERE S - TR - MHEEEREE
AE o "BESERN - RFENEESE 7~ RABUEM ~ BRI SN -

\.L.r
Ak §

3 ¥\ . i
..'

"‘Hﬂfl \

Im'll




Y [ L
Upper house of tha king seBl [ Present wall

Smtimes g0 oic M SEARBERISY - RAEKRRERL
e ] ‘ | EBARTEREERLEER (A
Y 4 ! | BREARHIHR  BESAORERE |

dscant to the armoury =] ML
[(-r\-r

House of the mighty men i7,— - b
Tower of Hananel Tower of the |

meﬂwmﬁ_smmm MEHY « ESESTE AR - | ERERthsR7ERD |
OldGate._. ”’lﬁ‘_’i T—— FHEEA S EFHRVE « EHEE—EE §
' jEast Gat BN - HEIQIREZ ANSFHEBEF
qromcae o \MIET [A21:6-12] o
= I eSO SR RS |
= rotproecing EORY (4510 :19) o BEEHRE - 10
K5 th BB HE BT PE ARSTH ~ 75 TR ©

(4543 1 1—5] - SEPIFARMAIESR -

00~ OO B LD =

Lipper chambar of the comer

e+ e e @i ° I RERMEBMHEERS - EEELINIE
Chambaer of Mashullam son of Basachiah

Homescitaprests | NEQY ~FountainGete &« SERHE - 2EET  FEERRE §

House of Jadash Dung Gate FI,I. “Stairs descending
00 of Harsmaph ¥

[\] BEP9—Horse Gate [[E3 : 28] H (+] EBP§—Muster Gate [[E3 : 31)

from City of Dawvid EE °

S (TR7KPIRTAL SR, BB R ARSR ~ B NIV RNASBIS EEIE i arY
RAATEIERBERE « EREXITEC | [Inspection Gate] ° EPIEAIFSIHAVER
B~ tBEASEPIEARY o It « EREYE B WS J5 |
ELEERSSATRMESBNE REMSHISESETSSMANGSE « X0
2 AAETESHEERMAFSY -5 FIERMRRIEEE « FraEasmes
KREBEEBASEEESMmEE - 2% | SEsEamRes -
2:35] ‘“BrEFBNSEEE  BE EHEEY - EEERE « HEBEFE
F{EASRIE « FRASIEEINEER « B+ BIA ~ IBEREMPFENT « DEE
TEIBEMEE « USEIEERE « BENE SRS TIEEEA « [#RE03 : 13-
MEER - SELBNES LT o 14) - hEEYE—EAEHEMEES
EREEE  FEESHESER R moE o [#%5: 10)
BTSN RERNBS (3
6:11+14-18] o B K 2PIRAMA  thILEPIRRHE -
[71) EEPS—East Gate [[E3 : 29] S TOEEERE - EERISENERD « Ik
HSEPSEAMTEETR TER - 58 | —WEIEIET - (S8 T BENEE - &
BN mIRmEE - e R B ISR BB« BUARVREEE 155 - 18
‘~$-

e W,

"‘u et -',""""""1*'h

I'qil* Nl 0

e 28 ~~,¢mu_




3 0
b
1 \
o
. L

- EBES

"
= IR - ﬁﬁMEM~%m ~ IE7E ~ B
IRIRABIL ~ 1R 5HA2EE ~ BINRE ~ B8

BR aﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ@L$1 C RS D |

HYEREE ~ BRIRRRER+ XKW ~ #5ETHF
STmHYAGER ©
EfRAET—UERMENESE - Eff
» FLAL EREARETE] © iR TEUE
=~ WY TIE - tBEEARIEL - Fix
i ~ BEENERYE ~ BITAE - RESEEM

L A HEBREMRNERESRIBEETL -

NSHELFEBREERKEEBHIIE

| BE - BRILASEENGE « BIERKE

EDERVEED « BRINEEER - BERE

ERRE - SELBLNRE  BILRE
W RENENNES
b (AT RAIES -

RESER CHERMIE

FEZXFIICEHERPIPSEIBERIID
BR ©
[—] FPI—Hi#FERFE « REMEmETE
- BuFIfEEZ MBS « ERHHIRR -
EERFXE -
[Z] BAI—EX2UEFASAAR—IX - &
S tRE 1B « BEISAREE REA
BE -~ BAHET -
[=] AF—F8ITHE « hEEEE - &
BFIEAERRIERRAE -

(4] &P- TEFINERSE - SABBIALL |

Bl (B2 3] ~ TELERER

B2 ~ RUCIERR ~ A7 C PR ERSHEEY &
ZF « HINERL ~ IBHOFZE - BEEI - i)

A~ BREIEHRENA - ZBE ~ RE
LHRERFT - B 5 FHEMLILES
fiA=1 [#KEI5 : 5-6] -

e

[F)] ERMPI—SFCRECHTE - REKRE
BN —EIR055H - EHBIREE «
FEESRMFR (4811 © 15-16) o

[75) SPI—NISEHASHEIE RS
KEBTTR « RBIEERATES |
29 (47 : 38-39] o LEBHHI—
A7REET « FREEIENESE - HEX
SEEBMEE (#9714 :16-17) o

[£)] KPI—ERBE [k REE - B
hBEE TS REE - BI1Z [
BECRIES ] SE—(IEEEAN
275 o

(N\) BR—SFEESNET - [EELN
KEEATT ~ fERIBEMA « SZH -5
FTIRM= RIS « FasE I R
=t [386:11)

(1) BP9 — MERMERERFIIIL
FRMEFET S (H5:8] - (=
FPSHIEE  ERIIBAMEE - ik
BRI ERIt R B AR [
HEED 1 28] o
FPY— [EFMORE « BAZ AN
TRURES - BETF - SXSHE
ZANTRER  EEEE - RS
BE®Z1 [#B13:10-14] - TEA
MBIHERSFTH - HENES
®) [Hhag5:10] -

FEZFIFEEE HEEPT - BRI FIE

I3RS ~ REET ©

|
Ll'd "'. g
"h I-Q‘H 'h LA

Eﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ!ﬁﬂiﬂ!ﬁﬂ&%ﬂQQEEHEI!EHﬂﬁEﬁLhef

H7® -



EEEOZEIAXRPE - AFEIES K
REABESNMNHEEER - FBERA
F - RABRERKRIEITHND - ORBEEFH
SRR MAELENENE
T FEEWHEZ5Rosalindti B 2 {E
B BiRERBEESE - FBEEITEFHMA
NEXR - FREERRHNSEXEN LEE
PBRSEFMNEEADE - EEUWE?&

- %”ﬁ%ﬁ%% BESARMILERE - E#%

SEIFT 2 B Uh R ENER RV BT - I
,*;%WEIJ c BFIENERR - BEHHE T
BHKFEETEN - FRIEEGEEAD
H - EERABHIGIEER -

SENARDERRBERE12EN—
RIEX - ZAREFSWINRAVES -
[FHRREBFAENRE] - SHEEE
=fE? AXE—GRE ! 1F1 SE1TE
HFR ! ROE [F) ? RRAE ME%FIEL
BEMZNREREAC-UTNRAELEER
-1 EENBEREEES B L%m
BEBEENBEERE - SENRE AR
EHIESNEAMBENEIMEA - tAIRNE

RRE - BREE - SBLE - ISEHEM &

S LHEEE -

OB fEREEyEE— AR § 2

Ehik - E’f“""ﬁ)?.’rlﬂff‘ﬁﬂﬂ%h HEEEH

| HYRHEEWED - ZIEMWNET  RERE

B THEEBE - THERREXE - RIE
MREXE - MEEREXRE « SBHER
EXE - ENBIEXE - 2EREHIE
FHE - F88 £E2E  ZHFIRE
Ehik (AR EM) - FZ2HBILEIEA - Fel
HHEEER - ZREIR - A S HBERES
NEUREBEHERBENMEA - WRAEE
EEZHMA - HFHRMACQRES - ¥$E?J51Ffl
AR MIRIERE - BIRAE -

HISEH ? AU EFRIRE - BIES E"

—. T SRER - EEERDE - &%
ZIEMBRRANT - SREFILREE
BNES - STIEERERITZIESTR L
KMBESE - REMHTE - —K—
Ve ZIS%ﬁﬁEEEE.}ﬁ%/J\E’Qﬁ’é & 3
IEREEYmE - BRREZEERZEE
HiEss - M IT=EEE - RALTE+
DERE - BFIEFREBEERER - B
AEEREMT - AREZRAGBEEX
Z B TRLEERERT - BIAA
EBZREM - WAlDEEE’ET - BRAIAZE
BFZER RIEE BT ERE
KR ~ TF ~ 188 ~ B~ 5% ~ 8
B2 - IR B BB ERY KB
I~ B2 - DERMKINGERH « BiW o 3
FIZICELEE BN T - THEFIEIE -

BFIFIRES - FFZHEHANIE - EFE
R EARE - B ARE IV ZRF]
Ry - BLEERBMETEF - #ARSE
FEEXRHEBRIIZE - REARDHIK
B BFIEAESEBICERNT -

BRHE

ERECHES - BATY R
W BEERMEN - BHEFER
2 EBNWIENNE  TO% 5 S



Pi - S BR2LBHEH - REESE
S o BRABENRWGE - FEE
% -

JREBERNFE  RXERE (F%ER
231 - BAIESINFEEE - R
FEBAGKERE—BRENES -
BEEMNEE - —HENE SRR E
Hhedl S - SERI—BIRRR A ERE -
WREER - BAIBEATEEESE
RHVTE - EISWHEFMERER - BB
FT2IEAS - AMEEEE - SHRVEX
HFEER - NS NAZBERE - BRER
PRIPHYTEARR - INDRERIFEAE -

SKFSEERNEERETEDR
B - ARGERER - BARBRERE
= HRRIE - HonERENERET - BRERIR
Hif - BEERIEERR - RENE - 17

HAVRAEREE - MIERAREFE - BA |

WEINVER - BAREFTEEER - B
ARRRER  BARIBEER - Bix
tBRY RGN EREZ

BE—UWET+2BRE - BEEE
RS - B —RAFEZE - BRI FE
A RABER - B—XBRRKRMBIE
NG - DEREERIKISEE - RILLAREE
BYE -

SKIMTBERXEHRELFERER 7 3
MERERESENLR - FEEEFRNS
REHVRRIT - REELEETZERIMM
JE - FREEFRIIE -

BLBWIE : FESEE  BRsy 0
ARELE | BEREEER =% ¢
27] - Bifffi R FEL—ET 8 &
BLBEERER - SISERE - 3l &

EE)E CRVERES - WARRAT - BR
B RE - O8%F  BfEEEEREH
BWAERZ—UF B REEE - BiFE
E o

RPRENEHNLIHEEEFT - BiE
BEAREEMNEE - NBRFRPT
fF - CERIRETHEB—UPERSESR
X - fRTIFRYRZEBEANS - BfbalRE
RMEIE o

B =5 oKIEWED - EEENE T+
F2% EEVNEZAEE S I{EH
= o 2004 FE A IEEBEEEEA
# = (Chinese Christian Church of
Rhode Island) = {E4REMRF - (DAERE 1
EOABRE =B ANEBRERE
fth - BEREATRTERK - SHELIEEERR -
LR NEEIRR - (HEHREEMEF - 1L
ZEEEE S - AMEEIEEREFIAVES
3R BMETEAXKEWRE - AT
FREGSREE o

SXEMNBEERRSEH - Bt
EREIEE - RUWARMEIE - FHE
EFAIE

P, EFSINEEHRER - BUENEEEHRER ?

I FIAVESER - HEBT RIS E ARG
HYfEan - HRARERENESE - B
FEE] T353R - BR—U)EEE - STttt
AYESHE - KB PIRRETERS - (LT
HERNGE - SKRMEBESFAIRE - th
DWEAEBIMEEE ERE - KiFR -

MRREEE - RHVGEA T

B o | SKIFEEHEMEHT - T 8 =

R « WB NS - BBUME
2o BE34-5M . [FEEENH 8
% FIGRESHRG - ET—tIF e




TS L - &RE2EREM - #LIESIIRAY
i o | ABERERINBENAESD -
TR

SH®MEIEE - UREFEEE - 8
KB E - #h{ERES I TEIEN BN E
22 Bt (Overseas Bible Seminary) » % %I
M #E 18 2 Bt (China Evangelical
Seminary)iFi& - FIE=ER#%& - {#2k
HEHBEE  KBRIEEEM ~ =200
g THRRZHRIFEE - BT
W55 -

EBRMNEEZEZER - BIARER -
[EXEFEAZEREE - RIZIRREY
SERIEER - | BRAIBBREL - 18
=ERLZERAKRE - HERE - B3
FIMAEREMABARE—TErT - B
ER—UDNEExE - RXBI AR E - 52080

AIES - MBRRSEE - MALRE= |

FOREEX - IR B=E5%Z—H
AKXE - HHEHEEEFTY -

BFIEBETIHEEER - FISEmSEY
718 - HEBIER - BRERE - U
SN ERILKIE AREE (North York
Chinese Baptist Church) - REZ=E&
B EHEYIFLURIM EEWETRRE
£ (Rev. Hay Him Chan) A tH R 12
IMNVEESE -  BEMNFECHAMURER
I ERREER - WSZIF6MUEH
T  Hh—3¥P EHEERMNE - =2
HEERNANEEERAXRTIE=
5 BREMARENERLIEIBES

# A ;2 {E & (Panama Chinese Baptist

Church) - AFERIMI AR B ZEHFIAVE B

ERR - RE+—HERT - RIFIRTE
B T2 - TROUREBEESHERI

REEEBMERT - RRBEERER - W
BEBRNNE - F2RE - EA - BD
T« FERBSHIA - SEEHIRE - &
[EETEIRVBEERK - 8270 ~ A7D~ 970
HWHFEERZ - BRFINEEREK - RitE
RBEFISIVEIIERFERIE - BARNE
KREEEHMFRR -

BENDTHN  EEEENENGE
EETMOEST - B I0RE - B
YRS IRATEE - REER - ISR
BEEE -

B B& 38 18 William Bordent & 1R E E
Borden X% r EXREREZELELY -
REBETRESEEES @ tHAEE—%
EEM o 1909F HEEE X2 Yale
UniversitysBZ 85 - BNILET2RVERI - &
EEFZEFEE - RS E @O
EEEE At RIRRB2EEHIE
5 ¢ {BTE255% I Al 58 B% IR ¢ meningitis &
tt o B ATEMAERDRIFMAAEN=
B 5E& : NoReserve TEEIRE ] - No
Retreat E#iR#E] KNoRegret IEHR
121 o HAVEERE TBILVER] BB S T
BENETE - I ARMHREIEEGER
faE !

BERRIAFER 5 fIAVINTE | EHEE
M RFIEE | IREABEERAHE
EMBREIRERAVRIE ? fRVEMERE
BiRE E2EER ESEBELBHER/ETE
i =g

(2 XS BT FT b3t : 10 Bloorview Place, b
® #1503, Toronto,ON M2J 0B1,Canada i
I EET . ¥ 416-879-4893; E 416-223- B
B 3121x23) |
REE - 2013F&FXERL - HfINE &




postponed. Some of us heaved a deep sigh! Would
we have to wait many more months before we get
to tread on foreign land as a group? But the
rescheduled trip was a blessing in disguise because
the mass passport filing and releasing took longer

For the high school teachers, words are not enough to describe
our emotions and experiences during the HK trip. So, here are
some of our expressions of thanks to the Lord and the PCGS
Board of Trustees:

Truly Grateful - Mrs. Raquel Barril

“It is a delight to know that God uses people to give earthly rewards to those who honor Him through their work.
The Hong Kong trip was both educational and fun. I'had never dreamt nor imagined myself taking “out of this world”
rides in Ocean Park. It's great to be a child once again; feel and experience things without inhibitions. I am truly

grateful to God and to the PCGS board members.”

Great Privilege - Mrs. Jugie Ponce

“To be part of the PCGS family is a BIG blessing. To be given a chance and an opportunity to travel to Hong Kong was

one of the greatest privileges. It was one of the most memorable and exciting trip I ever had in my life. To the Board [
of Trustees, thank you so much for making our dreams come true.”

More Than All that I Asked For - Ms. Lovely Desiree Sunog

“Ionly prayed for Enchanted Kingdom but God granted me more than
what I wished for. Thank you Board of Trustees for allowing God to use &
you as an instrument in making other people's dreams turn into
reality.”

Took My Breath Away - Mr. Michael Matt Guitguiten
; @ “There are just too many
unforgettable experiences
during our HK trip, among which are the Disneyland shows, breath-taking
rides in the Abyss, the Dragon, and the Mine Train in Ocean Park. Another
- experience was the visit to the History Museum which was so huge. The
—y museum boasted an elaborate set-up and meticulous arrangement of
historical facts. For all the fun, I want to thank God and the Board of
Trustees for giving us an opportunity to experience Hong Kong.”
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ATerrificSurprise - Mrs. Loreben Abaquita

“Praise the Lord for the Hong Kong trip! Thank you Lord for a dream come true, thank you PCGS! Thank you Dr.
Poand the Board of Trustees! The experience was really amazing; I stood in awe of God's wonderful love. For me, it
was a terrific surprise from God. Until now I am still asking if it did really happen. What a great blessing to belong
to the Kiankee Family ...all glory to God!”

A Childhood Dream ComeTrue - Mrs. Lelamae Cabalse

“For me, the trip to Hong Kong was a childhood dream come true. The
Disneyland experience was no longer a childhood fantasy but real. I had
so much fun and everything I saw was breath-taking. To the Board of
Trustees, thank you for allowing me to make my dream a piece of reality

toremember.”

An Honor and Privilege - Mrs. Jocelyn Lazaro

“The Hong Kong trip made me realize that belonging to the Kian Kee family was definitely an honor and a
privilege. When some of my co-trainers in MTG heard that the faculty and staff of PCGS were going to Hong
Kong, they were astounded. They said that never in their schools and seldom in other schools are teachers given
this kind of privilege. They expressed that the Board of Trustees of Kian Kee knows how to appreciate and give
importance to hard work and dedication of their teachers. I was so proud when I heard thatand even prouder that I
belong to PCGS. God bless Kian Kee!”

Was I Dreaming? - Mrs. JocenVargas
“When the announcement regarding the trip became official, I couldn't believe it. Was I dreaming? [am happy and

proud that | belong to the PCGS famlly Words are not enough to say thanks to the people who gave me this

- opportunity. Thank you!To Godbe the glory'”

L .3 y

% | Godis My Healer - Mr. El-cid Sayson
“I'was sick the night before the schedule to leave for Hong Kong. I'thought
that I would not be able to make it but God indeed was so good and
faithful. He sustained me and gave me strength. Despite my condition
during the trip, I was able to enjoy the beauty of God's creation. Indeed the
trip was so awesome and I praised God for allowing me to experience the
wonderful and joyful trip to Hong Kong.”

Hong Kong: Live it, Love it! - Mr. Eduardo Pua

“The 4D3N stay in Hong Kong was indeed an experience worth remembering and retelling. Some of the places in
Kowloon are reminiscent of the place where I initially grew up: Chinatown, Manila. As the Hong Kong tourism
advertisement serenades with its familiar slogan “Live it, Love it!”, my colleagues and I joyfully responded to its
warm invitation by experiencing Hong Kong by foot, on platter, through public transport and the breath-taking
rides at Disneyland, and Ocean Park, and through sightseeing. It was an honor to be part of this 1,600-kilometer
journey across the South China Sea with the PCGS family. Thank you God and the Board of Trustees for the grace
and opportunity to live and love Hong Kong!”

Indeed, the Hong Kong trip was a gift from the Lord. Even though there were some inconveniences during the
preparation of the trip, still it brought an indelible fragment in our memories. God really knows how to reward
hard work and commitment of His children. God is never blind and He is forever faithful and true!




God Grants the Desires of Our Hearts - Mrs. Stephanie Wong

God hears even our childish dreams and prayers; no, it is not wrong to dream BIG dreams. And God can also place
the same dream in the hearts of the Board of Trustees and Dr. Po to send the teachers out of the
country.....and....yes, to Hong Kong, not for a seminar but for a

VACATION! True enough, as we delight in the Lord and serve the

Him faithfully, He will grant us our hearts' desires in ways and

timing we do not expect. The HK experience strengthened

relationships, caused us to see beyond our imperfections and accept

each other's differences. I cannot stopped thanking God for the

GRACE, GENEROSITY and GENUINE CONCERN that He has

placed in the hearts of the Board of Trustees to give us this HK trip.

The BlessingTrip -TeacherYongYong
“Up until now, I still can hardly believe that I was one of the chosen
recipients of the said “Blessing Trip.” Memories of the trip will be
with me for alifetime . . .. Heartfelt thanks to the Board of Trustees!
To the PCGS Board, my
Heartfelt gratitude for
An experience that
No one will ever forget, and for your
Kindness ...

You provided for
Our most exciting, wonderful and

anorgettable HK trip!

Lostin Hong Kong -Teacher Joy Roa

“EXCITED!” That's the exact word to describe what I felt when I heard that we
were going to Hong Kong ... Never have [ imagined that I will be able to travel
out of the country; it's truly a blessing from our Lord God Almighty. God is

% 500000000000000000000 good! The excitement never stopped from the time
we stepped inside the Mactan International Airport until we reached Hong Kong
and back. But the excitement was soon coupled with fright when I got lost —not
once, but on three occasions! I will never forget that
experience.

Laughing All the Way - Teacher Keren Tagulob

[ will never forget my experiences in Hong Kong |
with my co-teachers and coordinator. This trip Ee#
strengthened our relationship with each other. We
were LOST, TIRED and SCARED; but most of the
time we were just laughing. God is always at work

and I can feel it each day during our trip. Ilearned

more how toTRUST people, to CARE, and to UNDERSTAND our differences.
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Dream Come True —Teacher Raquel A. Canata

The Hong Kong trip was unforgettable because it was my first travel outside of the Philippines. Hong Kong
Disneyland made me feel like a child again. We stayed to watch the fireworks; from start to the final blast, I hear
myself saying “Wow! Wow! WOW! At Ocean Park, I conquered my fears by taking some of the extreme rides.
Wuhhh... Praise God I did not die in the FLASH. Visiting the giant aquarium, I can only declare, “Truly how great
and mighty are HIS works.”Thank you again PCGS for amemory worth treasuring. Iam forever grateful.

A Rare Gift - Teacher Sally Sapalo
“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under
| —- ﬂ.‘ﬂ“]ﬂ | " heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1). When I had my head and neck surgery last
“_E: — i March, I thought I would never be able to join the “Hong Kong Trip”
-« = because I was still recuperating. But God worked in ways [ didn't see. The
' trip was postponed to November; thus, giving me sufficient time to
recover! What once was a dream for most of us is now history —a story
that we will tell and retell. It wasindeed a very rare gift from God.Thank

you Lord for the provision! Thank you Lord for PCGS!

So Blessed ....- Christine Nova R. Bejemino

Getting lost in Hong Kong twice with my group was unforgettable; it is

no joke to be lost in a foreign country. All 1 I did was to pray and trust
the Lord. I thank God for His protection; we did manage to find our way back to the hotel, still with a smile.
God is truly a “Blesser” and Rewarder of good things. I'm so blessed to be part of the PCGS family and I
couldn't stop but testify of God's goodness and faithfulness. I thank God for everything and to all who gave us
this trip.

Undeserved Favor - Ms. Andrea Lou Canonigo
Aside from the cool places, nice views and the adrenaline raising rides, what I treasured most was the fun and

bonding I had with my officemates/colleagues. Indeed, God is the giver of all good gifts even ones that we

don't deserve. Thank you, Board of Trustees and Dr. Po for allowing God to use you to bless us.




Unspeakable joy and

excitement were

written all over our

faces from the

moment we stepped

inside Mactan

dInternational

Airport en route for

Hong Kong last

N November 2. The

" next day (Nov. 3)

e inside Bus #1, Mrs.

=3 Munoz shared thatin

& times of trouble, we

cap ca [l 1S

referring to Psalm

91:1. The day after

“this (Nov. 4) inside |

Bus #1 again while heading towards Ocean Park, Mrs. Magat reminded us - “in everything give thanks.” God
readily placed us to test. ... To whom do we turn to in times of urgent need? Can we still give thanks when one of
us misplaced and lost her passport? WhenTeacher San San realized that her passport was not with her, we became
worried because we were scheduled to fly home the next day (Nov. 6). We dialed “911” and yes, God heard us but
His reply was negative. We did not find the passport bur God sent His “angels” to minister to us so that what
normally would take three (3) days to get a temporary travel permit was facilitated in half a day thus allowing
Teacher San San to return on Nov. 7. For this trip, we were working around a very limited budget; so initially, we
planned to arrange everything on our own through online booking. But God foreknew thatT. San San would lose
her passport. So when we were finalizing plans for HK, God impressed upon my heart to seck the assistance of
Grand Hope Travel Agency for all our travel plans. Amazingly, God also impressed upon the heart of Mrs. Dy of
Grand Hope to travel with us to and from HK. She was one of “God's angels” who ministered to us. It was very
kind of her to volunteer to stay behind withT. San San and facilitate her travel documents. God knew that it would
take a travel agency proprietor to get a flight booking at such short notice. Truly, Godisa God of all wonders; He is

allknowing, all powerful, too marvelous for words, and too wonderful for comprehension.




An Irreverent View:
Part 1: The Documentary Hy

ho wrote the Bible, really? Serious
question! Holy book it may be, the
Bible certainly didn’t write itself, did it?

Duh, you might say. This is a church publication — of
course you have to say that the Bible has divine
authorship! Yet even then, that explanation raises
some other questions. Was the Bible dictated word
for word by God? Or did He merely inspire whoever
wrote the Books of the Bible?

Okay then. Let’s say it doesn’t matter. Suppose God
had a hand in writing the Bible, be it doing actual
dictation or merely providing the spark of inspiration.
Final buck stops with Him. Then another question
comes to mind — was the text properly preserved?

We don’t have the originals now. What we have are
copies of copies of copies of... well, copied copies.
How do we know that the text was copied perfectly all
along? Remember, before Gutenberg invented the
printing press, everything was copied by hand.

Actually, problems cropped up even after the printing
press was invented. It became much easier to make
huge mistakes. Everheard of the Wicked Bible? It wasa
reprint of the King James Version in 1631, but the
printers made a tiny mistake. A single word was
accidentally left out. Not a big problem right? Well,
not if that word was not and the verse in question was
Exodus 20:14. Not so tiny anymore, huh?

Okay, since that raises too many questions, let’s
extend our “divine” explanation to cover any and all
possible transcription errors. Now, we’re gonna say
God preserved everything that was written perfectly,
hence no transmission errors here. Satisfied?

Unfortunately, there are still holes left in this
explanation. The ancient Israelites spoke ancient
Hebrew.  And Aramaic after Assyria/Babylon
conquered them. Then Greek after Alexander the
Great. Then Latin. Unless you're a Biblical scholar,

you are relying on translations.

Which translation should we use? There are so many:
the most popular are the King James (KJV), New
International (NIV), and American Standard (ASV)
versions. Philippine Bibles are based on the ASV,
while the most popular Chinese translation today
(Chinese UnionVersion) drew from the 1885 K]JV.

Suppose we assume all translations are the same, so it
doesn't matter. That’s not a good assumption. You
can’t translate every single nuance of one language to
another perfectly. You will lose something in
translation. Furthermore, different translations draw
from different sources. Even if you assume all
translations are good, you still have to pick sources.

The oldest source we have is the Septuagint, a Greek
translation created in Alexandria, Egypt dating back
hundreds of years before Christ. Jews (and almost all
Protestant churches) today use the Masoretic Text,
written after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 CE. Which
source is more reliable?

When people of the New Testament, Jesus included,
quote from the Old Testament, they almost always use
the Septuagint because it was familiar to them. On
the other hand, the Old Testament basically came
from the JewishTanakh, so why not the MasoreticText
also used by the Jews?

Or what about the Vulgate Bible, written in Latin by
Jerome in the Fourth Century? He translated from
Hebrew, but also used Greek sources. This version is
supported by the Roman Catholic Church. Why not
use this translation instead? Protestantism did come
from Roman Catholicism, after all.
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As you can see, there lies a very long chain — texts
are copied and recopied, and translations are made.
These translations are then copied and recopied, and
form the basis for yet other translations. As an
English (or Chinese) Bible reader, who actually
wrote the books of the Bible shouldn’t really matter
too much, right? As long as you believe it is, after all
this time, still the word of God, all is copacetic.

Be warned. We intend to irreverently answer the
question raised. If you feel that textual criticism is
not your cup of tea — that it will somehow shake
your belief, it is best for you to skip the rest of this
article. Thank you for reading this far, and I hope

you enjoy the rest of Gospel nght

Still here? Then welcome! Please keep an open
mind, as we delve deeper into the provenance of the
Old Testament, focusing on the first five books of
the Bible. We will be specifically looking at the
Documentary Hypothesis in this article.
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According to tradition, Moses wrote the entirety of
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy. There are a few exceptions, of
course. All passages that deseribe events happening
after Moses’ death would be written by other
people (like his successor Joshua). This tradition is
what we call the Mosaic Authorship of the
Pentateuch. But when you examine it closely, a
number of factors cast doubt on Mosaic authorship.

First, there are plenty of anachronisms in the text.
Anachronisms are things which appear in the wrong
time period (imagine Adam and Eve driving a car, or
David killing Goliath with a rocket launcher). For
example, Genesis 36 contains a list of Edomite kings
that lived long after Moses died. Logically, someone
who is not Moses put that in.

Second, there are certain events that are repeated

(these are called doublets):

* The Creation story is repeated twice, in Genesis
chapters 1 and 2.




* There are two versions of the Ten
Commandments (Exo. 20 and Deut. 5).
Two stories tell of Moses striking a rock to get
water (Exo. 17:1-7 and Num. 20:1-13).
Three stories (triplets!) tell of a patriarch
pretending that his wife was his sister (Gen.
12:10-20, 20:1-18, and 26:1-11).

Third, there are inconsistencies in the text. How
many animals did Noah take to the ark — two pairs
(Gen. 6:19-20), or two and seven pairs (7:2-3)? Was
Joseph sold to the Ishmaelites (37:28) or the
Midianites (37:36)? Was the name of Moses’ father-
in-law Reuel (Ex. 2:18) or Jethro (3:1)?

These doublets and internal inconsistencies suggest
that the Pentateuch had multiple authors. Someone
edited the work together, combining the sources
into a single narrative. In fact, the story of the
Flood (Gen. 6-8) best illustrates this combination.
It is possible to separate it into two narratives, both
similar but slightly different, that can stand on their
own. Try the diagram below for yourself!

different writing style and emphasis, and was
written in different time periods. Eventually, the
sources were merged into one. Today, the thesis
Wellhausen formulated is called the Documentary
Hypothesis, which splits the authorship of the

Pentateuch to four sources:

* The J (Jahwist; ] is German forY) source uses
the term Yahweh exclusively when referring to
God. ] has a rich narrative style, and probably
came from the Southern Kingdom of Judah
because he favored the South. He used the name
Sinai (which is a mountain in the South) when
referring to the important mountain. In his
narrative in Gen. 37:26, Judah was the one who
saved Joseph from death by selling him as a slave.
The E source referred to God as Elohim prior to
Exodus 3. He’s not as poetic as J, and probably
lived in the Northern Kingdom of Israel because
he favored the North. The important mountain
in his narrative is Mt. Horeb (located in the
north); he emphasized the role of Reuben (head

Are there two Noah stories in Genesis? Read the yellow verses as a whole, and then the green verses.

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 0809 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22|
01 02 03 04 05/06]/07]08 09]10[11[12[13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20]21 |22 23] 24|
01 02 0B 04 05]/06[07]08 09 10 11 12[13[14 15 16 17 18 19[20 21 22|

02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17[18 19 20 ]

21 22 23 24 25 26 27[

The final factor that questions the Mosaic authorship
is not something you can see if you're reading a
translation. God is referred to in two different ways
in Genesis. The first name, onbx (Elohim), is usually
translated as God. The second, mn (Yahweh), is
usually seen as Lord, Jehovah, or Yahweh. Yahweh is
God’s personal name, and was only revealed to
Moses at the burning bush. Despite this, some
passages prior to Exodus 3 also use the term Yahweh
when referring to God. If Moses wrote the
Pentateuch, would he have made such a mistake?

If not Moses, then who? Julius Wellhausen thought
he had the answer. In his 1877 book Die Komposition
des Hexateuch (he was a German), he theorized that

the Pentateuch had four sources. Each source has a

GOSPEL LIGHT ¥55't GOSPEL LIGHT #5355'G

of the Northern tribes — Gen. 37:21) in
protecting Joseph.

The P (priestly) source has a dry and legalistic
style, and loves laws, rules of sacrifice, and
genealogies. P wrote the entirety of Leviticus
and large chunks of Numbers. God is portrayed
as unapproachable, except through priests. He
was probably an Aaronite priest, as his narrative
elevated Aaron to the same level as Moses.

The D (deuteronomist) source wrote the
entirety of Deuteronomy. Based on style and
language, he probably wrote the other history
books, namely: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and
Kings. D rivals J in style — Deuteronomy
essentially recaps the first four books of Genesis




through Numbers, and was written as a farewell
address by Moses to the Israclites.

Richard Friedman’s book WhoWrote the Bible?
presents a compelling interpretation of the
Documentary Hypothesis. This is his proposed
timeline of events:

A —————

Once upon a time, all the early history of Israel is
passed down as folklore, orally transmitted from
generation to generation. When King David united
the tribes into the country of Israel, the J source
wrote a compilation of these stories.

When Israel broke up into two, the narrative
evolved to match the political reality. Thus, the E
source created a version of the folklore which gave a
more favorable view of the North. Because the
Levites (priests) stayed in the Southern Kingdom, E
de-emphasized the role of Aaron, who was the first

high priest of Israel:

After Israel fell to the Assyrians, many refugees fled
across the border to Judah, bringing the E narrative
with them. Both J and E were viewed as sacred
documents with slight variations, so the first
Redactor (a redactor is basically an editor)
combined them into JE. Since the editing was done
in the south, J was given more emphasis than E
whenever there were inconsistencies.

The JE source contained some material which were
not favorable to the priesthood. To counteract the
bad publicity, someone, most probably a priest,
wrote down all the priestly oral traditions into the P
source as a counterbalance to JE.

Years passed, and the Judeans slide back into
idolatry. Out of the blue, High priest Hilkiah
“discovers” a lost scroll of Moses that talks about the
law. Believed to be the book of Deuteronomy, the
scroll formed the basis of King Josiah’s religious
reforms in 622 BCE. Did D write the scroll to
encourage the reforms (described in 2 Kings 23:8-
13), or did Josiah order it written to support his
reforms? We may never know.

So now, we have three versions floating around: JE,
P, and D. As we well know from the Irreverent
History of Christianity series, King Nebuchadnezzar
attacked Jerusalem, and exiled its most educated
citizens to Babylon. The exile didn’t last long,
because the Persians allowed them to return home
fifty years later.

While Judaism was kept largely intact, its leaders
struggled to find a way to preserve their religious
identity. This is where the second Redactor enters
the picture at around 450 BCE. He took JE, P, and
D, and merged them into a single narrative. This
was not a simple copy and paste job — he organized
cverything in a logical manner, sprinkling bits and
pieces of each source where it makes the most

sense.

All those boring lists of descendants listed by P?
The Redactor spliced them between narratives as
dividers and story bridges. He was respectful of the
texts, and chose not to remove anything. If there
were inconsistencies, he left them in. If there were
duplicates, he either combined them (the Flood) or
presented them side-by-side (Creation).

Who was the Redactor? He would have to be very
familiar with the Pentateuch. He would need to be
well-educated (few people at the time can read or
write). He also needs to have strong religious and
political backing, so his work would be accepted.
For these reasons, many people believe Ezra to be
the perfect candidate to be the redactor.

Why Ezra? He was a scribe — it was his job to copy
scrolls by hand — meaning he could definitely read
and write. Many also believe him to be the author
of the books of Chronicles — so he knows his history
quite well. He had political backing — King
Artaxerxes of Persia ordered him to teach the Law
of Moses to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. He came
from a family of priests, and was appointed as chief

religious enforcer, so the religious side is covered.

In any case, the content of the Hebrew Bible was
fixed by 450 BCE. No more changes were made
after that. The oldest existing manuscripts we know

|
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of today are the Dead Sea Scrolls, which date back place. Although the absence of evidence is not quite
to 100 BCE. Except for very minor transcription evidence of absence, the documentary hypothesis
errors, these are essentially identical to the Hebrew remains just that — mere conjecture.

version we have today, the Masoretic Text. )
b Even the doublets have an explanation. We are

—_——— o ——— dealing with a population whose maj ority are

illiterate. They only understood spoken language.

This explanation ties in very neatly with the political
) P o Y Y ) ,p ) So how do you teach these people? Rote repetition.
history of Israel, doesn’t it? Well, perhaps it’s a little .
) If you repeat the story over and over again, perhaps
too neat. The documentary hypothesis makes bold 4 i p !
. . in a minor altered form, you will eventually drill the
assumptions that many have objected to. We would ] )
» ; lessons into the thickest of skulls.

be remiss if we don't at least present these

objections to you, dear reader! After all, this is an All right then, Mr. D.H. Doubter, how about the
irreverent essay. most famous doublet of them all — the story of the
R Lo Do cun eI .. Flood? If some'one diQn’t do a.ny redacting, why are
there overlapping stories of this account? Why not
The documentary hypothesis relies solely on textual just separate these stories and present them as
analysis to distinguish the four sources. While style . J| separate versions, just as in Genesis 1 and 2?

d choi f d b ful clues i
[ L Cies The answer? A Chiasmus. It’s a figure of speech

that balances the second half of the work with the
first half — in reverse order. You use a chiasmus

determining authorship, they are not conclusive.
Just because part of a work is “dry” and “legalistic”
while the other parts are readable and lively doesn’t ) )
\ when you want to strongly illustrate a point, by
mean someone else wrote the boring parts. i ;
creatlng a symmetrlcal sentence structure.
The same logic applies with the different names of
God. So what if you use Elohim and not Yahweh? It

doesn’t really matter in the long run. In fact, as a

Matthew 20:16 (NIV) has a simple chiasmus by

Jesus:

matter of style, the text is internally consistent in A So the last

using E when God emphasized justice, and J when f B Will be first

He emphasized mercy. B' And the first
A' Will be last.

Furthermore, we don’t have the original J, E, P,
and D sources today, so it is impossible to prove that The story of Noah’s ark can be divided into a 15-
they even existed as separate documents in the first part chiasmus, [ kid you not. Fifteen parallels!

F. hae Ay
Who’s Who in the Docum‘@y&oo 1esis? i\ :

Jahwist Elohist Priestly Deuteronomist

stress on Judah;
favors Aaron

stress on Judah,

. stress on central shrine
supports it over Israel

stress on northern Israel

stresses leaders stresses the prophetic stresses the cultic stresses fidelity to Jerusalem

anthropomorphic
speech about God

speech recalling

refined speech about God majestic speech about God God's work

God walks and

el Wit e God speaks in dreams cultic approach to God moralistic approach

Until Exodus 3, God is Elohim
and El Shaddai

God is always

presented as Yahweh God is Yahweh

Until Exodus 3, God is Elohim

uses Mt. Sinai Mt. Sinai is Horeb has genealogies and lists has long sermons
-




How'’s this for a chiasmus?

A Noah (Gen. 6:10a)
B Shem, Ham and Japheth (v10b) Digital painting by Della Lindsey on deviantART
C Ark torbe built (v14-16)
D Flood announced (v17)
IE Covenant with Noah (v18-20)
I2 it Food in the Ark (v21)
G Command.to enter the Ark (7:1-3)
H 7 days‘waiting for flood (v4-5)
I ." iSays waiting for flood (v7-10)
] AN Entry to Ark (v11-15)
K . . @
L & (,,; '
N % b r' Mountains covered (v19-20)
O L 150 days prevail (v21-24)
R LA 4 , God remembers Noah (8:1)
o) 150- day water abate (v3)
N' Mmam tops V151ble (v4-5)
M' Waters abate#vS)
L' End of 40 days (v6a)
S K' Noah opens Ark window (v6b)
J' Raven and dove leave Ark (v7-9)
L #Z days wait — waters subside (v10-11)
\ H' 7 daysiwait e watetsssubside (v12-13)75
@ Command to leave Ark (Vl 5-1 7) _hlstory@cebugospelchurch .com
El Food outside Ark (9:1-4) £
IE, Covenant (v8-10) c:u
D' Neoflood in the future (v11-17) u
o7 Ark (v18a) ':2
B' Shem, Ham and Japheth (v18b) 'g
A' Noah (v19) E
o

We have now gone through the basic features of, The documentary hypothesis is a well-reasoned

and arguments for and against the documentary

hypothesis. What should this mean to you?

theory that applies scientific analysis into the best-

selling book in the world. It tries to reconcile the

Very little, actually. What God is telling us from the evolution ol SR Na el ¥ TN

Bible will not change whether it was actually

Israel’s history. [ present it here so we can gain
some insight into our religion’s development. But

Ti 1 i 1
S Poop'c over 800 ultimately it is only a hypothesis, not proven fact.

years, or 400 people over 8 years.
In the next installment of “Who Wrote the Bible,

Ultimately, it is our duty to read the Bible and Redlljz2, werwill exaniine thoui RORITEE

decide fi 1 hat God is telli f it.
N & 1S trom 1 History books. Coming soon, in Gospel Light!

|
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Resurrection Sunday!

One of the most celebrated proclaimed to the
seasons of the year especially to congregation that they
Christians is the Easter Sunday or are part of the body of

Resurrection Sunday. Christ. They were: Bro.
This is the day commemorating Ryan Janseen Uy, Bro.
Jesus Christ’s resurrection and Ralph Adrian Uy and Sis.
victory over death . It also Erica Caitlin Uy. May we
reminds us how Christ took our uphold them in our
place to face the wrath of His prayers and encourage

Father. As a result of His suffering them to grow in His

and death, the sins of all those Word and by His grace, will live, even though he dies; and
who believe in Him are all live a Christ- centered life for His whoever lives and believes in me will
forgiven. glory. never die. Do you believe this?”(John

Last April 24, 2011, we had three “Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection 11:25-26)

baptismal candidates who and the life. He who believes in me

dChurchiViembersisihelBodyioRChiistesBuiltdEromithe
Ministny, ofthexSaintsiNoyIei¥croleanztcio

year. He shared about the encourages rather than gossips and
role of a church member etc .

on May 29, 2011. Ptr. Jebo said that the role of
As church members, you pastors is to train, to teach and to
and I have different roles oversee; and let church members

to play. Either you are the take up their responsibilities to do
hands that help and serve, God’s works through serving and
or the feet that brings the leading others to the kingdom of
Word of God to different God for the glory of our Father in
places, the eyes that see heaven.

Ptr. Jebo Banzuelo was the the needs of others, the
speaker of our 2nd theme this mouth that intercedes and
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“One Thing” (Philippians 3:12-14)

Last May 22-26,2011, the FCCF
held its 34th Nationwide Youth

Conference here at BE Resort in

. Mactan, Cebu.

Around 400 delegates from

»| different cities and provinces came

and joined the youth conference.

\I 2 In Phil 3:13, Paul said that the two

vivee OF17-F5277456
ophin Bilreas 352

lrnas 3529004, 0917-8130637

.~ Child Dedication

God
remem-
bered
Hannah
because
of her

prayers

“It's mot enough to love the children,
it is necessary that they are aware

that they are loved”

St John Bosco

and
gave
her a

| =
named Samuel, meaning “I asked

the Lord for him”. God blessed his
parents by granting them their

son

prayer request for a child and in
return, they promised to dedicate

the child to be used by God. After

words, “One Thing” denote
pursuing Christlikeness. He
wanted us to focus on what lies
ahead rather than to dwell or be
distracted by our past
achievements and good deeds or
the past mistakes and sins. If we
cling on to these things, they will
hinder us from moving forward or

exerting effort on what is ahead of

us.
Paul encouraged us, fellow

he was weaned; Samuel was
presented before the Lord and
given back to Him.

May those who have been blessed
with children give thanks to God
for the precious treasures He has
bestowed upon them.

May you train them up

in the way God wants

you to so that your

children’s lives are

pleasing in His sight.

And if God calls them

to serve Him, may you
wholeheartedly give

him/her back to Him

for His glory.

believers, to do the “one thing”,
i.e., “to press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:14).

We are like athletes running the
race but in order to finish the
race, we should be strong and
healthy athletes. If we Christians
are not spiritually healthy and
strong and at the same time
lingering on our past (be it
achievements or failures), what
can we accomplish for the Lord
and how can we finish the race
that is set before us?

While we are still living in this
world of so many trials and
challenges, may we not allow such
things to stop us from serving and
living for Jesus Christ.

Calvin and Jade Gothong
dedicated their son, David Chace,
to the Lord on the 3rd of July,
2011. May God grant them
wisdom as they rear their child in
the ways of our Lord.
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Operation JLY Medical Mission

Healing was one of the ministries Christ did while He was

&

~ R R R S - on
g
-«

on earth. Physical healing was one of them. However, the & \ .
most important healing Jesus did was the spiritual healing E’ ;'.." .

or saving of the lost from the wrath of His Father.
The Operation JLY (Jesus Loves You) conducted a
medical mission at Talisay last August 13,2011.

Around 500 people from the barangay came. Free P
medical check up and benefits were given after they went
through counselors of the gospel. People came to know
the Lord and accepted Him as their Lord and Savior.

May we continue to do and support the work of God
through medical missions. May the people who came

received not just the physical healings, but’ most [
important ofall, spiritual healings.
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Mission Week
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The lives of missionaries doing
God’s work from one place to
another are full of challenges and
trials. Some were stoned to death.
Others were crucified upside down,
speared to death, burned alive,
beheaded, imprisoned and etc. ..
Some famous missionaries we know
who “literally” offered their lives to
the Lord were Jim Elliot, William
Carey, Adorinam Judson, Dayid
Livingstone, Eric Lidell, Hudson

Taylor, Jonathan Edwards , and
Robert Morrison, to name a few.
Some people are called to be
missionaries. May we support and
encourage them to finish the race
they are running and focus on what is
ahead rather than look back to what
they have done, whether good or
bad, which could distract them from
their ministry.

Last September 1-4, 2011 was our

church’s mission emphasis week with
the theme, “Mission and I”. Rev.
Andy Smith, the director of OMF,
was the guest speaker. Our church is
currently supporting nine
missionaries who are serving in
different provinces and cities of our
country.

A team called “China for Christ: also
came and shared their mission
experiences.

“Unity in Faith, Stable in Doctrine & Built Up In Love”

by: Ptr. Jay Banzuelo

Our last
theme
seminar was
held on
October 30,
R Ptr.
Jay Banzuelo

pointed out
that for the
church to grow, it should be in
UNITY, meaning, in oneness or
harmony. Unity is the soul,
essence & the core of the church.

When it is destroyed, one rips
out the heart of the body of
Christ. Trinity was being used as
the supreme model of unity.
When it comes to DOCTRINE,
the right doctrine should expose
our motives, point our faults,
rebuke our sins and expect us to
change.

We have a huge responsibility
before God in keeping our church
united. We should focus on what
we have in common rather than

on our differences, be realistic in
our expectations, choose to
encourage rather than criticize,
refuse to listen to gossip, practice
God’s method of conflict
resolution, and support pastors
and leaders.

LOVE is a big word and with it
requires big action as what Christ
did. If we want to be like Him, we
should have the LOVE like His
that we may BUILD UP each
other IN LOVE.
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Becoming a Marriage Healer of Your Church

by: Dr. William Kirwan

Team Timothy from BSOP

spearheaded by Dr. Rosa Shao

together with Dr. William Kirwan

and three BSOP students came to

have a short “mission” trip

ministry last November 4-5,

2011.

Dr. Kirwan spoke on how to help
married people with marital

. problems, how the brain of

women works, and how the brain
of men works.

He also shared that when a person
gets married, he or she usually
ends up with a partner who has
the same characteristic and
personality of one of his/her
parents who has a big impact or
influence on him/her.

God should play a big role in one’s
married life because He is the
only one who can make the
marriage work, make it strong
and have harmony. It should be a
God-centered marriage. If it is
built in self-centeredness,
selfishness would creep in and
affect the marriage.
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Sunday @@@@@b é@]@@i@y

Last September 25, 2011,
the Sunday School Department
celebrated Sunday School Sunday.
This ministry is very important to
all churches because it is where
children will get to know the
amazing and wonderful stories of

GOSPEL LIGHT 13t GOSPEL

Jesus and the reason why He came
into this world.

Our Sunday School kids
gave a special number giving
praise to God through

memorizing verses and singing

GHT 7550514 G

praise to Him. May we encourage
our children and grandchildren to
come and join Sunday School that
they might come to know Christ

in faith and grow up to be a godly

person.




A Night of Thanks

Thanksgiving Prayer

night. May our loving Lord be

Heavenly Father, pleased with the talents and
on Thanksgiving Day praises that were offered to Him.
We bow our hearts toYou May we also continue to
and pray. show our gratitude to our
We giveYou thanks heavenly Father who has always
for allYou've done been with us, guiding us,
Especially for the gift of Jesus, providing for us , loving us; and of
Your Son course, a Father who doesn’t show
For beauty in nature, any partiality which makes Him
Your glory we see great.
For joy and health, Let’s be thankful also to
friends and family, the people who shared their lives
For daily provision, with us, making us a part of their
Your mercy and care lives, too. May we always be
These are the blessings grateful for everything no matter
You graciously share. how small it is.
So today we offer To culminate the i
this response of praise thanksgiving celebration, twelve P resn_der:
With a promise to followYou candidates were baptized on Deacon Gilbert Yap
all of our days. Thanksgiving Sunday, November
--Mary Fairchild 27, 2011. They are: September

Jewel Ang, Winona Ella Chan,
One thing I observed from Lynette Chu, Krishia Kaye Go,

the Thanksgiving service on Jarryd Jon Ong, Nathan Josh Ong,
November 24, 2011 is that most Caitlin Gayle Po, Charlene Grace
of the fellowships joined hand to Tan, Gillian Jade To Chip, Jeff
give special numbers. Gordon To Chip, Carlven Uy and

Indeed, great thanksgiving Diorela Uy. May they continue to
e of God.

was offered to our Lord that grow in the knowledg

70 THE LORD. ALL THE EARTH.
AT CLRNESS: COME: BEFORE KM WITH OV

R WITH




L T = ]

§9#100/= by Diana Alexandra C. Gothong, Psalm 100 and”Shout to the Lord” by
Jonathan Bryan S. Tio, Tashana Joelle T. Ong the Monday and Saturday Bible Study Groups

“Come Into His Presence” and “Count Your
Blessings” by MGC Teens Choir
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| Thanksgiving Remark “It is Good to Give Thanks to theLord”
by Elder Celestino Siao & “Honor the Lord” by MGC Adult Choir

F
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HAPPY | / :

Shanks goving
e

“How Can | Keep from Singing” “Amazing Grace” Line Dance

by Joybells, Soul Searchers, by Sisters’ Fellowship
Young Pro and Praise Band
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Krishia Kaye Go, Jarryd Jon Ong, Nathan Josh Ong, Caitlin Gayle Po, Charlene
Grace Tan, Gillian Jade To Chip, Jeff Gordon To Chip, Cariven Uy and Diorela Uy.




AUGUST 21 - Induction of
Pastor Wayne Chua
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FCCF 60th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

34TH FCCF NATIONWIDE YOUTH CONFERENCE
“ONE THING” ¢ BE RESORT, MACTAN CEBU ¢+ MAY 22-26, 2011
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